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 MINUTES

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, March 18, 2014, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

FLAG SALUTE: The flag salute was done by Commissioner Jackson.
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.  

AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician.  Commissioner Wilson motioned and Commissioner McNeel seconded the motion to pass the agenda. 






  Present    FY 2013/2014
FY 2013/2014
  This Meeting     to Date   Excused Absences    Unexcused Absences

Brett Klein, Chair 
X          31


                 

Thom Bettinger
X          20
Kate Castle, Vice Chair
X          23
      2


Joe Jackson
X          12
      2
Grant Wilson
X          14



Brielle McNeel
X
7
      2
Mark Polischak
X
9
Victor Yepello
X
8               1

Travis Armstrong
X
8

X = Present

L = Late

E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)


U = did not notify of absence

CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability 



         Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator    
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject matter within jurisdiction of the City. Although the Sustainability Commission values your comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for each speaker.
· Director Richard Oberhaus, Desert Water Agency Board Member, stated DWA Conservation Committee is dealing with the issue of water conservation very seriously.  He stated DWA wants to partner with the City to change resident’s perception regarding the importance of water conservation.  Director Oberhaus stated DWA will be meeting with Mayor Pougnet and Councilman Lewin to discuss water conservation efforts.  He added the City of Palm Springs is the largest single user of water and encouraged the City to implement better water conservation practices.
· Commissioner Yepello requested Director Oberhaus to invite the members of the Water Conservation Subcommittee when meeting is held with Mayor and Councilman.
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS


             (5 MINutes)
B. PRESENTATIONS





           (30 MINUTES)
1. Katie Ruark, Desert Water Agency Update
· Ms. Ruark reported water conservation has become a significant issue ever since the water emergency declared by the Governor.  Numerous areas in California have felt the negative impact of the drought more than the Coachella Valley, as the water supply from the aquifers act as a barrier from shortages.
· Ms. Ruark stated DWA uses a telemetry system which monitors the water usage during specific time of day when water usage is heavier, to avoid over pumping.  DWA conducts regular field inspections for leaks and run offs, and sell recycled water to HOA’s and business that have been filtered and treated. DWA also has an aggressive pipe line replacement program.
· DWA provides educational outreach by instructing residents on how to use their water meter as a tool to determine a leak. DWA provide free water audits to HOA’s to give advice on how they can better conserve water.  Ms. Ruark stated DWA has created a smartphone application to allow resident to report leaks directly.
· Manager Mician inquired if DWA can look into “gray water”, in response Director Oberhaus stated there is a City ordinance which prohibits the use.

· Ms. Ruark stated DWA will release a pilot Turf Buy Back Program next fiscal year.  DWA will be conducting a HOA Workshop with property managers to determine the barriers which prevent them from adopting steps to minimize water consumption.

· Commissioner Bettinger requested HOA Board Member should be involved.

· Commissioner Armstrong inquired of DWA’s relationship with Aqua Caliente Band of Indians.  Director Oberhaus stated DWA is in dialogue with Aqua Caliente in many levels.

2. Benjamin Drunyon, PACE Program Ygrene
· Mr. Drunyon reported CVAG Pace Program is being managed by Ygrene.  Of the programs funded, 60% are solar and the rest are energy efficiency projects.
· Manager Mician inquired how many projects are located in Palm Springs and how many applications have been received from Palm Springs.
· Danny, representative from Ygrene, stated there are currently 3 projects being funded in Palm Springs and approximately 20 to 30 applications from residents.
3. Bike Friendly Business District Plan Presentation, Manager Mician and Chair Klein   
· Chair Klein reported the Bike Friendly Business District Plan has been completed by Alta Consulting.
· Manager Mician provide a summary of the Plan to the Commission
· Chair Klein reported staff and Commission will continue outreach to merchant to promote recommendations from the Plan.
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES




              (5 MINUTES)
1. February 18, 2014, Regular Meeting
Commissioner Wilson motioned for the approval of minutes.

Vice Chair Castle seconded the motion.

All approved.
· Agenda approved with modifications requested by Commissioner Bettinger.
D.
RECYCLING UPDATE




               (5 MINUTES)

1. Once A Week Trash Pick-Up Update
·    Coordinator Calhoun reported Palm Springs Disposal Services Once a Week Collection Program.  He provided pictures of the 96 gallon bins.  The program will reduce 44% collection trips and reduce the monthly bill by 14%.
· Commissioner McNeel stated PSDS will only provide one green waste container, as she tried to order more than one.  Commissioner Yepello added that he will use old trash containers to store his earthquake kits, rather than have them thrown away.
· Coordinator Calhoun reported Office of Sustainability will be having a Recycling and Shredding Event on April 12, 2014. 
2. Materials Recovery Facility Tour – June 13, 2014
·    Coordinator Calhoun reported PSDS will provide a Material Recovery Facility Tour on June 13, 2014 for the Commission and guests.
· He stated the date is flexible and he can request another day that better suits the Commissioner’s schedules.
E.
SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER’S REPORT

                          (10 MINUTES)

1. Final Budget Review 2014-15
· Manager Mician reported the Office of Sustainability 2014-2015 Budget has been approved by the Finance Department and City Clerk’s Office.
2. Assign Urban Bee Keeping to Wellness Subcommittee
· Manager Mician reported she has been in discussion with the Director of Planning to the possibility of changing bee keeping from a “conditional use” permit to a “land use” permit, which is significantly less costly.
3. Palm Springs PSNIC Picnic

i. Volunteer Shifts, March 29, 2014 11 A.M. – 2 P.M.

ii. Items for Give Aways Include Shower Timers, Bottles and Lights

· Manager Mician reported PSNIC Picnic will be on March 29th and provided a list of the give aways for the Commission booth.

