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DATE: 10/11/16                                          CITY OF PALM SPRINGS                                       EXPSTA11
TIME: 12:01:52                                       EXPENDITURE STATUS REPORT

SELECTION CRITERIA: orgn.fund=’138’
ACCOUNTING PERIOD:  4/17

SORTED BY: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT,1ST SUBTOTAL,2ND SUBTOTAL,ACCOUNT
TOTALED ON: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT,1ST SUBTOTAL
PAGE BREAKS ON: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT

FUND−138 SUSTAINABILITY                2ND SUBTOTAL−400 EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION
FUNCTION−10 GENERAL GOVERNMENT          
DEPARTMENT−1270 SUSTAINABILITY          
1ST SUBTOTAL−4000 PERSONNEL COSTS
                                                             PERIOD         ENCUMBRANCES     YEAR TO DATE        AVAILABLE   YTD/
ACCOUNT    − − − − − TITLE − − − − −          BUDGET      EXPENDITURES       OUTSTANDING          EXP             BALANCE     BUD

40000      REGULAR EMPLOYEES               81,110.00               .00              .00        18,290.14         62,819.86     22.55
40050      VACATION/SICK CONVERSION              .00               .00              .00           302.92           −302.92       .00
41600      PERS CONTRIBUTIONS              21,866.00               .00              .00         4,944.53         16,921.47     22.61
41620      PERS − POB                       3,822.00               .00              .00           955.50          2,866.50     25.00
41700      MEDICARE TAX                     1,176.00               .00              .00           270.93            905.07     23.04
41900      FRINGE BENEFITS                 14,444.00               .00              .00         3,418.97         11,025.03     23.67
41920      WORKERS COMPENSATION             5,484.00               .00              .00         1,371.00          4,113.00     25.00
41930      RHS HEALTH BENEFIT                 600.00               .00              .00           150.00            450.00     25.00
41940      RETIREE HEALTH BENEFIT           6,133.00               .00              .00         1,533.25          4,599.75     25.00
      TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS               134,635.00               .00              .00        31,237.24        103,397.76     23.20

42015      COMMUNICATIONS                   1,200.00            113.65              .00           371.67            828.33     30.97
42100      OFFICE SUPPLIES                  1,500.00            622.08              .00           693.23            806.77     46.22
42490      NON CAPITAL EQUIPMENT              200.00               .00              .00              .00            200.00       .00
42500      TRAVEL & TRAINING                1,000.00               .00              .00              .00          1,000.00       .00
42520      CONFERENCES                        500.00               .00              .00              .00            500.00       .00
42530      DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS             1,000.00               .00              .00           790.73            209.27     79.07
42570      PRINTING & PUBLISHING            3,500.00               .00              .00              .00          3,500.00       .00
42691      UNALLOCATED                     79,993.83               .00              .00              .00         79,993.83       .00
43200      CONTRACTUAL SERVICES            55,000.00               .00        30,000.00              .00         25,000.00     54.55
45520      ADVERTISING                      5,250.00               .00              .00           105.21          5,144.79      2.00
      TOTAL MTRLS, SUPPLIES & SVCS        149,143.83            735.73        30,000.00         1,960.84        117,182.99     21.43

49000      INSURANCE                        1,205.00               .00              .00           301.25            903.75     25.00
49010      ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES         28,733.00               .00              .00         7,183.25         21,549.75     25.00
49030      VEHICLE REPAIR/MAINT             2,140.00               .00              .00           535.00          1,605.00     25.00
49070      BENEFITS ADMIN                     415.00               .00              .00           103.75            311.25     25.00
      TOTAL SPECIAL CHARGES                32,493.00               .00              .00         8,123.25         24,369.75     25.00

58007      ABOP OPERATIONS                  2,000.00               .00              .00              .00          2,000.00       .00
58010      SUSTAINABLE MASTER PLAN          2,500.00               .00              .00              .00          2,500.00       .00
58017      STAFF & COMM TRAINING            2,000.00               .00              .00              .00          2,000.00       .00
58018      COMM INPUT & SURVEYS 4             250.00               .00              .00              .00            250.00       .00
58021      WATER EFFICIENCY PROGRAM         5,000.00               .00              .00              .00          5,000.00       .00
58024      EV GRANT COUNTY  FUNDS          35,000.00               .00              .00              .00         35,000.00       .00
58031      LAWN MOWER EXCH PROG               500.00               .00              .00              .00            500.00       .00
58032      ENERGY METER PROG                1,500.00               .00              .00              .00          1,500.00       .00
58033      BIKE/NMTP PROJECT               62,516.55               .00         5,000.00              .00         57,516.55      8.00
58039      MSRC BIKE GMATCH                65,000.00               .00        15,000.00              .00         50,000.00     23.08
58042      OUTREACH ED PROGRAMS             5,000.00               .00              .00              .00          5,000.00       .00
58043      GREEN BLDING PROGRAM            25,000.00               .00              .00              .00         25,000.00       .00
      TOTAL CAPITAL                       206,266.55               .00        20,000.00              .00        186,266.55      9.70

      TOTAL SUSTAINABILITY                522,538.38            735.73        50,000.00        41,321.33        431,217.05     17.48
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SELECTION CRITERIA: orgn.fund=’138’
ACCOUNTING PERIOD:  4/17

SORTED BY: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT,1ST SUBTOTAL,2ND SUBTOTAL,ACCOUNT
TOTALED ON: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT,1ST SUBTOTAL
PAGE BREAKS ON: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT

