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MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017 Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Jackson called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Commissioner Gauthier      
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.   
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Chair Jackson. A motion to approve as presented by 
Commissioner Gauthier and seconded by Commissioner Kibby and unanimously carried. 
 
       Present FY 2016/2017  FY 2016/2017 

  This Meeting    to Date Excused Absences Unexcused Absences                     
Joe Jackson X 46          
Grant Wilson X 47       
Roy Clark X 10 
David Freedman X 21   
Jennifer Futterman  X 11 
Greg Gauthier X 3  
John Goins E 2 1     
Lauri Kibby X 3   
Robert McCann X 11 2 
Nate Otto X  25 5 
Michael Wangler X  3      
 
X = Present  E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
L = Late U = did not notify of absence 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Dan DeGarmo, Clerical Assistant; Staci Schafer, Director of Maintenance and 
Facilities; Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator, David Ready, City Manager and Marcus Fuller, Assistant City 
Manager.  
    
CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER REPORT –City Manager Ready reported on the status 
of the Sustainability budget. He stated that the Sustainability Department be put under the Community and 
Economic Development Department utilizing $10,000.00 from the Sustainability Fund and $10,000.00 from the 
Recycling Fund be used towards the Director of Community and Economic Development salary. He requested 
that a Budget item be agendized for the next meeting.  The position of Funding/Grant Writer is currently being 
recruited and once hired, this person would be invited to the Sustainability Commission meetings. 
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed.  
City Manager Ready also requested an update on the Zagster presentation and Chair Wilson stated that after 
the presentation, no further contact has occurred.  
 
  
COMMISSION LIAISON REPORTS 
Planning Commission – Lisa Middleton, liaison, reported on the progress of the Solar Mandate in the Planning 
Commission. The proposal will go through the Planning Commission on Apr 26, 2017 and to the City Council 
on May17, 2017. She also stated that the Planning Commission has an Ad Hoc Committee to review and 
update the Planned Development District.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
 
Parks and Recreation Commission – Travis Armstrong, liaison –.No Report. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
None 
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A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS - None                  

 
B. PRESENTATIONS – Nancy Ferguson and Vic Yepello reported on the Bicycle Friendly Application and 
biking events done around the city. A city employee will be responsible for completing the application with 
assistance from the Engineering Department. Vic Yepello requested that the Active Transportation 
subcommittee be reinstated. A plan for Bike Month should be developed.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
 

C. MEETING MINUTES   March 21, 2017 meeting minutes approval:  Motion by Commissioner Clark to 
approve as amended, second by Commissioner Gauthier and unanimously approved.  
 

D. RECYCLING REPORT, Gary Calhoun reported that the April 22, 2017 Shredding event will also include a 
PSDS heavy item recycling event. He also reported on mattress recycling and Katherine Finchy recycling.  
Chair Jackson requested information on the recycling tonnage.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed.  
 

E. NEW BUSINESS     
1. Appointment of an Ad Hoc Committee on Leaf Blowers, to continue work with Council. Chair Jackson 
appointed Commissioner Clark and himself as members of the Ad Hoc Committee with Commissioner 
Futterman as an alternate.   
Commissioner Clark reported on his progress on the different type of blowers available and battery issues. 
2. Appointment of an Ad Hoc Committee on Pedestrian Planning. Chair Jackson appointed Vice Chair 
Wilson, and Commissioners Kibby and Gauthier to the Ad Hoc committee.  
3.  Review of Current Sites for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations, with possible additions. Chair Jackson 
reported that Councilmember Kors has asked that the Commission discuss possible additions to EV 
charging stations. Commissioner Otto reported that more education is needed for Business owners 
regarding the EV stations.   
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
Director Schafer stated that the downtown electrical infrastructure is in process of being upgraded and no 
new EV Charging Stations can be installed until the infrastructure is complete; about 1½ years. She also 
stated that if new charging stations are requested in the new downtown redevelopment areas then a letter 
of recommendation needs to go to Council as soon as possible. An item will be placed on the next 
Commission agenda. 
4.  MOTION:  To approve the expenditure of $350 to be a sponsor for the Palm Springs Public Library's 
2016 Summer Reading Program (Memo from Julie Warren), second by Commissioner Kibby.  Discussion 
ensued and the vote on the motion passed unanimously.  
5.  Report of meeting with Planning Director Flinn Fagg. Discussion Item: To discuss the Sustainability 
Commission providing $45,000.00 from the 2107-18 budget to support a pedestrian/walkability plan for the 
City of Palm Springs. 
Vice Chair Wilson provided information on pedestrian issues/walkability plan and the request from Planning 
for the Sustainability Commission to send a letter of recommendation to the City Council to address a 
budget item of $45,000.00 to the 2017-18 Planning Department budget. 
Director Schafer stated that the appropriate funding requests would be from the Sustainability Commission 
funds or Measure J funds. Planning Department funding would be a discussion between the Planning 
Director and Senior staff. Vice Chair Wilson expressed that this could be an opportunity to utilize General 
Funds for something related to the General Fund.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. Commissioner Clark 
made a suggestion that the Commission invite Christine Hammond to come and speak on the issue    
 
