
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, February 20, 2018 Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room  

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Jackson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Chair Jackson 
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.  
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Chair Jackson.   A motion to approve as posted by 
Commissioner Baker and seconded by Commissioner Gauthier and unanimously carried. 
 
       Present FY 2017/2018  FY 2017/2018 

  This Meeting    to Date Excused Absences Unexcused Absences                     
Joe Jackson X 56          
Roy Clark X 20 
Grant Wilson X 57       
David Freedman X 31   
Jennifer Futterman  E 19 2 
Greg Gauthier X 11 2  
John Goins E 11 3     
Robert McCann X 19 4 
T Santora E  1 2 
Carl Baker  X  1 1  
Jessica Spry  X  2    
Dara Shay – Student Rep X  3 1    
 
X = Present  E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
L = Late U = did not notify of absence 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT: Jay Virata, Director of Community & Economic Development, Daniel DeGarmo, 
Clerical Assistant, and Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator. 
    
CITY MANAGER / STAFF COMMENTS – Director Virata stated that a communication from Councilperson 
Roberts was received regarding Styrofoam containers. Commissioner Clark stated that he will address this in 
his report on waste reduction.  
Chair Jackson asked if there has been any further communication on bike routes. Director Virata stated that 
the Council has asked that the Commission look at the La Verne Road “road diet” changes.  
Chair Jackson also asked if Tom Garcia, Director of Engineering will give a statement on the Dunn Road 
project.  
Director of Engineering Tom Garcia gave an update on the Dunn Road project and road diet proposals.  
The Dunn Road project cost estimates to remediate the site came back at one million dollars more than the 
grant amount we have received. Modifications to the scope of the project may be made. Additional funding is 
also a possibility. Director Garcia also reported on the La Verne Way road diet program currently ongoing. The 
current traffic pattern does not warrant four lanes so a few alternatives are being considered due to opposition 
from neighborhoods. Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
 
COMMISSION LIAISON REPORTS – Dara Shay stated that she has not heard back from her principal and will 
contact him directly.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None  
 
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Chair Jackson introduced Commissioner Carl Baker.  Commissioner Baker gave a brief statement about 
his background and interest in the Sustainability Commission. Commissioner Baker will assume some 
responsibilities on wellness.  
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B. PRESENTATIONS –  

1. Safe Non-Smoking Public Space and Tobacco Retail Licensing –  
Bob Heinbaugh and Paul Hinrichsen spoke on the illegal sale of tobacco to minors and on a proposal to 
ban smoking in public places. Mr. Hinrichsen spoke on the Tobacco Retailers Permit (TRP) ordinance in 
Riverside County and in bringing the ordinance to Palm Springs. Mr. Hinrichsen asked for the Commission 
to endorse the TRP as it is going to the City Council.  
 Mr. Heinbaugh spoke on protecting the health and well-being of Palm Springs citizens and visitors due 
to second hand smoke. Other cities who have a ban in place show no negative effect to businesses due to 
the ban. A handout of the highlights of the ordinance was passed out to the Commissioners.  
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
2. Clean Cities Coachella Valley Region  
Georgia Seivright reported on Clean Cities program that works with local fleets to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions through the use of alternative fuel vehicles (electric, CNG, Hydrogen). This program also offers 
outreach and education on idle reduction and ways to promote health and wellness through community 
events and their website. Ms. Seivright would like to work with the City to promote education on idle 
reduction. Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
 

C. MEETING MINUTES 
January 16, 2018 Regular Meeting minutes approval: Motion by Commissioner Freedman to approve as 
amended, second by Commissioner Spry and approved by an open vote. 
  

D. RECYCLING REPORT, Gary Calhoun reported on the E-waste and Shredding Recycling event on 
Saturday, February 17, 2018. Over 100 vehicles participated. The next E-Waste and Shredding event will 
be on Saturday, April 21, 2018 and will be held in conjunction with Palm Springs Disposal’s Spring Clean 
Up event. Mr. Calhoun also asked that the Commission discuss options for spending the CalRecycle funds. 
Commissioner Freedman suggested that there be more advertising for the events.   
Comments and questions from the commissioners were presented and discussed.  
 

E. OLD BUSINESS                     
1. Tree and Plaque Dedication Date for Michele Mician – Director Virata stated that the tree dedication 

originally scheduled for February 27th had to be changed. Chair Jackson stated that March 1st would be 
a good date.  

2. Ad Hoc Committee on Film Festival Programs – Chair Jackson reported that Commissioner Futterman and 
Commissioner Gauthier will attend the film festival in Riverside and will report back to the Commission.  