FUND−138 SUSTAINABILITY                 
FUNCTION−10 GENERAL GOVERNMENT          
DEPARTMENT−1270 SUSTAINABILITY          
1ST SUBTOTAL−5000 CAPITAL
                                                             PERIOD         ENCUMBRANCES     YEAR TO DATE        AVAILABLE   YTD/
ACCOUNT    − − − − − TITLE − − − − −          BUDGET      EXPENDITURES       OUTSTANDING          EXP             BALANCE     BUD

      TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT            522,538.38            735.73        50,000.00        41,321.33        431,217.05     17.48

      TOTAL SUSTAINABILITY                522,538.38            735.73        50,000.00        41,321.33        431,217.05     17.48

TOTAL REPORT                              522,538.38            735.73        50,000.00        41,321.33        431,217.05     17.48
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SELECTION CRITERIA: orgn.fund=’125’
ACCOUNTING PERIOD:  4/17

SORTED BY: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT,1ST SUBTOTAL,2ND SUBTOTAL,ACCOUNT
TOTALED ON: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT,1ST SUBTOTAL
PAGE BREAKS ON: FUND,FUNCTION,DEPARTMENT

FUND−125 RECYCLING                     2ND SUBTOTAL−400 EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION
FUNCTION−10 GENERAL GOVERNMENT          
DEPARTMENT−1280 RECYCLING               
1ST SUBTOTAL−4000 PERSONNEL COSTS
                                                             PERIOD         ENCUMBRANCES     YEAR TO DATE        AVAILABLE   YTD/
ACCOUNT    − − − − − TITLE − − − − −          BUDGET      EXPENDITURES       OUTSTANDING          EXP             BALANCE     BUD

40000      REGULAR EMPLOYEES               81,110.00               .00              .00        18,290.07         62,819.93     22.55
40050      VACATION/SICK CONVERSION              .00               .00              .00           302.91           −302.91       .00
41600      PERS CONTRIBUTIONS              21,866.00               .00              .00         4,944.49         16,921.51     22.61
41620      PERS − POB                       3,822.00               .00              .00           955.50          2,866.50     25.00
41700      MEDICARE TAX                     1,176.00               .00              .00           270.93            905.07     23.04
41900      FRINGE BENEFITS                 14,444.00               .00              .00         3,418.81         11,025.19     23.67
41920      WORKERS COMPENSATION             5,342.00               .00              .00         1,335.50          4,006.50     25.00
41930      RHS HEALTH BENEFIT                 600.00               .00              .00           150.00            450.00     25.00
41940      RETIREE HEALTH BENEFIT           6,133.00               .00              .00         1,533.25          4,599.75     25.00
      TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS               134,493.00               .00              .00        31,201.46        103,291.54     23.20

42100      OFFICE SUPPLIES                    600.00               .00              .00              .00            600.00       .00
42530      DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS             1,500.00               .00              .00              .00          1,500.00       .00
42570      PRINTING & PUBLISHING            8,000.00               .00              .00              .00          8,000.00       .00
42691      UNALLOCATED                    769,931.26               .00              .00              .00        769,931.26       .00
43200      CONTRACTUAL SERVICES            50,000.00               .00        46,165.00         3,835.00               .00    100.00
43220      CONTRACTUAL LEGAL SERVIC         1,550.00               .00              .00              .00          1,550.00       .00
      TOTAL MTRLS, SUPPLIES & SVCS        831,581.26               .00        46,165.00         3,835.00        781,581.26      6.01

49000      INSURANCE                        1,205.00               .00              .00           301.25            903.75     25.00
49010      ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES         20,651.00               .00              .00         5,162.75         15,488.25     25.00
49070      BENEFITS ADMIN                     415.00               .00              .00           103.75            311.25     25.00
      TOTAL SPECIAL CHARGES                22,271.00               .00              .00         5,567.75         16,703.25     25.00

50000      UNSCHEDULED CAPITAL PROJ         8,869.00               .00              .00              .00          8,869.00       .00
51506      PLASTIC RECYCLE PROGRAM         21,000.00               .00              .00              .00         21,000.00       .00
51530      TRASH/RECYCLE RECEPTACLE        10,000.00               .00              .00              .00         10,000.00       .00
54033      COMPUTER RECYCLING PROG         10,000.00               .00              .00              .00         10,000.00       .00
54038      HOUSEHOLD WASTE PROGRAM         24,000.00               .00         4,714.64              .00         19,285.36     19.64
      TOTAL CAPITAL                        73,869.00               .00         4,714.64              .00         69,154.36      6.38

      TOTAL RECYCLING                   1,062,214.26               .00        50,879.64        40,604.21        970,730.41      8.61

      TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT          1,062,214.26               .00        50,879.64        40,604.21        970,730.41      8.61

      TOTAL RECYCLING                   1,062,214.26               .00        50,879.64        40,604.21        970,730.41      8.61

TOTAL REPORT                            1,062,214.26               .00        50,879.64        40,604.21        970,730.41      8.61



SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 
Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Jackson called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Commissioner Futterman    
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.   
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Chair Jackson. He asked if item G.1. should be 
removed and the information be a part of the Green Building/Solar subcommittee report. Commissioner 
Freedman stated that he will present the information at G.1. and have no subcommittee report. A motion to 
approve as presented by Commissioner Freedman and seconded by Commissioner Otto and unanimously 
carried. 
 