F. OLD BUSINESS – None  
  
G. COMMITTEE AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS                 
1. Standing Committee on Green Building, Commissioners Freedman and Otto   
Commissioner Freedman discussed Zero Net Energy and the possibility of hosting a seminar to educate 
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the public on ZNE. He also suggested having someone from CVAG speak at a future meeting.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. A general “Thumbs Up” 
was given by the Commissioners as to move forward with plans for a seminar.  
2. Standing Committee on Solar Mandate, Commissioners Freedman and Middleton. Commissioner 
Freedman reported that the Cost Effectiveness Study has been completed and should be posted no later 
than next week. 
3. Ad Hoc Committee on Waste Reduction, Commissioners McCann and Clark  
Commissioner McCann reported on the multi-family condo complexes that were not in compliance and his 
efforts at contacting them. Some of the complexes were responsive to him and to PSDS. Commissioner 
Clark reported on the availability of household battery recycle locations in Palm Springs.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
4. Ad Hoc Committee on the Sustainable Film Series, Commissioners Clark and Futterman  
Vice Chair Wilson reported that the film disc was unable to play and that the film was not shown. 
5. Ad Hoc Committee on World Environment Day, Commissioners Futterman, Kibby and Wangler 
Commissioner Futterman reported on the progress of the World Environment Day with input from Diana 
Shay, Redevelopment Coordinator. 
6. Ad Hoc Committee on Bicycle Route Maps, Commissioners Goins, Kibby and Wangler.  
Commissioner Wangler reported on efforts the committee has come up with on how to improve the map by 
defining the three classes of paths/lanes/routes and the way the map is produced (size, folding, paper, 
etc.). Also to include the Bicycle Friendly City designation and how it meets the requirements on the map.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
7. Active Transportation/Pedestrian Planning, Vice Chair Wilson 
Vice Chair Wilson stated there were no further comments. 
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
8. Wellness, Commissioner Futterman – No report  
9. Water, Commissioner Freedman 
Commissioner Freedman reported that Governor Brown lifted the drought emergency, keeping some of the 
water restrictions in place. DWA lifted much of it’s restrictions as well, asking for voluntary restrictions. 
He also reported that DWA is offering a sprinkler nozzle replacement program. Conservation numbers for 
March are 23.6% and a cumulative of 21%. 
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
10. Outreach, Commissioner Futterman – Commissioner Futterman reported that to date a list of 30 
exhibitors are scheduled for the World Environment Day event. Any information on possible exhibitors is 
welcome.  

 
H. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  

Director Schafer commented that the next three meetings will be held at the Convention Center due to 
renovations of the Large Conference Room.  
Commissioner Gauthier commented that funds are available from the Coachella Valley Mountain 
Conservancy (CVMC) on projects that would improve habitat sustainability.  
Chair Jackson asked about the Dunn Road project. Daniel DeGarmo stated that the first part of the project 
has been completed but is not sure where the project stands to date. He will look into it and report back. 
Chair Jackson commented on Staffing changes and concerns that projects do not get lost.  
Vice-Chair Wilson requested help on the Bicycle Friendly Application 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:30 PM by a motion from 
Commissioner Otto and seconded by Commissioner Kibby. Unanimously approved. They adjourned to the 
Regular Meeting to be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 16, 2017 in the Primrose C Conference Room at 
the Palm Springs Convention Center. The Sustainability Commission’s regular meeting schedule is at 5 p.m. 
the third Tuesday each month except August unless otherwise noted or amended.  

