




 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  07/18/17 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

COMMITTEE NAME: Standing Committee on Green Building SUBMITTED DATE: 07/12/17 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATES:  06/26/17 and 07/10/17 NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: 07/20/17 

 
Committee Meeting Goals:  

• Discuss outline, budget, speakers, sponsors and timing of ZNE seminar 
• Discuss submission to Modernism Week of proposal for indoor environmental quality 

workshop 

 
Summary:   

At their meetings, Committee members discussed the outline, budget, speakers, sponsors and 
timing of ZNE seminar. The date is Nov. 16, 2017, which has been confirmed with CVAG and DVBA. 
Subject to confirmation, CVAG Executive Director Tom Kirk will serve as MC. The City will extend 
invitations to Assembly members Eduardo Garcia and Chad Hayes to provide introductory remarks. 
CVAG will ask other Coachella Valley cities to participate and will contact UCR Palm Desert and COD as 
possible venues. 

Committee members will continue contacting proposed speakers and cosponsors and will schedule a 
conference call with them at the next Committee meeting on July 20 to discuss the seminar outline in 
further detail. A Save the Date will be sent in early September, and the seminar will be publicized at 
the Energy / Water Summit on Oct. 5. 

Committee members also discussed the proposal for an indoor environmental quality workshop 
during Modernism Week in February 2018. Representatives of the US Green Building Council and 
the American Society of Interior Designers have confirmed their participation. A Modernism Week 
committee is scheduled to meet on July 19 to consider the proposal.  

 
Recommendation/Request:  

Continuing contacting stakeholders about cosponsoring and speaking at the seminars. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION Approve costs of seminars as part of 
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Commission’s 2017-18 program budget. 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Assist in outreach measures once seminars are 
confirmed. 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: The estimated gross cost of the ZNE seminar is 
$10,000. However, sponsorships would be sought 
to bring the net cost to $2,500 to $5,000. A 
detailed budget will be prepared for the 
Commission’s September meeting.  There may be 
some nominal publicity costs for the interior 
green building techniques seminar.  

 



 

 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  06/20/17 SUBMITTED BY:  John Goins, Roy Clark and Michael Wangler 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME: Ad-Hoc Budget SUBMITTED DATE: 07/18/17 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE:  06/29/17 NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE: TBD 

 
Subcommittee Meeting Goals:  

1. Understand the Commission’s current (16-17) budget. 
2. Provide Commission with information to inform 17-18 activities and programs. 
3. Provide recommendations to Commission about developing a more sustainable model for 

funding given decreasing revenue from recycling, potential mismatches between the City’s 
Sustainability Master Plan and funding earmarks and current obligations.  

4. Consider the trade between providing budget resources for staff support versus 
program/project support. 

 
Summary:   

The budget subcommittee met twice since the last Commission meeting.  

1. Phone call with Gary Calhoun, Roy Clark, Daniel DeGarmo, Michelle Mician, Staci Schaefer, 
Michael Wangler 6/26/17 

2. Follow up meeting between Commissioners Clark, Goins and Wangler 6/29/17 

Findings from the meetings:  

1. Sustainability Commission revenue appears steady for the past five years.  
a. But expenditures/allocations have changed. The budget subcommittee has requested 

historical spending records from fiscal 12-13 through 16-17 and the approved 17-18 
budget to help answer questions about shifts in allocations.  

b. Given the lack of volatility in revenue, the Commission can hire a staff person without 
the fear of funding changing drastically, assuming current the situation continues.  
 