       Present FY 2015/2016  FY 2015/2016 

  This Meeting    to Date Excused Absences Unexcused Absences                     
Joe Jackson X 39          
Grant Wilson X 41  1     
Roy Clark X 2 
Nancy Ferguson X 12 1 
David Freedman X 14   
Jennifer Futterman X 3 
Robert McCann E 5 1 
Nate Otto X  21 2  
 
X = Present  E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
L = Late U = did not notify of absence 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Dan DeGarmo, Clerical Assistant 
 Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator 
Additional City Staff Present:  David Ready, City Manager 
   Marcus Fuller, Assistant City Manager/City Engineer 
   Staci Schafer, Director of Maintenance and Facilities 
   Jim Zicarro, Director of Building and Safety 
 
CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER REPORT –  
City Manager Ready reported that the City is in a transitional period as Manager Mician has resigned. He also 
stated that the City is in the process of recruiting for a new Sustainability Manager. He would like to get a 
sense of what issues are important to commission, focusing on the budget to get resources for programs that 
are important. The City is going forward with recruitment of a Sustainability Manager. Also, as the Commission 
speaks through its votes, it is important to be clear on what is in master plan, and what priorities to move to the 
Council Agenda. Marcus Fuller is to be the contact until we get new leadership in a management position. 
Michele Mician is interested in a consultant basis in the interim. Directors Schafer and Zicarro can also be a 
resource. Ready also mentioned that the Leaf blower issue is important to council and asked that the 
recommendations be sent back to council as soon as possible.  
Chair Jackson stated that the take away from this is that a new sustainability manager will be hired.  
Ready stated that it is a possibility, the dynamics being that the appropriate leadership be obtained as they 
relate to the budget. Dynamics have changed, sharing responsibilities with other departments. There is a need 
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for an individual in this capacity but may share budget with other departments 
David Ready stated that it may be possible that Recycling funds may be used and is working with the City 
Attorney to see how or if the funds can be used. He requested that he come back at the next meeting with a 
discussion on the budget.  
 
Public Comments: 
 
Paul Hendrickson, Palm Springs, spoke on supporting a smoking ban in the business areas of town and the 
effects of second hand smoke.  
Robert Heinbaugh, Palm Springs, spoke on supporting a smoking ban and the development of a clean air 
ordinance.  
 
 
A.  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS                    

1. Introduction of Linden Conrad, Student representative from Palm Springs High School – Chair 
Jackson introduced Linden Conrad, a senior at Palm Springs High School.  

i. Milkweed Meadow Project with Neighborhoods – Linden reported on the Milkweed Meadow 
Project intended to help on the migration of the Monarch Butterfly.  

 Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed.  
Chair Jackson introduced ONE-PS Chair Lisa Middleton and Lisa Cobrin, Chair of Ecology Committee 
so that Linden could contact them for help in working with this project.  

  
B. PRESENTATIONS   

1. Chris Cunningham, from PSDS presented on California AB341 multi-family recycling requirements 
and the efforts and difficulties PSDS has with educating HOA’s on the ordinance. Palm Springs is 
about 85% compliant with mostly the smaller HOA and condominiums being non-compliant.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 

2. Ellie Perry, LA Programs Executive with Earth Watch Institute, presented on the Urban Resiliency 
program and our urban forest. Providing information on being a citizen scientist through the Urban 
Resiliency Program by looking at the science of the issue, being able to affect local policy, and 
engagement of community. Ms Perry asked that the Commission help spread the word of this 
program.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed.   

3. Megan Goehring, Manager of the Certified Farmer’s Market presented a request for funding for the 
Farmer’s Market, Cultural Center Sustainable Film Series focusing on two Recycling films.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. Discussion also 
ensued on whether or not films should continue at the Pavilion and that the consensus was that the 
films only be shown at the Camelot from December through April.   

 
C. MEETING MINUTES            

1. May 17, 2016 Minutes – Motion to approve by Commissioner Freedman, second by Vice-Chair 
Wilson, approved by majority vote with Commissioners Ferguson, Clark, and Futterman abstaining.   

2. June 23, 2016 Meeting Minutes – City Council Minutes, no approval required.  
3. July 19, 2016 Meeting Minutes – Motion to approve by Commissioner Clark and second by 

Commissioner Otto, unanimously approved.  
 

D. PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT        
 Parks and Recreation Liaison  

1. Report on meeting of Organic Pesticide and Integrated Pest Management Subcommittee 
Commissioner Ferguson stated that the Parks and Recreation Commission has not yet met, so 
there is no new information to report. 

 
E. RECYCLING REPORT, Gary Calhoun                   

1. Gary Calhoun reported on the October 15, 2016 Shredding Event at City Hall and the City Wide 
Clean-up.  

2. Gary Calhoun reported on Multi-family recycling and Condominium Recycling efforts and the costs 
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involved in contaminated debris that is thrown into the bins. He also requested a show of hands on 
who would be interested in touring the Material Recovery Facility (MRF) with possible dates for a 
tour.   

3. Construction and Demolition Debris Ordinance background information was presented by Gary with 
comments on what is new and ideas on moving forward for the City with recommendations for the 
City Council. Director Zicarro expounded on what is currently on the Building code and what to 
expect if change are made to the code. Assistant City Manager stated that even though building 
permits have increased, the hauling fees have not, indicating that builders are either self-hauling or 
using haulers that are not approved/franchised by the City. 
Comments and questions on the above from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 

 
F. SUSTAINABILITY REPORT,                        

1. Moving the Office to Demuth Park Community Center and New Center for Sustainability  
Assistant City Manager Fuller reported on the move to Demuth stating that with the resignation of 
Manager Mician the City Manager’s Office is re-evaluating what the next steps will be and that at 
this time the Sustainability administrative functions will be handled by Daniel DeGarmo who is now 
located in the Facilities Department with Director of Facilities and Maintenance Staci Schafer.  

