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 MINUTES
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 15, 2014, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

FLAG SALUTE: The flag salute was done by Commissioner Jackson.
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.  

AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician.  Vice Chair Castle motioned and Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion to pass the agenda. 






  Present    FY 2013/2014
FY 2013/2014
  This Meeting     to Date   Excused Absences    Unexcused Absences

Brett Klein, Chair 
X          32


                 

Thom Bettinger
X          21
Kate Castle, Vice Chair
X          24
      2


Joe Jackson
X          13
      2
Grant Wilson
X          15



Brielle McNeel
E
7
      3
Mark Polischak
X          10
Victor Yepello
X
9               1

Travis Armstrong
X
9

X = Present

L = Late

E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)


U = did not notify of absence

CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability 



         Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator    
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject matter within jurisdiction of the City. Although the Sustainability Commission values your comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for each speaker.
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS


             (5 MINutes)
B. PRESENTATIONS





           (30 MINUTES)
1. Seth Shteir, Desert Field Representative for National Parks Conservation Association, and Mark Butler, Prior Superintendent
Joshua Tree National Park Environmental Education Program

· Mr. Butler presented to the Commission a slide presentation introducing the Joshua Tree National Park Environmental Education Program, which is intended to instill outdoor activities towards youths and will be located adjacent to Joshua Tree National Park.
· Mr. Shtier presented the value of environmental education which promotes physical, emotional and intellectual benefits to youths.  Mr. Butler requested the City of Palm Springs to endorse the creation of the environmental education center.
· Chair Klein inquired on the selection process, in which Mr. Shtier stated the student selection process has not yet been determined.

· Commissioner Bettinger inquired if the Program will be inclusive of youths of ADA, in which Mr. Butler stated the Program will cater to those students but there are mobility and sight limitations.
2. Vicki Oltean, Parks and Recreation, Parks Master Plan
· Director Oltean provided a summary of the Parks Master Plan, which is presently being reviewed by their Commission. The Plan will be presented to the City Counsil on June for final approval.  The creation of the Plan was initiated back in 2009, but due to the economy, the implementation was delayed.
· Commissioner Jackson inquired if the Plan included conservation and energy efficient practices.  Director Oltean stated the Plan does not incorporate sustainable practices as priorities were focused on providing recreational facilities that the community wanted.  She will inquire with the consultant if conservation and recycling can be included this advance of the process.
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES




              (5 MINUTES)
1. March 18, 2014, Regular Meeting
Commissioner Wilson motioned for the approval of minutes.

Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion.

All approved.
· Agenda approved without amendments.
D.
RECYCLING UPDATE




               (5 MINUTES)

1. Village Fest Recycling
·    Coordinator Calhoun requested the Commission to consider the cost in time and money to implement recycling at Village Fest.  He stated he is not opposed to implementing a recycling program at Village Fest but the Commission must weigh the cost versus the benefits.
· Coordinator Calhoun recommended implementing a pilot recycling program limited to selected areas at Village Fest, to determine if it would be feasible.
· Commissioner Wilson would like the merchant at Village Fest to use compostable materials.  Coordinator Calhoun agreed as that would solve the recycling issue.
2. PSDS Once A Week Collection Update
·    Coordinator Calhoun reported PSDS successfully implemented the “Once A Week Collection” Program with limited complaints.  Complaints are primarily due to the size of the bins.  PSDS will resolve these complaints by providing residents with smaller bins.
· Coordinator Calhoun reported PSDS has ordered 2300 additional green waste bins, as there has been an increase demand from residents.
· Coordinator Calhoun reported the previous weekend, the Office of Sustainability had the Free Recycling Event at City Hall.  It was successful having two trucks ¾ full.
E.
SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER’S REPORT

                          (10 MINUTES)

