
Sustainability Commission 
 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 MINUTES 
 

 
Tuesday, February 17, 2015, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
FLAG SALUTE: The flag salute was done by Commissioner Lazar. 
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs 
Sustainability Commission.   
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician.  A 
motion to approve the agenda was initiated by Vice Chair Wilson and Commissioner Birnberg 
seconded the motion.  All Approved. 
 
       Present    FY 2014/2015 FY 2014/2015 

  This Meeting     to Date   Excused Absences    Unexcused Absences 
Brett Klein, Chair  X          42                     
Thom Bettinger X          31   
Joe Jackson X          22          
Grant Wilson X          25    
Mark Polischak X          20 
Victor Yepello X          17                   2               
Travis Armstrong X          19 
Michael Birnberg X 8  
Orlando Gotay X 8 
Tara Lazar X 8 
Nate Otto E 7  1 
 
X = Present 
L = Late 
E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
U = did not notify of absence 
    
CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability 
            Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator   
 
CITY MANAGER AND ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER REPORTS 
 

• No Report 
   
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the 
Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject 
matter within jurisdiction of the City. Although the Sustainability Commission values your 



comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on 
the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for each speaker. 
 

• Mr. John Allred, a representative for On Site Waste Solutions, stated they specialize in 
manufacturing compactors for waste food diversion in the food industry.  The 
compactors solve the problems with increasing cost of hauling, cleanliness, smell and 
pest control from food waste. 

• Mr. Allred stated the compactors are designed to minimize waste and what is left is 
used for recycling, thus being a greener solution. 

• Manager Mician stated CVAG is working valley wide to deal with the upcoming 
implementation of AB 1826. 
  

A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS                (5 MINUTES) 
• No Welcomes and Introductions 

  
B. MEETING MINUTES                   (5 MINUTES) 
There was no Minutes presented to the Commission and the Minutes’ approval will be tabled until 
the March 2015 Meeting. 
 
C. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION LAISON REPORT -  Travis Armstrong 

• Commissioner Armstrong reported the Parks and Recreation Commission is working 
with the placement of the Recycling Bins, which the Sustainability Department 
purchased. 
 

D. PRESENTATIONS       (35 MINUTES) 
1. 2015 California Desert Conservation and Recreation Act - Matt Jatovsky, Wilderness 

Society, Field Representative 
• Mr. Jatovsky provided the Commission the goals and details of the 2015 California 

Desert Conservation and Recreation Act campaign, which incorporate 1.6 million acres 
of desert habitat.  The Act will promote preservation of the environment and encourage 
outdoor activities, thus promoting health and wellness. 

• Mr. Jatovsky is seeking the support from the City of Palm Springs. 
2. World Environment Day - Jennifer Futterman, California Regional Environmental 

Education Community (CREEC) 
• Ms. Futterman reported the third annual World Environment Day will be held on June 

5, 2015 at the Palm Springs Pavilion.  She reported last year’s event was small due to 
the lack of advertisement.  

• Ms. Futterman would like the assistance of the Sustainability Commission and 
Department with branding and growing the event through advertisement and monetary 
assistance. 

• Commissioner Gotay inquired which other City Departments are assisting with the 
event and level of contributions.  Diana Shay, Redevelopment Coordinator, stated the 
Parks and Recreation Department provides space and staff time for set up and clean up 
and she provides volunteer time. 

3.  Tree Inventory and Urban Forestry Management Plan - Keith Hennig, Arbor Pro 
• Mr. Hennig reported Arbor Pro is completing the Urban Forestry Master Plan, which is 

presently on draft form. 
• Mr. Hennig provided an electronic presentation of the software application.  The 

application will provide inventory of existing City owned trees, possible new sites 
where new trees can be planted, maintenance recommendation and provide the type and 



health condition of individual trees. 
 

E. RECYCLING REPORT         (5 MINUTES) 
1. February 28, 2015 Shredding and E Waste and Used Tire Event 
• Coordinator Calhoun reported the next Shredding and EWaste will be held on February 

28th and will include Tire Recycling, paid by CVAG. 
• Coordinator Calhoun reported he will be visiting all small retail merchant in Palm 

Springs, offering assistance with the Bag Ordinance. 
2. AB 1826 Food Waste Policy and Compliance Plan 
• Manager Mician reported AB 1826 is being discussed at CVAG. 

 
F. SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER’S REPORT    (40 MINUTES) 

1. 2015-16 Budget Review 
• Manager Mician provided the initial draft budget report for Fiscal Year 15-16.  It has 

not been approved but wanted to obtain any feedback/recommendations for other 
allocation the subcommittees would like.  Manager Mician stated Commissioner can 
provide recommendations but do not have the authority on how to appropriate funds. 