2. Discuss Leaf Blower Ordinance Study Session Dates 
Chair Jackson reported on the status of the Leaf Blower Study Session with possible dates in 
October 2016. City staff will create a draft ordinance for review and approval. 

3. Composting Programs Update  
Recycling Coordinator Calhoun and Assistant City Manager Fuller stated that the program is being 
updated for internal processing and finalization.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
 

G. OLD BUSINESS                      
1. Review of Solar Ordinance and City Council comments 

Commissioner Freedman reported on the incentive programs available in California and the need 
for a study session to be held with the Planning Commission on the cost effectiveness of solar 
mandates and a possible solar ordinance for the City of Palm Springs.  
Planning Commissioner Middleton stated that she hopes that the Planning Commission will endorse 
a joint study session that will produce a proposal that will be endorsed by both the Planning 
Commission and the Sustainability Commission to be presented to the City Council.  
Director Zicarro stated that the Building Department will be going to Council in November for the 
adoption of the 2016 Building Code changes that are mandated by the State.   

2. Six Goals and Policy Recommendations 
Chair Jackson reported that City Manager Ready has requested that the Commission come up with 
a list of priorities that the Commission would like to send to the City Council.  

 
H. NEW BUSINESS                       

1.   Discussion of Film Series Funding using recycling funds  
Chair Jackson requested staff if there is enough funds in the Recycling account for a $700.00 
donation to the Farmers Market Film Series. Assistant City Manager Fuller assured him that there 
was. Chair Jackson passed the Chair to Vice Chair Wilson and then motioned that the Commission 
sponsor two sustainability films for the Farmers Market Film Series at a cost of $700.00 to the Palm 
Springs Cultural Center. Commissioner Clark seconded the motion.   
Commissioner Otto asked if there was a way to tie in the film series with a marketing effort on the 
recycling bins.  
Comments and questions on the above from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
Commissioner Otto requested to amend the motion to include the recycling bin with the film series. 
Commissioner Jackson declined to amend the motion wanting to keep the issues separate. He 
suggested that a substitute motion be made instead. 
Commissioner Ferguson asked if the Commission could give more money to the Film Series.  
Megan Goehring gave more information on the funding of films for the Film Series. 
Vice Chair Wilson recommended that the Outreach Subcommittee work on a marketing effort for 
the Film Series.  
Comments and questions on the above from the commissioners were presented and discussed.  
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Original motion carried unanimously.  
2. Discuss adoption timeline and impact of Construction and Demolition Ordinance  

Assistant City Manager Fuller stated that this topic is on the agenda so that the Commission can 
start to evaluate if this is a priority and that a subcommittee be formed on the topic. Chair Jackson 
stated that the topic could fit in the Waste subcommittee.  

3. Assign a Subcommittee on Affordable Housing  
Commissioner Ferguson to look at the topic and submit a report next month.  

  
I. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS                               

1. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Freedman 
Commissioner Freedman reported on DWA policy on over-seeding, water conservation and 
violations and Turf Rebate program. Also DWA is in the process of implementing a new rate 
program. 

2. Outreach Subcommittee, Commissioner Futterman 
Commissioner Clark reported that the committee will be speaking with Megan Goehring on the film 
festival. 

3. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Commissioners Otto and Freedman – No Report  
4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Commissioner McCann – No Report 
5. Wellness Subcommittee, Chair Jackson – No Report 
6. Active Transportation Subcommittee, Commissioner Ferguson reported Brett Klein and Vic Yepello 

have resigned from the subcommittee. She also reported the subcommittee discussed priorities and 
that a focus on education and awareness be available to the community. The “Vision Palm Springs” 
event has been tabled due to lack of interest from the Tribe.  
Commissioner Ferguson also stated that a meeting with the City Manager and City Engineer was 
held and that the outcome was that the Commission prepare a priority list of a few specific goals 
that can be achieved over the next year or two. 

 
J. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  

Chair Jackson requested information on who to email. Assistant City Manager Fuller stated that emails 
can be sent to him but if it is time sensitive to call him. He also requested that the Commissioners 
submit a list of priorities for the Council to consider. 
Commissioner Freedman reported that a study session on a smoking ban will be held on Monday 
October 10th at City Hall, 11-1.  
Vice Chair Wilson asked about the six goals on the poster. Chair Jackson stated that the poster was 
only as a reminder and that the list is not set in stone, What goes to council is what the Commission 
votes on.                      

 
K.  ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 8:12 PM by a motion from 

Vice Chair Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Freedman. Unanimously approved. They adjourned to 
the Regular Meeting to be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 18, 2016 in the City Hall Large 
Conference Room. The Sustainability Commission’s regular meeting schedule is at 5 p.m. the third 
Tuesday each month except August unless otherwise noted or amended.  

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Office of Sustainabiltiy 



FREEFREEFREE   Electronic Waste & Electronic Waste & Electronic Waste & 
Shredding Shredding Shredding RECYCLINGRECYCLINGRECYCLING   EVENTEVENTEVENT     
Saturday, October 15, 2016Saturday, October 15, 2016  

 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. (or until trucks are full) 
Located at Palm Springs City Hall Parking LotLocated at Palm Springs City Hall Parking Lot  

3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92262   
 

For more information: 760-323-8214 or 760-323-8248 
Limit three normal size file containers of shredding per vehicle, per day. 
Size of container should be no larger than 9” X 13” X 17”. Recycling 
available on a first come, first served basis or until trucks are full.  

Protect Yourself Against Identity Theft - Protect 
yourself and destroy unneeded documents containing 
confidential information at the City’s free document 
shredding event. 

