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0

 MINUTES

                                              Regular Meeting

Tuesday, February 19, 2013, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.
Commissioner Paul McCreesh the Flag Salute.

ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for the final meeting of the February 19, 2013 calendar year.  All commissioners in attendance were present.





              Present

FY 2011/2012
 FY 2011/2012 


        This Meeting           To Date
  Excused Absences     Unexcused Absences

Brett Klein, Chair 
x
19



                 

Thom Bettinger
x
8
Kate Castle
x
11
2
Michael Harris
x
15                      
4 


Paul J. McCreesh
x
13
Joe Jackson
x
2
Grant Wilson
x
2



Staci Schafer, Vice-Chair             
x      
15
4

X = Present

L = Late

E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)

U = Did not notify of absence

CITY STAFF PRESENT:    
Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability 

Gary Calhoun,
Recycling Coordinator


ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA: 

ACTION:  Approve Sustainability Commission Agenda for Regular Meeting of Tuesday, February 19, 2013. Commissioner Chair Klein made a motion to approve the agenda with a second from Commissioner Castle. Changes were made to the agenda and it was approved as presented. 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

There were no City Manager comments.  Chair Klein made a comment in relations to Mr. Ready.  Michele stated Mr. Ready wanted her to remind the commission that the Chevron Project presentation will be presented on March 20, 2013 to the City Council.  Michele requested that Chevron and the City Engineering Department provide a briefing to Chair Klein and the Sustainability Commission one day prior. Chair Klein informed Michele to provide the associated staff report once it is available, so Chair Klein and Commissioner Schafer can review it before the next meeting.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS All other guests in the audience were welcomed.  Chair Klein opened and closed public comments due to no business.  Chair Klein asked about the new equipment coming to the library.  Julie informed the commission the material handling system has been installed.  This machine checks-in returned books, sorts into separate binds, and the staff puts the returned items away.  The best part is the customer gets a receipt for the items returned.  Julie added if the commission wanted a tour she is willing to accommodate them.
B. PRESENTATIONS