4. June 11, 2014 Joint Study Session

Sustainability Commission, Planning Commission and Architectural Advisory Committee

· Manager Mician reported the joint Commission Meeting on June 11, 2014 between 11:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.  She stated it is during the work week but there will enough Commissioners to attend for a quorum.
F.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

                                     (10 MINUTES)
1. Education Subcommittee, Commissioner McNeel
· Commissioner McNeel reported she has meet the Principal of Cahuilla Elementary School and will be having Arbor/Earth Day on April 2, 2014.
· She reported there are approximately 575 students.  Vice Chair castle added, the Bag Monster will be present during the event.
2. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, TBD
· Chair Klein reported there is no update from the Subcommittee.
· Commissioner Wilson stated he would be happy to support the Green Building/Solar Subcommittee and requested two other Commissioners to help him.
3. Wellness Subcommittee, Commissioner Jackson
· Commissioner Jackson reported the Subcommittee will meet with Dr. LeComte-Hinley, HARC, the following two Tuesday, to update the Health and Wellness Chapter of the Sustainability Master Plans.
4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Vice Chair Castle
· Vice Chair Castle reported CVAG has provided the Cities in the Coachella Valley the draft ordinance on single use plastic bags.  She reported Palm Springs City Counsil requested staff to draft an ordinance on March 5, 2014.  The first reading of the draft ordinance will be held on March 20, 2014.
· Vice Chair Castle reported over 100 California cities and counties have banned the use of single use plastic bags.
5. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Yepello and Commissioner Bettinger
· Commission Yepello stated, in defense of the City from Director Oberhaus comments, the City has implement numerous water conservation programs.  He stated DWA’s information regarding the viability of the aquifer is overstated.
· Commissioner Polischak stated he received a note from a concerned resident regarding DWA’s overstatement of the condition of the aquifer during last week’s Water Symposium. 
6. 
Non-Motorized Transportation Subcommittee, Chair Klein
· Chair Klein reported a summary of the events scheduled for Bike Month, May 2014, which was listed on the NMTP Subcommittee Report.  He reported Manager Mician and Commissioner Wilson will be attending the Alliance for Biking and Walking Conference this coming weekend in Oakland.  Manager Mician focused mostly on the walking aspect and the provide suggestions on how to better promote and campaign walk and bike friendly environment.
· Commissioner Bettinger inquired on the status of the incomplete “art bike” racks.  Chair Klein responded he has spoken with Coordinator Henning.  She advised two are near completion.
G.
LEGISLATIVE






   (5 MINUTES)

1.
Adopt as Final the City of Palm Springs Plastic Bag Ordinance

RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS PLASTIC BAG ORDINANCE IN THE FINAL FORM FOR PRESENTATION TO CITY COUNCIL ADOPTION ON MARCH 19, 2014.


A motion to vote was initiated by Commissioner Wilson

Vice Chair Castle seconded the motion.


All approved.
H.
NEW BUSINESS




     
               (15 minutes)
1. Adopt 2014-15 Sustainability Budget as Final - RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE SUSTAINABILITY 2014-15 BUDGET AS FINAL.

A motion to vote was initiated by Chair Klein

No second needed.

All approved.

I.
OLD BUSINESS

                                      


(5 MINUTES)  
1. Urban Chicken Keeping Report
·    Commissioner Polischak provided a summary of the Urban Chicken Keeping Report.  He reported the concerns the Subcommittee has regarding raising chickens in an urban environment.
·    Commissioner Polischak would like to have the support of the Commission and “buy in” from the community before proceeding.

·    Manager Mician advised a study session can be conducted to address the chicken and bee issues consecutively.  Commissioner Bettinger advised the study session can be consecutively but each issue dealt separately.

·    Commissioner McNeel advised other parties should be involved in the study session such as Animal Control and the Police Department.

2. 2014 Sustainability Film Series Update, Commissioner Bettinger

· Commissioner Bettinger provided a list of movies the Commission may be interested in showing for the next fiscal year’s Sustainability Film Series. 
· Chair Klein reported the Film Series shown at the Camelot Theater runs from the months of December through May.  Commissioner Bettinger stated he would like to find other venues, such as the Library, during the other months.
 J.
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS



          (10 MINUTES)
· Commissioner Yepello wanted to have his concern revisited during VillageFest.  He stated he wants a solution as it is a concern.
· Commissioner Armstrong stated Parks and Recreation Master Plan is completed and would like a representative to present the Plan to the Sustainability Commission.
· Manager Mician stated she has an appointment with Waxie, distributor for Big Belly Trash and Recycling Bins, to assess the City’s need.
 K.
ADJOURMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:09 P.M. The first motion was by Vice Chair Castle and a second by Commissioner Jackson. They will adjourn to the Regular Meeting which will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 15, 2014 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s normal meeting schedule is at 5 P.M. on the third Tuesday of every month except August unless otherwise noted or amended. 
Respectfully Submitted,
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Michele Mician, Manager 
Office of Sustainability


