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 MINUTES

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, January 21, 2014, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

FLAG SALUTE: The flag salute was done by Manager Mician.
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.  

AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician.  Commissioner Wilson motioned and Vice Chair Castle seconded the motion to pass the agenda. 






  Present    FY 2013/2014
FY 2013/2014
  This Meeting     to Date   Excused Absences    Unexcused Absences

Brett Klein, Chair 
X          29


                 

Thom Bettinger
X          18
Kate Castle, Vice Chair
X          21
      2


Joe Jackson
X          11

1

Grant Wilson
X          12



Brielle McNeel
X
5
      2
Mark Polischak
X
7
Victor Yepello
X
7
Travis Armstrong
X
6

X = Present

L = Late

E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)


U = did not notify of absence

CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability        
             

Arwel Bermudo, Temporary Clerical Assistant
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject matter within jurisdiction of the City. Although the Sustainability Commission values your comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for each speaker.
· Jenna Hinely, HARC, introduced herself to the Commission.  She stated the HARC contract is being finalized and their organization will be updating the health and wellness chapter of the Sustainability Plan.  She looks forward to working with the Wellness Subcommittee, as well as the Commission, to update the plan.
· Christine Hammond wanted to thank the staff and Commission for the hard work put into the Mayor’s Race and Wellness Festival.  She commented the Sustainability Commission and the City of Palm Springs missed the opportunity to better brand the event.
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS


               (5 MINutes)
· Chair Klein advised of Commissioner McCreesh resignation.  He requested Manager Mician to speak with the City Clerk to determine the protocol of filling the vacancy.
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES




  (5 MINUTES)
1. December 17, 2013, Regular Meeting
Vice Chair Castle motioned for the approval of minutes.

Commissioner  Polischak seconded the motion.

All approved.
C.
RECYCLING UPDATE




 (5 MINUTES)

1. Dates for 2014 E Waste and Shredding
· Manager Mician provided the Commission the dates for all the Recycling Events for 2014.  She advised the Commission the Bookmark have been ordered, which provides the event dates.
D.
SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER’S REPORT

           (10 MINUTES)

1. Windmill Tour February 28, 2014 at 3 P.M.
· Manager Mician inquired if the Commission wanted to participate on a tour of the windmills.  All but two will be attending.
· Chair Klein inquired if the Commission can bring guest, in which Manager Mician advised guest are welcome.
2. Artistic Bike Rack Project Report
· Manager Mician provided the Commission two handouts, which provided the pictures of the bike racks and locations where they will be installed.
· Vice Chair Castle requested Manager Mician to read in public the names of the   winners to formally acknowledge the artists.
· Chair Klein thanked Jennifer Henning for providing the information to the Office of Sustainability and the Commission.

3. MSRC Grant Application Round 3

· Manager Mician reported she is waiting for the award letter from MSRC before proceeding to fund bike education and ordering more bike racks.
· Chair Klein inquired the amount of the grant, in which Manager Mician advised the amount is $65,000.00.
· Manager Mician reported she has applied for a third grant, People for Biker, to get additional funds for bike racks.  The goal is to install 40 more hitches.
4. CVEP ( Incubator Hub) Bike Rack Installation

· Manager Mician reported four of the bike racks already received are committed to be installed at CVEP.

5. 2014 Mayor’s Healthy Planet, Healthy You Race and Festival Update

i. Attendance and Outreach – Manager Mician reported there was over 100 more Runners and over 200 more Attendees to the Wellness Festival compared to the totals from the 2013 Events.
ii. Volunteer Thank You Party January 23, 5:30 P.M. – Manager Mician invited the Commission to the Party.  Vice Chair Castle wanted to thank staff for the hard work.
E.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