1. Julie Warren, Palm Springs Public Library, Upcoming Programming

Julie addressed the commission and thanked them for their past support with our Sustainability Films.  Castle personally thanked Julie & The Palm Springs Library for such a great turn out at the “Bag It” video presentation shown in January.  
1. Inspirational Waste Land Art Show to be presented in April.   This presentation will be presented as an Art Show along with a movie called “The Waste Land”.  The movie is about the author from Brooklyn returning to his homeland and is inspired about the people sorting through the trash.   They take trash, pictures and recreate art out of the trash collected.  They want to inspire the community to recycle and explore this wonderful opportunity to create art from trash.   The Library would like to have an Art Show to include Adult Artist and Student participants to create art out of trash.   Their pieces will be displayed in the library and the winner will receive $500.00.   Julie request matching funds of $1,250.00 from the commission to support the Art Show.  Palm Springs Disposal has contributed $1,250.00 which was collected.  This event will be available to the Coachella Valley as well as Palm Spring High School.  There will be reception to kick off this monthly event as well as judges to pick the finalist and winner.    The Palm Springs Art Commission will handle the placement of the art.  Commissioner Harris asked” what is the initial amount being requested and Julie advise to match the $1250.00 already contribed.  Commissioner Castle asked” when the event would take place and how time is given to submit the art?”   Julie replied the entire packages will be sent out on February 20, 2013 and the artist will have 6 weeks.  The Art Show will begin on April 6 -26, 2013.  Commissioner Castle would like a link or information to present to the Art Institute as well as the Palm Springs High School to ask for their support and participation.   Julie will provide Commissioner Castle with information once it is available.  Chair Klein asked “where will the art go once the Art show has ended?”  Julie stated the art will go back to the Artist.  Commission Bettinger asked “where the Art Show will be held?”  Julie advised the Library has ample room to accommodate this type of event.  Also, Commissioner Bettinger asked, “If the art could be displayed longer than a month”?  He suggested the airport.  This would provide an opportunity for those who could not attend and no one will miss out.  And perhaps a silent auction for the item presented during the Art Show.   Julie will submit the suggestions from the committee to see what other venue opportunities there are and obtain approval to extend the event time. 
 2. Reading is Delicious Program. The main focus is to promote the reading programs through reading, interactive activities for the entire family, and a bike give away.  The winners will receive a bike in each age group.  Additional programs will included movies, Chief presentation on food, a youth garden with tips given by John Foster, Zumba, and gaming for the entire family.  They requested monetary funding of $600.00 to purchase four bikes such as a tri-cycle, youth bike, teen bike, and adult cruiser.   Commissioner McCreesh asked” is the 600.00 going to cover budget or is additional funding come from elsewhere?  Julie replied, yes the amount request funds would cover the bikes.  If higher quality of bikes is approved then additional funds may be requested, but she is confident that she can remain within the budgeted amount.   Chair Klein asked when is the event?  Julie replied it is for eight weeks and the bikes will be presented at their Grand Finale on July 27, 2013.  Chair Klein asked, if the commission could help promote their program.  Yes, they would like to promote the Read, Move & Eat at the Bike Race in May along with the City.   Julie added for every book or attendance during the event each participant is entered for the grand prizes the four Bikes.
2. Electric Vehicle Charging Station Installations, Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager
Michele provided an overview regarding the Electrical Car Readiness event held on February 9, 2013 to the commission. This event was partnered along side the California Center for Sustainability.  This event allows the community to see what is available.  The dealership participation is growing as well as the electric vehicle inventory.  The Electrical Vehicle program has been around for 4 years and each year new vehicles are introduced.  The Nissan Leaf is the newest member added to the electrical fleet.  We receive grant fund from three organizations such as Cool Mac which paid for the Nissan Leaf, Reconnect California installed 10 pre-wire stations for government facilitates, and AQMD approved 6 pre-wire stations for non-city facility locations.  There were over 65 attendees, 6 electrical vehicle vendors, and the conversion from the IHUD through education, promotion and funding.  The owner panel presented the electric vehicles and answered questions form perspective owners.    They are planning to give away an Electric Vehicle which is converted PT Cruiser.  Clipper Creek was approved by the state and worked closely with our Engineering Department for the pre-wire stations located in 2 Downtown area,  2 City Hall, 2 Civil, 1 Airport, 1 CVAG,  1 IHUB Campus, and the 1 IHUB.  The February 14, 2013, deadline was met and installation is being scheduled at this time. Commissioner Castle asked “is there an app for that? Michele indicated, yes and on-line as well as on the Clean Cities of the Coachella Valley website.  Michele will submit various links to anyone who is interested.  Commissioner Bettinger, what is the time frame on the 6 Non-City pre-wire stations?   Michele stated by the summer in order to meet grant requirements.   Currently, we are working with the tribe to see if matching funds are approved to place two stations at the casino. Chair Klein brought up to Michele to avoid the Tour de France Palm Springs for next year Electric Vehicle event, if asked!   
C.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. January 15, 2013, Regular Meeting- A motion was made by Commissioner Castle and seconded by Commissioner McCreesh.   The January meeting were approved and passed.






2.  Reports from Staff Liaisons- A motion was made by Chair Klein to move the Reports from Staff Liaisons from the end to the beginning of the agenda to allow additional staff and ample time at the beginning of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Castle and approved by all commissioners in attendance.
D.  REPORTS FROM STAFF LIAISONS

1. Community Gardens update, Jennifer Henning, Staff

Chair Klein introduced Jennifer and her role with the Office of Sustainability Support along with Gary.   All plots have been accounted for.    Weekly maintenance will be provided once the contract has been approved.  This person will ensure the surrounding is kept presentable to all visitors and users.   Julie Brothers who is a plot owner is having the Garden Party this Saturday, February 23, 2013 at 9:00AM and encouraged everyone to attend.  One concern is the pest issue and the gardeners are working on a resolution by feeding the squirrels.  The community feedback has been positive.   Commissioner Bettinger asked if there is a waiting list.   Yes, there is waiting list.  How many plots/sites are available?  There are 32 plots/sites and she is not sure if any are available?  Commissioner Bettinger what is the plot term yearly or how often?    Renewals are annual.   Chair Klein asked Julie if she can provide an update at the next meeting on available plots/sites or non-used plots/sites.  Julie stated the sites are reviewed and appropriate reminders are sent to the user/tenant to ensure full use of the plot/site.    Julie will provide an update at the next meeting. 

