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3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way  
Palm Springs, CA 92264 

 
 

April 19, 2016 
5:00 PM 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 

www.palmsprings-ca.gov  www.yoursustainablecity.com 
 
    REGULAR  
       MEETING AGENDA 

 

Staff representatives: Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager 
   Dan DeGarmo, Clerical Assistant  
   Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator  
                                             
City of Palm Springs Vision Statement: Palm Springs aspires to be a unique world-class desert community, 
where residents and visitors enjoy our high quality of life and a relaxing experience. We desire to balance our 
cultural and historical resources with responsible, sustainable economic growth and enhance our natural 
desert beauty. We are committed to providing responsive, friendly, and efficient customer service in an 
environment that fosters unity among all our citizens.  
 
Please MUTE OR TURN OFF all audible electronic devices for the duration of this meeting.  Thank you! 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
FLAG SALUTE 
ROLL CALL 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER REPORT 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  This time is for members of the public to address the Sustainability Commission on 
Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject matter within jurisdiction of the City.  The 
Commission values your comments but, pursuant to the Brown Act, cannot take action on items not listed on 
the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes for each speaker.  

 
A. PRESENTATIONS                    (20 MINUTES)  

1. Councilman Kors to discuss CVAG and the Salton Sea  
2. California FIRST Program for Property Assessed Clean Energy  

 
B. MEETING MINUTES           (5 MINUTES) 

1. March 5, 2016 Meeting Minutes approval  
2. March 15, 2016 Meeting Minutes approval  

 
C. PARKS &RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT       (5 MINUTES)  

   Vice Chair Aiello, Parks and Recreation and Commissioner Armstrong, Liaison 
 
D. RECYCLING REPORT, Gary Calhoun                  (10 MINUTES) 

1. Update on Construction and Demolition Debris Recycling Reporting Process  
 

E. SUSTAINABILITY MANAGERS REPORT, Michele Mician               (15 MINUTES) 
1. Recognition of Green Citizen Award Winner, Mary Brent Wehrli 
2. CaliforniaFIRST PACE Program proposal 

COMMISSIONERS 
Joe Jackson- Chair Grant Wilson, Vice Chair 
Travis Armstrong Tara Lazar 
Thom Bettinger Robert McCann 
Nancy Ferguson Nate Otto 
David Freedman Mark Polischak 

http://www.palmsprings-ca.gov/
http://www.yoursustainablecity.com/
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3. Resignation of Commissioner Polischak and open seats 
4. Palm Springs Public Library Family Fun Fest results 
5. Sustainability Film Series Attendance 
6. Sustainability Master Plan and Council Presentation  

 
F. OLD BUSINESS                       (5 MINUTES)  

1. Chair appointment of Sustainability Commission Liaison to Planning Commission and Architectural 
Advisory Commission  

2. Open Streets Event Date Set for May 6, 2017  
 

G. NEW BUSINESS                      (10 MINUTES) 
1. Creation of Subcommittee for emerging issues                       
2. Goals and Scheduling Policy Recommendations to Council for 2016-2020 

i. Multi Family Recycling  
ii. Product Stewardship 
iii. Pesticide Policy  

iv. No Idling Policy 
v. Tree Protection Ordinance  
vi. Mandatory Green Building Practices 

 
H. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS                              (30 MINUTES) 

1. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Freedman 
2. Outreach Subcommittee, Commissioner Lazar  

a. New branding and logos 
3. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Commissioners Otto and Freedman 
4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Commissioner Polischak 
5. Wellness Subcommittee, Chair Jackson 
6. Active Transportation Subcommittee, Commissioner Ferguson 

 
I. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS                     (5 MINUTES) 

 
J.  ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourns to a Regular Meeting, held at 

5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 17, 2016 in the City Hall Large Conference Room. The Sustainability 
Commission’s meeting schedule is at 5 p.m. the third Tuesday each month except August unless otherwise 
noted or amended.  

 
THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND - It is the intention of the City of Palm Springs to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects. If, as an attendee or a participant at this meeting, you 
need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, the City will attempt to accommodate you in every 
reasonable manner.  Please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (760) 323-8204 at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting to inform us of your needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible. Please advise us at that 
time if you need accommodations to attend or participate in meetings on a regular regularly.  If additional 
information is needed, please contact the Office of Sustainability at (760)323-8214.  
 
Pursuant to G.C. Section 54957.5(b) (2) the designated office for inspection of records in connection with the 
meeting is Office of Sustainability, City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way.  Complete Agenda Packets are 
available for public inspection at: City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92264.    If you 
would like additional information on any item appearing on this agenda, please contact Office of Sustainability 
at 760-323-8248. 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING: I, Michele C. Mician, Sustainability Manager of the City of Palm Springs, California, 

certify this Agenda was posted at or before 6:00 p.m. on April 10, 2016, as required by established policies and 
procedures. 

Michele C. Mician, Sustainability Manager 



Santiago Resort 
650 East San Lorenzo Rd. 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
March 29, 2016 
 
Mayor Robert Moon 
City of Palm Springs 
3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
 
Dear Mayor Moon: 
  
My company, Santiago Resort, is located at 650 East San Lorenzo Rd. and respectfully 
requests that the City of Palm Springs consider and adopt the CaliforniaFIRST Property 
Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program.  PACE is enabled by state law; however, the 
law requires that the local government opt into the program. Dozens of cities and 
counties around the state have already done so, so I am requesting that your City of Palm 
Springs opt in as well.  
  
With the CaliforniaFIRST PACE program, small and medium businesses like mine will 
be able to invest in energy efficiency and solar upgrades without high upfront cost.  
Private sources of capital provide funding for PACE and are repaid through an 
assessment on a property’s tax bill.  
  
With the California FIRST PACE program, we will likely be able to reduce and predict 
our energy costs, which is an enormous benefit to us, our customers and the economy of 
City of Palm Springs. 
  
Thank you for your consideration.  Please consider adopting this important program as 
soon as possible. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Santiago Resort

DocuSign Envelope ID: 37A42E66-39C7-44DC-81FD-72752B6EA602



April 19, 2016

Residential and Commercial 
PACE Financing



-­ Property  Assessed  Clean  Energy  (PACE)

-­ Financing  for renewable  energy,  energy  efficiency  and  
water  conservation  projects  

-­ Residential,  commercial,  industrial,  agricultural,  non-­profit

-­ Assessment  placed  on  property  and  repayed through  
property  tax  bills  

Background



Benefits  of  PACE  

• Helps	
  property	
  owners	
  reduce	
  their	
  utility	
  
bills

• Increases	
  energy	
  and	
  water	
  efficiency
• Makes	
  homes	
  more	
  comfortable
• Improves	
  indoor	
  air	
  quality
• Helps	
  cities	
  meet	
  their	
  GHG	
  and	
  water	
  
reduction	
  mandates



PACE  Competition

• Best	
  Public	
  Policy	
  – Competitive	
  PACE	
  
marketplace	
  (PACE	
  providers	
  compete	
  for	
  business	
  by	
  
improving	
  services	
  and	
  reducing	
  interest	
  rates)

• Cities	
  are	
  joining	
  new	
  PACE	
  programs	
  to	
  give	
  
property	
  owners	
  more	
  choices

• CVAG	
  Recently	
  added	
  CaliforniaFIRST	
  to	
  its	
  
regional	
  PACE	
  program	
  to	
  provide	
  more	
  PACE	
  
options	
  for	
  the	
  region



Joint	
  Powers Authority	
  	
  è PACE	
  Program	
  

1. Coachella	
  Valley	
  Association	
  of	
  Governments	
  è Ygrene

2. Western	
  Riverside	
  Council	
  of	
  Governments	
  èHERO

3. California	
  Statewide	
  Communities	
  Development	
  Authority	
  
(CSCDA)	
  è CaliforniaFIRST	
  	
  

PACE  Program  Sponsors



CaliforniaFIRST  Impact
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• Available	
  in	
  over	
  320	
  communities	
  in	
  39	
  counties	
  
(including	
  Riverside	
  County	
  and	
  City	
  of	
  Palm	
  
Desert)

• Approved	
  Applications	
  -­‐ 16,400	
  for	
  $475,898,064
• Jobs	
  Created	
  (Direct,	
  Indirect	
  and	
  Induced)	
  -­‐ 1,719
• GHG	
  Reduction	
  -­‐ 9,096	
  tons
• Water	
  Conserved	
  -­‐ 8,897,067	
  gallons
• Sum	
  of	
  Cars	
  Off	
  the	
  Road	
  -­‐ 1,918



Consumer  Protections

• CSCDA	
  has	
  strongest	
  consumer	
  protection	
  
policy	
  in	
  the	
  state

• Same	
  Policy	
  as	
  CVAG	
  and	
  WRCOG
• All	
  participating	
  contractors	
  certified

• All	
  eligible	
  products	
  meet	
  efficiency	
  and	
  performance	
  standards

• Third-­‐party	
  quality	
  assurance	
  check	
  with	
  process	
  for	
  putting	
  
contractors	
  on	
  probation

• Dispute	
  resolution	
  process	
  

• No	
  prepayment	
  penalty

4/4/16 californiafirst.org 7



How  to  Opt  Into  CaliforniaFIRST  

• Join	
  by	
  passing	
  a	
  resolution

• No	
  cost	
  to	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Palm	
  Springs

• Already	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  CSCDA	
  

• Financing	
  immediately	
  available	
  to	
  property	
  
owners

• No	
  public	
  funds	
  used	
  in	
  CaliforniaFIRST

4/4/16 californiafirst.org 8



Thank  You

4/4/16 californiafirst.org 9

Jeremy	
  Hutman
Regional	
  PACE	
  Director

510-­‐350-­‐3711
jhutman@renewfinancial.com



 
Sustainability Commission 

 
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Saturday March 5, 2016 
Desert Healthcare District Offices, 1140 N. Indian Canyon Drive  

2nd Floor Meeting Room, Palm Springs, CA 92262 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Jackson called the meeting to order at 10:13 a.m. 
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability 
Commission.   
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician. A motion to approve 
as presented was unanimously carried. 
 
       Present FY 2015/2016  FY 2015/2016 

  This Meeting    to Date Excused Absences Unexcused Absences                     
Thom Bettinger X 43     
Joe Jackson X 34          
Grant Wilson X 36  1     
Mark Polischak E 29 2   
Travis Armstrong X 30 1   
Tara Lazar E  16 3  
Nate Otto X  18   
David Freedman X  9   
Nancy Ferguson X  8 
Robert McCann X 1    
 
X = Present  E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
L = Late U = did not notify of absence 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability  
 Dan DeGarmo, Clerical Assistant 
City Council Liaisons:   Mayor Rob Moon and Councilmember Geoff  Kors    
 
1. MEET AND GREET 

Commission members, Liaisons and City Staff were introduced and exchanged 
greetings.  
  

2. JOINT COUNCIL SESSION ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 
A. Mission 
B. Ice Breaker 

Commissioners, liaisons and City staff gave their answer to one of the following 
questions:  
 I became a sustainability commissioner because… 
 The best project I ever worked on was … 
 When people ask me about the Sustainability Commission, I tell them… 
 
Comments included:  more diverse input from the community, EEMIS energy 
management, Dark Sky Ordinance, bike share, grey water, LEED certified 
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homes, “Micro-ecology”, getting new sustainability laws and policies passed, 
getting other Coachella Valley cities involved in Sustainability, solar energy, 
Sustainability Master Plan, growing food, utilizing native foods, paperless 
society, synchronizing traffic lights, train schedule from Los Angeles to Palm 
Springs, integrated pest management, idling policy, producer responsibility for 
packaging recycling, condo/apartment recycling bins, conservation restoration, 
short and long term goals, air quality management.  
 

C. Council Member Comments and Vision 
Council Member Kors requested a joint Study Session with the City Council and 
the Sustainability Commission.  
Council Member Kors also suggested that there be a liaison or delegate from 
the Sustainability Commission to the Planning Commission and the 
Architectural Advisory Committee. 
 

3. SUSTAINABILITY MASTER PLAN OVERVIEW 
A. Detail review 

Manager Mician gave an overview of the new plan and gave a report on the 
accomplishments of the prior plan. 

B. Changes/Comments 
Commissioners and Manager Mician went through the new plan page by page 
and made changes to better represent the ideas for adoption by the City 
Council. 

C. Scheduling Final Plan for City Council Adoption 
Suggested changes will be implemented into the Plan and will be presented at 
the next Commission Meeting on March 15, 2016 for approval and submission 
to the City Council for adoption.  

 
4. BUDGET REVIEW 

Manager Mician presented the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Sustainability Department 
Budget. Commissioner comments and questions were discussed.  

 
5. TEAM BUILDING EXERCISE 

Commissioners and staff expressed their one quality or skill that they bring to the 
Commission. Due to time constraints, the complete Team Building Exercise was 
unable to be completed.  
 

6. CLOSING COMMENTS 
We all bring something different to the table and are willing to serve. 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT – Motion by Commissioner Freedman and seconded by 

Commissioner McCann to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 3:12 p.m. by 
Chair Jackson to the next regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday March 15, 
2016, at 5 PM in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. 

 
THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND 

It is the intention of the City of Palm Springs to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) in all respects. If, as an attendee or a participant at this meeting, you will need special 
assistance beyond what is normally provided, the City will attempt to accommodate you in every 
reasonable manner.  Please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (760) 323-8204 at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular needs and to determine if accommodation is 
feasible. Please advise us at that time if you will need accommodations to attend or participate in 
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meetings on a regular basis.  If additional information is needed, please contact the Office of 
Sustainability at (760)323-8214.  
 
Pursuant to G.C. Section 54957.5(b) (2) the designated office for inspection of records in 
connection with the meeting is Office of Sustainability, City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon 
Way.  Complete Agenda Packets are available for public inspection at: City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz 
Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92264.    If you would like additional information on any item 
appearing on this agenda, please contact Office of Sustainability at 760-323-8248. 
 
 
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING: I, Michele C. Mician, Sustainability Manager of the City of Palm Springs, California, certify this Agenda was posted at 
or before 6:00 p.m. on February 25, 2016, as required by established policies and procedures. 

, Michele C. Mician, Sustainability Manager 
 



Sustainability Commission 
 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 
Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Jackson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Councilmember McCann  
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability  
 Commission.   
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician. A motion to approve 
by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Lazar and unanimously carried. 
 
       Present FY 2015/2016  FY 2015/2016 

  This Meeting    to Date Excused Absences Unexcused Absences                     
Thom Bettinger X 43     
Joe Jackson X 34          
Grant Wilson X 36  1     
Mark Polischak E 29 2   
Travis Armstrong X 30 1   
Tara Lazar X  17 2  
Nate Otto X  18   
David Freedman X 9   
Nancy Ferguson L 10 
Robert McCann X 2  
 
X = Present  E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
L = Late U = did not notify of absence 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability  
            Dan DeGarmo, Clerical Assistant 
 Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator 

 
CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER REPORT - None 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

 
A. PRESENTATIONS                     

1. Welcome New Commissioner McCann – Commissioner McCann was introduced at the March 5, 
2016 Special Meeting. No further comments were given. 

2. Palm Springs Public Library Family Fun Fest (3/23) and Summer Reading Program 
Julie Warren, Library Services & Public Relations Manager reported on the Family Fun Fest and the 
Summer reading program. The theme for the program is “Read for the Win” and she requested that 
the Sustainability Commission fund a request for 3 bicycles as prizes. Questions and comments 
from Commissioners were discussed. 
 

B. MEETING MINUTES           
1. February 16, 2016 Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Freedman motioned to approve minutes as 

amended, second by Commissioner Bettinger. Approved unanimously with Commissioner Lazar 
abstaining.   
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C. PARKS &RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT        

  Vice Chair Aiello, Parks and Recreation and Commissioner Armstrong, Liaison 
Commissioner Armstrong reported that a subcommittee has been created for Pesticide Reduction and 
that he and Commissioner Armstrong will be on the Committee. Also, discussion about the 
maintenance of the dog park.  

 
D. RECYCLING REPORT, Gary Calhoun                   

1. Update on Construction and Demolition Debris Recycling Reporting Process  
Recycling Coordinator Calhoun reported on tonnage reports and multi-family recycling efforts. 
A report on mattress recycling was also presented.  
Questions and comments from Commissioners were discussed. 

 
E. SUSTAINABILITY MANAGERS REPORT, Michele Mician                

1. Sustainability Master Plan and Council Presentation  
Manager Mician reported that the deadline for the SCAG contract has been extended to May 31, 
2016.  

