




 

 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  04/18/17 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME: Green Building SUBMITTED DATE: 04/03/17 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  03/23/17 NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE: 04/20/17 

 
Subcommittee Meeting Goals:  

• Discuss the process for Zero Net Energy (ZNE) implementation and how the Commission could 
assist local developers to prepare for the Jan. 1, 2020, effective date.  

• Discuss Subcommittee work plan for the remainder of FY 16-17. 

 
Summary:   

Subcommittee members met to discuss the process for ZNE implementation and how the Commission 
could assist local developers, general contractors and architects to prepare for the Jan. 1, 2020, 
effective date of the California Green Building Standards Code, as well as the Subcommittee work plan 
for the remainder of FY 16-17. 

Subcommittee members expressed their view that the Commission could serve as an information 
resource on ZNE and suggested that the Commission cosponsor a half-day seminar on ZNE 
implementation in the fall of 2017 or early 2018, focusing on the following elements: 

• What are the core ZNE requirements? 
• What do I need to do to educate myself about ZNE? 
• What ZNE measures can I do now? 

 
Possible cosponsors for the seminar would be ACBCI, Chambers of Commerce, CVAG, Desert Builders 
Association, Desert Valleys Builders Association, Palm Desert and US Green Building Council (USGBC).  
To increase attendance from throughout the Coachella Valley, the seminar could be held at a mid-
valley location.  Possible speakers include local architects who have already incorporated ZNE in their 
buildings, a representative of USGBC and a mechanical engineer. 
 
Commission members also discussed the Commission organizing a presentation on interior green 
buildings techniques to be held in Palm Springs during Modernism Week 2018, with a presentation by 
interior designers who have used green buildings techniques. A possible cosponsor of this event 
would be the Palm Springs chapter of the American Society of Interior Designers. 
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Recommendation/Request:  

Move forward with contacting stakeholders about cosponsoring and speaking at the seminars. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION Provide feedback on topics, format and feasibility 
of proposed seminars.  Work with Commissioner 
Futterman on outreach. 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Determine whether the City can cosponsor an 
event that is not located in Palm Springs. Provide 
feedback on costs. Assist in outreach measures 
once seminars are confirmed. 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: There may be some costs associated with the 
seminars, which would be part of the 
Commission’s FY17-18 outreach budget. The 
Subcommittee will work to identify these costs. 

 



 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  04/18/17 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

COMMITTEE NAME: Standing Committee on Solar Mandate SUBMITTED DATE: 04/13/17 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  04/13/17 NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: TBD 

 
Subcommittee Meeting Goals:  

Meet with the Director of Planning Services to review cost-effectiveness study and prepare for 
Planning Commission meeting on proposed solar ordinance. 

 
Summary:   

The proposed solar ordinance is expected to come back before the Planning Commission at its 
meeting on April 26, 2017. To prepare for that meeting, Committee members met with Director of 
Planning Services to review the cost effectiveness study that was prepared by EcoMotion, who also 
prepared the Santa Monica cost effectiveness study. The study affirms that solar PV systems will be 
cost-effective for the residential sector in Palm Springs. Commissioner Freedman will contact SCE to 
confirm certain information in the study about SCE’s rates. 

Committee members also reviewed the draft solar ordinance.  Commissioner Freedman explained 
several of the provisions that were based on existing state law and the state’s model solar ordinance. 
The Committee members also discussed the criteria for entry-level market rate housing, for which the 
solar requirement may be satisfied by meeting the requirements to achieve "Green Leaf" status under 
CVAG's Green Building Program checklist.  The Director of Planning Services will follow up with the 
City Attorney on possible language for the proposed ordinance. 

The Committee will meet with the Director of Planning Services once more before the Planning 
Commission meeting on April 26.  

 
Recommendation/Request  

Continue preparations for April 26 Planning Commission meeting. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION None. 
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ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Work with relevant Staff members and City 
Attorney as needed on an ordinance, findings 
resolution and staff report for consideration by 
Planning Commission and City Council.  

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: The cost-effectiveness study was covered in the 
budget of the Department of Planning Services.  
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