                       (10 MINUTES)
1. Education Subcommittee, Commissioner McNeel
· Chair Klein advised Commissioner McNeel was ill and requested Manager Mician to contact her for any updates from the Education Subcommittee.
2. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Commissioner McCreesh
· Chair Klein advised of Commissioner McCreesh resignation and there were no updates from the subcommittee.
3. Wellness Subcommittee, Commissioner Jackson
· Commissioner Jackson reported the subcommittee did not have their regular meeting last month.
· The subcommittee will be having their monthly meeting on Tuesday, January 28th at 5:30 PM in the Library.  After the meeting, the Library will be showing the movie “Mad City Chicken”.  The subcommittee is not ready to take a position on “urban chickens”.
4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Vice Chair Castle
· Vice Chair Castle reported CVAG draft ordinance is being amended by their technical working group before being presented to the Energy and Environment Group.
·  The Bag Monster has been present at Village Fest and Wellness Festival.
· Vice Chair Castle reported State Senator Padilla will present SB405 to the State Legislation next week.  She requested staff to draft letter of support from the Commission.  Vice Chair Castle also request staff to contact Office of the Mayor for letter of support for ordinance.
· Commissioner Wilson reported a city in the Coachella Valley has voted against the bag ordinance.  Vice Chair Castle advised the City of Indian Wells voted against the ordinance.
5. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Yepello
· Commissioner Yepello reported water conservation has become a more urgent issue since the Governor of California announced a drought emergency.
· Commissioner Yepello reported Cath Donnelly has joined as a citizen member of the Water Conservation Subcommittee.  
· Vice Chair Castle would like to remind residents the City does provide rebates for water conservation.
6. 
Non-Motorized Transportation Subcommittee and NMTP Measure J $1M Funding Allocation Plan, Chair Klein
· Chair Klein reported Commissioner Armstrong, Commissioner Yepello and himself attended the Parks and Recreations Commission Meeting.  They presented an update of what the NMTS Subcommittee has been implementing and their plans going forward.  Chair Klein would like to have a member of the Parks and Recreations Commission to be a member of their subcommittee.
· Chair Klein reported the Bike Way Analysis, conducted by Ron Snyder, was delivered to the City on January 15, with recommendations for bike friendly lanes.
· Manager Mician added the contact for Alta Planning has been approved, which will provide a study for a bike friendly business district.  She reported she has contacted Brighthaus Marketing to conduct a bike session but will need a specific date from Chair Klein.
· Commissioner Armstrong suggested the Sustainability Commission should discuss with the Parks and Recreations Commission in  having recycling bins at their facilities.  Manager Mician stated the Commission has the budget to fund the recycling bins, it’s a matter of where and how many the Parks and Recreations Commission wants.
· Commissioner Armstrong stated he will contact the Parks and Recreations Subcommittee that is in charge of recycling.
F.
NEW BUSINESS




     
(20 minutes)
1.
Palm Springs PSNIC Picnic Preparation for
i. Volunteer Shifts, March  29, 2014 11 A.M. -2 P.M. – Manager Mician requested the Commissioner to volunteer to work the Sustainability Booth during PSNIC Picnic.  She will order water shower timer for the Water Conservation Subcommittee to give away during the event.
ii. Items for Give Aways – Bottles available, Go Red and American Heart Month – Manager Mician reported there are water bottles from the Wellness Festival that can used to give away during the Picnic.  Commissioner Jackson proposed to have two shifts for the Picnic, which was accepted by the other Commissioners.
2.
American Heart Association Event Campaign, January 31, 2014, Forever Marilyn
· Manager Mician reported the Office of Sustainability will be present during the Forever Marilyn event.
· Commissioner Jackson would like to have the Sustainability Booth present during the event.
3.
Sustainability Retreat, March 2014, Date and Location: TBD
· Chair Klein gave the task to Commissioner Yepello to discuss possible retreat locations and format.
· Commissioner Yepello proposed Lulu as a possible retreat location.  He proposed the format be less formal and focus on a specific Sustainability issue.
· Possible retreat date slated for March 8, 2014.

4.
Funding request from NMTP Subcommittee


RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING NOT TO EXCEED $1000.00 FOR ALLIANCE FOR WALKING AND BIKING TRAINING

A motion to vote was initiated by Chair Klein

Commissioner Yepello seconded the motion.

All approved.


Commissioner Wilson abstained, as he will be attending the Alliance for Walking and Biking Training in Oakland, CA.

· Commissioner Wilson asked the Commission to support the Recommendation as the training will be focused on the pedestrian aspect of the NMTP.  At present, emphasis has been on biking.
5.
Funding request from the Waste Reduction Subcommittee


RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING NOT TO EXCEED $1500.00 FOR PLASTIC BAG MITIGATION GRAPHIC DESIGN


A motion to vote was initiated by Vice Chair Castle

Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion.


All approved.

· Vice Chair Castle would like to hire a graphic design firm to create a brand for the Waste Reduction Subcommittee for use for publication and educational materials.
 G.
OLD BUSINESS

                                      

(5 MINUTES)  
1.
No Old Business
 H.
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS



(10  MINUTES)
· Commissioner Jackson commented he assumed the Plastic Bag Mitigation Graphic Design was for creating a new grocery bag design with the Office of Sustainability and the City of Palm Springs branding.
· Commissioner Yepello commented of his dissatisfaction with the recycling issue during Village Fest.  He commented that there has to be a way to promote recycling during the weekly event.
· Manager Mician responded the best approach was to appeal to the Village Fest Board.  Once the Board supports a recycling program, they can approach PSDS to set up recycling stations.
 I.
ADJOURMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 6:40 P.M. The first motion was by Commissioner Yepello and a second from Commissioner Jackson. They will adjourn to the Regular Meeting which will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 18, 2014 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s normal meeting schedule is at 5 P.M. on the third Tuesday of every month except August unless otherwise noted or amended. 
Respectfully Submitted,
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Michele Mician, Manager 
Office of Sustainability


