
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, November 21, 2017 Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room  

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Jackson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Commissioner Goins 
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability 
Commission. Chair Jackson stated that he received a call from Commissioner Wangler in August 2017 stating 
that he will be resigning from the Commission as he took a job outside of the City of Palm Springs. 
Commissioner Wangler stated that he wanted to come to the September meeting and state his desire to resign 
in front of the Commission however, Commissioner Wangler did not show up at that meeting. Chair Jackson 
will be filing a certification with the City Clerk’s Office stating that Commissioner Wangler has three unexcused 
absences so that the City Clerk can declare a vacancy in the Commission. 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Chair Jackson.   A motion to approve as posted by 
Commissioner Gauthier and seconded by Commissioner Goins and unanimously carried. 
 
       Present FY 2017/2018  FY 2017/2018 

  This Meeting    to Date Excused Absences Unexcused Absences                     
Joe Jackson X 53          
Grant Wilson L 54       
Roy Clark X 17 
David Freedman X 28   
Jennifer Futterman  X 18 
Greg Gauthier X 8 2  
John Goins X 9 2     
Robert McCann X 16 4 
Michael Wangler U  6 1   2     
 
X = Present  E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
L = Late U = did not notify of absence 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT: Jay Virata, Director of Community & Economic Development, Gary Calhoun, 
Recycling Coordinator. 
    
CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER REPORT –  
No report. 
 
COMMISSION LIAISON REPORTS 
No reports. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
Director Virata stated that the City has joined the Coachella Valley Community Choice Aggregation electricity 
program and that CVAG is reviewing planning processes. He also stated that the Buzz program has been 
extended for a three-month period. Director Virata also stated that SC Edison has also been in contact with the 
City for possible storage facilities for battery storage.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS   
None 
 
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Dara Shay, as a Palm Springs High School student representative liaison. Ms Shay introduced herself and 
made a brief statement.   
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B. PRESENTATIONS 

1. Dominique Hargreaves, “WELL Community Standard”, International WELL Building Institute 
Presenter was unable to be present and will be rescheduled. 
2. Nima Pauline, Eco Culture Manufacturing (Fabric Recycling) made a presentation on the Textile 
Recapture Program.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
 

C. MEETING MINUTES 
October 17, 2017 Regular Meeting minutes approval: Motion by Commissioner McCann to approve as 
presented, second by Vice Chair Clark and approved by an open vote. (Chair Jackson requested that the 
Excused Absence indication for Commissioner Wangler on the September 19, 2017 minutes be corrected 
to an Un-excused absence.)   
  

D. RECYCLING REPORT, Gary Calhoun reported on the Beverage Container Grant received by the City. He 
also stated that he toured the Desert Arc Recycling Center in Indio with Nick Carsiello. A tour can be 
scheduled at any time for the Commissioners.  The Burrtec facility is also available for tours. Mr. Calhoun 
also gave an update on the Shredding and E-Waste event and the C&D ordinance staff report.  

 
E. OLD BUSINESS                     

1. Plans for Sustainability Booth at the Farmer’s Market - Commissioner Futterman reported that she 
spoke with Megan Goehring at the Certified Market and that the Commission is welcome at any time. 
Chair Jackson and Commissioner Futterman will be looking at which Saturday may be the most ideal.             

2. Report on ZNE Shoptalk 2017  –  Commissioners Freedman and Goins: Commissioner Freedman 
reported that the conference was successful  with about 75 in attendance. He gave a summary of the 
event. Commissioner Goins reported on the ZNE event at Modernism Week.  

3. Continuing Discussion on Sustainability Priorities, Budget, and Activity Plans for FY 2017-18 and 
beyond.  

a. Green Jobs – Commissioner Goins reported on steps to possibly use to promote green jobs in 
the City. 

b. Eco Travel – Commissioner Futterman 
c. Water Priorities – Commissioner Freedman reported that he met with Ashley Metzger at DWA 

on ways the City can move forward with water conservation programs. He would like to meet 
with Staff on ways to move forward with some of the projects discussed.  

d. Product Stewardship – Commissioners McCann and Vice Chair Clark – Commissioner McCann 
reported that he has renamed his report “Expansion of Medical and Pharmaceutical Waste 
Disposal Options in the City of Palm Springs”. He gave a report on the lack of places available 
in the City where hazardous household waste can be disposed. He also stated that he is 
interested in more information on the “At Your Door” services.  

e. Leaf Blower Training – Vice Chair Clark and Chair Jackson – Vice Chair Clark reported on the 
status of the Leaf Blower training using a brochure instead of a video. Director Virata reported 
that an acknowledgement form is now required for Gardeners/Landscapers in order to receive a 
license. Also that Staff is working on a brochure to be given out to businesses. 

