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SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 
www.palmsprings-ca.gov  www.yoursustainablecity.com  

 

    REGULAR  
      MEETING AGENDA 
  

 
 

 
Staff representatives: Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager 
   Arwel Bermudo, Clerical Assistant 
   Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator  
                                             
City of Palm Springs Vision Statement: Palm Springs aspires to be a unique world-class desert community, where residents and visitors 
enjoy our high quality of life and a relaxing experience. We desire to balance our cultural and historical resources with responsible, 
sustainable economic growth and enhance our natural desert beauty. We are committed to providing responsive, friendly, and efficient 
customer service in an environment that fosters unity among all our citizens.  
 

Please MUTE OR TURN OFF all audible electronic devices for the duration of this meeting.  Thank you! 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

FLAG SALUTE 

ROLL CALL 

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER REPORTS 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  This time is for members of the public to address the Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and 
items of general interest within the subject matter within jurisdiction of the City.  The Commission values your comments but, 
pursuant to the Brown Act, cannot take action on items not listed on the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes for each speaker.  

  
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS         (5 MINUTES) 

 
B. PRESENTATIONS           (40 MINUTES)  

1. New State Water Resources Control Board Restrictions, Katie Ruark, Desert Water Agency Sustainability 
2. Sustainability Master Plan Update, Eric Yurkovich, Raimi and Associates 
3. Cycledelic Event Update April 30, 2015 at 6 PM, Jeff Hocker  
 

C. MEETING MINUTES           (5 MINUTES) 
1. March 17, 2015 Meeting Minutes approval  

      
D. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT, Cheryl Houck, Liaison and Commissioner Armstrong  
 
E. RECYCLING REPORT, Gary Calhoun        (10 MINUTES) 

1. Shredding and E Waste Event Report April 18,2015  
2. Update on May 3, 2015 Deadline for Plastic Bag Ban Ordinance for Small Shops  

 
F. SUSTAINABILITY MANAGERS REPORT, Michele Mician      (60 MINUTES) 

COMMISSIONERS Brett Klein, Chair 
Travis Armstrong  Tara Lazar  

Thom Bettinger  Nate Otto  

Michael Birnberg Mark Polischak 

Orlando Gotay Grant Wilson  
Joseph Jackson, Vice Chair Victor Yepello 
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1. Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy Proposition 1 Grant Program Potential Project
2. Discussion on 2015 California Desert Conservation and Recreation Act
3. Local Food Production: Orchard Project on Arbor Day April 14 at 4 PM at Boys and Girls Club

G. OLD BUSINESS (5 MINUTES)  
1. Sustainability Film Series Update, Commissioner Bettinger
2. Discuss Resolution for 2015 California Desert Conservation and Recreation Act

H. NEW BUSINESS (10 MINUTES) 
1. H2otel Program Participation Outreach, Sustainability Manager Mician
2. Bike Month Bike Donation Program, Chair Klein
3. Subcommittee Reporting

RECOMMENDATION:  MOTION THAT SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION SUB-COMMITTEE CHAIRS SHALL 
SUBMIT WRITTEN REPORTS MONTHLY BY NOON ON THURSDAY PRIOR TO THE REGULAR SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMISSION MEETING IN AN EFFORT TO COMMUNICATE EFFICIENTLY WITH OTHER 
COMMISSIONERS AND PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION OF MEETINGS FOR CITY STAFF. 

I. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (30 MINUTES) 
1. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Gotay
2. Education Subcommittee, Commissioners Birnberg and Lazar
3. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Commissioners Wilson and Otto
4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Commissioner Polischak
5. Wellness Subcommittee, Vice Chair Jackson
6. Alternative Transportation Subcommittee, Chair Klein and Commissioner Yepello

J. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS (5 MINUTES) 

K.  ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission will adjourn to the amended date for the Regular 
Meeting, which will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 19, 2015 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. The 
Sustainability Commission’s normal meeting schedule is at 5 p.m. on the third Tuesday of every month except August 
unless otherwise noted or amended.  

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND 
It is the intention of the City of Palm Springs to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects. If, as 
an attendee or a participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, the City 
will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner.  Please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (760) 323-
8204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular needs and to determine if accommodation is 
feasible. Please advise us at that time if you will need accommodations to attend or participate in meetings on a regular 
basis.  If additional information is needed, please contact the Office of Sustainability at (760)323-8214.  