Electronic Equipment - All electronic equipment received at the          
event is dismantled and recycled. Any information stored on hard       
drives or cell phones is destroyed during                                                  
the processing. 

 What Can You Bring? 
 Computers & Monitors  
 Microwaves and small appliances 
 Keyboards, Printers &Televisions 
 Cell Phones & Fax Machines 
 Batteries sizes AAA, AA, C, D,  
      button cell, 9 Volt, 
 Any rechargeable batteries. 
  
Items Not Accepted 

 NO TiresNO Tires    
 NO Household Hazardous Waste NO Household Hazardous Waste   
 NO Large Household AppliancesNO Large Household Appliances  
 NO TrashNO Trash  
 NO Car BatteriesNO Car Batteries  
 NO Air Conditioning or Heating UnitsNO Air Conditioning or Heating Units  



 
The City of Palm Springs Office of Sustainability offers FREEFREE Sharps Containers and 
assistance in safely disposing of Medicines. Palm Springs Residents can pick up  FREE 
Sharps  Containers and Drop off Medicines at City Hall at 3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way 
or at the Palm Springs Fire Department at 300 El Cielo Rd, Palm Springs, CA 92262.  
 

PLEASE ONLY DROP OFF SHARPS CONTAINERS @ 1100 VELLA ROAD.  
Saturdays from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 
24-HOUR ELECTRONIC  WASTE DROP-OFF IS AVAILABLE AT  

425 CIVIC DRIVE IN PALM SPRINGS 
Properly dispose of anything with a plug at this location! Questions?  
Gary Calhoun, Recycling Resource Consultant 760-574-2582 
Or 760-323-8214 or www.yoursustainablecity.com 

Palm Springs Disposal Services CityPalm Springs Disposal Services City--Wide CleanWide Clean--up Eventup Event  
October 17October 17--  22, 201622, 2016  

  
A week-long cleanup event is provided to Palm Springs residents and is held twice a year 
in April and October. Help clean up your community and get rid of extra 

household waste, bulky items, motor oil and more.  
 

Call 760-327-1351 for information or visit www.Palmspringsdisposal.com  



Palm Springs City Hall 
Council Chambers 

3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way  
Palm Springs, CA 92264 

 
 

October 24, 2016 
5:00 PM 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 

www.palmsprings-ca.gov  www.yoursustainablecity.com 
 
     SPECIAL STUDY SESSION  
         MEETING AGENDA 

 

 
Staff representatives: Staci Schafer, Director of Maintenance and Facilities, Dan DeGarmo, Clerical Assistant  
   Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator  
                                             
City of Palm Springs Vision Statement: Palm Springs aspires to be a unique world-class desert community, where 
residents and visitors enjoy our high quality of life and a relaxing experience. We desire to balance our cultural and 
historical resources with responsible, sustainable economic growth and enhance our natural desert beauty. We are 
committed to providing responsive, friendly, and efficient customer service in an environment that fosters unity among all 
our citizens.  
 
Please MUTE OR TURN OFF all audible electronic devices for the duration of this meeting.  Thank you! 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
FLAG SALUTE 
ROLL CALL 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA / POSTING  
PRESENTATION BY SUB-COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORT 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  This time is for members of the public to address the Sustainability Commission on Agenda 
items and items of general interest within the subject matter within jurisdiction of the City.  The Commission values your 
comments but, pursuant to the Brown Act, cannot take action on items not listed on the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes 
for each speaker.  
 
ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourns to the Regular Meeting to be held 
at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 15, 2016 in the City Hall Large Conference Room. The Sustainability 
Commission’s regular meeting schedule is at 5 p.m. the third Tuesday each month except August unless 
otherwise noted or amended.  
 
THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND - It is the intention of the City of Palm Springs to comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects. If, as an attendee or a participant at this meeting, you need special assistance 
beyond what is normally provided, the City will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner.  Please contact 
the Office of the City Clerk at (760) 323-8204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to inform us of your needs and to 
determine if accommodation is feasible. Please advise us at that time if you need accommodations to attend or participate 
in meetings regularly.  If additional information is needed, please contact the Office of Sustainability at (760)323-8214.  
 
Pursuant to G.C. Section 54957.5(b) (2) the designated office for inspection of records in connection with the meeting is 
Office of Sustainability, City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92264.  Complete Agenda Packets 
are available for public inspection at: City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92264.    If you would 
like additional information on any item appearing on this agenda, please contact Office of Sustainability at 760-323-8248. 
 
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING: I, Staci Schafer, Director of Maintenance & Facilities of the City of Palm Springs, California, 
certify this Agenda was posted at or before 6:00 p.m. on October 20, 2016, as required by established policies and 
procedures.      
        Staci Schafer, Director of Maintenance and Facilities  

COMMISSIONERS 
Joe Jackson- Chair Grant Wilson, Vice Chair 

Roy Clark David Freedman 
Nancy Ferguson Robert McCann 

Jennifer Futterman Nate Otto 

http://www.palmsprings-ca.gov/
http://www.yoursustainablecity.com/


   City of Palms Springs  
Sustainability Commission – October 24, 2016 

 

Proposed Leaf Blower 
Ordinance Information for the 
City of Palm Springs 

Study Session 

Introducing: 



Leafblower Strategy 

Improving the quality of life in our Sustainable City             

              
Current Impact 

and Need to 
Change 

        
              Education and 

alternatives 

        
              Future 

Proposal 
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 They pollute the air - A single gas-powered 
leaf blower can emit as much pollution in a year 
as 80 cars. 
 