2. March 5, 2016 Sustainability Commission Workshop Review 
Manager Mician reported that some of the changes to the Master Plan have already been made 
and that new graphics are being developed. Looking to have Master Plan adopted by Commission 
in April and by the City Council in May 2016. 

3. Fiscal Year 2016-17 Budget Overview 
Manager Mician stated that the budget numbers have not changed since presented and will go to 
the City Council as stated. An explanation of the different funds was given.  A Town Hall Meeting for 
the public will be held on April 11-12, 2016. 
Questions and comments from Commissioners were discussed.  
 

F. OLD BUSINESS                        
1. ONE PS Picnic Scheduling, March 19, 2016 

Manager Mician requested volunteers for manning the booth for the ONE PS Picnic 
2. Discuss Chair appointment and open nominations of Sustainability Commission Liaison to Planning 

Commission and Architectural Advisory Commission  
Manager Mician reported on the process for becoming a liaison for the Architectural Advisory 
Committee and the Planning Commission. Commissioners Freedman and Otto volunteered for the 
Planning and AAC liaisons. An item on the agenda for the April 19, 2016 meeting will be added. 

3. Adopt Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Budget Proposal:  
MOTION: VOTE TO APPROVE FY 2016-17 BUDGET PROPOSAL AS PRESENTED.  
Motion by Commissioner Otto and second by Commissioner Freedman, unanimously passed.  

 
G. NEW BUSINESS                      (10 MINUTES) 

1. Commission policy on positions regarding conservation issues and requests for environmental 
campaign support.  

Manager Mician requested input on how Commission would like to handle requests for support on 
emerging environmental issues affecting the Sustainability Commission. Criteria should be 
determined on how to respond to requests on issues.  
Commissioner Ferguson reported that more time should be allowed to study any request. Also, a 
subcommittee could be established to look for projects that may need addressing in order to have 
more time for an educated response. 
Discussion was held on how to make possible to hear from both sides of an issue.  
Questions and comments from Commissioners were discussed. Chair Jackson reported that the 
issue of a new subcommittee will be discussed among Commissioners for possible inclusion on a 
future agenda.  
   

2. Funding of new Waterless Urinal Program 
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Commissioner Freedman gave an overview of the waterless urinal program. 

Commissioner Lazar motioned and Commissioner McCann seconded the motion:  

MOTION: CREATE NEW FY 2016-17 REBATE INCENTIVES FOR WATERLESS URINALS USING 
$5,000.00 FROM WATER EFFICIENCY ACCOUNT 138-1270-58021 TO FUND A MINIMUM OF 50 
REBATES IN THE AMOUNT OF $100.00 LIMITED TO ONE PER APPLICANT.     
 No further comments, motion unanimously carried.  
                 
3. Discuss expenditure to fund Summer Reading Program 

Manager Mician explained that the recommendation is different than what was requested by the 
Library. The amount on the recommendation is given as a suggested amount.  

RECOMMENDATION: MOTION TO ALLOCATE AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $500 TO FUND 
TWO BICYCLES FOR THE SUMMER READING PROGRAM RAFFLE WITH FUNDS AVAILABLE IN 
ACCOUNT # 138-1270-58039 

Commissioner Bettinger motioned to amend the recommendation to fund not to exceed $700.00. 
Seconded by Commissioner Ferguson. 
Questions and comments from Commissioners were discussed. Commissioner Armstrong 
recommended that the bikes should go to children who cannot afford a bike and that a report of who 
receive the bikes be presented to the Commission.  
Motion passed with only Commissioner Armstrong voting against.  

                         
4. Goals and Scheduling Policy Recommendations to Council for 2016-2020 

Manager Mician reported on six goals to be sent to the City Council: 
 

i. Multi Family Recycling  
ii. Product Stewardship 
iii. Pesticide Policy  

  

iv. No Idling Policy 
v. Tree Protection Ordinance  
vi. Mandatory Green Building Practices 

No questions or comments from Commissioners.  
 

H. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS                              (30 MINUTES) 
1. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Freedman 

Commissioner Freedman reported that DWA has amended the Water Conservation Ordinance and 
can now issue on the spot violation fines. More outreach programs are being planned. 
Commissioner Freedman also reported that there is pending legislation on model water irrigation 
and separate plumbing to allow for grey water to be used for irrigation in new builds.  

2. Outreach Subcommittee, Commissioner Lazar  
a. New branding and logos – Commissioner Lazar reported on the efforts to create a new logo for 

the Sustainability Commission. Comments from the commissioners were requested.  
b. Commissioner Lazar reported on fruit gleaning.  
c. Commissioner Lazar reported on a design for a “Mouth” to be fitted onto the front of a disposal 

unit for unused medication. Hopefully to be placed in local pharmacies.   
3. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Vice Chair Wilson, Commissioners Otto and Freedman 

Commissioner Freedman reported on the Green for Life progress and a presentation to ONE-PS. 
The recommendation on the report has already been included in the new budget.  

4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Commissioner Polischak – No Report 
5. Wellness Subcommittee, Chair Jackson – No Report  
6. Active Transportation Subcommittee, Commissioner Ferguson reported on the Open Streets event 

and on Cycledelic.  
 
I. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS                      

Vice Chair Wilson expressed gratitude for raising issue of Pedestrian Plan being funded through Measure J 
Commissioner Armstrong stated that the Desert Horticultural Society is having their annual tour on Sunday 
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April 3, 2016. Palermo HOA to be featured.  
Chair Jackson stated that Councilmember Kors may request time to speak at the April meeting to discuss 
CVAG and the Salton Sea.  
Commissioner Otto stated that the Eagle Crest pumping station is not a renewable energy plant, but a 
storage unit for renewable energy.  
Commissioner Ferguson requested that Commissioner Otto bring more information to the Commission so 
that a better decision can be made on the subject.  
Chair Jackson requested that any new topics or new business be communicated to Manager Mician or 
himself as soon as possible so that they may be addressed.  
Commissioner McCann stated that a Coachella Valley will have an International Dark Sky Association 
Chapter to fight light pollution in the near future.  
 

J.  ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned to the Regular Meeting, held 
at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 in the City Hall Large Conference Room. Motion by Commissioner 
Lazar and seconded by Commissioner Otto. The Sustainability Commission’s meeting schedule is at 5 
p.m. the third Tuesday each month except August unless otherwise noted or amended.  

 
THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND - It is the intention of the City of Palm Springs to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects. If, as an attendee or a participant at this meeting, you 
need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, the City will attempt to accommodate you in every 
reasonable manner.  Please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (760) 323-8204 at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting to inform us of your needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible. Please advise us at that 
time if you need accommodations to attend or participate in meetings on a regular regularly.  If additional 
information is needed, please contact the Office of Sustainability at (760)323-8214.  
 
Pursuant to G.C. Section 54957.5(b) (2) the designated office for inspection of records in connection with the 
meeting is Office of Sustainability, City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way.  Complete Agenda Packets are 
available for public inspection at: City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92264.    If you 
would like additional information on any item appearing on this agenda, please contact Office of Sustainability 
at 760-323-8248. 





AMENDED AND RESTATED
JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT

RELATING TO THE CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE COMMUNITIES
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

T H I S  A G R E E M E N T ,  d a t e d  a s  o f  J u n e  1 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  b y  a n d
a m o n g  t h e  p a r t i e s  e x e c u t i n g  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  ( a l l  s u c h  p a r t i e s ,
e x c e p t  t h o s e  w h i c h  h a v e  w i t h d r a w n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  S e c t i o n
1 3  h e r e o f ,  b e i n g  h e r e i n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  “ P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t s ” ) :

W I T N E S S E T H

W H E R E A S ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  T i t l e  1 ,  D i v i s i o n  7 ,  C h a p t e r  5
o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  C o d e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  ( t h e  “ J o i n t
E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t ” ) ,  t w o  o r  m o r e  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  m a y  b y
a g r e e m e n t  j o i n t l y  e x e r c i s e  a n y  p o w e r  c o m m o n  t o  t h e
c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t i e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  e a c h  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  i s  a
“ p u b l i c  a g e n c y ”  a s  t h a t  t e r m  i s  d e f i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  6 5 0 0  o f  t h e
G o v e r n m e n t  C o d e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  e a c h  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  i s
e m p o w e r e d  t o  p r o m o t e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g ,
w i t h o u t  l i m i t a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e
c r e a t i o n  o r  r e t e n t i o n  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t h e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  t a x  b a s e ,  w i t h i n  i t s
b o u n d a r i e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  a  p u b l i c  e n t i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  p u r s u a n t  t o
t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t  i s  e m p o w e r e d  t o  i s s u e
i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  b o n d s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a
I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  F i n a n c i n g  A c t  ( T i t l e  1 0  ( c o m m e n c i n g
w i t h  S e c t i o n  9 1 5 0 0  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  C o d e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f
C a l i f o r n i a ) )  ( t h e  “ A c t ” )  a n d  t o  o t h e r w i s e  u n d e r t a k e  f i n a n c i n g
p r o g r a m s  u n d e r  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t  o r  o t h e r
a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  l a w  t o  p r o m o t e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t
t h r o u g h  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  b o n d s ,  n o t e s ,  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e s  o f
i n d e b t e d n e s s ,  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  l e a s e s  o r
o t h e r  a g r e e m e n t s  ( a l l  s u c h  i n s t r u m e n t s  b e i n g  h e r e i n
c o l l e c t i v e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  “ B o n d s ” ) ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o m o t e  e c o n o m i c
d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  C o u n t y
S u p e r v i s o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  ( “ C S A C ” ) ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e
B o n d s  f o r  I n d u s t r y  p r o g r a m  ( t h e  “ P r o g r a m ” ) .
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W H E R E A S ,  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m ,  c e r t a i n
C a l i f o r n i a  c o u n t i e s  ( c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  “ I n i t i a l  P a r t i c i p a n t s ” )
h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h a t  c e r t a i n  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s
A g r e e m e n t  d a t e d  a s  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 8 7  ( t h e  “ I n i t i a l
A g r e e m e n t ” ) ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  w h i c h  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o u n t i e s
I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a
s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y  u n d e r  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t  f o r  t h e
p u r p o s e s  a n d  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  I n i t i a l
A g r e e m e n t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  C i t i e s  ( “ L C C ” )
h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  j o i n  a s  a  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  a n d  t o
a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  I n i t i a l  P a r t i c i p a n t s  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d
t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  t o  i s s u e  B o n d s  p u r s u a n t
t o  A r t i c l e  2  o f  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t  ( “ A r t i c l e  2 ” )
a n d  A r t i c l e  4  o f  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t  ( “ A r t i c l e  4 ” ) ,
a s  w e l l  a s  m a y  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  A c t  o r  o t h e r  a p p l i c a b l e
l a w ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  I n i t i a l  P a r t i c i p a n t s  d e s i r e  t o  r e n a m e
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o u n t i e s  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  t o
b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  e a c h  o f  t h e  I n i t i a l  P a r t i c i p a n t s  h a s
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s
w i t h i n  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s u c h  I n i t i a l
P a r t i c i p a n t  a n d  t h e  a r e a  a n d  p e r s o n s  s e r v e d  b y  s u c h  I n i t i a l
P a r t i c i p a n t ,  t o  a m e n d  a n d  r e s t a t e  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  t h e  I n i t i a l
A g r e e m e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  s e t  f o r t h
a b o v e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  i t  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  u s e  a  p u b l i c  e n t i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e
J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t  t o  u n d e r t a k e  p r o j e c t s  w i t h i n  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  b e  f i n a n c e d  w i t h  B o n d s
i s s u e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A c t ,  A r t i c l e  2 ,  A r t i c l e  4 ,  o r  o t h e r
a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  l a w ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  p r o j e c t s  u n d e r t a k e n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n
s i g n i f i c a n t  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s  s e t
f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n  9 1 5 0 2 . 1  o f  t h e  A c t ,  a n  i n c r e a s e d  l e v e l  o f
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y ,  o r  a n  i n c r e a s e d  t a x  b a s e ,  a n d  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e
s e r v e  a n d  b e  o f  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s
o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s ;

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s ,  f o r
a n d  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m u t u a l  p r o m i s e s  a n d  a g r e e m e n t s
h e r e i n  c o n t a i n e d ,  d o  a g r e e  t o  r e s t a t e  a n d  a m e n d  t h e  I n i t i a l
A g r e e m e n t  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  t o  p r o v i d e  a s  f o l l o w s :



3

S e c t i o n  1 . P u r p o s e .

T h i s  A g r e e m e n t  i s  m a d e  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s
o f  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  j o i n t
e x e r c i s e  o f  p o w e r s  c o m m o n  t o  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e
b e i n g  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s .   T h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s
e a c h  p o s s e s s  t h e  p o w e r s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  r e c i t a l s  h e r e o f .
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a g e n c y  f o r ,
a n d  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f ,  i s s u i n g  B o n d s  t o  f i n a n c e  p r o j e c t s
w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s
p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A c t ,  A r t i c l e  2 ,  A r t i c l e  4 ,  o r  o t h e r  a p p l i a b l e
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  l a w ;  p r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i n  t h i s
A g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  a  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  t h e  r i g h t s  o f
t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  p u r s u e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t
o u t s i d e  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  i s s u e  B o n d s
t h r o u g h  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  A c t ,  o r  a s
o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  b y  l a w .

W i t h i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t s  s u c h  p u r p o s e  w i l l  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  s a i d
p o w e r s  e x e r c i s e d  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  h e r e i n a f t e r  s e t  f o r t h .

S e c t i o n  2 . T e r m .

T h i s  A g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  a s  o f  t h e
d a t e  h e r e o f  a n d  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t  f o r  a
p e r i o d  o f  f o r t y  ( 4 0 )  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  h e r e o f ,  o r  u n t i l  s u c h
t i m e  a s  i t  i s  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  b y  a l l  t h e  P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t s ;  p r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  n o t
t e r m i n a t e  o r  b e  t e r m i n a t e d  u n t i l  t h e  d a t e  o n  w h i c h  a l l  B o n d s  o r
o t h e r  i n d e b t e d n e s s  i s s u e d  o r  c a u s e d  t o  b e  i s s u e d  b y  t h e
A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  r e t i r e d ,  o r  f u l l  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  h a v e
b e e n  m a d e  f o r  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r e s t  u n t i l  t h e i r
r e t i r e m e n t  d a t e .

S e c t i o n  3 . A u t h o r i t y .

A . C R E A T I O N  A N D  P O W E R S  O F  A U T H O R I T Y .

( 1 ) P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t ,
t h e r e  i s  h e r e b y  c r e a t e d  a  p u b l i c  e n t i t y  t o  b e  k n o w n  a s  t h e
“ C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e w i d e  C o m m u n i t i e s  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y ”  ( t h e
“ A u t h o r i t y ” ) ,  a n d  s a i d  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  b e  a  p u b l i c  e n t i t y
s e p a r a t e  a n d  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s .   I t s  d e b t s ,
l i a b i l i t i e s  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  d e b t s ,  l i a b i l i t i e s
o r  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  a n y  p a r t y  t o  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t .

B . C O M M I S S I O N .

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a  C o m m i s s i o n
( t h e  “ C o m m i s s i o n ” )  w h i c h  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  s e v e n  m e m b e r s ,  e a c h
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s e r v i n g  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  c a p a c i t y  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n .   T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  t h e  a d m i n i s t e r i n g
a g e n c y  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t ,  a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  s h a l l  b e  v e s t e d  w i t h
t h e  p o w e r s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n ,  a n d  s h a l l  e x e c u t e  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r
t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s
p r o v i d e d  h e r e i n .

F o u r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d
b y  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  C S A C  a n d  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  L C C .
I n i t i a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  t e r m  e n d i n g
J u n e  1 ,  1 9 9 1 .   S u c c e s s o r s  t o  s u c h  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  s e l e c t e d
i n  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  i n i t i a l  m e m b e r  w a s
s e l e c t e d  a n d  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  t e r m  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s .   A n y
a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  f i l l  a n  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h a l l  b e  f o r
s u c h  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m .   T h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  s p e c i f i e d  a b o v e  s h a l l
b e  a p p l i c a b l e  u n l e s s  t h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e
m e m b e r  i s  t e r m i n a t e d  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  p r o v i d e d ,  a n d  p r o v i d e d
t h a t  t h e  t e r m  o f  a n y  m e m b e r  s h a l l  n o t  e x p i r e  u n t i l  a  s u c c e s s o r
t h e r e t o  h a s  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  h e r e i n .

