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 MINUTES

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, December 17, 2013, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

FLAG SLAUTE: The flag salute was done by Arwel Bermudo.
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.  

AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician.  Commissioner Jackson motioned and Commissioner Polischak seconded the motion to pass the agenda. 






  Present    FY 2013/2014
FY 2013/2014
  This Meeting     to Date   Excused Absences    Unexcused Absences

Brett Klein, Chair 
X          28


                 

Thom Bettinger
X          17
Kate Castle, Vice Chair
X          20
      2

Paul J. McCreesh
X          20

2



Joe Jackson
X          10

1

Grant Wilson
X          11



Brielle McNeel
X
5
      1
Mark Polischak
X
6
Victor Yepello
X
6
Travis Armstrong
X
5

X = Present

L = Late

E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)


U = did not notify of absence

CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability



         Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator         
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject matter within jurisdiction of the City. Although the Sustainability Commission values your comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for each speaker.

A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS


              (5 MINutes)
B. PRESENTATIONS




              (20 MINUTES)
1. Palm Springs Disposal Service, Chris Cunningham, Vice President of Operations
· V.P. Cunningham introduced to the Commission PSDS’s Once-Weekly 
Automated Waste Collection Program that will start on April 2014. Public 
education will start on January 2014 advising their customers of the 
changes.  Approximately 650 customers will not be included in the new 

automation program, due to road restriction and neighborhoods that choose not 
participate.  Customers who do participate will receive a blue recycle bin and a 
brown waste bin, and a 14% reduction on their waste collection bill.
· Chair Klein asked if the bin service for HOAs would change, to which V.P. 
Cunningham stated there would be no changes as HOAs are consider 
commercial properties.  Residential customers would receive either a 65 or 96
gallon bin and would not have the 50 pound limitation per container.
· Vice Chair Castle inquired if a green waste bin would also be provided.  V.P. 
Cunningham responded 
green waste bin would have to be requested by the 
customer and includes a $12.00 one time fee.  HOAs would not be getting 
green waste bins as most have landscape service that take away green waste.
· Commissioner Wilson felt the $12.00 fee is a disincentive. V.P. Cunningham 
responded PSDS is charging the $12.00 fee as a way to discourage 
customers, who abuse the program by placing regular waste in the green bins.
· Commissioner Yepello asked where are the green waste taken to, to which V.P. 
Cunningham stated the wastes are taken to Edom Hill.

· Commissioner McNeel posted the question to V.P. Cunningham if PSDS 
will be providing educational packets to distinguish what can be placed in 
the different bins.  In response, he stated that there will be.

· Manager Mician raised the question, when will PSDS offer composting for 
residential properties?  V.P. Cunningham stated the issue will be decided by 
legislation in Sacramento because of the environmental impact due to the smell 
and natural gas composting produces.  Presently, composting is only available 
for commercial that have enclosed areas to control the smell and are in a closed 
off area.
· Commissioner Armstrong inquired if an HOA wanted the green waste bins, 
what would be the process to obtaining them.  V.P. Cunningham stated the 
HOA would need to contact PSDS directly.
2. 2013-14 Budget Mid-Year Review, Michele Mician, Manager of Sustainability
· 
Manager Mician provided the Commission a handout as well a slide 


presentation giving a brief outline of the Office of Sustainability’s half fiscal 

year budget and present balances on specific accounts.  She did emphasize the

2015 Budget will be tighter due to the Chevron Guarantee Position.
· 
Commissioner Jackson inquired what the “unallocated funds” were, in which 

Manager Mician explained that is the total funds the Office of 



Sustainability has in reserve.
· 
Chair Klein asked the return on investment the Commission has received 

from the Strategic Solutions contract.  Manager Mician responded the 


Office of Sustainability has received grants five to six times return from the 

investment.  Manager Mician stated there are other grants that can be 


pursued but she would prefer to complete the requirements of the grants that 

have been awarded before obtaining more.

3. Public Presentations and Media Relations, Amy Blaisdell, Director of Communications
· 
Director Blaisdell was unavailable for the Commission Meeting but provided 
the information to Chair Klein and Manager Mician to present.
· 
Manager Mician advised the Commissioners when being interviewed by 
reporters, especially when they are representing the Commission or the City, it 
would be courteous to advise herself, Director Blaisdell and City Manager 
Ready.  At the very least, contact her or Director Blaisdell.
· 
Chair Klein added that Commissioners can say anything they want as a citizen 
but when they are representing the City or the Commission, that is when it 
falls in the “gray area” and they need to be cautious on what they say.
C.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES




(5 MINUTES)

October 15, 2013 Regular Meeting


Commissioner Wilson motioned for the approval of minutes.


Commissioner Yepello seconded the motion.