1. New Project Assessment and Creative Brief Submission Form
· Manager Mician presented the forms to the Commission.  Mr. Vatcher, Brighthaus Marketing, reported the forms were inspired from the NMTP Session.  It was designed as a tool for all Commissioners when they want to submit a proposal or program to Commission and Office of Sustainability.
2. Bike Rack Adoption Program and Hosting Agreement
· Manager Mician presented the adoption form to the Commission. It will be provided to Palm Springs businesses who want to install a bike rack at their location.  The Commission will provide the bike rack at no cost but the business will be responsible for the cost of installation.
3. Earth Day Events
i. April 19th 2 P.M., Library Event
ii. April 26th 8 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. Earth Day at the Farmer’s Market
· Manager Mician reminded the Commission of the two Earth Day Events.
4. June 11, 2014 Joint Study Session on Water
Sustainability Commission, Planning Commission and Architectural Advisory Committee

· Manager Mician reported the joint Commission Meeting on June 11, 2014 between 11:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.  
F.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

                                     (10 MINUTES)
1. Water Subcommittee, Commissioner Yepello and Bettinger
· Commissioner Yepello reported the subcommittee did not have meeting and there is no update.
2. Education Subcommittee, Commissioner McNeel
· Commissioner McNeel was not in attendance and there is no update.
3. Green Building/Solar  Subcommittee, On Hold
4. Wellness Subcommittee, Commissioner Jackson
· Commissioner Jackson reported the subcommittee has been meeting with HARC to create the Health and Wellness Chapter to the Sustainability Master Plan.
· Commissioner Jackson reported the subcommittee will be conducting a Study Session for Urban Chicken and Bee Keeping.
5. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Vice Chair Castle
· Vice Chair Castle provided time line of the passing of Palm Springs Bag Ordinance.
· Vice Chair Castle reported SB270 is still in Committee in the State level.

· Vice Chair Castle reported the Bag Monster was in attendance at the Paws for Fun, PSNIC Picnic and Arbor Day Celebration events.
6. 
Non-Motorized Transportation Subcommittee, Chair Klein
· Chair Klein provided handout for Bike Month/Cycledelic events for May 2014.
· Chair Klein reported proposed projects funded by Measure J that will be undertaken in the following three fiscal years.
G.
NEW BUSINESS






   (15 MINUTES)

1.
Plastic Bag Ordinance Outreach Program
i. Psbagsit.com Webpage

ii. Review Budget for Program Development

· Manager Mician reported the creation of Psbagsit.com Website which is intended to educate and assist both residents and business regarding the Bag Ordinance.
· Coordinator Calhoun reported the website will include a link to the Green Business Program. 
2.
Sustainability and Recycling On-Line Marketing Plan Review
RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO APPROVE FUNDING NOT TO EXCEED $7,500.00 FOR DESERT SUN INTEGRATED MEDIA FROM ACCOUNT 138-1270-45520

A motion to vote was initiated by Chair Klein

No second required.


All approved.

· Manager Mician reported an annual contract with Desert Sun is more cost effective and would provide the Commission a tool to educate residents of the many programs the City offers.  It would also allow the Commission to better brand the Office of Sustainability.
H.
OLD BUSINESS




     
                (5 minutes)
1. Sustainability Film Series Update, Commissioner Bettinger
· Commissioner Bettinger provided a list of movies the Commission to review for possible showing for next fiscal year’s Sustainability Film Series.
· Manager Mician proposed alternative location for free film showing when not held at the Camelot Theater.
I.
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

                                       
(10 MINUTES)  
· Commissioner Armstrong commented November is Native American Month and the Aqua Caliente would like to partner with the Commission during the Sustainable Free Film Series on November 14th, 2014.
· Commissioner Bettinger acknowledged Vice Chair Castle being recognized as a recipient of a Volunteer Award from County of Riverside.
J.
ADJOURMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:09 P.M. The first motion was by Commissioner Yepello and a second by Commissioner Bettinger. They will adjourn to the Regular Meeting which will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s normal meeting schedule is at 5 P.M. on the third Tuesday of every month except August unless otherwise noted or amended. 
Respectfully Submitted,
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Michele Mician, Manager 
Office of Sustainability