E a c h  o f  C S A C  a n d  L C C  m a y  a p p o i n t  a n  a l t e r n a t e
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n
w h i c h  i t  a p p o i n t s .   S u c h  a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  m a y  a c t  a s  a
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  p l a c e  o f  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  a b s e n c e
o r  d i s a b i l i t y  o f  s u c h  r e g u l a r l y  a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r .   A l l
r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  t o  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n
s h a l l  b e  d e e m e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  a n d  i n c l u d e  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e
a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  w h e n  s o  a c t i n g  i n  p l a c e  o f  a  r e g u l a r l y
a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r .

E a c h  m e m b e r  o r  a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  a n d  r e p l a c e d  a t  a n y  t i m e  b y  t h e
g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  b y  w h i c h  s u c h  m e m b e r  w a s  a p p o i n t e d .   A n y
i n d i v i d u a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o r
s t a f f  o f  C S A C  o r  L C C ,  s h a l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  m e m b e r
o r  a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .

M e m b e r s  a n d  a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n
s h a l l  n o t  r e c e i v e  a n y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  s e r v i n g  a s  s u c h  b u t
s h a l l  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  a n y  e x p e n s e s  a c t u a l l y
i n c u r r e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  s e r v i n g  a s  a  m e m b e r  o r  a l t e r n a t e
m e m b e r ,  i f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  s u c h  e x p e n s e s
s h a l l  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  u n e n c u m b e r e d  f u n d s
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s u c h  p u r p o s e .

C . O F F I C E R S ;  D U T I E S ;  O F F I C I A L  B O N D S .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  e l e c t  a  C h a i r ,  a  V i c e - C h a i r ,
a n d  a  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  f r o m  a m o n g  i t s  m e m b e r s  t o
s e r v e  f o r  s u c h  t e r m  a s  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  i t s  o f f i c e r s  o r
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e m p l o y e e s  t o  s e r v e  a s  t r e a s u r e r ,  a u d i t o r ,  a n d  c o n t r o l l e r  o f  t h e
A u t h o r i t y  ( t h e  “ T r e a s u r e r ” )  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  6 5 0 5 . 6  o f  t h e
J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t  t o  s e r v e  f o r  s u c h  t e r m  a s  s h a l l
b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .

S u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  a n y
r e s o l u t i o n ,  i n d e n t u r e  o r  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t  o r  p r o c e e d i n g
a u t h o r i z i n g  o r  s e c u r i n g  B o n d s  ( e a c h  s u c h  r e s o l u t i o n ,
i n d e n t u r e ,  i n s t r u m e n t  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g  b e i n g  h e r e i n  r e f e r r e d  t o
a s  a n  “ I n d e n t u r e ” )  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  t r u s t e e  o r  o t h e r  f i s c a l
a g e n t ,  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  d e p o s i t a r y  o f  t h e
A u t h o r i t y  t o  h a v e  c u s t o d y  o f  a l l  m o n e y  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  f r o m
w h a t e v e r  s o u r c e  d e r i v e d .

T h e  T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e
p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  S e c t i o n  6 5 0 5 . 5
o f  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t .

T h e  T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e
p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  o r  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  c h a r g e  o f ,  h a n d l e s ,  o r  h a s
a c c e s s  t o  a n y  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  s u c h  o f f i c e r  s h a l l
f i l e  a n  o f f i c i a l  b o n d  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e
a m o u n t  s p e c i f i e d  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b u t  i n  n o
e v e n t  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .   I f  a n d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  l a w ,
a n y  s u c h  o f f i c e r  m a y  s a t i s f y  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  b y  f i l i n g  a n
o f f i c i a l  b o n d  i n  a t  l e a s t  s a i d  a m o u n t  o b t a i n e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n
w i t h  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  a p p o i n t
s u c h  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  a s  i t  m a y  d e e m  n e c e s s a r y
a n d  t o  r e t a i n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u n s e l ,  c o n s u l t a n t s  a n d
a c c o u n t a n t s .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r ,  b y  r e s o l u t i o n ,
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t  o r
a n y  o t h e r  a p p l i c a b l e  l a w ,  t o  d e l e g a t e  a n y  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  t o
o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o r  o f f i c e r s  o r
a g e n t s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  t o  c a u s e  a n y  o f  s a i d  m e m b e r s ,
o f f i c e r s  o r  a g e n t s  t o  t a k e  a n y  a c t i o n s  a n d  e x e c u t e  . a n y
d o c u m e n t s  o r  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  a n d  i n  t h e  n a m e  a n d  o n  b e h a l f  o f
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o r  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .

D . M E E T I N G S  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N .

( 1 ) R e g u l a r  M e e t i n g s .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  i t s  r e g u l a r
m e e t i n g s ;  p r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  s h a l l  h o l d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  r e g u l a r
m e e t i n g  e a c h  y e a r .   T h e  d a t e ,  h o u r  a n d  p l a c e  o f  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f
t h e  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  s h a l l  b e  f i x e d  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  a  c o p y  o f  s u c h  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h
e a c h  p a r t y  h e r e t o .
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( 2 ) S p e c i a l  M e e t i n g s .

S p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m a y  b e  c a l l e d
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n  5 4 9 5 6  o f  t h e
G o v e r n m e n t  C o d e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .

( 3 ) R a l p h  M .  B r o w n  A c t .

A l l  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  w i t h o u t
l i m i t a t i o n ,  r e g u l a r ,  a d j o u r n e d  r e g u l a r ,  s p e c i a l ,  a n d  a d j o u r n e d
s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d ,  n o t i c e d ,  h e l d  a n d  c o n d u c t e d
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  R a l p h  M .  B r o w n  A c t
( c o m m e n c i n g  w i t h  S e c t i o n  5 4 9 5 0  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  C o d e  o f
t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ) .

( 4 ) M i n u t e s .

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  c a u s e  t o  b e
k e p t  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r ,  a d j o u r n e d  r e g u l a r ,  s p e c i a l ,  a n d
a d j o u r n e d  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  s h a l l ,  a s
s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  e a c h  m e e t i n g ,  c a u s e  a  c o p y  o f  t h e
m i n u t e s  t o  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .

( 5 ) Q u o r u m .

A  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h
i n c l u d e s  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y
o f  e a c h  o f  C S A C  a n d  L C C  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  q u o r u m  f o r  t h e
t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s .   N o  a c t i o n  m a y  b e  t a k e n  b y  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f
t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a t  l e a s t  o n e
m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  e a c h  o f  C S A C  a n d
L C C ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  a  q u o r u m  m a y  a d j o u r n  a  m e e t i n g  t o
a n o t h e r  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e .

E . R U L E S  A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S .

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  a d o p t ,  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  b y
r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s u c h  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r
t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  i t s  m e e t i n g s  a n d  a f f a i r s  a s  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d .

S e c t i o n  4 . P o w e r s .

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  h a v e  a n y  a n d  a l l  p o w e r s
r e l a t i n g  t o  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  t o  e a c h
o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  h e r e t o  a n d  s e p a r a t e l y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  e n t i t y
h e r e i n  c r e a t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  w i t h o u t  l i m i t a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  a n d  r e t e n t i o n  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,
t h e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e
t a x  b a s e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  o f  s u c h  p a r t i e s .   S u c h
p o w e r s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  c o m m o n  p o w e r s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h i s
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A g r e e m e n t  a n d  m a y  b e  e x e r c i s e d  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  a n d  a c c o r d i n g
t o  t h e  m e t h o d  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t .   A l l  s u c h  p o w e r s
c o m m o n  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s  a r e  s p e c i f i e d  a s  p o w e r s  o f  t h e
A u t h o r i t y .   T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  h e r e b y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  d o  a l l  a c t s
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  s u c h  p o w e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t
l i m i t e d  t o ,  a n y  o r  a l l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  t o  m a k e  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o
c o n t r a c t s ;  t o  e m p l o y  a g e n t s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s ;  t o  a c q u i r e ,
c o n s t r u c t ,  p r o v i d e  f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f ,  o r
m a i n t a i n  a n d  o p e r a t e ,  a n y  b u i l d i n g s ,  w o r k s  o r  i m p r o v e m e n t s ;
t o  a c q u i r e ,  h o l d  o r  d i s p o s e  o f  p r o p e r t y  w h e r e v e r  l o c a t e d ;  t o
i n c u r  d e b t s ,  l i a b i l i t i e s  o r  o b l i g a t i o n s ;  t o  r e c e i v e  g i f t s ,
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  d o n a t i o n s  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  f u n d s ,  s e r v i c e s  a n d
o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s
a n d  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t a l  e n t i t y ;  t o  s u e  a n d  b e  s u e d  i n  i t s  o w n
n a m e ;  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  t o  d o  a n y  a n d  a l l  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  o r
c o n v e n i e n t  t o  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
i n c l u d i n g  w i t h o u t  l i m i t a t i o n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o r  r e t e n t i o n  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t h e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  t a x  b a s e ,  a l l  a s
h e r e i n  c o n t e m p l a t e d .   W i t h o u t  l i m i t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f  t h e
f o r e g o i n g ,  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  i s s u e  o r  c a u s e  t o  b e  i s s u e d
b o n d e d  a n d  o t h e r  i n d e b t e d n e s s ,  a n d  p l e d g e  a n y  p r o p e r t y  o r
r e v e n u e s  a s  s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h e  J o i n t
E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s  A c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  A r t i c l e  2  a n d  A r t i c l e  4 ,  t h e
A c t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w .

T h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  i t s
p o w e r s  a n d  p e r f o r m  i t s  d u t i e s  i s  a n d  s h a l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e
r e s t r i c t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  a  C a l i f o r n i a  c o u n t y
c o u l d  e x e r c i s e  s u c h  p o w e r s  a n d  p e r f o r m  s u c h  d u t i e s  u n t i l  a
C a l i f o r n i a  g e n e r a l  l a w  c i t y  s h a l l  b e c o m e  a  P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  i t  s h a l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e
r e s t r i c t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  a  C a l i f o r n i a  g e n e r a l  l a w
c i t y  c o u l d  e x e r c i s e  s u c h  p o w e r s  a n d  p e r f o r m  s u c h  d u t i e s .   T h e
m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  i t s  p o w e r s  a n d
p e r f o r m  i t s  d u t i e s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a n y  r e s t r i c t i o n s
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  a n y  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a g e n c y
c o u l d  e x e r c i s e  s u c h  p o w e r s  o r  p e r f o r m  s u c h  d u t i e s ,  w h e t h e r
s u c h  a g e n c y  i s  a  p a r t y  t o  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  o r  n o t .

S e c t i o n  5 . F i s c a l  Y e a r .

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  t e r m  “ F i s c a l
Y e a r ”  s h a l l  m e a n  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o
t i m e  b y  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  b e i n g ,  a t  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t ,
t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  J u l y  1  t o  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J u n e  3 0 ,
e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  F i s c a l  Y e a r  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m
t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  t o  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 8 8 .
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S e c t i o n  6 . D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  A s s e t s .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t e r m  h e r e o f  o r  u p o n  t h e  e a r l i e r
t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n  2  h e r e o f ,
a f t e r  p a y m e n t  o f  a l l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,
a l l  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  b o t h  r e a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  s h a l l
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  v e s t  i n  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  s h a l l
t h e r e a f t e r  r e m a i n  t h e  s o l e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t s ;  p r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  a n y  s u r p l u s  m o n e y  o n
h a n d  s h a l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m a d e
b y  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s .

S e c t i o n  7 . B o n d s .

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  i s s u e  B o n d s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f
e x e r c i s i n g  i t s  p o w e r s  a n d  r a i s i n g  t h e  f u n d s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y
o u t  i t s  p u r p o s e s  u n d e r  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t .   S a i d  B o n d s  m a y ,  a t
t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  A u t h o r i t y ,  b e  i s s u e d  i n  s e r i e s .

T h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  b o n d  c o u n s e l ,  f i n a n c i n g  c o n s u l t a n t s
a n d  o t h e r  c o n s u l t a n t s  a n d  a d v i s o r s  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t s
a n d / o r  t h e i r  f i n a n c i n g  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  b y  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .   T h e
f e e s  a n d  e x p e n s e s  o f  s u c h  c o u n s e l ,  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  a d v i s o r s ,  a n d
t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  C S A C ,  L C C ,  a n d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  p a i d
f r o m  t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  t h e  B o n d s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  u n e n c u m b e r e d
f u n d s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s u c h  p u r p o s e .

S e c t i o n  9 . L o c a l  A p p r o v a l .

A  c o p y  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  f i n a n c i n g  o f  a  p r o j e c t
s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  b y  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  w i t h  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t  i n
w h o s e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  b e  l o c a t e d .   T h e  A u t h o r i t y
s h a l l  n o t  i s s u e  B o n d s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a n y  p r o j e c t  u n l e s s  t h e
g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t  i n  w h o s e
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  b e  l o c a t e d ,  o r  i t s  d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d
d e s i g n e e ,  s h a l l  a p p r o v e ,  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  o r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e
p r o j e c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  B o n d s  t h e r e f o r .   A c t i o n  t o
a p p r o v e  o r  d i s a p p r o v e  a  p r o j e c t  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  w i t h i n  4 5  d a y s
o f  t h e  f i l i n g  w i t h  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t .   C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f
a p p r o v a l  o r  d i s a p p r o v a l  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  c l e r k  o f  t h e
g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t ,  o r  b y  s u c h  o t h e r
o f f i c e r  a s  m a y  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t ,  t o  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .

S e c t i o n  8 . B o n d s  O n l y  L i m i t e d  a n d  S p e c i a l
O b l i g a t i o n s  o f  A u t h o r i t y .

T h e  B o n d s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t  a n d  p r e m i u m ,
i f  a n y ,  t h e r e o n ,  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d e e m e d  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  d e b t  o f
a n y  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t ,  C S A C ,  o r  L C C  o r  p l e d g e  o f  t h e  f a i t h
a n d  c r e d i t  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s ,  C S A C ,  L C C ,  o r  t h e
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A u t h o r i t y .   T h e  B o n d s  s h a l l  b e  o n l y  s p e c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e
A u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  u n d e r  n o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b e
o b l i g a t e d  t o  p a y  t h e  B o n d s  o r  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  p r o j e c t  c o s t s
e x c e p t  f r o m  r e v e n u e s  a n d  o t h e r  f u n d s  p l e d g e d  t h e r e f o r .
N e i t h e r  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s ,  C S A C ,  L C C ,  n o r  t h e
A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  b e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  p a y  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f ,  p r e m i u m ,
i f  a n y ,  o r  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  B o n d s ,  o r  o t h e r  c o s t s  i n c i d e n t a l
t h e r e t o ,  e x c e p t  f r o m  t h e  r e v e n u e s  a n d  f u n d s  p l e d g e d  t h e r e f o r ,
a n d  n e i t h e r  t h e  f a i t h  a n d  c r e d i t  n o r  t h e  t a x i n g  p o w e r  o f  t h e
P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  n o r  t h e  f a i t h  a n d  c r e d i t  o f  C S A C ,  L C C ,  o r
t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  b e  p l e d g e d  t o  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l
o f ,  p r e m i u m ,  i f  a n y ,  o r  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  B o n d s  n o r  s h a l l  t h e
P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s ,  C S A C ,  L C C ,  o r  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i n  a n y
m a n n e r  b e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  m a k e  a n y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  s u c h
p a y m e n t .

N o  c o v e n a n t  o r  a g r e e m e n t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a n y  B o n d  o r
I n d e n t u r e  s h a l l  b e  d e e m e d  t o  b e  a  c o v e n a n t  o r  a g r e e m e n t  o f
a n y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  o r  a n y  o f f i c e r ,  a g e n t  o r
e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i n  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  c a p a c i t y  a n d
n e i t h e r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  n o r  a n y  o f f i c e r  t h e r e o f
e x e c u t i n g  t h e  B o n d s  s h a l l  b e  l i a b l e  p e r s o n a l l y  o n  a n y  B o n d  o r
b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a n y  p e r s o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  o r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  b y  r e a s o n
o f  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a n y  B o n d s .

S e c t i o n  1 0 . A c c o u n t s  a n d  R e p o r t s .

A l l  f u n d s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  b e  s t r i c t l y  a c c o u n t e d
f o r .   T h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s u c h  f u n d s  a n d
a c c o u n t s  a s  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  g o o d  a c c o u n t i n g  p r a c t i c e  a n d
b y  a n y  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a n y  I n d e n t u r e  ( t o  t h e  e x t e n t  s u c h  d u t i e s
a r e  n o t  a s s i g n e d  t o  a  t r u s t e e  o f  B o n d s ) .   T h e  b o o k s  a n d
r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  b e  o p e n  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  a t  a l l
r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e s  b y  e a c h  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t .