All approved.
· Vice Chair Castle requested amendments to section G4 and E.
D.
RECYCLING UPDATE

  


(5 MINUTES)

· Coordinator Calhoun stated there is a beverage grant in the amount of $12,500.00, which is based on per capita.  He advised the Commission that Andrew Smith, a staff member of the State, will be in Palm Springs this coming Thursday, 12/19, to review annual reports.
· Manager Mician added that there are four recycling events scheduled for 2014.

Coordinator Calhoun stated the recycling events will be moved to the front of 
City Hall, to avoid the Dog Park.

· Commissioner McNeel asked if there will be a recycling program for Christmas Trees, in which Coordinator Calhoun stated there is but the tree must be cut and bundled together in sections no longer than 4 feet long.
· Vice Chair Castle requested Manager Mician to post the Christmas Trees and the four recycling events posted on the Sustainability website. 

E.
SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER’S REPORT


(10 MINUTES)
1. Artistic Bike Rack Project Report
· 
Manager Mician advised the Commission she has been unable to obtain 


copies of photos or bids submitted for the project.  She has placed 


a request for the information to be delivered no later than January 9, 2014, so 

it can be presented to the Commission.
2.
MSRC Grant and City Employee Bike Sharing Program Purchase

· Manager Mician reported she will need to obtain bids to use the MSRC grant money.  The grant from SCAG will be used to inventory public owned trees.  The grant does will not cover the cost of the HARC wellness update, due to the small amount.  She would also like to proceed with the employee bike program, starting with 2 bicycles by the beginning of next year.
3. 2014 Mayor’s Healthy Planet, Healthy You Race and Festival Update

· Manager Mician reported to the Commission the 2014 Mayor’s Race and Wellness Festival is progressing well.  There will be a Spaghetti Dinner on Friday, January 10th the Wellness Park, sponsored by Old Spaghetti Factory.  The Rotary Club will be selling 120 tickets for $10.00. 
4.
Dero Bike Rack Order Update

· Manager Mician reported the first order of Bike Racks and Hitch will be arriving very soon, as they are in transit from Dero.  She will have the racks and hitches stored at the City Yard and will hire an independent contractor to have them installed.
F.
SUBCOMMITEE rEPORTS

       
           

(10 minutes)
1. Education Subcommittee, Commissioner McNeel
· Commissioner McNeel reported due to faculty changes at Cahuilla Elementary School, they will not be able to participate at the Mayor’s Race. 
· Manager Mician did request the Commissioner’s recommendation for a host school for Arbor Day.  The Commission agreed Vista del Monte would be a good candidate.  Vice Chair Castle added that the “Bag Monster” can also be present during the event.  
· Commissioner McNeesh asked for the date of the event, to which Manager Mician stated it would be on April 5th or 19th but really depends on the school’s schedule.
2. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Commissioner McCreesh
· Commissioner McCreesh requested Manager Mician an update from the Green for Life Program to which replied she would contact the program representative and also obtain a copy of their seal.
· Manager Mician stated she has received two requests through the Mayor’s Office of residents inquiring if the City had a pool pump program.  She requested the subcommittee to look into creating a program similar to SCE or other Coachella Valley cities, as presently the City has no formal rebate program.
3. Wellness Subcommittee, Commissioner Jackson
· Commissioner Jackson requested the Commission to take a leadership role during the Mayor’s Race and Wellness Festival.  Manager Mician stated that it would be a great idea if the Commissioners would volunteer and take lead at the different areas of the event.
· Commissioner Jackson advised the subcommittee will not have a completed report regarding the “urban chicken” issue.  The subcommittee still needs to gather information from more constituents and community experts regarding their view with urban chickens before presenting a proposal to the Commission.
· Commissioner Polischak reported he is presently looking at the ordinances of other California cities of similar demographics to Palm Springs that have “urban chicken” programs – Palo Alto, Santa Barbara and San Diego.  He would like to get a fourth city that presently has a program.
4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Vice Chair Castle
· Vice Chair Castle reported CVAG has completed draft bag ordinance to present to the different committees for review and input. Presently 90 California cities and counties have come with bag ordinances and another 3 are drafting ordinances.  
· Vice Chair Castle also shared the “Bag Monster” was at VillageFest last November 21st.  She requested staff to post on PSA, other City website and TV markets to encourage “bring your own bag”.
5. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Yepello
· Commissioner Yepello reported during the Desert Sun’s Water Forum, about 100 people attended and the discussion was vibrant.  The forum discussed best ways to conserve water and the importance of using native plants.  He stated he was surprised there are still a number of residents in denial about water shortages.
· Commissioner Yepello also added he would like to add “point of use” water heaters to the City’s rebate program.
6. 
Non-Motorized Transportation Subcommittee and NMTP Measure J $1M Funding Allocation Plan, Chair Klein
· Chair Klein reported Measure J’s implementation is progressing quickly.  The City has hired Ron Snyder and Associates to consult with the placement of Class I, II and III Bike Lanes throughout the City.  The plan would determine what type would be appropriate for the specific streets.  Chair Klein provided of a list of Bike Lanes that have been completed, in process and proposed.  He also stated the plan includes a dedicated bike corrals to be installed in the downtown area.
· Commissioner Yepello would like to complete the application for the designation of Bicycle Friendly Community from the League of American Cyclist.  He stated the City may not qualify the first time but the Commission will be provided a list of recommendations to incorporate in order to receive the designation.
G.
NEW BUSINESS