 They're noisy -  A normal decibel level, 
considered acceptable in residential areas, is 
about 55 to 60 decibels (60dB). Every increase 
in decibels means noise that is 10 times louder. 
Leaf blowers usually generate about 70-75 dB.  
 

 They worsen allergies and asthma and 
irritate the lungs - Because they operate at 
such high velocities, leaf blowers stir up the 
mold, allergens, and dust particles that 
otherwise have been tamped down with rain 
and decomposition. 
 

 They waste gas – Rakes and push brooms 
offer a petroleum-free alternative; electric leaf 
blowers offer intermediate alternative 
 

What’s wrong with leaf blowers 
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 Produce as much Particulate Matter 
as a 1999-2000 model car driven for 
49 hours at 30 miles per hour (1,470 
miles)  
 

 Produce as much Carbon Monoxide 
as a drive driven for 26 hours (780 
miles)  
 

 Produce Hydrocarbons as a car 
driven for 510 hours (15,300 miles) 
 
 

Source:   California Air Resources Board, "A Report to the California 
Legislature on the Potential Health and Environmental Impacts of Leaf 
Blowers," 

Pollutants Emitted 
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Summary of California Cities that have Leafblower Ban Ordinances 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leaf Blower Ban in California Cities 

Ban Provisions Ban on all Leaf 
blowers 

(Gas & Electric) 

Ban on Gas- Powered 
Leaf blowers 

Ban during Time 
Restrictions 

Percentage  11% 47% 40% 

Source:  2011 Consumer Report; Based on 55 California cities 

Leaf blowers have an impact on Greenhouse Gas Emissions; currently  
contribute to emissions (statewide) in the following ways:  
Hydrocarbons (reactive): 4.2 tons per day  
Carbon Monoxide (CO): 9.8 tons per day  
Fine Particulate Matter: 0.02 tons per day 
(Source:  California Environmental Protection Agency/Air Resources Board) 
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 Indian Wells (1990):  “Leaf blowers shall be prohibited in all zones within the City except: (i) 

individual property occupants may operate a single electrically powered leaf blower with use 
confined to his/her property; (ii) golf course operators may operate gasoline powered leaf 
blowers during the month of September 15th through December 1st of each year.   

 Hermosa Beach:  It is unlawful to use within the city limits or cause to be used electrical or 
gasoline powered backpack/leaf blower. Such as commonly used by gardeners, landscapers 
and other persons 

 Beverly Hills (1976):  It shall be unlawful for any person within the City to use or operate any 
portable machine powered with a gasoline engine used to blow leaves, dirt, and other debris 
off sidewalks, driveways, lawns, and other surfaces.  

 

 

 
 
 

Leaf Blower Use:  Other Cities 



              

            

        
              
        Proposed Strategy and 

Impact 

Study Impact, Outreach Education, Implementation Challenges  
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Rakes 
 

 Brooms 
 

Outdoor Vacuum 
 

 Electric powered  
 leaf blowers 

What are the Alternatives ? 
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 Educate residents and contractors (and their workers) regarding the hazards and 
impact of leafblower utilization  

a. Impact on environment  

 

b. Impact on Leaf blower workers and compliance with OSHA requirements  

 

c. Impact on health and well being of the workers, residents and surrounding 
community 

 

d. Possibly create a “buy-back” or a “discount coupon” program to offer residents 
and others encouraging the trade in gasoline leaf blowers for a commercial 
grade push brooms and dust pans and electric powered leaf blowers.    

 

 
 
 

Strategy:  Leaf blower Impact 
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 Based on feedback from the study session develop a ordinance which safeguards the health 
and wellbeing of all citizens in the City of Palm Springs.  

 Determine if additional study sessions and information is necessary in order to proceed with 
the ordinance.  

 

 Consider and confirm impact on City, including residents, businesses and workers; conduct 
impact study if needed 

 

 Be aware of potential impact and ramifications to City of Palm Springs 

  

 Dedicate time and resources to community outreach education,  

 

 Propose city ordinance and key elements and recommendations to the City Council; 
determine/confirm timeline  

 

 Develop implementation roll-out plan including educational outreach components and phase in 
approach 

 

 
 
 

Next Steps 



Commissioner Freedman 
Adopt single-family homes solar mandate for new construction and major retrofits
Adopt mandatory Green for Life Program once CVAG updates it to reflect 2016 building codes
Adopt integrated pest management program for city facilities
Adopt gas-powered leaf blower ban
Work with Planning Commission on sustainability components of General Plan update (e.g., bike lanes, walkability)

Commissioner Wilson (Vice Chair) 
Pedestrian/Walkability Plan 

Commissioner Ferguson 
Public Outreach and Education regarding our bike lanes:
PSAs on television and radio
Print ads in various local papers such as the Desert Sun and CV Independent
Handouts/flyers/brochures
Digital ads
Leave behinds at hotels

Commissioners McCann and Clark 
Reduce contamination in multi-family recycle bins from mixing of recyclable materials and non-recyclable solid waste materials.
Encourage new construction to increase construction and demolition waste recycle rate to 60% of total waste generated.
Develop and implement program to educate residential customers about residential (backyard) composting opportunities
Promote Recyclable packaging for restaurant take-out food to achieve goal of 100% recyclable packaging.
Promote restaurant and supermarket participation in food-sharing programs

Commissioner Jackson (Chair) 
MOST IMPORTANT- Develop a Pedestrian Plan to be included as a General Plan Amendment or update to the General Plan.
Complete the Leaf Blower study process
Continue work on the Construction and Debris Ordinance as requested by staff
Continue to work with Palm Springs Disposal and Gary Calhoun for improved Multi-family recycling
Prioritize additional streets to have a complete bike route system throughout Palm Springs, as initially visioned by the Active 
Transportation Sub-committee.

