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What is Sustainability?
• In 1983, the United Nations Commission on Environment
and Development defined sustainability as: "A way of
living that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs."

• The idea that long-term prosperity and ecological health
go together and depend on each other. Sustainability
means long-term cultural, ecologic and economic health
and vitality. Or put another way, sustainability is about
actions which are ecologically sound, economically
viable, and socially just and humane.

Kyoto Protocol
• On February 16, 2005 the Kyoto Protocol, the

international agreement to address climate
disruption, became law for the 141 countries that
have ratified it to date. On that day, Seattle
Mayor Greg Nickels launched the US Mayors
Climate Protection Agreement to advance the
goals of the Kyoto Protocol through leadership
and action. Two years later, The U.S.Conference
of Mayors launched the Mayors Climate
Protection Center to administer and track the
agreement, among its other activities. By
November 1, 2007, there were more than 710
signatories to the Agreement.

US Mayors Agreement
• Climate disruption is an urgent threat to

the environmental and economic health of
our communities. Many cities, in this
country and abroad, already have strong
local policies and programs in place to
reduce global warming pollution, but more
action is needed at the local, state, and
federal levels to meet the challenge.

What is Sustainability?
Sustainability is often referred to as a 3 legged stool that
includes looking at a decision or action’s ECONOMIC,
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACTS

• Economic - the financial impact on an individual’s

income or spending, or on a company’s profits and
losses

• Environmental - the impact on the air, water, land and
global climate

• Social - the impact on an individual’s happiness, health
and productivity, or the impact on the community’s
welfare.

Examples of Economic,
Environmental and Social
benefits of Sustainability
• The City of Palm Springs replaced the lighting fixtures in

buildings with brighter, more energy-efficient ones. Because
the new fixtures use less energy, we save money - the
economic impact.

THEN: As a result the local electric utility company generates
less electricity and emits less air pollution - the environmental
impact. Finally, brighter lighting fixtures create a more
pleasant work atmosphere for employees - social impact.
Adopting sustainability as an individual means you make a
decision that makes financial sense and respects the
environment and our community.

EXAMPLE
• Here’s another example: When two co-

workers decide to rideshare to work every
day, they both save money on gasoline and
car expenses. That’s their financial reward.
Driving one car, instead of two, puts less
exhaust into the air - the environmental
impact. And it decreases traffic congestion on
the freeway - the social impact. That’s the
triple bottom line for us as individuals.

• Reference: http://www.greenerfacilities.org/case/sustain101/what/index.cfm

RECYCLING
•
•
•
•
•

Recycling Programs
Construction and Demolition Recycling Program
Earth Protection Services
Lamp Recycle
Carpet America Recovery Effort

What is recycling?

• Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. Recycling is cost effective, modern

waste management. It is returning materials into reusable
commodities. The reprocessing of materials into new products
allows useful materials from being wasted, reduces the
consumption of raw materials and reduces energy. Today, the
most commonly used methods for waste disposal (i.e. landfill,
prolysis, incineration) are environmentally damaging and are
unsustainable.

Benefits of recycling
• Econom ic - Recycling saves money by lowering

manufacturing costs. Products made from recycled
materials, rather than virgin materials, are easier to
produce. In addition, recycling conserves natural
resources.

• Environm ental - Recycling reduces the input of energy and
raw materials to a production system. It also reduces the
amount of waste produced for disposal. Saving energy,
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other
dangerous air and water pollutants are even more
important environmental benefits gained from recycling.
Because the materials in the recycling process are purer,
less energy is needed to transport them from the place of
extraction. Therefore, maximum environmental benefits
are gained by waste minimization.

TYPES OF RECYCLING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

electronics (disassembly and reclamation)
aggregates and concrete
batteries
ferrous metals
non-ferrous metals
printer cartridges and toners
glass
paper
plastic
biodegradable waste
textiles
household hazardous waste
– electronics (computers, cell phones etc)
– medical waste
– paint products
used motor oil recycling
reduce water waste and pollution
aluminum cans

RECYCLING FACTS AND STATS
• Americans throw away enough office and writing
•
•
•
•

paper annually to build a wall 12 feet high from Los
Angeles to New York City.
Americans use 2.5 million plastic bottles every
hour, only a small percentage of which are now
recycled.
Recycling saves precious natural resources, energy,
time and money.
In just 60 days, an aluminum can is recycled,
turned into a new can & back on store shelves.
Aluminum is a sustainable metal that can be
recycled over & over again.

RECYCLING HISTORY
• While recycling has grown in general, recycling of

•

specific materials has also grown: 50 percent of all
paper, 34 percent of all plastic soft drink cans, 63
percent of all steel packaging and 67 percent of all
major appliances are now recycled.
Twenty years ago, only one curbside recycling
program existed in the United States, which
collected several materials at the curb. By 2005,
almost 9,000 programs had sprouted up across the
nation. As of 2005, about 500 material recovery
facilities had been established to process collected
materials.

What City of Palm Springs is Doing
• Signed on to the US Mayors Climate Protection
•
•
•
•

Agreement
Created a monthly forum for Employees to share
and receive information in the form of the Green
Team
Provided a resource for the public and staff in
the form of the “Your Sustainable City” program
Begun an inventory of all City of Palm Springs
sustainability initiatives
Provide monthly opportunities for education or
speakers for City staff and the public

Green Team
MajorSubtasks/Subcommittee

What Can I do? AT WORK
• Use Recycled P aper- M ake sure your

printer paper is 100% post consum er
recycled paper. Save 5 lbs. of carbon
diox ide per ream of paper.
• RECYCLE
• Carpool, ride your bike or use alternative
transportation
• Adjust the Therm ostat- M ove your heater
therm ostat dow n tw o degrees in w inter
and up tw o degrees in the sum m er. Save
2000 lbs of carbon diox ide and $98 per
year.