Pursuant to G.C. Section 54957.5(b) (2) the designated office for inspection of records in connection with the meeting is 
Office of Sustainability, City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way.  Complete Agenda Packets are available for public 
inspection at: City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92264.    If you would like additional information 
on any item appearing on this agenda, please contact Office of Sustainability at 760-323-8248. 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING: I, Michele C. Mician, Sustainability Manager of the City of Palm Springs, California, certify this Agenda was posted at or 
before 6:00 p.m. on April 14, 2015, as required by established policies and procedures. 

, Michele C. Mician, Sustainability Manager 



Sustainability Commission 
 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 MINUTES 
 

 
Tuesday, March 17, 2015, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
FLAG SALUTE: The flag salute was done by Commissioner Polischak. 
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs 
Sustainability Commission.   
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician.  A 
motion to approve the agenda was initiated by Vice Chair Jackson and Commissioner Lazar 
seconded the motion.  All Approved. 
 
       Present    FY 2014/2015 FY 2014/2015 

  This Meeting     to Date   Excused Absences    Unexcused Absences 
Brett Klein, Chair  X          43                     
Thom Bettinger X          32   
Joe Jackson X          23          
Grant Wilson X          26    
Mark Polischak X          21 
Victor Yepello X          18                   2               
Travis Armstrong X          20 
Michael Birnberg X 9  
Orlando Gotay E 8  1 
Tara Lazar X 9 
Nate Otto X 8  1 
 
X = Present 
L = Late 
E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
U = did not notify of absence 
    
CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability 
            Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator   
            Arwel Bermudo, Clerical Assistant 
 
CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER REPORTS 
 

• No Report 
   
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the 
Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject 
matter within jurisdiction of the City. Although the Sustainability Commission values your 



comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on 
the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for each speaker. 
 

• Julie Warren, Palm Springs Library and Public Services Manager, thanked the 
Commission for their support of the Library’s Film Series.  

• Manager Warren advised the 2nd Family Fun event will be held on March 25th and the 
Department of Sustainability will be participating. 
  

A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS                (5 MINUTES) 
• No Welcomes and Introductions 

  
B. MEETING MINUTES                   (5 MINUTES) 

1. The minutes from January 20, 2015 were presented by the Sustainability Manager 
Mician. A motion to approve the minutes, with amendments, was initiated by 
Commissioner Wilson and Commissioner Otto seconded the motion.  All approved. 

2. The minutes from February 17, 2015 were presented by the Sustainability Manager 
Mician. A motion to approve the minutes, with amendments, was initiated by 
Commissioner Polischak and Commissioner Bettinger seconded the motion.  All 
approved. 

 
C. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION LAISON REPORT -  Cheryl Houck and 
Travis Armstrong 

• Commissioner Houck reported Dog Waste Station will be installed in the next several 
months in the Parks.  The have a contractor who will install four Pickle Ball Courts at 
Demuth Park. 

• Commissioner Houck reported they are in the process of choosing the site for the next 
Dog Park. 

• Manager Mician inquired if the Parks and Recreation Commission have placement for 
the Recycling Units that were purchased by the Sustainability Commission.  
Commissioner Houck stated their Commission will need to place it on the Agenda. 

 
D. RECYCLING REPORT         (10 MINUTES) 

1. Used Tire Event Update 
• Coordinator Calhoun reported the Shredding and E Waste Event, including Tire 

Recycling Event, was well participated. 
• Coordinator Calhoun reported both Shredding Trucks were filled. 

2. Shredding and E Waste Event Schedule – Upcoming April 18, 2015 
• Coordinator Calhoun reported the next Shredding and E Waste Event will be held on 

April 18, 2015, which will be increased to three shredding trucks. 
• Coordinator Calhoun reported he and Manager Mician met with Andrew Smith, 

Calrecycle, in regards to AB 341 and the reporting process, and AB26 regarding 
organics collection. 

• Coordinator Calhoun reported he is continuing outreach with small retailers regarding 
the Bag Ordinance.  He expressed his concern regarding pharmacies which sell sharp 
containers but will not accept them once the containers are full. 

E. SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER’S REPORT       (60 MINUTES) 
1. 2015-16 Budget Overview 
• Manager Mician provided an overview of Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Budget. 
• Manager Mician requested from each Subcommittee an estimate amount they would 

like budgeted for programs they would like to accomplish during Fiscal Year 2015-



2016.  She advised funds are limited. 
• After much discussion, the Subcommittees provided Manager Mician their goals and 

estimate cost to accomplish those goals. 
1. Sustainability Master Plan Status 
• Manager Mician reported Raimi and Associates will be conducting online surveys to 

collect community input and ideas on health and sustainability topics during PSNIC 
Picnic on March 28, 2015. 

2. Waste Management and Snapple Grant Application 
• Manager Mician submitted two new grants to Waste Management and Snapple. 
• Manager Mician reported The Snapple Grant for recycling containers. 

3. SCAG Sustainability Awards Application 
• Manager Mician applied for Active Transportation Grant. 

4. Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy Proposition 1Grant Program Potential Project 
• Manager Mician was asked to apply for this grant to cover the cost to clean medicinal 

dumping. 
5. Discussion on 2015 California Desert Conservation and Recreation Act 
• Manager Mician just wanted Commission that they will have to vote to support the 

resolution.  Whether or not the Commission is in favor, it will be voted on by the City 
Council. 

6. Local Food Production: Orchard Project on Arbor Day April 14 at 4 PM at the Boys and 
Girls Club 

• Manager Mician reported 2015 Arbor Day will be celebrated at the Boys and Girls 
Club by having a new orchard planted at the facility.  Eight new fruit trees will be 
planted. 

 
F. OLD BUSINESS                           (5 MINUTES) 

1. Sustainability Film Series Update, Commissioner Bettinger 
• Commissioner Bettinger provided the Commission eight films for the Sustainability 

Film Series that will run from October 2015 through May 2016. 
• Commissioner would like to find better ways marketing the film series to increase the 

attendance. 
 

G.  NEW BUSINESS                       (10 MINUTES) 
1. Sustainability Rebranding as Part of Master Plan Update, Commissioner Lazar 

• Commissioner Lazar provided proposed logos for each Subcommittee.  She requested 
feedback from the Commission, as the logos are not finalized. 

2. Support for Regional Environmental Education Community World  Environment Day 
RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE SUPPORT OF THE WORLD ENVIRONMENT 
DAY EVENT WITH DONATION OF 100 REUSABLE BAGS AND UP TO $250.00 
IN MONETARY SUPPORT 
 

     A motion to vote was initiated by Chair Klein. 
 Commissioner Bettinger seconded the motion. 
 All approved. 

 
H. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS                                (20 MINUTES)

   
1. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Gotay 
• Manager Mician reported the State passed stronger water conservation regulations.  

The State is making the Water Agencies implement these new regulations. 



• Commissioner Armstrong recommended more members may be necessary in the 
Subcommittee, especially in light of the new regulations. 

2. Education Subcommittee, Commissioner Birnberg and Lazar 
• Commissioner Birnberg reported he has been speaking with a local artist who can help 

provide outreach through his artwork which expresses the concern over the drought. 
• Commissioner Birnberg reported he has been speaking with Climate Ride, an 

organization that fund raises for sustainable effort. Manager Mician expressed her 
concern whether or not the City or the Commission can solicit for funds. 

3. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Commissioner Wilson and Otto 
• Commissioner Otto had no report.  Commissioner Wilson did note the Solar Resolution 

passed by the Sustainability Commission has not been presented to the Planning 
Commission. 

4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Commissioner Polischak 
• Commissioner Polischak has been in contact with Waste No Food to arrange a 

presentation with the hospitality association in Palm Springs.  FIND Food Bank would 
also like to get more exposure from the restaurants and hotels on what they do. 

5. Wellness Subcommittee, Vice Chair Jackson 
• Vice Chair Jackson provided a packet for the subcommittee’s waking initiative.  The 

subcommittee would like to focus on the 55+ age groups. 
• Vice Chair would also like to promote the walking aspect of the Mayor’s Race and 

Wellness Festival.  He also provided an informal walking survey which he conducted 
himself 

6. Non-Motorized Transportation Subcommittee, Chair Klein and Commissioner Yepello 
• Chair Klein reported The City Council had approved the cost and drawing for Year 

One NMTP Projects. 
 

I. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS                                            (5 MINUTES) 
• Manager Mician commented the Commission was just won a $56 thousand grant for 

Zero Emission Vehicles. 
• Chair Klein asked for a consensus from each individual Commissioner in regards to his 

request for written Subcommittee Reports, which are to be submitted to staff prior to 
each Sustainability Meeting. 