Comments and questions on the above from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
 
F. NEW BUSINESS                    

1. Proposed discussion on Construction and Demolition ordinance – Commissioners McCann and Vice 
Chair Clark – Commissioner McCann presented information on the status of an ordinance on C&D 
requirements. Discussion was held on the issue and direction was given to Staff to move forward with a 
draft of the ordinance for review by the Commission.   

2. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Film Festival Programs – Commissioner Futterman and Chair Jackson – 
Chair Jackson reviewed the idea of a film festival and the possibility of an operational partner to host 
the festival. Commissioner Futterman expanded on the ideas and what can be expected. Chair Jackson 
requested by a show of hands who thought this was a good idea; 4 said it was, 3 were unsure, Chair 
abstained.   
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3. Draft Text for Sustainability Brochure – Chair Jackson reported on the status of a Sustainability 
brochure. All of the Commissioners have had a chance to comment on the version that was sent out to 
the Commissioners. Direction to Staff to research sources for graphics and design once final draft has 
been approved.  
Comments and questions on the above from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 

 
G. COMMITTEE AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS  

1. Standing Committee on Green Building - Commissioners Freedman and Goins – No further report. 
2. Standing Committee on Solar Mandate - Commissioners Freedman –  Commissioner Freedman 

reported on the Solar proposal before the City Council and what if any direction from the City Council 
may be expected. He also stated that since two members of the committee are now otherwise involved 
that the solar and green building committees once again be joined as one committee. Chair Jackson 
declared that the work of the Solar Committee is done and that the two committees will be joined 
together again. 

3. Standing Committee on Waste Reduction - Commissioner McCann and Vice Chair Clark –  
Commissioner McCann reported that he has nothing further to report on C&D. Vice Chair Clark 
reported that he has been looking into battery recycling and places that they could be taken for 
recycling. He also stated that a company called Battery Solutions would be able to assist in setting up a 
program for recycling household batteries.  

4. Standing Committee on Active Transportation - Commissioner Wilson, Commissioner Gauthier. 
Commissioner Wilson reported that Commissioner Gauthier has researched the $50,000.00 match from 
the City may already be a part of the 2010 Tahquitz Creek Trail Plan and that no further action will be 
necessary to obtain funding. Information regarding this from the Engineering Department is 
forthcoming.  

5. Wellness - Commissioner Futterman – No report 
6. Water - Commissioner Freedman – Nothing further to report. 
7. Outreach - Commissioner Futterman reported that she has been in contact with Megan Goehring 

regarding the Sustainability Film Series. She also asked about the possibility of start times be later in 
the morning. Commissioner Futterman also reported on planning for World Environment Day June 3, 
2018.  

Comments and questions from the commissioners on the above reports were presented and discussed. 
 
H. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS                      

Vice Chair Clark commented on further planning for the Monarch Butterflies and the Milkweed plant and 
getting the Mayor and City Council included.   
Chair Jackson reported that there are currently two Commissioner positions available and that interviews 
have been conducted and possibly the two positions may be filled in December 2017. Chair Jackson also 
reported on the Community Forum on November 29, 2017. Lastly, he stated that he is pursuing information 
on whether or not City Councilmember(s) will be appointed as a liaison to the Sustainability Commission. 
Commissioner Goins asked if an update on the status of the Cogen Plant be made at a future meeting. 
Director Virata stated he will look into having a report available for the December meeting.  

 
I. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 6:54 PM by a motion from 

Commissioner McCann and seconded by Commissioner Gauthier and approved by a unanimous vote. They 
adjourned to the Regular Meeting to be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 19, 2017 in the Large 
Conference Room at the Palm Springs City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s regular meeting schedule 
is at 5 p.m. the third Tuesday each month except August unless otherwise noted or amended.  

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jay Virata, Director of Community and Economic Development, For the Office of Sustainability 
 