3. Continuing Discussion on Sustainability Priorities, Budget, and Activity Plans for FY 2017-18 and 
beyond.  

a. Green Jobs – Commissioner Goins – No Report 
b. Eco Travel – Commissioner Futterman – No Report 
c. Water Priorities – Commissioner Freedman – with his report on Water 
d. Product Stewardship – Commissioners McCann and Vice Chair Clark – No Report 
e. Leaf Blower Training – Vice Chair Clark and Chair Jackson reported on the status of the Leaf 

Blower brochure for Landscape/Gardener businesses. Should be ready by the summer. 
Comments and questions on the above from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 

 
F. NEW BUSINESS                    

1. Mayor’s Pledge” regarding Milkweeds for Monarchs – Vice Chair Clark made the following: 
Motion: “The Sustainability Commission requests that Mayor Robert Moon take the National Wildlife 
Federation’s Mayor’s Monarch Pledge”.  A Second was made by Commissioner Freedman. Discussion 
followed. Plans are being made to discuss the pledge with the Mayor and Councilperson Kors. The 
motion passed unanimously on an open vote.  

2.  Advertising budget for World Environment Day - Chair Jackson reported on the costs for the World 
Environment Day and the Commission’s support of the cost for the budget. A motion will be added to 
next month’s agenda. Commissioner Spry asked if banners could be put up downtown to support the 
event. Comments and questions on the above from the commissioners were presented and discussed. 
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3. Discussion on Community Gardens Clean-up possible dates and plans. Chair Jackson reported that the 
Gardens may be in need of a clean-up and that an inspection of the garden is needed to see if it needs 
to be cleaned up. Commissioner Spry will work with Commissioner Futterman on the status. More 
awareness and publicity of the Gardens is necessary.  

4. Discussion on a Study Session with City Council Liaison Councilmember Kors. Chair Jackson reported 
that he is working on a meeting with Council Liaison Kors to set up a time to have a study session with 
the Commission. 

 
G. COMMITTEE AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS  

1. Standing Committee on Solar and Green Building - Commissioners Freedman and Goins –  
Commissioner Freedman reported on the Sustainability Workshop at Modernism Week. About 75 
people attended the event. Ways to improve the event for next year will be discussed and presented 
back to the Commission. Commissioner Freedman also reported that he spoke with Dick Burkett, Vice 
Chair of the HSPB, and that Vice Chair Burkett requested that a similar seminar be presented at an 
HSPB event in the spring. Commissioner Freedman also reported on the solar resolution that was 
passed by the City Council.  

2. Standing Committee on Waste Reduction - Commissioners McCann, Spry and Vice Chair Clark –  
Commissioner McCann reported that he spoke at the City Council regarding the C&D ordinance and 
that Council members voted to move forward with the ordinance and that a Council subcommittee 
(Roberts and Middleton) was formed to work on development. 
Vice Chair Clark reported on his progress concerning battery recycling. Battery Solutions has become 
the company he feels would be the best to work with. The program would entail having drop off 
locations for batteries and then once full, the batteries would be shipped to Battery Solutions for 
recycling. He also presented cost estimates for the program.  
Vice Chair Clark also reported on a possible Styrofoam food take out container ban. He contacted 
Senator Allen’s office for more information as to what other cities currently have a ban and the options 
they have for replacing the Styrofoam containers. 
Vice Chair Clark reported on the status of looking at options to spend the CalRecycle monies we 
received for beverage container recycling. Possibilities of places to install containers were also 
discussed. Motion by Commissioner Baker to delegate the decision on ways to spend the money and 
seconded by Commissioner Freedman. Motion passed unanimously on an open vote.  

3. (Standing Committee on Active Transportation) The Ad Hoc Committee on Walkability and Pedestrian 
Planning - Commissioner Wilson reported on the Safe Routes to School and pedestrian planning SCAG 
grants with Director of Engineering Tom Garcia who stated that at this time, no action is being taken but 
to check back with him on a monthly basis to see if any action has taken place. Also, Commissioner 
Wilson reported on the sidewalk gap closures project in the City. He also reported on the road “capacity 
improvement project” (road diet) project currently being discussed at City Council.   

4. Wellness - Commissioner Futterman – No report 
5. Water - Commissioner Freedman reported on the DWA meeting and that the water conservation amount in 

January was 6 ¼ % from the 2013 baseline. The cumulative reduction since June 2016 is at 18%.      
6. Outreach - Commissioner Futterman  - No report 
Comments and questions from the commissioners on the above reports were presented and discussed. 

 
H. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS -  

Chair Jackson reported that CV Link Grand Opening is Friday, February23rd.   
 
I. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:28 PM by a motion from 

Commissioner Gauthier and seconded by Commissioner McCann and approved by a unanimous vote. They 
adjourned to the Regular Meeting to be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 20, 2018 in the Large 
Conference Room at the Palm Springs City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s regular meeting schedule 
is at 5 p.m. the third Tuesday each month except August unless otherwise noted or amended.  

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jay Virata, Director of Community and Economic Development, For the Office of Sustainability 