• The consensus from each individual Commissioner was positive.  Each provided the 
reason why it was useful tool to document and organize their programs.  Commissioner 
Gotay was not present for the Meeting. 

• The Commission to place Mandatory Written Subcommittee Reports on the the Next 
Month’s Meeting under New Business. 
 

J. ADJOURMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:37 P.M. 
Commissioner Birnberg motioned to adjourn. Commissioner Polischak seconded. All approved. 
They will adjourn to the Regular Meeting which will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, 
2015 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s normal 
meeting schedule is at 5 P.M. on the third Tuesday of every month except August unless 
otherwise noted or amended.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 



 

 

 
SUBCOMMITEE 

REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE: April 21, 2015 SUBMITTED BY:  Grant Wilson and Nate Otto 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME: Building SUBMITTED DATE: April 13, 2015 

SUBCOMMITEE MEETING DATE:  none held NEXT SUBCOMMITEE MEETING DATE: TBD 

 

Summary:   

 
No subcommittee meeting was held during the past month. However, the Planning Commission reviewed the 
Sustainability Commission’s solar regulations recommendations and has directed the Planning Department to seek 
further clarification from the Sustainability Commission. This request is anticipated within the next meeting cycle. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE: 4/13/15 SUBMITTED BY:  B.Klein / V.Yepello / N.Ferguson 

SUBCOMMITTE NAME: NMTC SUBMITTED DATE: 4/13/15 

SUBCOMMITEE MEETING DATE:  3/23/15 & 4/5/15 NEXT SUBCOMMITEE MEETING DATE: TBD 

Subcommittee Meeting Goal:  

3/23: To meet and discuss connectivity with area bike clubs; CV Bicycle Coalition, Desert Bicycle Club and other 
3/8: To meet and discuss May Bike Month ‘bike donation and repurpose’ program to benefit area kids orgs. 

Summary:   

1) Solicitation and outreach to: Hot Purple, SunLine, PS Cyclery, Boys and Girls Clubs of PS and Mecca and James 
‘O Jesse Center. 

2) Determine logistics and marketing for the event, plus donation drop-off and/or repair locations (Hot Purple, 
SunLine and PS Cyclery). 

3) Program to be a cross-valley partnership with Boys and Girls Clubs in Palm Springs and Mecca, plus James ‘O 
Jesse for children in need. 

4) Marketing and publicity to include: Facebook, Twitter, bike clubs, PS Cyclery, charities and all City channels 
including TV PSA slide. 

5) 2015-16 Budget Considerations:  to be presented at 3/17 meeting. 
 
Recommendation/Request  

1) Confirm partnerships for online digital and web push. 
2) Donation/Re-purpose event to start with Cycledelic and conclude May 30th.  
3) Bike repair, safety checks and/or parts donations to be completed by early June and donated by mid-June. 
4) Confirm drop-off locations and repair/safety check sites. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION  
N/A 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY N/A 



 

 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE 
REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  April 21, 2015 SUBMITTED BY:  Joe Jackson, Thom Bettinger, Mark 
Polischak, Grant Wilson 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME:  Wellness Sub-Committee SUBMITTED DATE:  April 7, 2015 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  March 31, 2015 NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  April 28, 2015 

Subcommittee Meeting Goal:  

Continue discussions on how to foster a high quality pedestrian environment for the people of the City of Palm 
Springs.  

Summary:   

The following items were discussed and will be reviewed with staff before proceeding with recommendations: 

1. Invite Charlotte Whitney, our contracted grant writer, to investigate possible grants for a pedestrian plan. 
2. Consider an update of local architect Dan Spencer’s pedestrian work. 
3. Examine the Agua Caliente Band’s Section 14 Complete Streets document regarding pedestrian aspects. 
4. Investigate a partnership with the Health Assessment Resource Center (HARC) to review literature on the 

public health benefits of walking. 
5. Consider submitting a report to the ONePS “Hot Spots” task force regarding pedestrian concerns. (open 

application process from mid-April to mid-May) 

Also, it was noted, that at the request of Manager Mician, Commissioners Bettinger and Jackson will attend the Let’s 
Move! Cities, Towns, and Counties training event in Los Angeles on April 30. There will be no cost to the Commission 
or the City for any part of this training which is covered fully by the national organizers. The Wellness Sub-Cmte/SC is 
already a partner with them. See http://www.healthycommunitieshealthyfuture.org/places/#Palm Springs, CA  

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION  

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY 
Discuss possible pedestrian related grants with our 
writer, Charlotte Whitney. 