T h e  T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  c a u s e  a n
i n d e p e n d e n t  a u d i t  t o  b e  m a d e  o f  t h e  b o o k s  o f  a c c o u n t s  a n d
f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  A g e n c y  b y  a  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c
a c c o u n t a n t  o r  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n  6 5 0 5  o f  t h e  J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  o f  P o w e r s
A c t .   I n  e a c h  c a s e  t h e  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  a u d i t  s h a l l
b e  t h o s e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  C o n t r o l l e r  f o r  s p e c i a l
d i s t r i c t s  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  2 6 9 0 9  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  C o d e  o f  t h e
S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  s h a l l  c o n f o r m  t o  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d
a u d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s .   W h e n  s u c h  a n  a u d i t  o f  a c c o u n t s  a n d
r e c o r d s  i s  m a d e  b y  a  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t  o r  p u b l i c
a c c o u n t a n t ,  a  r e p o r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  a s  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s
w i t h  e a c h  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t  a n d  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t y  a u d i t o r
o f  e a c h  c o u n t y  i n  w h i c h  a  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t  i s  l o c a t e d .
S u c h  r e p o r t  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h i n  1 2  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
F i s c a l  Y e a r  o r  Y e a r s  u n d e r  e x a m i n a t i o n .
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A n y  c o s t s  o f  t h e  a u d i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h ,  o r
e m p l o y m e n t  o f ,  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t s  o r  p u b l i c
a c c o u n t a n t s  i n  m a k i n g  a n  a u d i t  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  S e c t i o n ,  s h a l l
b e  b o r n e  b y  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  s h a l l  b e  a  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  a n y
u n e n c u m b e r e d  f u n d s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h a t
p u r p o s e .

I n  a n y  F i s c a l  Y e a r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m a y ,  b y
r e s o l u t i o n  a d o p t e d  b y  u n a n i m o u s  v o t e ,  r e p l a c e  t h e  a n n u a l
s p e c i a l  a u d i t  w i t h  a n  a u d i t  c o v e r i n g  a  t w o - y e a r  p e r i o d .

T h e  T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  w i t h i n  1 2 0  d a y s
a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  e a c h  F i s c a l  Y e a r ,  s h a l l  g i v e  a  c o m p l e t e
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  a l l  f i n a n c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  s u c h  F i s c a l  Y e a r  t o
e a c h  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s
a r e  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  B o n d s .
T h e  t r u s t e e  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  e a c h  I n d e n t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h
s u i t a b l e  f u n d s ,  f u r n i s h  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  a n d  p r o v i d e  s u i t a b l e
a c c o u n t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s a i d
I n d e n t u r e .   S a i d  t r u s t e e  m a y  b e  g i v e n  s u c h  d u t i e s  i n  s a i d
I n d e n t u r e  a s  m a y  b e  d e s i r a b l e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t .

S e c t i o n  1 1 . F u n d s .

S u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  e a c h
I n d e n t u r e ,  w h i c h  m a y  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  t r u s t e e  t o  r e c e i v e ,  h a v e
c u s t o d y  o f  a n d  d i s b u r s e  A u t h o r i t y  f u n d s ,  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e
A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  r e c e i v e ,  h a v e  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  a n d  d i s b u r s e
A u t h o r i t y  f u n d s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s
d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  1 0  h e r e o f ,  a n d  s h a l l  m a k e  t h e
d i s b u r s e m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  o r  o t h e r w i s e
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n y  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o r  p u r p o s e s  o f
t h i s  A g r e e m e n t .

S e c t i o n  1 2 . N o t i c e s .

N o t i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  h e r e u n d e r  t o  t h e
P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  s h a l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  i f  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e
c l e r k  o f  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  e a c h  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t .

S e c t i o n  1 3 . W i t h d r a w a l  a n d  A d d i t i o n  o f  P a r t i e s .

A  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t  m a y  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h i s
A g r e e m e n t  u p o n  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ;  p r o v i d e d ,
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  n o  s u c h  w i t h d r a w a l  s h a l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e
d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s o  l o n g  a s  a n y  B o n d s  r e m a i n
o u t s t a n d i n g  u n d e r  a n  I n d e n t u r e .   A n y  s u c h  w i t h d r a w a l  s h a l l  b e
e f f e c t i v e  o n l y  u p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  w i t h d r a w a l  b y  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  s h a l l  a c k n o w l e d g e  r e c e i p t  o f  s u c h  n o t i c e  o f
w i t h d r a w a l  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  s h a l l  f i l e  s u c h  n o t i c e  a s  a n
a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  e f f e c t i v e  u p o n  s u c h  f i l i n g .
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Q u a l i f y i n g  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  m a y  b e  a d d e d  a s  p a r t i e s
t o  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  b e c o m e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  u p o n :   ( i )
t h e  f i l i n g  b y  s u c h  p u b l i c  a g e n c y  o f  a n  e x e c u t e d  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f
t h i s  A g r e e m e n t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  t h e
r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  s u c h  p u b l i c  a g e n c y
a p p r o v i n g  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  a n d  d e l i v e r y
h e r e o f ;  a n d  ( i i )  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n
a p p r o v i n g  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  s u c h  p u b l i c  a g e n c y  a s  a  P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t .  U p o n  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  f i l e  s u c h  e x e c u t e d  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  t h i s
A g r e e m e n t  a s  a n  a m e n d m e n t  h e r e t o ,  e f f e c t i v e  u p o n  s u c h  f i l i n g .

S e c t i o n  1 4 . I n d e m n i f i c a t i o n .

T o  t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  l a w ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n
m a y  a u t h o r i z e  i n d e m n i f i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  o f  a n y  p e r s o n
w h o  i s  o r  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o r  a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n ,  o r  a n  o f f i c e r ,  e m p l o y e e  o r  o t h e r  a g e n t  o f  t h e
A u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  w h o  w a s  o r  i s  a  p a r t y  o r  i s  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  b e
m a d e  a  p a r t y  t o  a  p r o c e e d i n g  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u c h
p e r s o n  i s  o r  w a s  s u c h  a  m e m b e r  o r  a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n ,  o r  a n  o f f i c e r ,  e m p l o y e e  o r  o t h e r  a g e n t  o f  t h e
A u t h o r i t y ,  a g a i n s t  e x p e n s e s ,  j u d g m e n t s ,  f i n e s ,  s e t t l e m e n t s  a n d
o t h e r  a m o u n t s  a c t u a l l y  a n d  r e a s o n a b l y  i n c u r r e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n
w i t h  s u c h  p r o c e e d i n g ,  i f  s u c h  p e r s o n  a c t e d  i n  g o o d  f a i t h  a n d
i n  a  m a n n e r  s u c h  p e r s o n  r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  b e s t
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  c r i m i n a l
p r o c e e d i n g ,  h a d  n o  r e a s o n a b l e  c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f
s u c h  p e r s o n  w a s  u n l a w f u l  a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a n  a c t i o n  b y  o r
i n  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  a c t e d  w i t h  s u c h  c a r e ,  i n c l u d i n g
r e a s o n a b l e  i n q u i r y ,  a s  a n  o r d i n a r i l y  p r u d e n t  p e r s o n  i n  a  l i k e
p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  u s e  u n d e r  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

S e c t i o n  1 5 . C o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  A d v a n c e s .

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  o r  a d v a n c e s  o f  p u b l i c  f u n d s  a n d  o f  t h e
u s e  o f  p e r s o n n e l ,  e q u i p m e n t  o r  p r o p e r t y  m a y  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e
A u t h o r i t y  b y  t h e  p a r t i e s  h e r e t o  f o r  a n y  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s
A g r e e m e n t .   P a y m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  f u n d s  m a y  b e  m a d e  t o  d e f r a y
t h e  c o s t  o f  a n y  s u c h  c o n t r i b u t i o n .   A n y  s u c h  a d v a n c e  m a y  b e
m a d e  s u b j e c t  t o  r e p a y m e n t ,  a n d  i n  s u c h  c a s e  s h a l l  b e  r e p a i d ,
i n  t h e  m a n n e r  a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  p a r t y
m a k i n g  s u c h  a d v a n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  s u c h  a d v a n c e .

S e c t i o n  1 6 . I m m u n i t i e s .

A l l  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  a n d  i m m u n i t i e s  f r o m
l i a b i l i t i e s ,  e x e m p t i o n s  f r o m  l a w s ,  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  r u l e s ,  a l l
p e n s i o n ,  r e l i e f ,  d i s a b i l i t y ,  w o r k e r s ’  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r
b e n e f i t s  w h i c h  a p p l y  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  a g e n t s  o r
e m p l o y e e s  o f  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w h e n  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r
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r e s p e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  o f  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s ,  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e m  t o  t h e  s a m e
d e g r e e  a n d  e x t e n t  w h i l e  e n g a g e d  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  o r  o t h e r w i s e  a s  a n  o f f i c e r ,  a g e n t  o r  o t h e r
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  o r  w h i l e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a n y  o f  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  o r  d u t i e s
e x t r a t e r r i t o r i a l l y  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t .

S e c t i o n  1 7 . A m e n d m e n t s .

E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1 3  a b o v e ,  t h i s
A g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a m e n d e d ,  m o d i f i e d ,  o r  a l t e r e d  e x c e p t
b y  a  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u m e n t  d u l y  e x e c u t e d  b y  e a c h  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m
P a r t i c i p a n t s .

S e c t i o n  1 8 . E f f e c t i v e n e s s .

T h i s  A g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  b e  i n  f u l l
f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t  a n d  a  l e g a l ,  v a l i d  a n d  b i n d i n g  o b l i g a t i o n  o f
e a c h  o f  t h e  P r o g r a m  P a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  9 : 0 0  a . m . ,  C a l i f o r n i a  t i m e ,
o n  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  e a c h
o f  t h e  I n i t i a l  P a r t i c i p a n t s  a n  e x e c u t e d  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  t h i s
A g r e e m e n t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f
t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  e a c h  s u c h  I n i t i a l  P a r t i c i p a n t  a p p r o v i n g
t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  a n d  d e l i v e r y  h e r e o f .

S e c t i o n  1 9 . P a r t i a l  I n v a l i d i t y .

I f  a n y o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  t e r m s ,  p r o v i s i o n s ,
p r o m i s e s ,  c o v e n a n t s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  t o
a n y  e x t e n t  b e  a d j u d g e d  i n v a l i d ,  u n e n f o r c e a b l e ,  v o i d  o r
v o i d a b l e  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  w h a t s o e v e r  b y  a  c o u r t  o f  c o m p e t e n t
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  e a c h  a n d  a l l  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t e r m s ,  p r o v i s i o n s ,
p r o m i s e s ,  c o v e n a n t s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  s h a l l
n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d  t h e r e b y ,  a n d  s h a l l  b e  v a l i d  a n d  e n f o r c e a b l e  t o
t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  l a w .

S e c t i o n  2 0 . S u c c e s s o r s .

T h i s  A g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  b e  b i n d i n g  u p o n  a n d  s h a l l
i n u r e  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s o r s  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  h e r e t o .
E x c e p t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  e x p r e s s l y  p r o v i d e d  h e r e i n ,  n o  p a r t y  m a y
a s s i g n  a n y  r i g h t  o r  o b l i g a t i o n  h e r e u n d e r  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f
t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s .

S e c t i o n  2 1 . M i s c e l l a n e o u s .

T h i s  A g r e e m e n t  m a y  b e  e x e c u t e d  i n  s e v e r a l
c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  e a c h  o f  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  a n  o r i g i n a l  a n d  a l l  o f
w h i c h  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  b u t  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  i n s t r u m e n t .
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T h e  s e c t i o n  h e a d i n g s  h e r e i n  a r e  f o r  c o n v e n i e n c e
o n l y  a n d  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  m o d i f y i n g  o r  g o v e r n i n g  t h e
l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  r e f e r r e d  t o .

W h e r e v e r  i n  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  a n y  c o n s e n t  o r  a p p r o v a l
i s  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  s a m e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  u n r e a s o n a b l y  w i t h h e l d .

T h i s  A g r e e m e n t  i s  m a d e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,
u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  l a w s  o f  s u c h  s t a t e  a n d  i s  t o  b e  s o
c o n s t r u e d .

T h i s  A g r e e m e n t  i s  t h e  c o m p l e t e  a n d  e x c l u s i v e
s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  a m o n g  t h e  p a r t i e s  h e r e t o ,  w h i c h
s u p e r c e d e s  a n d  m e r g e s  a l l  p r i o r  p r o p o s a l s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,
a n d  o t h e r  a g r e e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  w i t h o u t  l i m i t a t i o n ,  t h e  I n i t i a l
A g r e e m e n t ,  w h e t h e r  o r a l ,  w r i t t e n ,  o r  i m p l i e d  i n  c o n d u c t ,
b e t w e e n  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  p a r t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r
o f  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t .

I N  W I T N E S S  W H E R E O F ,  t h e  p a r t i e s  h e r e t o  h a v e
c a u s e d  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  t o  b e  e x e c u t e d  a n d  a t t e s t e d  b y  t h e i r
p r o p e r  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e u n t o  d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d ,  a n d  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l
s e a l s  t o  b e  h e r e t o  a f f i x e d ,  a s  o f  t h e  d a y  a n d  y e a r  f i r s t  a b o v e
w r i t t e n .

Program Participant:

                                                                        
[SEAL]

By                                                                    

Name:

Title:

ATTEST:

By                                                                    

Name:

Title:



City Staff Report Template – CaliforniaFIRST Program  – CVAG Version 03-2016 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM No. _______ 

 
 
DATE: ________  __, 20__ 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
SUBJECT: Adopt Resolution 201_-_______ Consenting to the Inclusion of Properties within the 

City’s Jurisdiction in the CaliforniaFIRST Program to Finance Distributed Generation 
Renewable Energy Sources, Energy and Water Efficiency Improvements and 
Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Assembly Bill (AB) 811 was signed into law on July 21, 2008, and AB 474, effective January 1, 
2010, amended Chapter 29 of Part 3 of Division 7 of the Streets & Highways Code of the State of 
California (“Chapter 29”) and authorizes a legislative body to designate an area within which 
authorized public officials and free and willing property owners may enter into voluntary contractual 
assessments to finance the installation of distributed generation renewable energy sources, energy 
efficiency, and/or water conservation improvements that are permanently fixed to real property, as 
specified.  The financing for these improvements has come to be known as PACE, which stands 
for Property Assessed Clean Energy. 
 
On January 25, the Executive Committee approved implementation of new PACE programs 
regionally, with CVAG oversight and similar policies and procedures that have been incorporated 
into the HERO and Ygrene programs. CVAG staff has developed a consistent process for vetting 
potential PACE programs, described below. CaliforniaFIRST has approached CVAG about 
implementing their program on a regional scale.   
 
CaliforniaFIRST is a public/private financing PACE program administered by Renew Financial, an 
Oakland-based clean energy finance company that specializes in affordable financing for 
renewable energy and energy efficiency projects in almost 300 cities and counties. 
CaliforniaFIRST operates under AB 811 and is enrolled in the Open PACE program, which has 
oversight from the California Statewide Communities Development Authority (CSCDA). The 
CSCDA was created in 1988, under California’s Joint Exercise of Powers Act, to provide 
California’s local governments with an effective tool for the timely financing of community-based 
public benefit projects, such as the Open PACE program.  CSCDA was created by and for local 
governments in California, and is sponsored by the California State Association of Counties and 
the League of California Cities.  Currently, more than 500 cities, counties and special districts have 
become members of CSCDA. Many CVAG member agencies are currently members of CSCDA. 
The Open PACE program provides CSCDA members a turn-key PACE solution that provides 
property owners a choice among multiple pre-qualified PACE financing providers based on their 
rates, experience and capital commitment to the California PACE market. There are currently three 
approved PACE providers authorized by CSCDA under the Open PACE program; CaliforniaFIRST 
is one of these approved providers. The consumer protection policies and procedures adopted by 
the CVAG Executive Committee on January 25 are used by CSCDA for the Open PACE program 
and therefore are adopted by CaliforniaFIRST. These are the same policies used by the HERO 
program. 
 
The CSCDA provides oversight of CaliforniaFIRST, including review of each application and 
underwriting criteria. Their function is similar to that provided by CVAG for the CV Upgrade/Ygrene 
program and by Western Riverside Council of Governments for the HERO program. As part of the 
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process to make CaliforniaFIRST available to property owners, each CVAG member agency will 
need to adopt a resolution and join the CSCDA. Rancho Mirage is already a member of the 
CSCDA so will not need to join.  
 