Global Warming, Local Solutions
Your Home- Heating &Cooling System (50% energy use)
• Weatherize and insulate your home.
• If you can, switch to a new heat pump,
preferably geothermal. Have an energy audit.
• Keep your H&C system in good repair and
change the filter regularly to cut down on energy
use and pollution. Change the AC Filter- Clean or

replace dirty air conditioner filters as
recom m ended. Save 350 lbs. of carbon diox ide
and $150 per year.

• Turn down your thermostat by 2 degrees in
•

winter and up 2 degrees in summer
Use alternative energy sources when possible

Global Warming, Local Solutions
Your Home

Lighting (20% of home energy use)
Install compact fluorescent bulbs.

Use Com pact Fluorescent Bulbs- Replace 3
frequently used light bulbs w ith com pact
fluorescent bulbs. Save 300 lbs. of carbon
diox ide and $60 per year. Tak e the Energy Star
pledge on line at w w w .yoursustainablecity.com .
TIP: If everyone changed just one bulb, save
nationally the equivalent of the emissions of
nearly 800,000 cars, and enough energy to
light more than 2.5 million homes for a year
and not have to build two power plants.

What Can I do?
• Use Recycled Paper- M ak e sure your printer paper is at
least 30 - 100% post consum er recycled paper. Save 5
lbs. of carbon diox ide per ream of paper.

• Adjust Your Therm ostat- M ove your heater therm ostat

dow n tw o degrees in w inter and up tw o degrees in the
sum m er. Save 2000 lbs of carbon diox ide and $98 per
year.

• Check Your W aterheater- K eep your w ater heater

therm ostat no higher than 120°F. Save 550 lbs. of
carbon diox ide and $30 per year.

Global Warming, Local Solutions
Your Home - Appliances

• Turn off whatever you’re not using and eliminate

•

“Vampire” power by plugging your TV,
microwave, and other instant-on appliances into
power strips.
Run your dish and clotheswashers only when
full. Save 100 lbs. of carbon diox ide and $40 per

year.

• Use cold water to wash and rinse your clothes –
•

reduce carbon footprint by 500 lb a year.
Line dry when you can
TIP: New appliances or certified energy star appliances will
save money and energy

Global Warming, Local Solutions
Your Home - Water Usage

• Keep water heater insulated and the thermostat
•

•

no higher than 120 degrees
Use a low flow showerhead and take shorter
showers. Show ers account for 2/ 3 of all w ater

heating costs. Save 350 lbs. of carbon diox ide
and $99 per year. A Low -Flow uses less w ater in
the show er and m eans less energy to heat the
w ater. Save 350 lbs. of carbon diox ide and $150.
Check Your W ater heater- K eep your w ater
heater therm ostat no higher than 120°F. Save
550 lbs. of carbon diox ide and $30 per year.
TIP: Reducing water use in general and in particular hot water use will cut
down fuel used to clean and heat the water

Global Warming, Local Solutions
Your Yard
•
•

•
•

•

Plant trees to absorb carbon dioxide
Plant native vegetation – it cuts down on water and
pesticide and fertilizer use, it reduces exotic plant
encroachment, and it improves wildlife habitat
Reduce the amount of impervious surfaces – it reduces
stormwater runoff, lower water cleanup costs
Reduce pesticide and fertilizer use – it gets into our
water ways, lower water cleanup costs, uses energy to
produce.
Don’t throw waste oil, chemicals, or pollutants onto the
ground – it can contaminate groundwater.

Global Warming, Local Solutions
•
•

•
•
•
•

Everywhere

Buy products with less packaging, bring your
own cloth bag to the store and containers to
restaurants.
Recycle & encourage others at work or in
businesses you patronize to recycle and reuse,
reducing your trash by 10% will reduce your
carbon footprint by 1,200 lb per year
Buy locally to reduce energy needed to get
products to you.
Buy from thrift stores or yard sales
Buy organic.
Patronize Green businesses, the
www.yoursustainablecity.com site has begun a
list of Green resources and businesses

Global Warming, Local Solutions

Your Car
•Car pool, use public transportation, chain trips.
•Inflate Your Tires - Keep the tires on your car

adequately inflated. Check them monthly. Car pool, use
public transportation, chain trips.
•Use the most fuel-efficient model you can.
•Keep it in good repair and tuned, with correctly inflated
tires, change your car’s air filter regularly – all of which
will save fuel and reduce pollution. Change Your Air
Filter and check it monthly you save 800 lbs. of carbon
dioxide and $130 per year.
TIP: For every mile you don’t drive you save about one pound of
carbon and you save about 20 pounds for every gallon of gas unused

TIP: By keeping tires correctly inflated you can
save 250 lbs. of carbon dioxide and $840 per year.

Global Warming,
Local Solutions
Team up with the GREEN TEAM and be an
ECO CHAMPION
• Recycle at work
• Turn off lights when not in use
• Create a new energy, water or resource saving
project in your department
• magnify your influence
• do environmental work like cleanups or
restoration
• go hiking, walking and encourage appreciation
for and enjoy the outdoor environment

Global Warming, Local Solutions
Be Active

• Do Something! Start a program in your office,
school and at home.
• Urge policy makers to support national and
international efforts to reduce global climate
change
• VOTE for candidates who support the
environment
• Get involved in your local community or in
campaigns like the “Clean Cities” initiative.