 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY:  

None at this time. 

 

http://www.healthycommunitieshealthyfuture.org/places/%23Palm


 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF PALM SPRINGS, 
SUPPORTING WILDERNESS, WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS, 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS, NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE 
ADDITIONS IN THE CALIFORNIA DESERT 

 
 

WHEREAS, Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer have introduced the 
California Desert Conservation and Recreation Act 2015 (S414) that certain unique, 
undeveloped, ecologically and geologically significant, culturally important, and scenic areas of 
public land within the California Desert Conservation Area are preserved as wilderness, wild and 
scenic rivers, national monuments, and National Park and Preserve additions; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the proposed designations will contribute to our region’s superior desert 

and mountain vistas, air quality, water quality, peaceful soundscapes, and dark night skies; 
providing local residents and visitors with opportunities for many recreational activities 
including hiking, horseback riding, rock climbing, photography, camping, off-roading, wildlife 
viewing, scientific research, and nature study; ensuring these attributes for future generations; 
and 

 
WHEREAS national park and wilderness designations are an important component of the 

City of Palm Springs historic, cultural, economic, and social identity, and generate substantial 
economic benefit for surrounding area businesses through local employment; tax revenues; 
visitor spending; and  

 
WHEREAS, preserving these areas would protect landscapes that encompass steep 

mountains, winding canyons, free flowing rivers, and rugged desert landscapes including the 
proposed Sand to Snow National Monument; Whitewater Wild and Scenic River; and additions 
to Joshua Tree National Park. 

 
 Now, therefore, be it resolved that the City Council of Palm Springs endorses and 
supports the designation of wilderness, the designation of wild and scenic rivers, the National 
Park and Preserve wilderness additions within the California Desert Conservation Area, and the 
Sand to Snow National Monument and the Mojave Trails National Monument. 
  

 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____th day of _________________, 20___. 

 



 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, SUPPORTING WILDERNESS, WILD AND 
SCENIC RIVERS, NATIONAL MONUMENTS, NATIONAL PARK AND 

PRESERVE ADDITIONS IN THE CALIFORNIA DESERT 
 
 

WHEREAS, Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer have introduced the 
California Desert Conservation and Recreation Act 2015 (S414) that certain unique, 
undeveloped, ecologically and geologically significant, culturally important, and scenic areas of 
public land within the California Desert Conservation Area are preserved as wilderness, wild and 
scenic rivers, national monuments, and National Park and Preserve additions; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the proposed designations will contribute to our region’s superior desert 

and mountain vistas, air quality, water quality, peaceful soundscapes, and dark night skies; 
providing local residents and visitors with opportunities for many recreational activities 
including hiking, horseback riding, rock climbing, photography, camping, off-roading, wildlife 
viewing, scientific research, and nature study; ensuring these attributes for future generations; 
and 

 
WHEREAS national park and wilderness designations are an important component of the 

City of Palm Springs historic, cultural, economic, and social identity, and generate substantial 
economic benefit for surrounding area businesses through local employment; tax revenues; 
visitor spending; and  

 
WHEREAS, preserving these areas would protect landscapes that encompass steep 

mountains, winding canyons, free flowing rivers, and rugged desert landscapes including the 
proposed Sand to Snow National Monument; Whitewater Wild and Scenic River; and additions 
to Joshua Tree National Park. 

 
 Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Sustainability Commission of the City of Palm 
Springs endorses and supports the designation of wilderness, the designation of wild and scenic 
rivers, the National Park and Preserve wilderness additions within the California Desert 
Conservation Area, and the Sand to Snow National Monument and the Mojave Trails National 
Monument. 
  

 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____th day of _________________, 20___. 