The agreement with Renew Financial to be a PACE provider in the Coachella Valley provides for 
CVAG oversight of the CaliforniaFIRST program and consistency with the policies, procedures and 
oversight that are currently in place with both HERO and Ygrene programs.  The Renew Financial 
agreement is similar to the one developed with Renovate America and the Western Riverside 
Council of Governments for HERO. This agreement allows CVAG to provide oversight on behalf of 
our member agencies, to: 1) minimize issues that may arise from the operation of multiple 
programs simultaneously in the Coachella Valley; 2) assist with marketing and outreach; 3) 
coordinate with and assist CVAG member agencies; and 4) handle any property owner or 
contractor complaints. This agreement will also provide for cost recovery associated with CVAG’s 
role in CaliforniaFIRST as a regional PACE program.  
 
As part of the development of this agreement, CVAG staff has been working with Renew Financial 
and CSCDA to review their procedures to ensure they meet the same standards established for 
our existing regional programs. Given the growth in the PACE market, it is important to maintain 
oversight and properly vet new programs. Under this agreement: 

1. Renew Financial would provide all administration and financing of the program at no cost to 
member agencies. At this time, the program is anticipated to be available only for residential 
property owners.  

2. CVAG would provide program oversight including: 
a. Review and approve projects submitted by property owners participating in the 

CaliforniaFIRST program within the CVAG region.  
b. Adopt resolutions and approve documents authorizing the CaliforniaFIRST program; 
c. Assist member agencies with the process of adoption of resolutions and/or other actions 

necessary to participate in the CaliforniaFIRST program. 
d. Coordinate with Renew Financial on program marketing and outreach, to ensure that such 

marketing and outreach is compatible with the existing CV Upgrade program and property 
owners in the CVAG region are aware of the options for PACE programs, including the 
Ygrene Energy Fund CV Upgrade program and the HERO program.  

e. Provide Renew Financial with a “local presence” at the CVAG offices.   
3. Renew Financial is the program administrator for the CaliforniaFIRST program. Renew 

Financial will participate in the CaliforniaFIRST program for the Coachella Valley as conduit 
issuer of bonds and will coordinate with CVAG as needed.  

ANALYSIS: 
 
Similar to other PACE programs, the CaliforniaFIRST Program is being offered to allow property 
owners in participating cities and counties to finance renewable energy, energy and water 
efficiency improvements, and electric vehicle charging infrastructure on their property. If a property 
owner chooses to participate, the installed improvements will be financed by the issuance of 
bonds. The bonds are secured by a voluntary contractual assessment levied on such owner’s 
property, with no recourse to the local government or other participating jurisdictions.  Participation 
in the program is 100% voluntary.  Property owners who wish to participate in the program agree to 
repay the amount borrowed through the voluntary contractual assessment collected together with 
their property taxes.   This financing is available for eligible improvements on both residential and 
non-residential properties. 

 
The benefits to the property owner include: 
• Eligibility:  In today’s economic environment, alternatives for property owners to finance 

renewable energy/energy efficiency/water efficiency improvements or electric vehicle charging 
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infrastructure may not be available.  As such many property owners do not have financing 
options available that would provide funding for improvements that lower their utility bills. 

• Savings:  Energy prices continue to rise and selecting in energy efficient, water efficient and 
renewable energy improvements reduces utility bills.   

• 100% voluntary.  Property owners can choose to participate in the program at their discretion. 
Improvements and properties must meet eligibility criteria in order to qualify for financing.  

• Payment obligation stays with the property.  Under Chapter 29, a voluntary contractual 
assessment stays with the property upon transfer of ownership.  Certain residential conforming 
mortgage providers will, however, require the assessment be paid off at the time the property is 
refinanced or sold.   

• Prepayment option.  The property owner can choose to pay off the assessments at any time, 
subject to applicable prepayment penalties.  

• Customer oriented program.  Part of the success of the program is the prompt customer 
service. Committed funding partners provide funding promptly upon project completion 
resulting in both property owner and contactor satisfaction. 

 
The benefits to the City include: 
• Increase local jobs. 
• An increase in property values (energy efficient homes and buildings are worth more money). 
• An increase in sales, payroll and property tax revenue 
• As in conventional assessment financing, the City is not obligated to repay the bonds or to pay 

any delinquent assessments levied on the participating properties. 
 

The standard procedure for all cities and counties to participate in the CaliforniaFIRST program is 
to adopt the form of a resolution accompanying this staff report. Resolution _____ enables the 
CaliforniaFIRST Program to be available to owners of property within our City to finance renewable 
energy, energy efficiency and water efficiency improvements and electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure. The resolution also identifies that the City is a member of CVAG and CVAG has 
contracted with Renew Financial to provide the CaliforniaFIRST program to its member agencies, 
whereby portions of the administration of the CaliforniaFIRST Program in Eastern Riverside County 
shall be delegated to CVAG.  

FISCAL AND STAFF IMPACTS: 
 
There is no negative fiscal impact to the City’s general fund will be incurred by consenting to the 
inclusion of properties within the City limits in the CaliforniaFIRST Program. All CaliforniaFIRST 
Program administrative costs are covered through an initial administrative fee included in the 
property owner’s voluntary contractual assessment and an annual administrative fee which is also 
collected on the property owner’s tax bill.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 
Adopt the attached Resolution ____ to authorize the City’s participation in the CaliforniaFIRST 
Program which will enable property owners to finance permanently fixed renewable energy, energy 
and water efficiency improvements and electric vehicle charging infrastructure on their properties. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Resolution for CaliforniaFIRST program 



Time Frame
Immediate (Next year)
Short (2-5 years)
Long (5+ years)
Ongoing

# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Inventory and report 
greenhouse gas emissions so 
that reductions can be tracked 
in a transparent, consistent, 
and accurate manner.

Monitor and report 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Use an emissions inventory and 
a monitoring tool to identify 
and prioritize effective 
programs, and to modify 
programs to increase 
greenhouse gas reduction 
effectiveness. 

Monitor and report 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department Green Team

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Implement energy, water, 
transportation, and other 
actions in the City’s Climate 
Action Plan to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Develop strategies to 
reduce contributions to 
GHG emissions to 1990 
levels by 2020 and 
carbon neutrality by 
2030. 

Short
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department 
(Lead), All Departments

Adopt Climate 
Action Plan

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Establish greenhouse gas 
criteria to evaluate City 
policies, programs, and 
development applications.

Develop strategies to 
reduce contributions to 
GHG emissions to 1990 
levels by 2020 and 
carbon neutrality by 
2030. 

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Planning 
Department

PALM SPRINGS SUSTAINABILITY MASTER PLAN

IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Develop annual department-
wide work plans that outline 
specific greenhouse gas 
reduction efforts for municipal 
operations. 

Develop strategies to 
reduce contributions to 
GHG emissions to 1990 
levels by 2020 and 
carbon neutrality by 
2030. 

Ongoing
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department 
(Lead), All Departments

Adoption of Palm 
Springs 
Sustainability Plan

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Convene a working group, or 
collaborate with a regional 
university, to outline different 
policies approaches to 
achieve the deep and 
transformative actions 
necessary to achieve carbon 
neutrality. 

Develop strategies to 
reduce contributions to 
GHG emissions to 1990 
levels by 2020 and 
carbon neutrality by 
2030. 

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Planning 
Department

UC Riverside

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Participate in a regional 
carbon offset program, carbon 
trading, or “cap and trade” 
system to capture funding for 
local/regional actions to 
reduce contributions to GHGs.

Develop strategies to 
reduce contributions to 
GHG emissions to 1990 
levels by 2020 and 
carbon neutrality by 
2030. 

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Assess the potential impacts of 
climate change on people, 
infrastructure, natural systems, 
and public spaces in the City.

Improve community 
resiliency to the 
potential impacts of 
climate change.

Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works Department

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Partner with State, federal, 
regional, and county agencies 
to develop short-term actions 
that improve community 
resilience.

Improve community 
resiliency to the 
potential impacts of 
climate change.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Planning 
Department

Riverside 
County Public 
Health 
Department, 

Climate 
Change  + 
Resilience

Prioritize greenhouse gas 
reduction measures with co-
benefits that make the 
community more resilient to 
climate change. 

Improve community 
resiliency to the 
potential impacts of 
climate change.

Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Planning 
Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Sustainable 
Economy

Work to expand existing 
programs that increase 
demand for clean technology 
and renewable energy, e.g. 
PACE programs. 

Incubate, grow, 
incentivize, and/or 
attract ten new 
sustainable businesses 
to Palm Springs, 
focusing on renewable 
energy production, 
clean technology, and 
green products and 
services by 2020. 

Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

HERO Program

Sustainable 
Economy

In conjunction with surrounding 
municipalities, develop a 
package of local incentives to 
make the region more 
attractive to target industries.

Incubate, grow, 
incentivize, and/or 
attract ten new 
sustainable businesses 
to Palm Springs, 
focusing on renewable 
energy production, 
clean technology, and 
green products and 
services by 2020. 

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Planning 
Department

Sustainable 
Economy

Work with education partners 
to identify and focus resources 
from the College of the Desert, 
UC Riverside, CSU San 
Bernardino, K-12 and others to 
support sustainable industries 
cluster and other local 
businesses.

Incubate, grow, 
incentivize, and/or 
attract ten new 
sustainable businesses 
to Palm Springs, 
focusing on renewable 
energy production, 
clean technology, and 
green products and 
services by 2020. 

Ongoing
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

College of the 
Desert, UC 
Riverside, CSU 
San Bernardino
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Sustainable 
Economy

Support and promote the start-
up businesses through 
incubators such as the iHUB 
Innovation Center, providing 
low-cost materials, technical 
assistance and opportunities 
for collaboration.

Incubate, grow, 
incentivize, and/or 
attract ten new 
sustainable businesses 
to Palm Springs, 
focusing on renewable 
energy production, 
clean technology, and 
green products and 
services by 2020. 

Immediate
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

iHUB Innovation 
Center

Sustainable 
Economy

Develop a “Buy Local” 
campaign.

Grow Palm Springs’ 
local economy by 
retaining and 
expanding small and 
locally-owned 
businesses, increasing 
exports and decreasing 
imports.

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Tourism 
Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network

Sustainable 
Economy

Increase support for small 
businesses to form, expand and 
innovate.

Grow Palm Springs’ 
local economy by 
retaining and 
expanding small and 
locally-owned 
businesses, increasing 
exports and decreasing 
imports.

Ongoing
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network

Sustainable 
Economy

Promote local purchasing and 
procurement strategies. 

Grow Palm Springs’ 
local economy by 
retaining and 
expanding small and 
locally-owned 
businesses, increasing 
exports and decreasing 
imports.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Procurement and 
Contracting Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Sustainable 
Economy

Increase competitiveness for 
conventions and conferences 
by ensuring the Palm Springs 
Convention Center employs 
sustainable practices, such as 
the SMG Green IMPACT 
project.

Establish Palm Springs 
as a premiere 
ecotourism destination 
in the U.S. by improving 
existing industry 
practices and 
expanding cultural and 
nature-based tourism.

Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Tourism 
Department

Palm Springs 
Convention 
Center

Sustainable 
Economy

Support and promote Palm 
Springs hospitality and service 
industries to become green 
through existing utility rebate 
programs and materials about 
best practices.

Establish Palm Springs 
as a premiere 
ecotourism destination 
in the U.S. by improving 
existing industry 
practices and 
expanding cultural and 
nature-based tourism.

Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Tourism 
Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network

Sustainable 
Economy

Convene existing tourism-
based business owners and 
industry representatives to 
identify opportunities for 
expanding nature-based 
tourism. Research and report 
on best practices from other 
regions for consideration and 
adaptation.

Establish Palm Springs 
as a premiere 
ecotourism destination 
in the U.S. by improving 
existing industry 
practices and 
expanding cultural and 
nature-based tourism.

Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Tourism 
Department

tourism-based 
business owners 
and industry 
representatives

Sustainable 
Economy

Partner with the hospitability 
industry to provide information 
to tourists about ecologically-
responsible travel to the region, 
carbon-offset alternatives, and 
resource conservation 
strategies for visitors.

Establish Palm Springs 
as a premiere 
ecotourism destination 
in the U.S. by improving 
existing industry 
practices and 
expanding cultural and 
nature-based tourism.

Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Tourism 
Department

tourism-based 
business owners 
and industry 
representatives
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Sustainable 
Economy

Work with community-based 
organization and other 
partners to develop an 
ecotourism volunteer program 
to engage the visitors in habitat 
rehabilitation. 

Establish Palm Springs 
as a premiere 
ecotourism destination 
in the U.S. by improving 
existing industry 
practices and 
expanding cultural and 
nature-based tourism.

Short

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Tourism 
Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network

Sustainable 
Economy

Expand the number of 
businesses participating in the 
Green Business Program.

Encourage sustainable 
business practices. Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network

Sustainable 
Economy

Continue to provide incentives 
and technical support to 
businesses in Palm Springs on 
sustainable business best 
practices.

Encourage sustainable 
business practices. Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network

Sustainable 
Economy

Partner with local business 
organizations to develop a 
promotional and marketing 
plan to increase the utilization 
of sustainable businesses, 
including incentivizing their 
employees to make greener 
choices.

Encourage sustainable 
business practices. Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network

Sustainable 
Economy

Distribute materials on the 
Green Business Program, utility 
rebate and incentive 
programs, and other 
sustainable business practices 
with business license and 
permit information.

Encourage sustainable 
business practices.

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Sustainable 
Economy

Support local school district 
and Coachella Valley 
Economic Partnership efforts to 
expand career pathway 
programs including high school 
career academies built around 
renewable energy and health 
care.

Train and grow the 
City’s green workforce. Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Coachella 
Valley 
Economic 
Partnership

Sustainable 
Economy

Partner with community-based 
organizations to develop a 
green jobs program that 
provides job 
training/apprenticeship and 
placement focused on at-risk 
young adult populations.

Train and grow the 
City’s green workforce. Immediate

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Palm Springs 
Business 
Network

Sustainable 
Economy

Establish partnerships with 
higher education to develop 
high-skill workers in green job 
industries.

Train and grow the 
City’s green workforce. Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

UC Riverside

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Explore ways to maximize 
existing facilities, resources, and 
opportunities for physical 
activity.

Increase the City’s 
overall health status by 
5% in 2020 by 
encouraging life-long 
recreational physical 
activity.

Short

Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Deaprtment

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Utilize partnerships to create an 
additional community 
recreation center.

Increase the City’s 
overall health status by 
5% in 2020 by 
encouraging life-long 
recreational physical 
activity.

Long 
Planning Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Deaprtment

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Provide physical activity 
opportunities for people of all 
ages.

Increase the City’s 
overall health status by 
5% in 2020 by 
encouraging life-long 
recreational physical 
activity.

Ongoing
Planning Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Deaprtment

Riverside 
County Public 
Health 
Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Examine city policies that 
relate to healthy activity.

Increase the City’s 
overall health status by 
5% in 2020 by 
encouraging life-long 
recreational physical 
activity.

Immediate Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Eliminate barriers to healthy 
food choices within walking 
distance of all residents. 

Increase the City’s 
overall health status by 
5% in 2020 by 
encouraging life-long 
recreational physical 
activity.

Ongoing
Planning Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Riverside 
County Public 
Health 
Department

Resolution

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Support complete 
neighborhoods and active 
transportation to promote 
social interaction and improve 
public health.

Increase the City’s 
overall health status by 
5% in 2020 by 
encouraging life-long 
recreational physical 
activity.

Ongoing

Planning Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Public Works Department

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Create an online 
calendar/directory/resource 
guide of wellness activities and 
services available in our region.

Engage community 
partners to provide 
health and wellness 
education and/or 
services.

Short
Information Tehcnology, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Work with partner organizations 
to create a free “Healthy 
Planet, Healthy You” lecture 
series.

Engage community 
partners to provide 
health and wellness 
education and/or 
services.

Short Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

City staff member(s) 
participate in at least one of 
the Coachella Valley Health 
Collaborative’s “Mental Health 
Summits”. 

Promote mental, social, 
and emotional health. Ongoing All Departments

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Develop a “Hands-On Palm 
Springs” (HOPS) Volunteer 
Program structure. 

Promote mental, social, 
and emotional health. Short Office of Neighborhood 

Involvement

Community 
Health + 
Wellness

Challenge each neighborhood 
organization to host one 
“Healthy Planet, Healthy You” 
event per year. 

Promote mental, social, 
and emotional health. Immediate Sustainability and 

Recycling Department

Organized 
Neighborhoods 
of Palm Springs 
(ONE-PS)
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Livable 
Communities 

Develop a toolkit of simple, low-
cost solutions that support 
placemaking that can be used 
in Palm Springs.

Actively promote 
transformation of public 
spaces to support 
placemaking and bring 
vibrancy into 
neighborhoods and 
community public 
spaces by piloting 
projects in two 
neighborhoods by 
2020.

