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RECREATION, OPEN SPACE &
CONSERVATION ELEMENT

HISTORIC RESOURCES

Palm Springs benefits from a rich culture that is linked to the physical
landforms and topography of the community, including the Santa Rosa
Mountains, San Jacinto Mountains, and the canyons, hills, and peaks. These
landforms hold and preserve a rich history and culture of the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians, as well as Territorial Period settlers. Palm Springs
modern history is evident in historic sites and structures, architecturally
significant buildings, park and recreational assets, and the evidence of its
history and culture in community events. Taken together, Palm Springs
cultural and historic resources add to the quality of life and underscore the
value and importance of preserving our past.

GOAL RCI0:

Support, encourage, and facilitate the preservation of significant
archaeological, historic, and cultural resources in the community.

Policies

RC10.1  Support the preservation and protection of historically, archi-
tecturally, or archaeologically significant sites, places, districts,
structures, landforms, objects, native burial sites and other
features.

RC10.2 Encourage and support the retention and adaptive reuse of
buildings of architectural, historic, or cultural significance where
financially feasible.

RC10.3  Continue to support the role of the Historic Site Preservation
Board to nominate and recommend to the City Council potential
historic sites and the designation of historic districts in the City.

RC10.4  Continue to protect individual historic sites, buildings, and neigh-
borhoods as set forth by the Historic Preservation Ordinance and
other related historic ordinances.

RC10.5  Actively encourage and promote the understanding, appreciation,
and preservation of the archaeological, historic, and cultural
resources.

RC10.6  Maintain active communication and cooperation with the Tribal
Historic Preservation Office, the Palm Springs Historic Society
and other historic preservation entities.
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RC10.7  Promote historic preservation-based tourism by raising awareness
of the City’s historic resources.

Actions

RC10.1  Develop a formal historic and cultural preservation program that
includes an update of the Historic Site Survey, historic
preservation incentives program, and program funding strategies.

RC10.2  Develop a comprehensive education program that emphasizes the
importance of the preservation, management, and appreciation of
the City’s unique historic and cultural resources.

RC10.3  Require site assessment conducted by a qualified specialist
whenever information indicates that a site proposed for
development may contain paleontological, historic, or
archaeological resources.

RC10.4  Establish an MOU with the University of California at Riverside
to review and provide recommendations for projects potentially
affecting archeological, historic, and cultural resources.

CULTURAL RESOURCES AND THE ARTS

The City is home to numerous theatres, art galleries, and programs that offer
the opportunity to improve and enrich the quality of life for residents and
visitors, and promote the City as a first-class tourist destination. The
following describes some of the more notable resources.

Agua Caliente Cultural Museum

The Cahuilla people span nine reservations across southern California, linked
by a shared language yet distinguished by tribal identities forged by geo-
graphy, culture, and law. The Agua Caliente Cultural Museum is the
centerpiece for recording, interpretation, and education about the culture and
history of the Cahuilla peoples. The Museum is also the designated represen-
tative of the Tribe for the protection and repatriation of graves. In addition,
the Tribe has established the Tahquitz Canyon Visitors Center, located at the
foot of the Santa Jacinto Mountains. The Center provides information about
and guided tours of Tahquitz Canyon and offers books and other material
about the Cahuilla people in particular and Native Americans in general.
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Village Green Heritage Center

Village Green Center is comprised of two nineteenth-century pioneer homes,
a Ruddy’s General Store, and the Agua Caliente Cultural Museum. The
McCallum Adobe, the oldest remaining building in Palm Springs, was built
in 1884 for John McCallum, the first permanent white settler. Miss Cornelia
White’s “Little House” was built by the city’s first hotel proprietor,
Dr. Welwood Murray, in 1893, with railroad ties from the defunct Palmdale
Railway. The Palm Springs Historical Society was formed in 1955 by Melba
Berry Bennett, to record, preserve, and display historical artifacts of the area.
The Historical Society manages the Village Green Heritage Center and is
housed in the McCallum adobe, and the City maintains the grounds.