 



           as of March 17, 2015 
 

SUSTAINABILTY FILM SERIES 
8 films that run October through May  

 
October:  Climate Action Month 
November: Recycling Month 
December 
January: Green Business Month 
February: Community Gardens & Nutrition Month 
March: Water Awareness Month  
April: Earth Month  
May: Clean Air Month 
[June: Clean-Up Month; July: Parks & Recreation Month; August: Solar Awareness month; September:    ] 
 
Recommendations/suggestions for future showings: 
 
The Perfect Human Diet - This film, by broadcast journalist C.J. Hunt, bypasses current dietary group-think 
by exploring modern dietary science, previous historical findings, ancestral native diets and the emerging field 
of human dietary evolution - revealing for the first time, the authentic human diet. Film audiences finally can 
see what our species truly needs for optimal health and are given a practical template based on scientific facts. 
http://www.perfecthumandiet.us  [NOTE: filmmaker has proposed October 2015 showing, and offered to 
be present for Q&A] 
   
Just Eat It: A Food Waste Story - Filmmakers and food lovers Jen and Grant dive into the issue of food waste 
from farm, through retail, all the way to the back of their own fridge. After catching a glimpse of the billions of 
dollars of good food that is tossed each year in North America, they pledge to quit grocery shopping and survive 
only on discarded food. What they find is truly shocking. http://www.foodwastemovie.com 
 
Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret - this groundbreaking feature-length environmental documentary 
follows intrepid filmmaker Kip Andersen as he uncovers the most destructive industry facing the planet today – 
and investigates why the world’s leading environmental organizations are too afraid to talk about it. 
Animal agriculture is the leading cause of deforestation, water consumption and pollution, is responsible for 
more greenhouse gases than the transportation industry, and is a primary driver of rainforest destruction, species 
extinction, habitat loss, topsoil erosion, ocean “dead zones,” and virtually every other environmental ill. Yet it 
goes on, almost entirely unchallenged. As Andersen approaches leaders in the environmental movement, he 
increasingly uncovers what appears to be an intentional refusal to discuss the issue of animal agriculture, while 
industry whistleblowers and watchdogs warn him of the risks to his freedom and even his life if he dares to 
persist...this shocking yet humorous documentary reveals the absolutely devastating environmental impact 
large-scale factory farming has on our planet, and offers a path to global sustainability for a growing population. 
http://www.cowspiracy.com 
 
Bikes vs Cars - The bicycle is an amazing tool for change. Activists and cities all over the world are moving 
towards a new system. But will the economic powers allow it? Bikes vs Cars, a new film project from director 
Fredrik Gertten, looks into and investigates the daily global drama in traffic around the 
world.                                                            http://www.bikes-vs-cars.com [NOTE: World Premiere March 
15, 2015] 
  
The Nature of Cities - How can we make better cities than ever, better workplaces, better schools... how can 
we immerse ourselves in nature everyday instead of thinking we have to get in SUV and drive 50 miles? There 
is no doubt that we need nature. It's absolutely essential to daily life. We can find it in the cities where we live, 

http://www.perfecthumandiet.us/
http://www.foodwastemovie.com/
http://www.cowspiracy.com/
http://www.bikes-vs-cars.com/


it's all around us if we look, but there are also many innovative ways in which nature can be designed into urban 
environments. http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/nature-cities [NOTE: 40 min] 
 
Drop in the Ocean? - In less than 50 years, ocean life as we know it could be completely done for. This not 
only means dead oceans, but a dead ecosystem, and mass deaths of all who depend on it. That means us. Does 
this sound far flung? ...there are now 61% more carbon emission in the air than there were back then. What does 
it all mean, and what can we do now to improve things for ourselves and generations to come?  Many modern 
luxuries like global travel and the production of technology contribute to global warming. Should we give these 
up, or are there smarter approaches to take towards reducing carbon emissions? What might those approaches 
be, and how can governments get on board, inevitably leading countries full of citizens who have already 
expressed interests in these sorts of activities on the same path?  http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/drop-ocean 
[NOTE: 28 min] 
 
Inside the World of Garbage - We're living on a beautiful planet and as a human race we've been here for 
thousands of years. Our planet didn't need to be protected; life was flourishing on its own, with its own agenda. 
However for the past 100 years we've made a tremendous impact with our footprint due to the growth of world 
population and the industrialization of our everyday life. Economy, profit and capitalization became more 
important than respecting our planet and an ancient knowledge to advance a new way of 
life. http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/inside-garbage-world 
 
 Switch -  Every energy resource--fossil, nuclear and renewable--is undergoing profound changes. And overall, 
we're gradually shifting from coal and oil to the energies of tomorrow. This sweeping transition is the subject 
of Switch. But rather than advocate for how it should happen, Switch travels the world to discover how it most 
likely will happen. Switch is also about a changing energy conversation. Today, it’s polarized and unproductive. 
Switch focuses on practical realities and encourages a balanced understanding. Finally, Switch is about changing 
the way we use energy, to realize the many economic and environmental benefits of efficiency. 
 http://www.switchenergyproject.com   Official trailer:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=RY-TdHySPyk 
 