Immediate

Planning Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement, Public 
Works Department

Livable 
Communities 

Work with Organized 
Neighborhoods of Palm Springs 
(ONE-PS) and its constituent 
Neighborhood Organizations to 
identify locations for public 
space transformation.

Actively promote 
transformation of public 
spaces to support 
placemaking and bring 
vibrancy into 
neighborhoods and 
community public 
spaces by piloting 
projects in two 
neighborhoods by 
2020.

Ongoing

Planning Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement, Public 
Works Department

Organized 
Neighborhoods 
of Palm Springs 
(ONE-PS)

Livable 
Communities 

Pilot test placemaking tactics 
in two neighborhoods. 

Actively promote 
transformation of public 
spaces to support 
placemaking and bring 
vibrancy into 
neighborhoods and 
community public 
spaces by piloting 
projects in two 
neighborhoods by 
2020.

Long 

Planning Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement, Public 
Works Department

Organized 
Neighborhoods 
of Palm Springs 
(ONE-PS)

Livable 
Communities 

Support new, diverse housing 
opportunities within walking 
distance of Downtown Palm 
Springs, neighborhood 
commercial clusters, and 
mixed-use areas.  

Promote smart growth. Ongoing

Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

9



# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Livable 
Communities 

Support the streamlining of the 
construction of multifamily and 
mixed-use development in 
areas identified by the General 
Plan and identify areas for 
multifamily and mixed-use 
development in the City not 
currently shown in the General 
Plan’s land use districts.

Promote smart growth. Ongoing

Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Ordinance

Livable 
Communities 

Promote bike parking and 
amenities in mixed-use, 
multifamily, and commercial 
development.

Promote smart growth. Ongoing
Public Works 
Department, Building 
Department

Livable 
Communities 

Amplify and augment efforts to 
encourage developers to 
provide alternative parking 
facilities such as carpools, van 
pools, electric vehicle, and car 
share. 

Promote smart growth. Ongoing
Public Works 
Department, Building 
Department

Livable 
Communities 

Require new, continuous 
sidewalks on both sides of the 
street with new development 
and be fully compliant with 
ADA regulations.

Promote smart growth. Immediate

Maintenance and 
Facilities Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Planning 
Department

Ordinance

Livable 
Communities 

Support development projects 
that adhere to smart growth 
principles, including new 
development around existing 
neighborhood assets, diverse 
uses, and transit.

Promote smart growth. Ongoing
Public Works 
Department, Planning 
Department

Livable 
Communities 

Ensure that public health issues 
are guiding land use planning 
and development decisions.

Promote smart growth. Ongoing Planning Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Livable 
Communities 

Require all city-owned buildings 
be built to Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design 
(LEED) Gold standards and Well 
Building standards.

Increase the number of 
green buildings. Short

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department

Resolution

Livable 
Communities 

Work with project developers 
to encourage use and 
implementation of the Green 
Building Program. Provide 
incentives to expand 
participation of the Green for 
Life Program.

Increase the number of 
green buildings. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department

Local 
Developers

Livable 
Communities 

Expand businesses 
participation in the Green 
Façade Improvement Program.

Increase the number of 
green buildings. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Livable 
Communities 

Conduct a systematic review 
of the General Plan and 
implementing ordinances and 
standards to identify additional 
opportunities to incentivize and 
encourage green building 
practices.

Increase the number of 
green buildings. Short

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Planning Department

General Plan 
Amendment

Livable 
Communities 

Encourage green architectural 
and historic preservation and 
remodeling practices.

Increase the number of 
green buildings. Ongoing

Planning Deparment, 
Code Compliance 
Department

Organized 
Neighborhoods 
of Palm Springs 
(ONE-PS)

Livable 
Communities 

Develop an outreach and 
education plan for developers, 
realtors, and institutions 
(schools and hospitals) focused 
on sustainable design principles 
and green building.

Increase the number of 
green buildings. Ongoing

Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement, Planning 
Department 

Palm Springs 
Unified School 
District
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Livable 
Communities 

Establish energy and water 
efficiency handbooks for City 
departments, residential and 
commercial users with 
checklists for self-assessment 
and resource guides.

Increase the number of 
green buildings. Immediate

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works Department

Livable 
Communities 

Incorporate CPTED principles 
into the City’s General Plan 
and related policies.

Promote Crime 
Prevention Through 
Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principles 
when designing sites, 
buildings, facilities and 
the surrounding areas.

Long Police Department, 
Planning Department Ordinance

Livable 
Communities 

Evaluate basic CPTED design 
and management strategies 
for incorporating into design 
standards and zoning.

Promote Crime 
Prevention Through 
Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principles 
when designing sites, 
buildings, facilities and 
the surrounding areas.

Ongoing Police Department, 
Planning Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Dedicate a portion of the 
transportation budget to 
pedestrian and bicycling 
projects and programs. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Immediate

Public Works 
Department, Community 
and Economic 
Development 
Department 

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Launch a robust public 
information campaign 
highlighting the health, 
environmental, and economic 
benefits of active 
transportation. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Short

Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement, Planning 
Department, Community 
and Economic 
Development 
Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Launch a public information 
campaign to educate people 
about eco-driving, including 
anti-idling and getting regular 
vehicle tune-ups to limit vehicle-
related emissions. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Short

Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement, Planning 
Department, Community 
and Economic 
Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Engage Green Team and 
Sustainability Commission 
members in strategies to 
implement General Plan goal 
and associated policies and 
actions to “Reduce the City’s 
dependence on the use of 
single-passenger vehicles by 
enhancing mass transit 
opportunities.” 

Promote transportation 
choices. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works Department

Green Team, 
Sustainability 
Commission

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Partner with local public health 
agencies and hospitals to 
promote biking and walking. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Engage with elementary and 
middle schools to expand the 
Safe Routes to School program 
by identifying local champions. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Immediate

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement

Palm Springs 
Unified School 
District

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Continue to partner with the 
downtown business community 
to enhance the Bicycle Friendly 
Business District. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Ongoing

Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department

13



# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Continue promotion of 
National Bike Month and 
provide promotional gear and 
education classes to 
prospective bicycle riders. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Ongoing

Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement, Planning 
Department, Community 
and Economic 
Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Expand the bicycle “fix it” 
station program and refueling 
stations to improve the visibility 
of bicycling in the community. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Short

Sustainability and 
Rcycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Investigate the feasibility of car 
sharing in the city and at the 
airport. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Short

Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Conduct a study to determine 
if bike share is feasible in 
Downtown Palm Springs. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Short

 Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Develop a centralized portal of 
transportation information that 
allows residents and visitors to 
find multimodal transportation 
information, ride matches, and 
log trips for incentives. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Long 

Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department, 
Information Technology 
Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Promote “Healthy Planet, 
Healthy You” and “Walk and 
Roll” apps.

Promote transportation 
choices. Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department 14



# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Hold Open Streets events to 
improve awareness of biking 
and walking. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Partner with SunLine transit to 
launch an individualized 
marketing program in 
neighborhoods with the highest 
levels of transit service. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

SunLine transit

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Develop a campaign to 
promote the CV Link trail.

Promote transportation 
choices. Short

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Coachella 
Valley MSHCP

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Expand the number of days 
BUZZ trolley service operates 
and the span of service;  
explore creation of an East-
West route connecting the 
Palm Springs International 
Airport, the Convention Center, 
and Downtown Palm Springs. 

Promote transportation 
choices. Short

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

BUZZ trolley, 
Palm Springs 
International 
Airport

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Promote transit-oriented 
development to foster 
development along SunLine 
Transit corridors.

Promote transit-
oriented development. Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, Planning 
Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Assess parking requirements in 
Downtown Palm Springs and 
along SunLine Transit lines for 
opportunities to reduce parking 
minimums and ratios, 
recognizing the full costs and 
outcomes associated with 
inefficient parking strategies.

Promote transit-
oriented development. Short Public Works Department Resolution
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Consider expanding General 
Plan policy to encourage all, 
not just large, employers to 
adopt incentive programs that 
include ridesharing, preferential 
parking for rideshare, 
telecommuting, flex hours, bike 
racks, and other amenities. 

Integrate sustainable 
transportation 
infrastructure and 
programs through the 
development process 
and through 
partnerships with 
employers.

Short Public Works Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Incentivize developers to 
provide facilities such as 
carpool, vanpool, electric 
vehicle (EV), and bicycle 
parking; sponsor bus stops; and 
build bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure to facilitate 
multimodal access.

Integrate sustainable 
transportation 
infrastructure and 
programs through the 
development process 
and through 
partnerships with 
employers.

Ongoing

Code Compliance 
Department, Planning 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Local 
Developers

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Develop a clean airport shuttle 
service to major destinations 
within the city and valley. 

Promote clean 
transportation through 
alternative fuels and 
vehicles.

Long 

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Continue to support 
development of electric 
vehicle infrastructure and 
charging stations at City-
owned facilities and through 
developer incentives. 

Promote clean 
transportation through 
alternative fuels and 
vehicles.

Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Develop ordinances allowing 
neighborhood electric vehicles 
(e.g., golf carts and other 
similar vehicles) as a mode of 
travel on appropriate routes in 
the City.

Promote clean 
transportation through 
alternative fuels and 
vehicles.

Long 

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Ordinance

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Adopt a policy to transform the 
municipal fleet conversion to 
clean fuel vehicles.

Develop policies and 
programs for the City of 
Palm Springs to lead 
the way in sustainable 
planning and 
operations.

Immediate

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Ordinance

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Reduce employee vehicle 
miles traveled in city vehicles 
by promoting teleconferences 
and the availability of 
alternative transportation 
options for business trips.

Develop policies and 
programs for the City of 
Palm Springs to lead 
the way in sustainable 
planning and 
operations.

Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Encourage telecommuting and 
flexible hours policies to avoid 
at least one commuting day 
per month per employee.

Develop policies and 
programs for the City of 
Palm Springs to lead 
the way in sustainable 
planning and 
operations.

Ongoing
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Human Resources
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Active + 
Sustainable 
Transportation

Develop a comprehensive 
transportation options program 
for City employees that 
includes an online 
ridematching program and 
allows employees to log trips 
for awards. 

Develop policies and 
programs for the City of 
Palm Springs to lead 
the way in sustainable 
planning and 
operations.

Long 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Human Resources

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Plant new trees in the nearly 
1,200 vacant sites identified in 
the inventory of public trees, or 
other high-value locations.

Expand the urban 
forest by planting 1,200 
new trees on public 
sites.

Immediate

Parks and Recreation 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Continually replace urban trees 
that have been removed or 
have died with appropriate,  
new landscaping or add shade 
canopy.

Expand the urban 
forest by planting 1,200 
new trees on public 
sites.

Ongoing

Parks and Recreation 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Maintenance and 
Facilities Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Establish a young tree 
maintenance program to 
properly care for newly planted 
trees. 

Expand the urban 
forest by planting 1,200 
new trees on public 
sites.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Maintenance and 
Facilities Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Develop a tree planting and 
maintenance guide for 
residents and businesses based 
on the planting palette in the 
Urban Forest Management 
Report.

Expand the urban 
forest by planting 1,200 
new trees on public 
sites.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Encourage properly-sited and 
selected shade trees in 100% of 
new construction to reduce 
heat islands and provide shade 
to offset air conditioning 
demand.

Expand the urban 
forest by planting 1,200 
new trees on public 
sites.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Identify areas suitable for urban 
forestry based on existing 
space and requirements on 
public areas.

Expand the urban 
forest by planting 1,200 
new trees on public 
sites.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, Planning 
Department 18



# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Continue hosting an annual 
Arbor Day celebration. 

Expand the urban 
forest by planting 1,200 
new trees on public 
sites.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Expand the City’s tree 
inventory to include trees on 
private property.

Expand the urban 
forest by planting 1,200 
new trees on public 
sites.

Short Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Create and implement a plan 
to ensure that all residents live 
within a 10-minute walk of a 
neighborhood park, open 
space and/or community 
garden.

Promote access to 
sustainable, open 
space, recreation and 
natural resources.

Long 

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department 

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Add new trails to the regional 
network, while connecting and 
enhancing the existing 
network.

Promote access to 
sustainable, open 
space, recreation and 
natural resources.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department 

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Provide more developed 
facilities at trail heads, 
including kiosks, signage, 
restrooms, and bike parking.

Promote access to 
sustainable, open 
space, recreation and 
natural resources.

Long 

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department 

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Improve active transportation 
infrastructure connecting to 
parks and open spaces by 
creating complete streets, 
adding bike lanes, enhancing 
signage for pedestrians and 
cyclists, and improving 
sidewalk connectivity and 
quality.

Promote access to 
sustainable, open 
space, recreation and 
natural resources.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department 

Coachella 
Valley MSHCP
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Continue to work cooperatively 
with regional partners to 
assemble conservation areas 
identified in the CVMSHCP.

Support efforts to 
protect and enhance 
regional ecosystems.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Coachella 
Valley MSHCP

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Create bird safe design 
guidelines that promote bird 
safety through measures such 
as façade treatments and 
lighting. Identify areas where 
guidelines would be most 
appropriate.

Support efforts to 
protect and enhance 
regional ecosystems.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Develop operational policies 
restricting herbicide and 
pesticide use on City-owned 
and managed properties.

Support efforts to 
protect and enhance 
regional ecosystems.

Immediate Ordinance

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Develop a low-impact 
development handbook for 
residential and commercial 
project developers.

Exceed regional 
standards for 
stormwater control.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 

Public Works 
Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Require project developers to 
prevent stormwater pollution 
by implementing best 
management practices for 
construction activities. 

Exceed regional 
standards for 
stormwater control.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 

Public Works 
Department, Parks and 

Recreation Department, 
Code Compliance 

Department

Ordinance

Establish development 
standards for residential, 
commercial, and industrial 
projects that: Control and 
manage invasive plants found 
on site by requiring best 
management practices to be 

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Support efforts to 
protect and enhance 
regional ecosystems.

Long 

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 

Public Works 
Department, Parks and 

Recreation Department, 
Building Department, 
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Explore the potential impacts 
of climate change on storm 
frequency, duration, and 
intensity to understand the 
potential implications for 
stormwater infrastructure. 

Exceed regional 
standards for 
stormwater control.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works 
Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Require new construction to 
capture and remove all on-site 
trash before it enters the 
stormwater system. 

Exceed regional 
standards for 
stormwater control.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Building Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Ordinance

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Expand the use of permeable 
pavement in large commercial 
and infrastructure uses, such as 
the Palm Springs Airport and 
Convention Center.

Exceed regional 
standards for 
stormwater control.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 

Public Works 
Department, Parks and 

Recreation Department, 
Code Compliance 

Department

Resolution

Urban Forests + 
Natural Systems

Increase the number of green 
infrastructure projects, such as 
bioswales, street trees, and 
permeable pavement 
throughout the City.

Exceed regional 
standards for 
stormwater control.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 

Public Works 
Department, Parks and 

Recreation Department, 
Code Compliance 

Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Continue to actively partner 
with serving utilities through the 
Desert Cities Energy Partnership 
to fully utilize energy efficiency 
and demand response 
programs in municipal facilities.

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 

Public Works 
Department, Parks and 

Recreation Department, 
Code Compliance 

Department

Desert Cities 
Energy 
Partnership
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Increase educational and 
outreach efforts to residential, 
commercial, and institutional 
building owners to increase 
awareness of SCE and the Gas 
Company programs, rebates, 
and incentives and CVAG’s 
Green for Life Green Building 
Program to improve energy 
efficiency of existing buildings 
and pools.

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 

Department, 
Sustainability and 

Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 

Public Works 
Department, Parks and 

Recreation Department, 
Code Compliance 

Department

SCE, Coachella 
Valley 
Association of 
Governments

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Promote third-party programs 
and financing sources, such as 
the PACE program, to improve 
energy efficiency of existing 
buildings. 

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Finance 
and Treasury 
Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Facilitate income-qualified 
energy efficiency programs 
such as those offered by the 
LiHEAP program managed by 
the Community Action 
Partnership of Riverside County 
and other programs 
administered by the SoCal Gas 
Company and SCE. 

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Continue leveraging federal, 
state, regional, and other 
funding sources to retrofit 
existing municipal facilities and 
public housing.

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Complete 100% of remaining 
Energy Action Plan measures 
outlined in Phase III of the 
Energy Action Plan. 

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Long 

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Adoption of 
Energy Action 
Plan

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Install timers on outdoor 
recreational facilities and 
schools.  

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Short
Building Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Unified School 
District

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Create a task force to study 
requiring energy disclosure, 
audits, and/or upgrades at 
time of sale for residential and 
commercial properties. 

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Promote and participate in 
group purchasing of energy 
efficiency goods and services 
with other CVAG cities/tribes.