2. AQMD Annual Report, Jennifer Henning, Staff

Julie advised the commission that Chair Klein asked her to expound on the AQMD required reports.   There are two reports submitted annually by the Office of Sustainability.  AB27666 Funding is filed on February 1st of every year.   And it was filed earlier this month.  Since 1991 local governments have received funding from AQMD to help elevate air pollution created by motorized transportation.  The AQMD has a breakdown and funds are collected from City DMV fees.  The city can use the funds to implentment projects or work with an authorized government agency like CVAD which is currently in place.   Currently funds are designated to CVAG through PN10 Street Sweeper program.    Rule 2202 reporting is due in August and works along side such programs as Ride Share and air pollution reduction in the number of single vehicle trips used by our employees.  In the pass, the City has purchase air credits due to not meeting the criteria standards.   Last August, the city implemented programs and incentative to ensure the city does not have purchase air credit from AQMD, in the future.  For example, carpool, take the bus, ride a bike, electric vehicles and ride share are just a few to help off-set the single trips to the work site.  Chair Klein asked how are the programs doing with participant?  Julie said there has been an increase in participation due to education and the incentives benefits.  Commissioner Bettinger asked are the incentive calculations included in the report?  Julie advised, yes and she works closely with Inland Empire Commuter Group committee in the preparation or reports needed and at no cost   The county does offer incentative program which gives a new ride share participant $2.00 per day for 3 months.  City employees can earn up to $4.00 per day for 3 months, if they are new to the program.  Survey report comes out in May and with Bike month we may achieve our goal. The only city to reach their goal has been Palm Desert.   
3. Bike Racks and Artist RFP, Jennifer Henning, Staff

Happy to report on next Monday will send out RFP for Artist Design request.   The artist and/or designer will be given a Stefan of $5000.00 and this must include the fabrication per the city request and delivery to the city for installation.  Chair Klein asked how many locations will there be?  This year there are four locations and going forward the site locations will be contingent on our annual budget.  One factor to consider is the Call to Artist for design and does not limit the Commission if they would like to purchase the art.  Commissioner Jackson asked who will own the rights to the art once completed.  Julie replied the city owns the artwork, verbiage, and images as stated in the contract.   The funds will be allocated as $2500.00 to The Office of Sustainability and $2,500.00 to Public Art Commission.  Michele asked if the art will be judged by the Office of Sustainability Commission.   Julie stated the selection panel will consist of members for both the Public Art Commission and the Office of Sustainability.   When public art is installed by the City a plaque will accompany the piece.
Bike Racks-Julie advised there are two locations selected on palm canyon Zunnies next to the palm trees.  The other one will be located at PSPD off of Palm Canyon.   Once the design has been selected the city seal will be incorporate in the standard bike rack that is purchased.   Chair Klein advise he has a meeting with Main Street on March 26, 2013, to see which designs are recommend, get approval, place design order, and installed before Bike Month.  Julie stated if all approvals are given it will take 8 weeks to purchase and install.  Chair Klein advise we will have 7 bike racks downtown.  Julie asked the committee to keep in mind; we want to encourage non-motorized transportation by providing ample bike racks throughout the City of Palm Springs.   She suggested examples of some locations such as the Library, City Hall, and shopping areas could use standard bike racks.   Commissioner Wilson asked about the concrete bike racks already in use.  Julie advised they are being removed due to them being a trip hazard.  The bike map is being revised and will include public art and sites to view.    Chair Klein asked if any would like a copy of the revision he will provide it to them.  Just let him know. 