-------------------------------- 
 
The Human Experiment -- lifts the veil on the shocking reality that thousands of untested chemicals are in our 
everyday products, our homes and inside of us. Simultaneously, the prevalence of many diseases continues to 
rise. From Oscar® winner Sean Penn and Emmy® winning journalists Dana Nachman and Don Hardy, The 
Human Experiment tells the personal stories of people who believe their lives have been affected by chemicals 
and takes viewers to the front lines as activists go head-to-head with the powerful and well-funded chemical 
industry. These activists bring to light a corrupt system that’s been hidden from consumers... until 
now.   http://thehumanexperimentmovie.com/ 
 
The Organic Life - A year in the life of an hopeful organic farmer and his skeptical girlfriend reveals that a 
changing climate, financial insecurity, demanding physical labor, and corporate agriculture threaten the 
sustainability of one of the world's most traditional livelihoods in modern-day 
America.  http://www.theorganiclifemovie.com/ 
 
The Starfish Throwers - explores how three of the world’s most fiercely compassionate individuals fight 
hunger and struggle to restore hope to the hopeless in unexpected and sometimes dangerous ways. Half a world 
apart, a five-star chef, a retired school teacher and a sixth-grade master gardener fight for a seemingly lost 
cause—until they discover their impact may reach further than their 
actions. http://www.thestarfishthrowers.com/ 
 
Genetic Roulette – The Gamble of Our Lives-- Never-before-seen evidence points to genetically engineered 
foods as a major contributor to rising disease rates in the US population, especially among children. 
Gastrointestinal disorders, allergies, inflammatory diseases, and infertility are just some of the problems 
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implicated in humans, pets, livestock, and lab animals that eat genetically modified soybeans and 
corn.  http://geneticroulettemovie.com/genetic-roulette-the-gamble-of-our-lives/ 
 
Feeding Frenzy--The Food Industry, Marketing & the Creation of a Health Crisis-- Over  
the past three decades, obesity rates in the U.S. have more than doubled for children and tripled for adolescents 
-- and a startling 70% of adults are now obese or overweight. The result has been a widening epidemic of 
obesity-related health problems, including coronary heart disease, high blood pressure, stroke, and Type 2 
diabetes. While discussions about this spiraling health crisis have tended to focus on the need for more exercise 
and individual responsibility, trains its focus squarely on the responsibility of the processed food industry and 
the outmoded government policies it benefits from. It lays bare how taxpayer subsidies designed to feed hungry 
Americans during the Great Depression have enabled the food industry to flood the market with a rising tide of 
cheap, addictive, high calorie food products, and offers an engrossing look at the tactics of the multibillion-
dollar marketing machine charged with making sure that every one of those surplus calories is 
consumed.  http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=308 
  
Landfill Harmonic-- The world generates about a billion tons of garbage a year. Those who live with it and 
from it are the poor – like the people of Cateura, Paraguay. And here they are transforming it into beauty. 
Landfill Harmonic follows the orchestra as it takes its inspiring spectacle of trash-into-music around the world. 
Follow the lives of a garbage picker, a music teacher and a group of children from a Paraguayan slum that out 
of necessity started creating instruments entirely out of garbage. Landfill Harmonic is a beautiful story about the 
transformative power of music, which also highlights two vital issues of our times: poverty and waste 
pollution. http://www.landfillharmonicmovie.com/ 
 
The Bicycle: Fighting AIDS with Community Medicine (2006)   Follow Pax Chingawale as he cycles from 
village to village in Zomba District, Malawi, fighting AIDS at the grassroots. Pax volunteers with Dignitas 
International, headed up by Dr. James Orbinski, who accepted the Nobel Peace Prize for Médecins Sans 
:Frontières. http://www.nfb.ca/film/bicycle_fighting_aids_with_community_medicine [NOTE:16 min] 
 