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Staci A. Schafer, Director of Maintenance and Facilities, For the Office of Sustainability 







 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  05/16/17 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

COMMITTEE NAME: Standing Committee on Green Building SUBMITTED DATE: 05/08/17 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  04/20/17 NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: 05/18/17 

 
Committee Meeting Goals:  

• Follow-up on Commission feedback on topics, format and feasibility of proposed seminars on 
ZNE and interior green building techniques. 

• Identify stakeholders to contact and assign responsibility for making contacts. 

 
Summary:   

Following the positive feedback from the Sustainability Commission members at its April meeting, 
Committee members met to discuss a seminar on ZNE implementation. Various stakeholders such as 
CVAG, DVBA and SCE were identified. An outline of the seminar reflecting the discussion of the 
Committee members is attached to this report. 

Clerical Assistant Daniel DeGarmo summarized the presentation on ZNE by DCEP and SCE that he 
attended the previous day. Commissioner Freedman summarized the California Energy Commission 
ZNE workshop that he had just attended by webinar. 

 
Recommendation/Request:  

Move forward with contacting stakeholders about cosponsoring and speaking at the seminars. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION Work with Commissioner Futterman on 
outreach. 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Determine whether the City can cosponsor an 
event that is not located in Palm Springs. Provide 
feedback on costs. Assist in outreach measures 
once seminars are confirmed. 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: There may be some costs associated with the 
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seminars, which would be part of the 
Commission’s FY 17-18 outreach budget. The 
Committee will work to identify these costs. 



Zero Net Energy Informational Light Brunch 
The objective is to inform architects, contractors, suppliers and developers of the 2020 ZNE 
requirements so that skills, tooling and education can be in place for implementation. The goal 
is to give them a leg up in this transition, making members of our local industry, with its region-
specific issues, more knowledgeable, thus adding value to their services for their clients. 

Introduction by M.C.   

1.  Why Zero Net Energy & What are the Basic Changes? 

Speaker: government or industry representative or scientist, 10-15 minutes 

• Science Behind Global Warming 
Population forecast has/will exceed resources 

• Yes, it is a moving target, exact requirements and measures are still being 
refined, but it is best if you are equipped.  

• Broad strokes of what we know of the requirements 

2.  Design 

Speaker(s): 1-2 architect(s)/developer(s), 15-30 minutes 

• Technology/Materials / monitoring 
• Resources 
• Geographic/Social Specifics – identifying/understanding them and using them to 

the advantage 
• Resources/information navigating for a cost-effective solution 

3.  Building Implementation 

Speakers: panel of three people who have done ZNE buildings or are working towards it on 
other projects, 30-45 minutes 

• Knowledge Resources – internet, manufacturers, tradesmen, inspectors, 
architects. Use them, but you will need to invest some time, every professional 
out there that stays on the top invests in continuing education! 

• Experience – The contractor with experience will walk the walk and know the 
most cost effective ways to execute. Get the job and do it for less. 

• Testing and Inspections – Know the expectations, investigate and discuss with 
inspector and pass the first time. This is the biggest cause of frustration and 
expense. 
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Final Thoughts: 30 minutes  

Q and A for # 2 & 3 speakers 

Parting comments by M.C. 

There is a lot of information here for all who signed up and those on our mailing list will receive 
a copy of today’s program and presentations. As we move forward we will be sending updates. 
We want to encourage you to start now with what is easy and cheap to give yourselves a 
competitive advantage…… 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  05/16/17 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

COMMITTEE NAME: Standing Committee on Solar Mandate SUBMITTED DATE: 05/10/17 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  04/19/17 NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: TBD 

 
Subcommittee Meeting Goals:  

Meet with the Director of Planning Services and stakeholders to review proposed solar ordinance to 
be discussed at Planning Commission meeting on April 26. 

 
Summary:   

The proposed solar ordinance was back before the Planning Commission at its meeting on April 26, 
2017. To prepare for that meeting, Committee members met with Director of Planning Services Flinn 
Fagg and representatives of the Desert Valleys Builders Association to review the proposal. 

The discussion centered on possible exemptions to the solar mandate, particularly for entry-level 
market rate housing. As a result of the discussion, Director Fagg proposed language under which the 
Building Code Appeals Board is empowered to grant exemptions in other situations where they may 
be appropriate, such as for entry-level housing, where site-specific conditions warrant or when energy 
efficiency is achieved by following CVAG or national green building standards. 