Palm Springs Air Museum

World War II was a defining moment in human history, costing nearly
70 million lives and forever shaping future generations. Palm Springs
served as the desert training grounds for the conflict in North Africa
and a crucial ferrying port for aircraft heading to the Pacific and
European conflicts. The Palm Springs Air Museum is dedicated to
preserving the legacy of legendary aircraft and trainers that helped
change the course of the war. The Palm Springs Air Museum is a
nonprofit educational institution, whose mission is to exhibit, educate,
and memorialize the role of World War II combat aircraft and the role
the pilots had in achieving victory.

Theater Venues in Palm Springs

The Annenberg Theater hosts an eclectic program of world-class dance,
theatrical, and musical performances, including the Palm Springs Inter-
national Short Film Festival. The International Film Festival is noted as one of
the largest and most diverse festivals in the country, drawing films from more
than 60 countries. The Plaza Theatre is home of the famous “Fabulous Palm
Springs Follies.” Palm Canyon Theater also showcases Broadway productions,
ballet, concerts, opera, symphonies, and plays, some of which are supported
by the Opera Guild of the Desert.

Palm Canyon Theatre provides high quality, professional, and affordable
regional theatre in the greater Palm Springs area. The gymnasium at the
historic school at Frances Stevens Park was converted into a 230 seat banked
stadium-style proscenium theatre, and the Palm Canyon Theatre opened its
doors for its first production in the fall of 1997. In addition to providing an
intimate setting for live theatre productions, the theater also serves as one of
the venues for the Palm Springs International Film Festival
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Palm Springs is also known for contributions to the visual arts. Shortly after
the Southern Pacific Railroad opened the desert landscape to painters in
1876, California Impressionists came to the region’s deserts, mountains, and
canyons seeking fresh sources of inspiration. Their arrival helped to establish
the “en plein air” school of painting outdoors. The Palm Springs area, with its
culture rooted in the Cahuilla people, has also inspired Native American and
pueblo artists, and the City today remains at the forefront of Southwest and
Latin American traditions of art.

Palm Springs Art Museum

Palm Springs Art Museum is the renowned center for the visual arts in the
Coachella Valley. Founded in 1938, the Museum promotes a greater under-
standing of art and performing arts through collections, exhibitions, and
programs. The Museum’s permanent art collection features nineteenth,
twentieth, and twenty-first century works focusing on contemporary
California art, classic western American art, Native American art, pre-
Columbian art, Mexican art, European modern art, glass studio art, American
contemporary twentieth-century architecture, and American photography.
The Museum is also host to the Palm Springs International Film Festival.

The City’s Public Art Commission, appointed by the City Council, oversees
the City’s public arts program. The Program is designed to develop and
maintain a visual arts program for residents and visitors, add to the economic
viability of the community, and enhance the environment and unique
character of Palm Springs by providing for the acquisition and maintenance of
quality works of public art.

GOAL RCII:

Sustain excellence, diversity, and vitality of the City’s performing and
visual arts, culture, history, and lifelong educational pursuits.

Policies

RC11.1  Encourage and support, as feasible, a wide variety of performing
arts productions, visual arts exhibitions and displays, the Art in
Public Places program, and other local activities and programs.

RC11.2  Consider expanding the functions of the Public Arts Commission
to incorporate the performing and visual arts, history, and culture,
and expand the Commission into a Cultural Arts Commission.

RC11.3 Promote and support the arts and culture in Palm Springs
through partnerships with the School District, Palm Springs
Library, Historic Society, and the Tribe.
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RC11.4 Celebrate and promote the arts, history, and culture of Palm
Springs through special events, civic gatherings, and City
marketing and tourism promotion efforts.

RCI11.5 Identify new cultural and arts opportunities to develop and add to
the City’s current array of resources, events, and activities.

Action

RC11.1  Prepare a Cultural Arts Strategic Plan that includes the arts,
culture, and history of Palm Springs. The Plan should include:

a) identification of important cultural assets;
b) public arts program and guidelines;

¢) joint program development with local museums, societies,
educational institutions, and the Tribe;

d) funding to support cultural arts programs; and

e) an implementation schedule.

RC11.2  Determine the usage for the Heritage Green Building when the
Agua Caliente Cultural Center is moved to its own building on
Tahquitz Canyon Way.
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