4. Mayor's HPHY and Clinton Foundation, Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager

Michele Mician asked for assistance in distributing the post card for our upcoming event.  The post cards are available in both English and Spanish.  The Mayor and the Clinton Foundation are working together this year and next year the Clinton Foundation will host this event.  The Mayor has requested that a Wellness Committee be formed to incorporate a wellness plan and revise the current Sustainability Master Plan.  This is a major priority handed down from the Mayor.  Michele is in contact with the consultants to see if they can provide any information regarding the Health & Wellness previous discussed.   Chair Klein advise Mrs. Hazen has the information and asked Michele to contact her.  Mrs. Hazen will review, revise and return the revision to us.
5. Consultants Contracts Initiated, Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager

There will be several consultants utilized over the next few months such as Charlotte Whitney to be our grants she has the contract in had and we are waiting for her signed copy.   White House Consulting will work with us on the HPHY, Bike month, and all other upcoming events.   Green Octopus Consulting along with the consultant April will work along side the round table and our business community to form a Bicycle Friendly Business district.  Jeff Hopper will help with our exhibit events and a retreat consultant too. The scope of work from the retreat consultant will be submitted shortly. 
6. Rebate Programs Update, Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager

Lawn Buy Back – Weekly and this program will close in May. 
Edibles- 6 applicants

Energy-Nothing given

Toilet Rebate- They receive a $100.00 gift card
Low Income Housing- We pays for an install the toilets and water heaters upon income qualifications
Appliance Rebate – 24 applicants – Please get the word out if you know of someone especially the HOA’s.   Commission Castle asked about the Green Business Rebates.   Michele advise there has only been one company who has been certified.    Bettinger asked if there was a closing date for the Green Business Rebate.  Michele advise there is no closing date scheduled.  The incentive is $500.00 to have businesses go from compose to biodegradable bags.  The main focus is to get companies away from using plastic and styrofoam completely.   There has not been much response to this program and a press release was issued but we need your help in spreading the word.  Wilson want generated such a great response.   Michele stated the Lawn buy back program was placed in the newsletter each month and HOA’s responded first and now the single-family residence are now getting involved.  Jackson will be exceed our budget and Michele advise we have enough ample funds set aside.  And the budget will be discussed further in future meetings.   Chair Klein asked if there were any further questions and there were not.  
E.   NEW BUSINESS




1. Wellness Subcommittee Appointments, Michele Mician and Chair Klein

RECOMMENDATION: Appoint a Sustainability Commissioner to Chair the new Wellness

Subcommittee and report on City Health and Wellness and Clinton Health Matters Initiatives.  Chair Klein asked the commissioners who would like to be on the committee.  The sub-committee will consist of Harris, Bettinger, and Jackson.  Chair Klein asked all commissioners to keep the Brown Act regulation in mind when meeting.   Michele will request the Mayor’s requirements so the sub-committee can address all issues at their initial meeting.  There is an upcoming meeting and Michele forwarded the information to Chair Klein.  Michele recorded the sub-committee ad being formed and no voting is necessary.  The committee will need to establish a meeting date and appoint a Chair person. 
2. Funding of the Palm Springs Public Library Waste Land Art Show

RECOMMENDATION: Approve funding of A Recycled Art Show in the amount of $1250.00 from Recycling Account 125-1280-51506.  The motion to approve $1,250.00 was made by Chair Klein and seconded by Commissioner Wilson. 
3. Funding of the Palm Springs Public Library EAT MOVE READ Program

RECOMMENDATION: Approve funding not to exceed $600.00 to fund the PS Public Library of the

EAT MOVE READ Program from Sustainability Account 138-1270-58018.  Chair Klein brought up safety and discussed by all commissioners in attendance.  Chair Klein set the motion to revise the recommendation to increase the amount funded from $600.00 to $1,200.00 and it must included bike safety equipment for each bike cycle given.  This was seconded by Commissioner Harris and all commissioners in attendance were in agreement. Michele will request photo as well as acknowledgement give to the commission during the event. 
4. 2013-2014 Budget Review, Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager

RECOMMENDATION: Approve Budget as Presented- Chair Klein asked Michele expound on the budget, first.  Michele stated this will be submitted as is and any changes can be submitted for corrections relating to current line items presented.   Michele gave an overview of the 2013-2014 budgets with recommendation to cut certain funds with support from the commission.  The preliminary budget recommendations will be submitted to City Manger at a later date.  Michele’s recommendation is to cut funds in two areas which is Neighborhood & Parks $75,000.00 and Green Business Fund of $50,000.00.  This first submission needs to be submitted to the City Manger within 24 hours.  Commission Jackson asked if Michele could send the committee such information as Income, 2013-2014 Budget, Roll Over and Total Budget, to be used in future budget meetings.  Recyclable fund ABP9739 is a fund that has no wiggle room and an allocation is $9,000.00 at this time.   AQMD 149 fund will remain the same as last year. 

Commissioner Harris set into motion to approve the preliminary budget as submitted and seconded by Commissioner McCreesh.  No discussions and passed unanimously by all in attendance.  Chair Klein interjected there will be more discussion in the future, so keep that in mind. 
F.  OLD BUSINESS










1. Leaf Blower Subcommittee, Commissioner McCreesh
A meeting has been scheduled for February 27, 2013 at 5:00 and Michele has sent an agenda to all.  This will be a study session and a quorum is not needed.   Feedback is requested from contractors and community. No discussions.

2. Plastic Bag Subcommittee, Commissioner Castle-Due to time constraints the survey results will be forwarded to Michele before the next meeting for review.   Castle advised they will work on a Public Service Announcement with Ellen Lockhart in transition of the plastic bags in our community.   Castle introduced Bag Monster which will be designed out of 500 bags and she is seeking financial support to purchase the costume for $200.00.   This costume will be used not only with the PSA but whenever necessary and this will be visual educational piece.  Mr. Byford has done a radio interview with Castle and it will be posted on-line.   There will be a study session with large stores on March 28, 2013 at 12:30 in the Lunch Conference Room, so please R.S.V.P. as lunch will be provided.   There are five new cities in California who have implemented the plastic bag ordinance Glendale, Cupertino, Half Moon Bay, Chico, Amiratinna Africa, and Memo Park.  Michele asked Castle to motion for funds of $200.00 to purchase the Bag Monster costume to be used in the PSA and over promotional events.  This motion was seconded by Chair Klein. No discussion and passed unanimously.
3. Non-Motorized Transportation, Chair Klein

i. Sub-committee meeting: March 13, 2013-Chair Klein advise this will be a Brown Act and three additional commissioners may attend, if they are interested. 
ii. Roundtable April 25th April Economides, Green Octopus Consulting- Chair Klein invited all commissioners to attend and April will interject on how to involve our community as well as feedback in the future.  
iii. Report on February 6, 2013 Council Action on Item 5C- The meeting is being held on February 21, 2013  to approve funding $100,000.00 to pave and stripe street signage from Tahquitz to Racquet Club.   Via Escuela will become a Class 3 zone and the existing parking will not have to be removed.   
iv. Bike Map Update- The bike map is being revised and will be submitted to the committee for input.
.
4. Construction Waste Diversion Update, Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator- A memorandum will be submitted to the building department next week.  The building director retired in December but is back on a contractual basis and City Building Manager who over-sees the building department is retirering in April.
5. 2013 Commission Retreat, Sunday, March 24th, Desert AIDS Project- Chair Klein advised Michele is working on the scope of work with John Epps for the retreat. An invitation will be sent out to all.   If interested in the agenda preparation for each meeting and provide feedback, please let Chair Klein or Michele know after the meeting.  And all responses may be submitted via e-mail.
G.
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND REPORTS

nO COMMENTS WERE GIVEN.
H.
ADJOURNMENT:  A reminder was given to ensure adherence to the Brown Act.  The next meeting is March 19, 2013 at 5 pm. A motion was made by Commissioner Castle and seconded by Chair Klein to adjourn the meeting of the Sustainability Commission at 7:26 p.m. to the next regular meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19, 2013 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall.  

Respectfully Submitted,
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Michele Mician, Manager
Office of Sustainability 