Sustainability Commission Priority List For FY 2016-17 October 2016



 

 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  10/18/16 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME: Green Building / Solar (with Planning Commission liaison) SUBMITTED DATE: 10/11/16 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  10/06/16 NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE: 
10/25/16 

 
Subcommittee Meeting Goals:  

Meet with CVAG representatives to discuss costs and incentives for mandatory solar program for new 
construction and major renovations and plans for upcoming joint study session. 

 
Summary:   

Subcommittee members met with CVAG Director of Environmental Resources Katie Barrows and her 
colleague Benjamin Druyon to discuss costs and incentives for a mandatory solar program for new 
construction and major renovations applicable to residential buildings and plans for an upcoming joint 
study session of the Sustainability and Planning Commissions on this issue. The CVAG representatives 
expressed interest in the subcommittee’s work and indicated that they would participate in the study 
session. 

In addition to the meeting with CVAG, subcommittee members have been reaching out to potential 
speakers at the joint study session. So far, we have positive expressions of interest from the following 
organizations: 

California Energy Commission 

City of Santa Monica (which adopted a solar ordinance this past spring) 

Climate Action PS (Ellen Lockhert)  

GRID Alternatives (administrator of the Single Affordable Solar Homes program) 

SCE 

Ygrene (PACE loan provider) 
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We are also contacting representatives of the building / development community to make sure their 
views are included. 

The Energy Commission will not be able to send someone to the study session to present on their New 
Solar Homes Partnership (NSHP), which we referred to in our report. However, they will be having a 
workshop in early November to present the new edition of the NSHP Guidebook, which will likely 
discuss changes to the incentive levels and affordable housing requirements we mentioned in our 
report. We are working with the Energy Commission staff to have them prepare either a short stand-
alone presentation on the NSHP or alternatively excerpts from the workshop that we could show 
during the study session. As a result, it would be better to have the study session in the second half of 
November, so we have the latest information from the Energy Commission.   

 
Recommendation/Request  

 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION Consider recommended solar ordinance once 
presented and discussed. 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Arrange meetings with the relevant City staff; 
schedule study session with stakeholders, 
Planning Commission and City Council 
Sustainability Subcommittee (Mayor Moon, 
Councilmember Kors). 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY:  

 

None determinable at this time. 

 



 

 

 
Subcommittee Report 

 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE: Oct 18, 2016 SUBMITTED BY:  Robert McCann 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME: Waste Reduction SUBMITTED DATE: October 12, 2016 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  N/A NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE: N/A 

Subcommittee Goal:  

Divert 90.1% of Solid Waste by 2020. 
 

Summary:   

 
• July 21: Subcommittee Chair Robert McCann met with former City employee Michele Mician to review Section 9 

(Solid Waste and Recycling) of the Sustainability Plan and brainstorm on additional areas for potential recycling 
projects. Three additional candidates were identified: 

o Tennis balls 
o Golf balls 
o Mercury-containing thermostats 

• October 3: Waste Subcommittee members Robert McCann and Roy Clark met to identify and begin the process 
of prioritizing Sustainability Plan elements for Waste Reduction Subcommittee action. 

o Reduce contamination in multi-family recycle bins from mixing of recyclable materials and non-
recyclable solid waste materials. 
 Proposal: Provide household (blue) recycle bins to encourage residents to sort their waste 

before taking it to communal bins. 
o Encourage new construction to increase construction and demolition waste recycle rate to 60% of total 

waste generated. 
 Action: Review DHS program 
 Explore whether compliance will require City Ordinance  

o Develop and implement program to educate residential customers about residential (backyard) 
composting opportunities 

o Promote Recyclable packaging for restaurant take-out food to achieve goal of 100% recyclable 
packaging. 

o  Promote restaurant and supermarket participation in food-sharing programs 
• October 10: Subcommittee members Robert McCann and Roy Clark met with Chris Cunningham, Vice President, 

Palm Springs Disposal Services, to discuss joint programs and initiatives 
o Multi-family Complexes (MFC’s): 

 Chris emphasized that, in addition to possibly providing individual blue recycle bins to individual 
units, education is important to reduce contamination in MFC recycle bins. Chris is going to look 
into whether other municipalities have implemented education programs. 

 In addition, Chris brought to our attention the fact that several MFC’s within the City have no 
recycle pick-up at all, and are thus out of compliance with AB341, the state's mandate for multi-
family recycling.  He solicited our help in bringing existing multi-family complexes into 
compliance by, first, contacting the HOA Presidents of the non-compliant complexes and having 
face-to-face meetings with them. 



 Chris informed Subcommittee members of AB 1826, which 
 

“would, commencing April 1, 2016, require a business that generates a specified amount of organic waste per week to 
arrange for recycling services for that organic waste in a specified manner. The bill would decrease the amount of 
organic waste under which a business would be subject to those requirements from 8 cubic yards or more to 4 cubic 
yards or more on January 1, 2017. The bill would also require a business that generates 4 cubic yards or more of 
commercial solid waste per week, on and after January 1, 2019, to arrange for organic waste recycling services and, if 
the department makes a specified determination, would decrease that amount to 2 cubic yards, on or after January 1, 
2020.” 
 
While only the largest commercial establishments are currently under this requirement, many more business will 
become subject to this requirement in January, 2017, and many more in January 2019. 
 