     
(20 minutes)
1.
Sponsorship request from Friends of the Desert Mountains

RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING NOT TO EXCEED $5000.00 FOR FRIENDS OF THE DESERT MOUNTAINS COACHELLA VALLEY WILDFLOWER FESTIVAL


A motion to vote was initiated by Commissioner Jackson

Commissioner McCreesh seconded the motion.

· Commissioner McCreesh inquired why the request has increased. Vice Chair Castle added that Palm Desert contributed $2500.00 and would be more comfortable with that amount, especially being the first year.  She proposed a friendly amendment in the amount of $2500.00.
· Commissioner McNeel stated she has attended the Wildflower Festival and could not imagine the event would cost much, as there are plenty of vendors that sell goods during the event.  Chair Klein added the City’s contribution should not only be for the event but also for the organization’s cause.

· After the discussion, Commissioner Jackson and McCreesh withdrew the motion and Commissioner Jackson presented an amendment.  

MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING NOT TO EXCEED $2500.00 FOR FRIENDS OF THE DESERT MOUNTAINS COACHELLA VALLEY WILDFLOWER FESTIVAL

A motion to vote was initiated by Commissioner Jackson.

Commissioner McCreesh seconded the motion.


All approved.

2.
Funding request from the NMTP Subcommittee

RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING NOT TO EXCEED $2000.00 FROM BRIGHTHAUS MARKETING TO CONDUCT NMTP SHORT AND LONG RANGE MARKETING AND OUTREACH STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION.


A motion to vote was initiated by Chair Klein.

Commissioner McCreesh seconded the motion.


All approved.

· Chair Klein would like to contract Brighthaus Marketing to help the subcommittee to create a strategy plan for bike education and outreach.  The service will be a 3 to 5 hour strategy session which will be focused and quick paced.  Brighthaus will then provide a report based on the information gathered.  The contract does not include the implementation of the strategic plan.
3.
Funding request from the NMTP Subcommittee

RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING NOT TO EXCEED $500.00 TO FUND FILMING EQUIPMENT TO CREATE EDUCATIONAL VIDEOS ON BIKING, HIKING AND OTHER COMMISSION PROJECTS.


A motion to vote was initiated by Chair Klein

No second needed, as motion was brought by Chair.

All approved.

· Chair Klein would like to purchase video equipment to produce grass root videos for biking, hiking, VillageFest and other Sustainability activities.
· Manager Mician stated videos must be made without the City or the Office of Sustainability branding when posted on social media, unless approved by the City.
 H.
OLD BUSINESS

                                      

(5 MINUTES)  
1.
December – April 2014 Sustainability Film Series Update, Commissioner Bettinger
· Commissioner Bettinger presented the Commission a handout of the current Sustainability Film Series and other movies that the Commission may be interested in for future showing.  He reported that the December 14th movie, Ingredient, had the Chef of Citron conduct a presentation.
· Manager Mician suggested maybe during one of the showings, they could hold a Leadership Council with the Mayor.
 I.
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS



(10  MINUTES)
· Commissioner Polischak commented the “Bag Monster” was present at VillageFest.  He spoke with the owner of Holy Honey at VillageFest and stated the owner would be interested to attend the showing of “More Than Honey” and provide a presentation.
· Chair Klein commented this coming Thursday is VillageFest.  He looks forward when the Commission would be present at VillageFest on a weekly basis.
· Commissioner Armstrong commented he has seen a brochure with proposed Bike Art from the Public Art Department.
· Commissioner Bettinger commented he will look into having COP to patrol the HHW site for illegal dumping.
· Commissioner Bettinger also commented he would like to have the Commission create a program to off set the $12.00 initial charge for green waste bins.
 J.
ADJOURMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:06 pm. The first motion was by Commissioner Yepello and a second from Commissioner McCreesh. They will adjourn to the Regular Meeting which will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 21, 2014 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s normal meeting schedule is at 5 p.m. on the third Tuesday of every month except August unless otherwise noted or amended. 
Respectfully Submitted,

[image: image2.jpg]



Michele Mician, Manager 
Office of Sustainability


