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PLANNED DEVELOPMENTS AND THE REQUIREMENT FOR PUBLIC BENEFITS

In order to provide for the long-term improvement of the community, every application for a
Planned Development District (PDD) and every amendment thereto — including all those
enacted in lieu of a change of zone — shall include a public benefit in accordance with the
provisions listed below.

1.

o

The concept of a “public benefit’” shall be a condition of granting zoning flexibility via
approval of a Planned Development District, and is consistent with the goals, policies and
objectives of the Palm Springs General Plan.

The public benefit of an approved PDD shall be specifically identified by the Planning

Commission and City Council within the record of approval (resolution or ordinance, as

applicable).

The public benefit shall be proportional to the nature, type and extent of the flexibility
granted from the standards and provisions of the Palm Springs Zoning Code.

A feature, improvement or dedication may only be considered as a public benefit when it
exceeds the level of improvement needed to mitigate a project’s environmental impacts or

-comply with dedication or exactions which are imposed on all projects, such as Quimby Act,

public art, utility undergrounding, etc.
An approved public benefit shall be one of the foliowing types:
a. The project as Public Benefit — The project fulfills key General Plan objectives for

land use (such as “mixed-use”), economic development, community beautification,
additional parking, improved circulation, blight removat or the like.

b. Key Features of the Project — The project includes features such as through-streets
not indicated on the General Plan, interior parks, community open space, community
meeting rooms, entry features, preservation of important buildings, preservation of
natural features, daycare facility or other similar amenities.

c. Sustainable Features — The project includes features which measurably aid
achievement of the City’s sustainability goals, including water conservation, energy
conservation (e.g., LEED certified), active and passive solar features, California
Green Building techniques, and other sustainable features.

d. Off-site Improvements — The project includes off-site dedications and / or
improvements, such as widened thoroughfares with meandering bikeways, public
park lands, hiking trails, recreation facilities, construction of decorative medians, or
other public improvements located off the project site.