Ciclovida Lifecycle: Sowing the SEEDS of Change--6000 Miles at a Time (2011)--This feature-length 
documentary pedals alongside a group of small farmers from Brazil who bicycle over 6,000 miles across the 
South American continent. They use the year of travel to exchange natural seeds, songs, and ideas about new 
ways of relating to the land.  Moving stories from landless peasants, indigenous communities, and small farmers 
inform the travelers and viewers, expanding their understanding of the struggle to survive in the face of global 
agribusiness incursion and the takeover of monocrops for making biofuel. Peer into the lives of Inacio and 
Ivania, who are farmers, poets, musicians, parents, and activists for ecological and social justice. They seek to 
gather and disseminate thousands of seeds, a wealth of knowledge, and contribute to an invaluable network 
amongst small agricultural communities of Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina, all without the use of oil 
or biofuels. With practically no money and no support crew, the cyclists rely entirely on their resourcefulness 
and the solidarity of people they meet along the way. They carry with them only the simplest of necessities, 
their radical ideas and philosophy, collected heirloom seeds, and a video camera. 
http://www.collectiveeye.org/products/ciclovida-lifecycle 
 
Sourlands: Stories from the fight for sustainability (2013)--In the Sourlands of New Jersey, a rampaging 
deer herd, invasive plants, and wholesale habitat destruction threaten the local ecosystem. Farmers in the 
surrounding valley battle against high land prices, high property taxes, and increasingly erratic weather patterns. 
A group of local engineers searches for new ways to save energy and stop global warming. Pay close attention, 
and the challenges facing this community look a lot like the challenges facing ecosystems, farmers, and energy 
visionaries everywhere. The message of cautious hope presented in the film is just as universal: To start solving 
complicated environmental problems, we need to forgo quick fixes and start restoring the natural world—and 
people's connection to it—from the forest floor up. http://www.collectiveeye.org/products/sourlands-
educational 
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Yogawoman:  Never Underestimate the Power of Inner Peace (2013)--Yoga was brought to the west from 
India by a lineage of male teachers. Now there’s a generation of women leading the way. They’re strong, 
they’re inspiring, and they’re radically changing people’s lives. From the busy streets of Manhattan to the dusty 
slums of Kenya, YOGAWOMAN uncovers a global phenomenon that has changed the face of yoga forever. In 
record numbers women are discovering their own strength, vitality, peace and power through yoga. Claiming 
this ancient spiritual path from its traditionally male form, the result is a radical transformation of yoga into an 
international multi-billion dollar industry. Led by a new generation of dynamic female teachers, this “new” 
yoga replaces the male-centered, more rigid style with a distinctly feminine practice that honors intuition, 
family, strength, flow, connection, community, activism and the cyclical nature of women’s lives. A multi-
award winning documentary narrated by Annette Benning, YOGAWOMAN is a groundbreaking film that 
captures this fascinating time of awakening female power through rich personal stories. 
http://www.collectiveeye.org/products/yogawoman-educational 
 
KOYAANISQATSI--  The first film of the QATSI trilogy. The title is a Hopi Indian word meaning "life out of 
balance." Created between 1975 and 1982, the film is an apocalyptic vision of the collision of two different 
worlds -- urban life and technology versus the environment. http://koyaanisqatsi.org/films/koyaanisqatsi.php 
 
Trailers for the following are available at:  http://www.kinolorberedu.com/index.php 
 
BURT'S BUZZ--Enter the reclusive backwoods world of beekeeper Burt Shavitz, still committed to living off 
the land in Maine, as he has since the 1970s, in a renovated turkey coop with no running water. Wise and wry, 
absent-minded and unflappable, Shavitz is a fascinating subject. Burt's Buzz exposes the contrasts and ironies 
that pepper Shavitz's life - including the collision between business and personal values - and delicately mines 
the humor and emotion of his story.  
 
PANDORA'S PROMISE--The atomic bomb and meltdowns like Fukushima have made nuclear power 
synonymous with global disaster. But what if we've got nuclear power wrong? An audience favorite at the 
Sundance Film Festival, Pandora's Promise asks whether the one technology we fear most could save our 
planet from a climate catastrophe, while providing the energy needed to lift billions of people in the developing 
world out of poverty. In his controversial new film, Robert Stone tells the intensely personal stories of 
environmentalists and energy experts who have undergone a radical conversion from being fiercely anti to 
strongly pro-nuclear energy, risking their careers and reputations in the process.  
 

 
---------------------------- 
2014-15 Series: 
 
October: Chasing Ice 
November: Trashed 
December: Fuel 
January: The Greenhorns 
February: Growing Cities 
March: Watershed 
April: Ghost Bird 
May: Pedal-Driven 
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