2. The subcommittee suggests that annual task/budgetary planning would be beneficial to the 
Commission.  

a. The subcommittee requests a planning session agenda item for September. This could 
also be a separate meeting if the Commission sees fit. At this meeting, the 
Commission will review current tasks as well as the 30 next steps in the Sustainability 
Master Plan to help set priorities.  
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b. Outcomes from planned tasks should be aligned with the Master Plan and give 
preference to activities with the most direct GHG or resource use reductions. Typical 
commission tasks in order of expected reductions/impacts. 

i. Funds infrastructure (e.g., Co-gen plant) 
ii. Funds programs (e.g.,  Green building incentive programs) 

iii. Offers funded and unfunded sponsorships (e.g.,  Upcoming zero net energy 
workshop)  

iv. Provides technical and implementation support (e.g., leaf-blower and solar 
ordinances, Earth Day event staffing) 
 

3. The Commission is advisory to Council on matters related to Sustainability as outlined in the 
Master Plan. Given our technical and implementation support role on sustainability concerns, 
the subcommittee requests that the Commission consider: 

a. Review of CEQA reports that include sustainability impacts and where a discretionary 
approval is requested 

b. Consultation with city departments on purchases with sustainability impacts that also 
require Council approval 

c. Review of implementation of medium and long-term projects that include 
sustainability measures (e.g., Co-gen plant) and that required Council or Commission 
approval 

d. Review of ordinances that include sustainability impacts (e.g., leaf-blower and solar 
ordinances) and input to City Council meeting staff reports 
 

4. Projects to consider. These are a combination of Committee members suggestions and 
suggestions from Michelle Mician.  

a. Tree inventory (urban forest/agriculture). Organizations can help and lots of grants 
are available. 

b. Pollinator projects. Micro habitats. Certification projects. Grants are available. (Past 
project with Chelsea Clinton.) 

c. Reinvest in community gardens. 
d. Water conservation. Work with Building Department. Also, gray water projects in City 

facilities. 
e. Construction and demolition debris ordinance and disposal procedures. 
f. Walkability. Do more marketing of Walk and Roll app with businesses and 

neighborhoods. 
g. Restaurants—composting per AB 1826. Also get PSDS involved with residential 

collection. 
h. Electric vehicle charging stations—should not be free. 
i. Battery collection – infrastructure, training, promotion. 

Next steps: 

Review spending history and budget documents 

 

Recommendation/Request  
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Seeking feedback from the Commission regarding the above summary.  

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION 1. Agendize planning item for September 
meeting 

2. Resolution to Council to request review of 
CEQA reports that include sustainability 
impacts and where a discretionary 
approval is requested, review of City 
purchases with sustainability impacts that 
require Council approval, review of 
implementation of medium and long-term 
projects that include sustainability 
measures. 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

1. Provide historical spending for 2012 
through 2017.  

2. Provide 17-18 budget passed by Council 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: None 
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June Commission report summary  

This Ad-hoc committee was formed at the May Commission meeting with the goals to: 
 

5. Understand the Commission’s current (16-17) budget. 
6. Provide Commission with information to inform 17-18 activities and programs. 
7. Provide recommendations to Commission about developing a more sustainable model for 

funding given decreasing revenue from recycling, potential mismatches between the City’s 
Sustainability Master Plan and funding earmarks and current obligations.  

8. Consider the trade between providing budget resources for staff support versus 
program/project support. 

The Sub-committee met with Marcus Fuller, Staci Schafer, and Daniel DeGarmo on 06/12/17 for a 
more detailed discussion of the budget. The Sub-committee is in the discovery phase of its activities. 
But, the group discussed the three most apparent ways to generate new or free up current funds:  

1. Increase PSDS fee to Commission (long-term). 
2. Free up existing obligations (Co-Gen?). 
3. Develop the capacity for accessing grant funds. 

The current level of funding could support a full-time staff person who could potentially work on 
these three activities with Commission feedback and support. At this phase in its research, the Sub-
committee believes that hiring a staff person to support the three activities is key to ensuring 
continued funding for the Commission.   

Next steps for this Sub-committee are to: 

1. Continue investigating budget details with City staff. 
2. Contact Michelle Mician for feedback on her past role. 

Combine existing Commission work plan items into tactical plan attached to expected 2017-2018 
funding 
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