2. Sustainability Master Plan Status 
• Manager Mician reported the meetings were held on January 28th.  The first meeting 

was with Commission and Community stakeholders.  The second was with City 
Department Heads. 

3. Zero Emission Vehicle Grant Application 
• Manager Mician submitted a new grant for Remote On-line Monitoring. 
• Manager Mician reported if approved, it will enable the City to monitor the usage of 

the EV infrastructure. 
4. Local Food Production: Community Garden and Orchard Projects Funding 
• Manager Mician provided the Commission a map of the new Chelsea Clinton Orchard. 

5. Outreach Campaigns and Mailers on Water Matters and Choose to Reuse 
• Manager Mician reported mailers were sent to the hotels in regards to the Bag 

Ordinance. 
• Manager Mician also reported mailers were sent to restaurants regarding the Water 

Conservation Ordinance. 
6. AB 811 Programs Update: Ygrene and HERO 
• Manager Mician reported letters with the City logo were sent to Palm Springs residents 

regarding the PACE programs provided by Ygene and HERO. 
7. Healthy Planet Healthy You Program Update 
• Manager Mician advised she will electronically provide the Commission the results of 

the Healthy Planet, Healthy You Program. 
I. Results of Clinton Day of Action on January 25, 2015 

• Manager Mician reported the event was well attended.  The Commission 
provided 23 donated bicycles and 50 safety helmets. 

• Chair Klein stated the event became more of a Community Day due to the large 
participation from the local residents. 

II. Cycledelic April 30, 2015 
• Manager Mician reported planning has already begun for the next Cycledelic 

Event. 
 
 

G. OLD BUSINESS                           (5 MINUTES) 
1. Single Use Plastic Bag Ban Impact on Small Merchants, Commissioner Bettinger 



• Commissioner Bettinger stated he has no additional comments. 
2. Proposed Solar Collector Regulations Zoning Text Amendments, Commissioner Wilson 

RECOMMENDATION: ADOPT THE SOLAR COLLECTOR ZONING TEXT 
AMENDMENT AS PRESENTED 
 

     A motion to vote was initiated by Commissioner Wilson 
 Commissioner Yepello seconded the motion. 
 All approved. 

 
• Commissioner Wilson reported there are no changes since last month presentation.  He 

welcomes any recommendations from Commission before it is presented to the 
Planning Commission. 

• Director Flyn Fagg reported he will present both Version 1.0 and the more inclusive 
Version 2.0 to the Planning Commission during their March 2015 Meeting. 
 

H.  NEW BUSINESS                       (5 MINUTES) 
No New Business 
 

I. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS                               (10 MINUTES)
   

1. Education Subcommittee, Commissioner Birnberg and Lazar 
• No Report 

2. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Commissioner Wilson and Otto 
• Commissioner Wilson has no new report other than they have been working with 

Building and Safety Department to acquire additional staff. 
3. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Commissioner Polischak 
• Commissioner Polischak reported he has been working with Kate Castle and Joy 

Brown Meredith to provide outreach for Mainstreet Merchants. 
• Commissioner Polischak reported he has been working with Commissioner Birnberg 

on the possibility of incorporating Waste No Food to assist FIND Food Bank. 
4. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Gotay 
• Commissioner Gotay reported he continues to communicate with community leaders 

regarding water conservation. 
5. Wellness Subcommittee, Vice Chair Jackson 
• Vice Chair Jackson provided the Commission the Subcommittee’s proposed walking 

initiative.  He stated he will be working with the Planning Department to create a 
walking survey of the City. 

6. Non-Motorized Transportation Subcommittee, Chair Klein and Commissioner Yepello 
• Chair Klein reported there will be an “all day” Bike Demonstration on February 26th by 

B Cycle. 
 

J. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS                                            (5 MINUTES) 
• Commissioner Lazar commented waste compactors are great but may have issues due 

to the limited area provided to restaurants for overall waste disposal.  She also 
suggested PSDS to randomly audit residents and businesses with their recycling and 
award those that do it correctly. 

• Commissioner Grant commented he recently read that per capita, Palm Springs has the 
lowest wattage usage in the Coachella Valley. 

• Chair Klein wanted to thank all the volunteers that helped during the Tour de Palm 
Springs. 



 
 

K. ADJOURMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:22 P.M. 
Chair Klein motion to adjourn. All approved. They will adjourn to the Regular Meeting which 
will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 17, 2015 in the Large Conference Room at City 
Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s normal meeting schedule is at 5 P.M. on the third 
Tuesday of every month except August unless otherwise noted or amended.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Michele Mician, Manager  
Office of Sustainability 
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