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 MINUTES

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, February 18, 2014, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

FLAG SALUTE: The flag salute was done by Manager Mician.
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.  

AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician.  Commissioner Wilson motioned and Commissioner McNeel seconded the motion to pass the agenda. 






  Present    FY 2013/2014
FY 2013/2014
  This Meeting     to Date   Excused Absences    Unexcused Absences

Brett Klein, Chair 
X          30


                 

Thom Bettinger
X          19
Kate Castle, Vice Chair
X          22
      2


Joe Jackson
X          11

2
Grant Wilson
X          13



Brielle McNeel
X
6
      2
Mark Polischak
X
8
Victor Yepello
X
7               1

Travis Armstrong
X
7

X = Present

L = Late

E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)


U = did not notify of absence

CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability 



         Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator    



         Arwel Bermudo, Temporary Clerical Assistant
   
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject matter within jurisdiction of the City. Although the Sustainability Commission values your comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for each speaker.
· Katie Rourk, Desert Water Agency, invited the Commission to DWA’s Water Conservation Workshop on Saturday, February 22, 2014 at the Palm Springs Convention Center between 9 A.M. to 11 A.M.
· Sean Reeves and Woody Carlson introduced themselves to the Commission as bee keepers.  They just recently received a citation from the Building and Safety Department. They request the Commission to consider the importance of bees to the community and the environment.  They emphasized that bees are safe and invited any member of the Commission to visit their home to observe for themselves.  Mr. Carlson stated his confusion when he received the citation for keeping bee hives, which is over $2000.00, as he did not have a “conditional use” permit.
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS


               (5 MINutes)
B. PRESENTATIONS





(20 MINUTES)
1. Wintec, Eco Village and Electric Bike Route Project

· Mr. Fred Noble, Wintec Energy, presented to the Commission his intention to create an Eco Village, which will promote an architectural free zone that utilizes sustainable energy and building materials.  He stated there are fewer windmills but the existing produce more energy.  In effect, due to the less number of windmills, lands have become available to place an Eco Village.  Mr. Noble expects to break ground within the year and welcome the advice from the Commission.
· Mr. Noble added windmill tours will start again.
2. Jenna LeComte-Hinley, HARC Project Update

· Ms. LeComte-Hinley thanked everyone who attended the HARC Data Release and provided the Commission a copy of the data.
· Ms. LeComte-Hinley advised HARC will assist the Commission to create a Health and Wellness Chapter to the Sustainability Master Plan.  In the following months, she will be attending several Commission and Subcommittee Meetings.  The intent is to promote health and wellness, as it is an interwoven component of the City’s sustainable environment and business goal.
· Chair Klein inquired when the when the Sustainability Plan update will be completed.  Manager Mician responded the Health and Wellness Chapter will be completed before the end of the Fiscal Year.  She added due to the ROP for SCAG, the Sustainability Master Plan will not be complete until the next Fiscal Year, around summer.

3. Jeff Hocker, Mayor’s Healthy Planet, Healthy You Wellness Fair Update and Brian Vatcher, Brighthaus Marketing, Mayor’s Healthy Planet, Healthy You Social Media and Marketing Update

· Mr. Jeff Hocker reported there were over 80 vendors during the Wellness Festival. He reported of Hot Purple Energy assistance by providing energy during Wellness Festival. He stated the festival was powered primarily by Hot Purple Energy and not much from the grid.  Mr. Hocker also wanted to thank Clark’s Nutrition’s participation, by not only providing healthy food and beverage samples, but providing people information on alternative ways to eat healthier.
· Mr. Hocker wanted to grow the event towards Ruth Hardy Park, as it has outgrown the space available at the Wellness Park.  He would also like to focus not only on wellness issues but also on sustainability issues during the event.
· Mr. Vatcher provided an overview of the media outreach prior to the 2014 Mayor’s Race and Wellness Festival.  He stated there were a few challenges, specifically due to the closeness of the event during the holiday season.  He recommended the relocation of the VIP tents and a different approach to promote the event to the school district.
· Chair Klein inquired the planned growth of the event, in which Manager Mician responded a desired 1000 runners for next year’s race plus the possible addition of other activities.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES




  (5 MINUTES)
1. January 21, 2014, Regular Meeting
Chair Klein motioned for the approval of minutes.

Commissioner  Bettinger seconded the motion.

All approved.
· Agenda approved with two amendments requested by Commissioner  Bettinger and Commissioner Wilson.