Reduce the total 
energy use by all 
building built before 
2012 by 10%.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Coachella 
Valley 
Association of 
Governments

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Partner with CVAG to increase 
educational and outreach 
efforts to the construction 
industry and local developers 
to participate in the Green for 
Life Green Building Program to 
increase building efficiency.

Reduce energy use 
and carbon use from 
new homes and 
buildings.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Building 
Department

Coachella 
Valley 
Association of 
Governments
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Highlight development projects 
that voluntarily meet complete 
the Green for Life Green 
Building Program.

Reduce energy use 
and carbon use from 
new homes and 
buildings.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Building 
Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Establish incentives, 
educational materials, and 
local partnership to encourage 
highly-sustainable building 
design and site design that 
receive LEED, Sustainable Sites, 
Living Building Challenge, or 
similar certification.

Reduce energy use 
and carbon use from 
new homes and 
buildings.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Building 
Department, Planning 
Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Evaluate and amend the 
zoning code to ensure passive 
solar techniques are integrated 
into site and building design 
guidelines.

Reduce energy use 
and carbon use from 
new homes and 
buildings.

Short Planning Department Ordinance

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Produce a City resource guide 
for commercial and residential 
solar installation, including 
information on state and local 
regulations, incentives, and 
other third-party programs.

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Building 
Department, Planning 
Department, Code 
Compliance 
Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Promote income-qualified solar 
housing programs that provide 
no- or low-cost solar for families 
living with limited or fixed 
incomes.

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Immediate
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Building Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Explore establishment of a 
Community Choice 
Aggregator to procure and sell 
electricity to Palm Springs 
residents at competitive rates. 

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Evaluate establishment of a 
local energy ordinance to 
require new commercial and 
residential buildings to provide 
solar-generated power.

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Building Department, 
Planning Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department

Ordinance

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Develop a solar “Model 
Citizens” program for Palm 
Springs residents that promotes 
solar installation.

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Long 

Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Building Department, 
Planning Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Establish an ordinance to 
enable wind generation on 
residential and commercial 
buildings in Palm Springs. 

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Long 

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Building Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department, Public 
Works Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Hold annual demonstration 
workshops for City permitting 
and inspection staff to 
enhance understanding and 
familiarity with renewable and 
new technology and 
installation procedures.

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Building Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department

25



# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed
Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Leverage grant funding to 
increase renewable energy 
generation on City-owned 
facilities and properties.

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Building Department, 
Planning Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Evaluate opportunities to 
increase local energy 
generation at the City’s 
municipal waste water 
treatment plant. 

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Energy 
Conservation + 
Renewable 
Energy

Work with Socal Edison to 
retrofit or buy back street lights 
and retrofit them with LEDs.

Supply 50% of the all 
energy from renewable 
sources by 2030.

Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Socal Edison

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Continue converting road 
median and parkway strips to 
low-water, native, and drought-
tolerant species.

Reduce potable water 
use in City facilities by 
50% by 2020.

Ongoing Public Works Department

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Limit watering times at City 
facilities.

Reduce potable water 
use in City facilities by 
50% by 2020.

Immediate

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Develop guidelines that reduce 
water use for road medians, 
parkways, parks, and other city 
facilities.

Reduce potable water 
use in City facilities by 
50% by 2020.

Long 

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Desert Water 
Agency Resolution

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Continue implementing water 
efficiency and conservation 
methods at all City facilities, 
targeting those facilities with 
the highest water use. 

Reduce potable water 
use in City facilities by 
50% by 2020.

Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Convert park and golf course 
irrigation systems to recycled 
water use, reduce high-water 
plants, and use smart irrigation 
systems.

Reduce potable water 
use in City facilities by 
50% by 2020.

Long 

Public Works 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Collaborate with the Desert 
Water Agency to promote and 
implement water conservation 
measures, leak detection, and 
water efficient fixtures in Palm 
Springs.

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Short

Public Works 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement

Desert Water 
Agency

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Continue to expand 
community outreach and 
engagement efforts to 
residential, commercial, and 
hotel owners to increase 
awareness of existing water 
efficiency incentive programs 
and City water conservation 
requirements through the City’s 
website, the Neighborhood 
Involvement Committees, and 
other community-based 
organizations. 

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Ongoing

Public Works 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement

Desert Water 
Agency

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Continue to promote and 
augment rebates for individual 
residences and HOAs for Lawn 
Buy Back Program and drought-
tolerant landscaping.

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Immediate Public Works Department

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Work with the Desert Water 
Agency to identify high-water 
consumer homes and 
businesses and target outreach 
and engagement efforts to 
these properties.

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Ongoing Public Works Department Desert Water 
Agency

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Partner with the Desert Water 
Agency to promote smart 
metering and continuous 
monitoring of community water 
use.

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Ongoing Public Works Department Desert Water 
Agency
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Partner with hotels and the 
Desert Water Agency to 
increase the number of hotels 
participating the “Desert Water-
Worth Saving” campaign. 

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Ongoing Public Works Department Desert Water 
Agency

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Promote the installation of 
irrigation control sensors and 
drought-tolerant plants for golf 
courses.

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Ongoing Public Works Department

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Partner with CVAG to increase 
educational and outreach 
efforts to the construction 
industry and local developers 
to participate in the Green for 
Life Green Building Program to 
increase building water 
efficiency.

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Ongoing Public Works Department

Coachella 
Valley 
Association of 
Governments

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Establish incentives, 
educational materials, and 
local partnership to encourage 
highly-sustainable building and 
site design that receive LEED, 
Sustainable Sites, Living Building 
Challenge, or similar 
certification. 

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

 Long Public Works Department Desert Water 
Agency

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Work with the Desert Water 
Agency to increase water and 
wastewater rate tiers to 
encourage more conservation.

Reduce potable water 
usage per capita in 
Palm Springs by 30% by 
2020.

Ongoing Public Works Department Desert Water 
Agency

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Explore adoption of a local 
gray water ordinance that 
requires all new residential 
development to be 
constructed for easy 
implementation of gray water 
systems.

Increase recycled and 
gray water usage in 
Palm Springs by 10% by 
2020.

Immediate Public Works Department Ordinance
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed
Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Require new parks, golf 
courses, and other large open 
areas to connect to the 
recycled water system.

Increase recycled and 
gray water usage in 
Palm Springs by 10% by 
2020.

Ongoing Public Works Department Ordinance

Water 
Conservation + 
Efficiency 

Support expansion of the 
recycled water system to serve 
existing commercial and 
multifamily development.

Increase recycled and 
gray water usage in 
Palm Springs by 10% by 
2020.

Long Public Works Department

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Partner with local commercial 
and residential developers to 
evaluate materials 
management strategies, 
including the sourcing of raw 
materials, reuse and recycling 
of materials, and selection of 
environmentally-sensitive 
sources.

Encourage an overall 
reduction in materials 
and goods 
consumption. 

Ongoing Building Department, 
Planning Department

Local 
Developers

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Create a local campaign that 
connects residents to resources 
to that advocate buying smart, 
reusing, sharing goods and 
services, and maintaining 
existing products.

Encourage an overall 
reduction in materials 
and goods 
consumption. 

Ongoing

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Encourage rehabilitation and 
adaptive reuse of buildings to 
conserve natural resources, 
historic resources, and reduce 
waste.

Encourage an overall 
reduction in materials 
and goods 
consumption. 

Ongoing
Public Works 
Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Recruit businesses to Palm 
Springs who can use existing 
waste streams as inputs.    

Encourage an overall 
reduction in materials 
and goods 
consumption. 

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Continue to support on-going 
programs for reusable shopping 
bags.

Encourage an overall 
reduction in materials 
and goods 
consumption. 

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Expand Product Stewardship 
programs for drug and SHARPS 
recycling to encourage and 
include pharmacies and 
pharmaceutical company 
participation.

Encourage an overall 
reduction in materials 
and goods 
consumption. 

Immediate Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Expand outreach and 
technical assistance to 
Homeowner Associations, multi-
family residences, and seasonal 
residents to increase 
participation in the residential 
recycling and composting 
programs.

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Work with Palm Springs Disposal 
Services to provide incentives 
for homeowners to select the 
economy service.

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Short Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Explore increasing the minimum 
requirements for construction 
and demolition waste to 65%, 
consistent with the CALGreen 
Tier I guidelines.

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Ongoing
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Public Works Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service Ordinance
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Expand commercial recycling 
and composting for businesses 
in the City by encouraging 
participation in waste audits 
and providing technical 
assistance focused on small 
businesses.

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Work with Palm Springs Unified 
School District to educate 
students about the lifecycle of 
consumer goods and food and 
promote recycling and 
composting at home. 

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement Department

Palm Springs 
Unified School 
District

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Work with Palm Springs Unified 
School District schools to 
increase recycling and 
composting.

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement Department

Palm Springs 
Unified School 
District

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Continue funding the 
Household Hazardous Waste 
and electronics recycling 
programs to provide the 
community a continuous 
opportunity to properly dispose 
of these waste products.

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, Office of 
Neighborhood 
Involvement Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Evaluate implementation of a 
recyclable take-out container 
program to reduce the use of 
non-recyclable take-out 
containers at restaurants across 
the City.

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Short Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Implement net zero special 
events.

Expand programs to 
increase landfill waste 
diversion, recycling, 
and composting to 
recover 90% of all 
waste generated by 
2030. 

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Develop and promote food 
sharing programs within Palm 
Springs, providing excess food 
to organizations that support 
food security.

Reduce food scraps 
and green waste sent 
the landfills by 50% by 
2025.

Immediate Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Work with Palm Springs Disposal 
Services (PSDS) to include food 
scraps as part of the green 
waste collection for residential 
uses.

Reduce food scraps 
and green waste sent 
the landfills by 50% by 
2025.

Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department,  
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Partner with PSDS to implement 
provisions of the California 
Commercial Organics 
legislation. 

Reduce food scraps 
and green waste sent 
the landfills by 50% by 
2025.

Short Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Pilot a small businesses and 
school food-composting and 
green waste program with 
PSDS for businesses not covered 
by State Commercial Organics 
legislation.

Reduce food scraps 
and green waste sent 
the landfills by 50% by 
2025.

Long Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Solid Waste + 
Recycling

Initiate a food scraps program 
at all City facilities, placing 
compost bins in all public 
locations and common areas.

Reduce food scraps 
and green waste sent 
the landfills by 50% by 
2025.

Short Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Disposal Service

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Create policy and practices to 
provide healthy, locally-
produced food and beverage 
options at City-sponsored 
events. Provide tap water 
rather than bottled water.

Reduce the 
consumption of 
resource-intensive 
foods.

Short
Human Resources, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Resolution

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Encourage a city-supported 
“Meatless Monday” initiative.

Reduce the 
consumption of 
resource-intensive 
foods.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Communications 
Department

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Promote healthier, more 
sustainable diets through 
collaborations with community-
based organizations.

Reduce the 
consumption of 
resource-intensive 
foods.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Support efforts to increase 
composting on non-edible 
food. 

Reduce the 
consumption of 
resource-intensive 
foods.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Provide incentives to SNAP 
participants to redeem benefits 
at local farmers markets.

Reduce the 
consumption of 
resource-intensive 
foods.

Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

SNAP

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Support farmers markets and 
small retailers that sell healthy 
and locally produced food.

Support community-
based food systems. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department

Local Farmers
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Partner with a community-
based organization to 
manage, maintain, and 
evaluate the potential for new 
community gardens.

Support community-
based food systems. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Continue to expand the school 
garden program to additional 
campuses in Palm Springs.

Support community-
based food systems. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement

Palm Springs 
Unified School 
District

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Establish a neighborhood 
produce exchange.

Support community-
based food systems. Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Work with community partners 
to create a food share network 
(or citrus gleaning program) 
that allows homeowners, 
growers and other to donate 
excess food (citrus) to food-
insecure residents in Palm 
Springs and surrounding 
communities.

Support community-
based food systems. Short

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Continue increasing the 
planting of fruit trees on 
publically-owned land.

Support community-
based food systems. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Promote educational 
opportunities for residents and 
business to increase skills and 
knowledge of gardening, food 
preservation, and fruit 
production.

Support community-
based food systems. Ongoing Sustainability and 

Recycling Department

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Continue providing rebates for 
homeowners who replace 
lawns and high-water plants 
with edible gardens.

Support community-
based food systems. Ongoing Sustainability and 

Recycling Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Establish a pilot project to 
demonstrate alternative 
agriculture methods, such as 
permaculture, hydroponics, 
and aquaponics.

Support community-
based food systems. Long Sustainability and 

Recycling Department

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Evaluate alternative food 
source options such as 
Hydroponics and encourage 
business development for 
alternative methods of food 
production.

Support community-
based food systems. Long 

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Incorporate urban agriculture 
uses into long range planning 
efforts, including the General 
Plan and zoning.

Evaluate existing 
regulation to better 
understand barriers to 
growing and producing 
food.

Immediate
Planning Department, 
Parks and Recreation 
Department

Ordinance

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Examine city policies that 
relate to healthy food 
production.

Evaluate existing 
regulation to better 
understand barriers to 
growing and producing 
food.

Immediate
Planning Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Resolution

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Encourage innovative design in 
new development by 
incorporating community 
gardens, allotments, edible 
landscapes, or other 
community-based food 
systems. 

Evaluate existing 
regulation to better 
understand barriers to 
growing and producing 
food.

Ongoing
Parks and Recreation 
Department, Planning 
Department

Riverside 
County Master 
Gardeners

Food + Urban 
Agriculture 

Promote efforts to expand 
urban food production on 
privately-owned land.

Evaluate existing 
regulation to better 
understand barriers to 
growing and producing 
food.

Ongoing

Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Community and 
Economic Development 
Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Lead By 
Example

Form a collaboration between 
the Sustainability Commission, 
Mayor, and Green Team to 
establish an annual 
sustainability action goal. 

Embed sustainable 
principles and 
practices into city 
operations.

Short Sustainability and 
Recycling Department Green Team

Lead By 
Example

Identify a senior staffer from 
each City department or 
agency to carry out 
sustainability measures.

Embed sustainable 
principles and 
practices into city 
operations.

Short Term
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department 
(Lead), All Departments

Lead By 
Example

Develop annual departmental 
work plans for sustainability that 
define three to five actions that 
the department will implement 
during the year.

Embed sustainable 
principles and 
practices into city 
operations.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Lead By 
Example

Reconvene an inter-
departmental Green Team 
that meets quarterly to share 
best practices, identify 
opportunities for collaboration, 
and discuss progress towards 
annual sustainability goals. 
Twice a year the meeting 
would be led by the City 
Manager and Council 
subcommittee and twice a 
year led by the Office of 
Sustainability.

Embed sustainable 
principles and 
practices into city 
operations.

Immediate Sustainability and 
Recycling Department Green Team

Lead By 
Example

Through the Green Team, 
define numeric goals for 
reductions in fuel consumption, 
energy and water use, solid 
waste generation for municipal 
operations and other health 
and sustainability issues.

Embed sustainable 
principles and 
practices into city 
operations.

Short
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Public Works Department

Green Team

Lead By 
Example

Continue to increase capacity 
by adding additional full- or 
part-time staff to the Office of 
Sustainability.

Embed sustainable 
principles and 
practices into city 
operations.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Human Resources 
Department 36



# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Lead By 
Example

Publish an annual, 
standardized sustainability 
report card showing progress 
towards numeric goals and 
promoting departmental 
accomplishments.

Embed sustainable 
principles and 
practices into city 
operations.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Lead By 
Example

Establish a process to 
incorporate sustainability into 
the planning and design 
process for capital 
improvement projects, 
screening projects using a triple 
bottom line approach and 
incorporating a life-cycle 
evaluation of costs and 
benefits. 

Embed sustainability 
into capital 
improvement review, 
design, and 
construction.

Long 

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department, 
Public Works Department

Resolution

Lead By 
Example

During infrastructure 
construction, use recycled 
water to meet water needs 
where available.

Embed sustainability 
into capital 
improvement review, 
design, and 
construction.

Ongoing

Building Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department, Public 
Works Department, 
Sustainability and 

Recycling Department

Resolution

Lead By 
Example

Encourage use of equipment 
to achieve a 60% average 
annual energy reduction below 
the estimated baseline energy 
use for those products.

Embed sustainability 
into capital 
improvement review, 
design, and 
construction.

Ongoing

Building Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Whenever feasible, utilize post-
consumer recycled content of 
at least 50% of the total mass of 
infrastructure materials: 
Roadways, parking lots, 
sidewalks, unit paving, and 

Lead By 
Example

Embed sustainability 
into capital 
improvement review, 
design, and 
construction.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 

Maintenance and 
Facilities Department, 

Public Works Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Lead By 
Example

Encourage use of construction 
equipment powered by 
alternative fuels such as 
compressed natural gas rather 
than conventional petroleum 
or diesel to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Embed sustainability 
into capital 
improvement review, 
design, and 
construction.