• Action item: Committee members Robert McCann and Roy Clark will set up meeting with local 
restaurant owner Tara Lazar to get her (owner’s) perspective on AB 1826 and issues with compliance. 

 
• Chris is waiting for feedback from Subcommittee members on the number of people who would like to 

take a bus tour of PSDS’s Material Recovery Facility (MRF) sometime later this fall. We also discussed the 
possibility of a follow up tour of the Edom Hill Road Landfill and Lambs Canyon Landfill facilities. 
Committee members will discuss these options at next week’s meeting to gauge interest and numbers. 

 
• Chris reminded us that the Edom Hill landfill facility is now full and serves only as a transfer station, and 

the Lambs Canyon landfill facility will be full in less than 20 years. He alerted us to the existence of new 
“closed-loop” recycle systems that convert all carbon-based waste to electric power. Committee 
members will research these systems to report to the Commission and to Council. 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation/Request  

The next step for the subcommittee is to prioritize these identified areas of interest and downselect to a set 
commensurate with current Sustainability Commission resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION Help determine numbers of individuals who are interested 
in participating in bus tour of MRF and landfill sites. 
 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY None at this time. 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY:  
 
 
 
 
 

Funding to purchase and place household blue recycle bins 
in MFC’s. 

 



 

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE: 10/18/16 SUBMITTED BY:  Nancy Ferguson 

SUBCOMMITTE NAME: Active Transportation Committee SUBMITTED DATE: 10/16/16 

SUBCOMMITEE MEETING DATE:  October 13, 2016 NEXT SUBCOMMITEE MEETING DATE: TBD 

Subcommittee Meeting Goal:  

1)  Review priorities for an Education Program for pedestrian and bicycle safety with Daniel DeGarmo 

Summary:   

1) Meeting on Education Program 
a. Reviewed subcommittee goals for public education and outreach regarding the new bicycle and 

pedestrian infrastructure that the City has installed to date.   
b. Year round residents have watched this all unfold and have inquired about what these are, and their 

purpose and function.  
c. See attached meeting minutes for details. 

 
Recommendation/Request  

1. Meet with City Manager to discuss funding constraints. 
2. Meet with Public Outreach Subcommittee to set goals. 
3. Meet with MJOC Transportation subcommittee periodically to prioritize projects. 

 
ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION See recommendations 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY Determine the amount of money in the Sustainability 
budget for outreach  

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY:  To be determined 

 



SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

 
 
Meeting: 
 

Active Transportation Committee and Health and Wellness Committee  

Meeting 
Date: 
 
Writeup: 
 

 
November 2, 2015 
 
November 3, 2015 

Attendees: Michele Mician Vic Yepello 
Jeff Hocker  Joe Jackson 
Brett Klein  Nancy Ferguson 

Subject: Meeting Notes on Public Education and Outreach Regarding New Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Safety Infrastructure 

 
The purpose of the meeting was to brainstorm ideas for public education and outreach 
regarding the new bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure that the City has installed over the past 
year.  Year round residents have watched this all unfold and have inquired about what these 
are, and their purpose and function.  
 
The ATC and HWC requested a meeting with Michele and Jeff in order to identify opportunities 
for public outreach, and the type of outreach that would be most effective. 
 
Who is interested in getting the word out? 

• Active Transportation Committee 
• Health and Wellness Committee 
• Measure J Hot Spots Committee 
• Palm Springs Police Department 
• Neighborhood Groups 

 
Outlets for information include: 

• Public Service Announcements on television and radio stations as well as in the theaters 
• Articles in the Desert Sun, either periodic Valley Voice pieces, or engaging one of the 

reporters to provide space in his/her column 
• Web ads 
• Brochures, Flyers, handouts 
• Create a blog on the Healthy Planet/Healthy You Website 

 
Content of the PSA, Brochure, Article, Etc. 

• Formulate short descriptions of the infrastructure that has been installed – new bike 
lanes, sharrows, fix-it stations, signage, pedestrian crosswalks, etc. 

• Identify top ten questions and provide answers 
• Bicycle Safety – bicycle/auto interaction 



Active Transportation/Health and Wellness Committees 
Public Education/Public Outreach Meeting  
November 3, 2015 
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• Pedestrian Safety – pedestrian/auto interaction, pedestrian/bicycle interaction 
• Cyclists – how to use the lanes, how to maneuver in and out 

 
Deliverables 
There should be five deliverables or outlets for public outreach 

• Handouts/flyers/brochures 
• Digital ads 
• Print ads in various local papers such as the Desert Sun and CV ? 
• Leave behinds at hotels 
• PSAs on television and radio 

 
Who can help? 

• Local media outlets 
• Palm Springs High School digital media students 
• Palm Springs Police Department 
• Neighborhood Groups 
 

Where to start/Action Items? 
• Approach Desert Sun and other local papers and provide content related to bicycle and 

pedestrian safety, new infrastructure, etc.  
• Create a digital mascot that appears in all of our content 
• Write a Valley Voice piece or other op ed article 
• Find a graphic artist to help create the deliverables 
• Identify people in different age cohorts that can reach out and provide information 
• Get a banner for Street re promoting biking and open streets event 
• 2 sided flyer to be done LTR size with Spanish 
• Mascot created digitally 
• Hotel participation in event 
• Flyer to all schools 
• Get Brighthaus to help with marketing 
• WORK OUT A SCHEDULE FOR ACTION ITEMS TO BE IMPLEMENTED 

 
Cycledelic 

• Next event will be in October 2016 and will likely be an afternoon/early evening event 
• Start planning the route now  
• Coordinate with Jasmine on a date and route 
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