D.
RECYCLING UPDATE




               (5 MINUTES)

·    Coordinator Calhoun reported to the Commission of the Recycling Event held on February 8, 2014.  He reported as of this year, the Office of Sustainability has collected over 19 tons of e-waste and recyclable materials.
·    Coordinator Calhoun reported he submitted a Beverage Grant, which the City is entitled to, in the amount of $12,082.  This will be the last year the City will receive the grant as the criteria for receiving the grant will change next year.
· Commissioner Armstrong reported he has attended the Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting.  The other Commission is under the impression the City does not have “Big Belly” trash and recycling bins.  Coordinator Calhoun responded the City has 20 solar trash compactors and 20 solar recycling compactors.
E.
SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER’S REPORT

                          (10 MINUTES)

1. Windmill Tour March 7, 2014, Meet at City Hall at 2 P.M.
· Manager Mician reported the tour is scheduled for March 7, 2014.  She requested the Commission for the number of attendees and guest.
2. Wildflower Festival, Volunteers Needed on March 1, 2014 from 8 A.M.to 4 P.M.
· Manager Mician reported the Commission is a sponsor for the Wildflower Festival.  She asked if the Commission desired to have a booth during the event, in which the consensus was that it was not necessary.
F.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

                                     (10 MINUTES)
1. Education Subcommittee, Commissioner McNeel
· Commissioner McNeel reported she has met with the principal of Cahuilla Elementary School and will provide the contact information to Manager Mician.  Commissioner will obtain the number of fruit tree to be distributed.
· She inquired when Arbor Day will be held so she can finalize the date with the hosting school.  Manager Mician provided a tentative date of April 2, 2014.
2. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, TBD
· Chair Klein reported there is no update from the Subcommittee.
3. Wellness Subcommittee, Commissioner Jackson
· Commissioner Polischak reported the Subcommittee will present their finding and position regarding the “Urban Chicken” issue during the March 2014 Meeting.  
4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Vice Chair Castle
· Vice Chair Castle reported Senator Padilla will submit a compromise bill to the Labor Committee with the support of two other state senators, who previously were opposed to a state ordinance.  The bill is identified as SB270.
· Vice Chair Castle reported CVAG has drafted a model ordinance to be distributed to the different Committees for input before being presented to the Executive Committee.  Once the Executive Committee has reviewed the draft ordinance, it will then be disseminated to all the City Counsils.
5. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Yepello
· Chair Klein reported Commission Yepello encourages the members of the Commission to attend the DWA Water Conservation Workshop on Saturday 22, 2014 at the Convention Center.
6. 
Non-Motorized Transportation Subcommittee, Chair Klein
· Chair Klein reported the schedule for Bike Month, which outlined the different events and activities.  The Police Department will assist with safety instructions at Cielo Vista Elementary and the events being held at Sunrise Park.  PS Cyclery and Hot Purple Energy will also be assisting during the events.  The activities at Sunrise Park will include the Boys and Girls Club and the Mizell Senior Center.
· Chair Klein reported he would like to add a bike event during the month of October or November.
G.
NEW BUSINESS




     
               (20 minutes)
1.
Support Funding of Urban Bee Keeping and Chicken Keeping Initiatives:

RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING NOT TO EXCEED $10,000.00 TO SUPPORT LOCAL BEE AND CHICKEN KEEPING PROGRAMS INCLUDING FUNDING UP TO FOUR CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS PER YEAR FOR LOCAL BEE KEEPERS

A motion to vote was initiated by Chair Klein

Commissioner Polischak seconded the motion.

All approved.

· Manager Mician advised the Commission there is no Motion but only a Recommendation and requested the item be tabled until the next Meeting for the Wellness Subcommittee to review and have a position.
· Chair Klein motion to table item G1 until the March 18, 2014 Meeting.

· Commissioner Wilson inquired if the recommendation is to fund “conditional use” permits, which Manager Mician responded it was not intended but would like to find another way to keep bee hives without the use of “conditional use” permits.
H.
OLD BUSINESS

                                      


(5 MINUTES)  
1. Palm Springs PSNIC Picnic Preparation for
i. Volunteer Shifts Confirmed, March 29, 2014 11A.M. – 2 P.M.

ii. Items for “give aways” include shower timers, bottles and lights
Manager Mician reported there will be sufficient coverage for the Picnic and thanked the Commission for their active participation.
2. 2014 Sustainability Film Series Update, Commissioner Bettinger

· Commissioner  Bettinger reported the movie “More Than Honey” was well attended with over 50 viewers.  He thanked Commissioner Polischak for being present.
· Commissioner  Bettinger wanted to acknowledge the Library for the efforts by showing educational and sustainable movies.

 I.
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS



          (10  MINUTES)
· Chair Klein encouraged the Commissioners to table or agendize ideas and issues to discuss during the Meetings.
· Chair Klein requested Commission to provide names and contact information for all Subcommittee members to be provided to Manager Mician.  It will not be a formal list but Office of Sustainability should now who members are.
· Commissioner  Bettinger inquired the date for the Commission Retreat, which Chair Klein responded the date will need to be revisited.  Chair Klein added the vacant Commissioner positions cannot be filled until May.
 J.
ADJOURMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 6:40 P.M. The first motion was by Commissioner Bettinger and a second by all. They will adjourn to the Regular Meeting which will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 18, 2014 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s normal meeting schedule is at 5 P.M. on the third Tuesday of every month except August unless otherwise noted or amended. 
Respectfully Submitted,
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Michele Mician, Manager 
Office of Sustainability