The Planning Commission considered the revised proposal at its meeting and unanimously (with Vice 
Chair Weremiuk absent) recommended it. The text as recommended by the Planning Commission is 
attached to this report. It is consistent with the proposal recommended by the Sustainability 
Commission at its meeting of December 20, 2016. 

The solar proposal will next go to City Council. Committee members have requested to meet with 
Councilmember Geoff Kors, one of the members of the Council’s Sustainability Committee, to get his 
feedback on the proposal before it goes to the full Council. 

 
Recommendation/Request  

Prepare for City Council discussions. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION None. 



2 
 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Work with relevant Staff members and City 
Attorney as needed on an ordinance, findings 
resolution and staff report for consideration by 
City Council.  

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: The cost-effectiveness study was covered in the 
budget of the Department of Planning Services.  



Draft Ordinance:  Mandatory Solar Photovoltaic Measures 

PSMC Section 8.04.072.  California Green Building Standards Code-Amendments and Deletions. 

The California Green Building Standards Code adopted by reference pursuant to Section 8.04.070 of this 
Chapter is hereby modified by the following additions: 

4.201.2  Residential Solar Photovoltaic - When Required 

1. The provisions of Section 4.201.3 apply to: 

(a) all newly constructed single-family residential buildings; 

(b) all newly constructed multiple-family residential buildings classified in Residential 
Groups R-2 and R-3, as defined respectively in Sections 310.4 and 310.5 of the 
California Building Code adopted by reference pursuant to Section 8.04.010 of this 
Chapter; 

(c) any addition to an existing single-family residential building that increases its square 
footage by 25% or greater, provided that the increase is at least 500 square feet, 
except where the addition is an accessory second unit; and 

(d) any remodel, alteration or renovation to an existing single-family residential building 
that is made involving demolition, remodel or renovation of more than 50% of the 
structure. 

2. The provisions of Section 4.201.3 do not apply to low-income residential housing as such 
term is defined in Section 2852(a)(3) of the California Public Utilities Code if the cost of 
installation of the solar photovoltaic system is not fully funded without recourse to the 
residents of such low-income residential housing. 

3. The provisions of Section 4.201.3 do not apply to factory-built housing as such term is 
defined in Section 19971 of the California Health and Safety Code. 

4. The provisions of Section 4.201.3 do not apply to any project that was fully entitled as of 
the date of entry into effect of such Section. 

5. At the time of submittal of a permit application for a residential building meeting the 
scoping requirements of subdivision 1 of this Section, an applicant shall submit plans and 
an application for a solar photovoltaic system in accordance with the sizing requirements 
of subdivision 1 of Section 4.201.3. 

4.201.3  Residential Solar Photovoltaic Installations 

1. All residential buildings meeting the scoping requirements of subdivision 1 of Section 
4.201.2 shall install a solar photovoltaic system with a minimum total wattage equal to 
two (2) watts times the total square footage of the subject building. The system shall be 
located on-site. 

2. The requirement for installation of a solar photovoltaic system may be waived or the total 
wattage requirement may be reduced upon a determination by the Building Code 
Appeals Board. The board shall consider one or more of the following criteria in making a 
determination for a waiver or reduction: 
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  (a) The residential building(s) will be developed or sold at a price that is less than 75% of 
the current median sales price for new single-family construction or 50% of the 
median sales price for new multifamily home construction in Palm Springs, whichever 
may be applicable; 

   (b) Practical challenges make the installation of a solar photovoltaic system infeasible, 
such as building site location, limited rooftop availability, shading from nearby 
structures, topography, or vegetation; or 

   (c) Participation in other certification programs (CVAG’s Green for Life program, LEED 
certification, Passive House Institute US certification, or similar) which will result in 
energy savings greater than what would be required under Title 24 of the California 
Building Standards Code. 

3. Solar energy systems that are leased by the end-use customer (tenant or owner) or that 
supply electricity to the end-use customer through a power purchase agreement (PPA) 
may be used to satisfy the requirements of subdivision 1 of this Section. 

4. Newly constructed residential buildings meeting the scoping requirements of subdivision 
1 of Section 4.201.2 shall comply with the 2016 Title 24 Building Energy Code without 
claiming the solar compliance credit described in Section 2.2.3 of the 2016 Title 24, Part 
6, Residential Alternative Calculation Method. 
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