Ongoing
Building Department, 
Code Compliance 
Department

Lead By 
Example

Encourage use of electric or 
hybrid-electric construction 
equipment to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Embed sustainability 
into capital 
improvement review, 
design, and 
construction.

Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Maintenance and 
Facilities Department, 
Building Department, 
Public Works Department

Lead By 
Example

Conduct “Sustainability 101” 
trainings with all employees 
with approval from their 
supervisors.

Ensure all employees 
have a baseline 
understanding of 
sustainability principles 
and regular 
opportunities for 
learning.

Ongoing
Human Resources, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

 

Lead By 
Example

Conduct bi-annual trainings of 
all employees on key 
sustainability topics and how to 
implement sustainability 
measures through existing City 
programs and processes.

Ensure all employees 
have a baseline 
understanding of 
sustainability principles 
and regular 
opportunities for 
learning.

Ongoing
Human Resources, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Lead By 
Example

Provide training and 
accreditation for select City 
staff related to LEED for 
Neighborhood Design, LEED 
New Construction, Well 
Building, the Living Building 
Challenge, EcoDistricts, 
Sustainable Sites, CALGreen, 
and other related building and 
urban design standards.

Ensure all employees 
have a baseline 
understanding of 
sustainability principles 
and regular 
opportunities for 
learning.

Ongoing Human Resources 
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Lead By 
Example

Pilot healthy building design 
and/or retrofit at a City facility. 

Foster a safe and 
healthy work 
environment. 

Long 

Maintenance and 
Facilities Department, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Lead By 
Example

Establish a workplace wellness 
program that identifies places 
around the City facilities to 
engage in physical activity and 
encourages employees to walk 
or bike to work, among other 
things.

Foster a safe and 
healthy work 
environment. 

Immediate Human Resources 

Lead By 
Example

Add healthy foods to vending 
machines and provide healthy 
snacks and tap water during 
meetings.

Foster a safe and 
healthy work 
environment. 

Immediate Human Resources 

Lead By 
Example

Place health-related posters 
(nutrition, physical activity) in 
public places.

Foster a safe and 
healthy work 
environment. 

Immediate Human Resources 

Lead By 
Example

Provide the opportunity for all 
employees to receive an 
annual ergonomic evaluation 
of their work area. 

Foster a safe and 
healthy work 
environment. 

Immediate Human Resources 

Lead By 
Example

Support nursing mothers by 
providing comfortable rooms 
for expressing milk.

Foster a safe and 
healthy work 
environment. 

Immediate Human Resources 

Lead By 
Example

Provide regular, onsite health, 
wellness, and mental health 
services, including flu shots. 
Restrict the use of “Red List” 
chemical in municipal 
operations as defined by the 
Living Building Challenge.

Foster a safe and 
healthy work 
environment. 

Ongoing Human Resources

Riverside 
County 
Department of 
Public Health

39



# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Lead By 
Example

Adopt a green purchasing 
policy that gives preference to 
goods and services  that 
minimize exposure to toxic 
chemicals, prevent waste, 
reduce consumption of 
electricity, fuel, water or paper, 
conserve natural resources, 
and support sustainable 
manufacturing, fair trade, and 
the local economy.

Adopt sustainable 
practices and 
purchasing policies.

Short Human Resources, Public 
Works Department Ordinance

Lead By 
Example

Develop guidelines regarding 
purchasing and labor 
procurement with attention to 
fair labor practices.

Adopt sustainable 
practices and 
purchasing policies.

Short
Human Resources, 
Finance and Treasury 
Department

Lead By 
Example

Expand the City’s local 
preference ordinance to 
include social equity and 
environmental practices.

Adopt sustainable 
practices and 
purchasing policies.

Short
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Planning Department

Ordinance

Lead By 
Example

Form a Green Citizen Academy 
to help teach the community 
about sustainability.

Embed sustainability 
concepts and 
practices into the local 
culture through 
education, promotion, 
and community 
engagement.

Immediate

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement

Adopt Palm 
Springs 
Sustainability Plan

Lead By 
Example

Maintain a single, City 
sustainability website as a 
resource for the community.

Embed sustainability 
concepts and 
practices into the local 
culture through 
education, promotion, 
and community 
engagement.

Immediate
Information Tehcnology, 
Sustainability and 
Recycling Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Lead By 
Example

Encourage community 
members of all ages to 
participate in Palm Springs 
Neighborhood Organizations, 
community improvement 
efforts, and civic affairs.

Embed sustainability 
concepts and 
practices into the local 
culture through 
education, promotion, 
and community 
engagement.

Ongoing Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement

Lead By 
Example

Develop an engagement 
framework that moves from 
inform and consulting the 
community about planning 
and implementation efforts to 
collaborative decision making 
and empowerment.

Embed sustainability 
concepts and 
practices into the local 
culture through 
education, promotion, 
and community 
engagement.

Long 
Planning Department, 
Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement

Lead By 
Example

Continue working with the 
local network of sustainability-
related groups to share 
resources, build partnerships, 
and unify outreach efforts.

Embed sustainability 
concepts and 
practices into the local 
culture through 
education, promotion, 
and community 
engagement.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Lead By 
Example

Work with community partners 
and public and private schools 
to incorporate sustainability 
into curriculum.

Embed sustainability 
concepts and 
practices into the local 
culture through 
education, promotion, 
and community 
engagement.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Palm Springs 
Unified School 
District

Lead By 
Example

Continue implementing the 
Healthy Planet Healthy You 
program.

Embed sustainability 
concepts and 
practices into the local 
culture through 
education, promotion, 
and community 
engagement.

Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department
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# Action Objective Time Frame Responsible 
Department(s) Key Partner(s) Legislative 

Actions Needed

Lead By 
Example

Support regional efforts through 
the Coachella Valley Multiple 
Species Habitat Conservation 
Plan (CVMSHCP) to protect 
and enhance regional 
ecosystems.

Be a regional leader. Ongoing Planning Department, 
Public Works Department

Coachella 
Valley MSHCP

Lead By 
Example

Promote and participate in 
group purchasing of energy 
efficiency goods and services 
with other CVAG cities/tribes.

Be a regional leader. Ongoing

Sustainability and 
Recycling Department, 
Finance and Treasury 
Department

Coachella 
Valley 
Association of 
Governments

Lead By 
Example

Participate in the development 
and implementation of 
regional strategies to meet the 
requirements of AB 32 and SB 
375.

Be a regional leader. Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Coachella 
Valley 
Association of 
Governments

Lead By 
Example

Continue participation in the 
Desert Cities Energy 
Partnership.

Be a regional leader. Ongoing Sustainability and 
Recycling Department

Adopt Palm 
Springs 
Sustainability Plan

Lead By 
Example

Continue working with local 
jurisdictions to plan, design, 
and implementation regional 
transportation solutions. 

Be a regional leader. Ongoing
Public Works 
Department, Planning 
Department

Adopt Palm 
Springs 
Sustainability Plan
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Legacy Tree 

Program 

Legacy Tree Program 
For additional information 
on the City of Palm Springs 
Arbor Day Program and 
how you can adopt a tree 
PLEASE CONTACT: 
City of Palm Springs, Office of 

Sustainability 
3200 East Tahquitz  

Canyon Way 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 

PHONE:  
760-323-8214  

Email: michele.mician@palmspringsca.gov 

 

The Legacy  Tree 
program is an innovative 
approach that the City of 
Palm Springs is taking to 

ensure the health of our urban forest 
while honoring those special people, 
places and organizations in our 
beloved community. By donating 
$200.00 to the City’s program the 
applicant receives a beautiful 
memorial as well as the assurance 
that the tree will endure and receive 
appropriate watering through these 
times of drought.  



Legacy Tree Program 
Would you like to 
memorialize a friend or 
loved one with a living 

tree?  Want to show that you, a 
friend or your organization is an 

active, contributing member of the 
community? The City of Palm Springs has a 
tree adoption program designed with these 
purposes in mind.   
 
 
 
In these times of drought the City of Palm 
Springs is seeking funding to ensure our City’s 
trees survive. With irrigation changes that 
resulted as we stopped watering turf the need 
arose to add bubblers and ensure special 
watering be arranged for our trees to stay 
alive.  By adopting a Legacy Tree you can 
help make this happen.  
Once a tree has been dedicated it becomes a 
perfect meeting place for families or groups. 
Trees selected must be existing and within the 
boundaries of the City of Palm Springs. 
 

 

 

Who, What, Where, & When   
Any individual or organization is welcome to participate in 
the Legacy Tree Adoption Program.  

Details: The cost for tree adoption is $200.00. The funds 
from tree adoption will offset costs of changes to 
irrigation to accommodate trees during the drought and 
in perpetuity.  

Choose tree hugger, dedication stone or stake sign.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  
   STAKE SIGN 
 
 
 
 

For more information on Legacy Tree adoption contact: 
  

City of Palm Springs, Office of Sustainability 
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way 

Palm Springs, CA 92264 
Michele Mician at 760-323-8214 or  

Email: michele.mician@palmspringsca.gov 

 Legacy 

Tree  

Program 

APPLICATION 
First 

Last: 

Address: # and Street   

City/State  Zip 

Phone:   

Email:   

Preferred Tree Location:  

 

 

Please enclose the appropriate amount and make 
check payable to: 

City of Palm Springs 
With Legacy Tree Program in the Memo Line 

 
Mail or drop application to: 

City of Palm Springs Office of Sustainability Tree  
3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way 

Palm Springs, CA 92264 

Dedication:  Personalize up to 3lines 30 characters per line 
except for dedication stone allowing 2 lines only.  

Suggested $200.00 donation 

 

04/2

TREE HUGGER 

DEDICATION STONE 



Guidelines for Policy on Emerging Issues & Requests for 

Sustainability Commission Support or Endorsement: 

 

1.  Topic must relate to the City of Palm Springs or areas of CVAG/

SCAG influence. 

 

2. If a standing committee is applicable, topic will be referred to 

that group. Otherwise, the Commission may create an ad hoc 

Subcommittee to examine the issue. 

 

3. It is expected that the Subcommittee will hold a Public Study 

Session meeting to allow for interested parties to address the 

topic.  

 

4. The Subcommittee will report to the full Commission when they 

determine the work has been accomplished.  

 

                                                                   

Sustainability Commission of the City of Palm Springs, California Sustainability Commission of the City of Palm Springs, California Sustainability Commission of the City of Palm Springs, California    



 

 

 
Subcommittee Report 

 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  April 19, 2016 SUBMITTED BY:  Brett Klein   

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME: Active Transportation  SUBMITTED DATE: April 3, 2016 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  March 30, 2016 NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  

Subcommittee Meeting Goal:  

 
Plans for an Open Streets event for 2017 

Summary:   

Michele, Jeff and Brett were able to chat live and specifically discuss Cycledelic for 2016 and then the opportunity of 
staging an open streets event in 2017.  
 

• For Cycledelic 2016, we determined that there was little excitement and/or desire to stage the event this year in 
October. Partly due to the downtown site issues due to construction 

• We did determine that an Open Streets type of event could work for 2017 
 
We discussed what that might look like for dates and/or what it would entail, but ultimately the idea still seems feasible 
and so here's what we're all thinking.  We'd love your input however since an event of this size and structure will need all 
hands on deck for the planning and leg work if it is to happen at all. 
 
Michele has been able to secure a grant for $10,000.00 to put toward an Open Streets type of event, but the monies 
need to be utilized by June 30, 2017. That said, we are proposing our inaugural Cycledelic Open Streets event to be held 
on Saturday, May 6, 2017.  While this is a departure from our initial discussions about a Fall event, the timing for the 
grant funds, and that May is Bike Month nationally, seemed to move our thinking to May. 
 
The key to making this event a success as a benchmark for all things possible for biking, walking, strolling, etc, etc, will 
be to get the Tribe on board with us early and throughout.  I've asked Michele to work to get us a meeting very soon 
with their events and planning/engineering staff people.  This way we can find out early on whether or not the Tribe will 
embrace and support this one of a kind event within Section 14, and that they'll be a partner.   
 
Another key element of this type of initiative is to determine a committee to work on this project.  This would be a 
working committee and could include citizens as well, but the core group would be representatives from the key 
stakeholders list below. 
 
Proposed date: 
  

• Saturday, May 6, 2017 
 
Location: 
  

• Within Section 14: possibly between Alejo, Avenida Caballeros, Calle Encilia and Tahquitz (or other streets) 
 
Production/Sponsorships: 
  

• Jeff Hocker 
• Office of Sustainability  



 
Key Stakeholders: 
  

• Sustainability Commission 
• ATC 
• City of Palm Springs 
• Palm Springs Bike Coalition 
• Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
• Parks & Recreation 
• One-PS 
• Bureau of Tourism 
• PS Hospitality Association 
• Others? 

 
Thanks, 
Brett 
 
 
Recommendation/Request  

 
This type of event would also include a significant marketing and education component to it, and that would then be 
handled by Jeff Hocker as well.  If this type of event seems doable and warranted, then we would meet up again very 
soon to discuss it in more detail and put our collective thoughts on paper.  This would also focus our educational and 
awareness work that we'll be having Jeff take on soon. 
 
And so, please review the above and send us all your thoughts and/or suggestions on this type of event and/or how you 
might want to be involved - if at all.   
 
Resources for reading and understanding the Open Streets concept: 

• http://www.openstreetsmpls.org/ 
• http://openstreetsproject.org/  
• http://openstreetsproject.org/open-streets-models/  
• http://www.ciclavia.org/about_ciclavia 
• http://openstreetsproject.org/ciclavia/ 

 
 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION  
 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY  

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY:  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.openstreetsmpls.org/
http://openstreetsproject.org/
http://openstreetsproject.org/open-streets-models/
http://www.ciclavia.org/about_ciclavia
http://openstreetsproject.org/ciclavia/
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SUBCOMMITEE 

REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  04/19/16 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

SUBCOMMITTE NAME: Green Building / Solar (with Planning Commission liaison) SUBMITTED DATE: 04/13/16 

SUBCOMMITEE MEETING DATES:  03/17/16 and 03/31/16 NEXT SUBCOMMITEE MEETING DATE: 04/21/16 

 
Subcommittee Meeting Goals:  

1. Discuss roadmap for consideration of mandatory green building program for new construction 
2. Discuss requiring energy audits in connection with residential property sales. 
3. Plan presentation on CVAG Green Building Program for ONE-PS 

 
Summary:   

1. Subcommittee members discussed a roadmap for considering making the CVAG Green for Life Green Building 
Program mandatory for new construction. They will review the revisions to the California Green Building 
Standards adopted by the California Building Standards Commission and identify gaps between the state 
requirements and the CVAG Green for Life Green Building Program. They will then consider recommending a 
timetable for phased-in adoption of the CVAG Green for Life Green Building Program, to fill in the gaps.  
 

2. None at this time discussed requiring energy audits to be conducted at the time of a residential property 
transfer and preparing an energy audit checklist as a guideline for residential property purchasers. 
 

3. Subcommittee members discussed doing a presentation on the CVAG Green Building Program for ONE-PS. 
David Freedman is liaising with ONE-PS on their program, which will occur on April 21. 

 
Recommendation/Request  

None at this time 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION None at this time 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY None at this time 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY:  

 

None determinable at this time 

 



 

 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  April 19, 2016 SUBMITTED BY:  Joe Jackson, Thom Bettinger, Grant 
Wilson 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME:  Wellness Sub-Committee SUBMITTED DATE:  April 6, 2016 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  April 5, 2016 NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  TBD 

Subcommittee Meeting Goal:  

The Wellness Sub-committee seeks to develop policies, encourage activities, and share information which promotes 
healthy living in Palm Springs. 

Summary:   

The sub-committee met to review Action Items related to Health and Wellness from all chapters in the proposed new 
Sustainability Master Plan.  Items with a “short” or “intermediate” time frame were the focus of discussion.  Those 
that look most promising for the next two months and for 2016-17 include: 

1. Connecting with neighborhoods to have “Healthy Planet, Healthy You” events. 
2. Find a partner as co-sponsor for a health and wellness lecture series. 
3. Examine local, on-line event calendars as resources for our directory of wellness resources. 
4. Examine city policies related to health and wellness. 
5. Continue to encourage a close relationship with Parks and Recreation as a wellness partner. 

Recommendation/Request  

None at this time. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION  

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY  

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY:  
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