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 MINUTES 
                                              Regular Meeting 
  

Tuesday, March 19, 2013, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 
Michele Mician lead the Flag Salute. 

 
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for the March 19, 2013 Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability 
Commission.  All commissioners in attendance were present. 
 
                   Present  FY 2011/2012  FY 2011/2012   

        This Meeting           To Date   Excused Absences     Unexcused Absences 
Brett Klein, Chair  x 20                      
Thom Bettinger x 9 
Kate Castle x 12 2 
Michael Harris x 15                       5  
Paul J. McCreesh x 14 
Joe Jackson x 3 
Grant Wilson x 3    
Staci Schafer, Vice-Chair              x       16 4 
 
X = Present 
L = Late 
E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
U = Did not notify of absence 
       
CITY STAFF PRESENT:     Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability  
    Jennifer Henning, Special Projects 

Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator   
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA:  
ACTION:  Approve Sustainability Commission Agenda for Regular Meeting of Tuesday, March 19, 2013. Vice Chair 
Schafer made a motion to approve the agenda with a second from Commissioner Bettinger.  No changes were made to 
the agenda and it was approved as presented.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
There were no public comments other than the ones on the agenda.  Chair Klein closed public comments.  
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 
There were no City Manager comments.    
 

A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS                   
   

B. PRESENTATIONS- 1.Parks & Recreation Commission Updates -dog waste stations - Tim Scott & Vic 
Yepello -Primary issue of concern is bike infrastructure which Vic will address later. The other topic to discuss 
is the dog waste issue. The dog waste endeavor has been in circulation for two years now.  Tim provided some 
history and three years ago the dog park behind City Hall was the only dog park available.  Now the dog park is 
one of several parks you can utilize as long as the pet is on a leash.  The issue that needs to be addressed is 
that not all dog parks have a waste stations and that presents a problem.   After discussing this matter Chair 
Klein, Tim composed a memo and submitted it to Chair Klein prior to the meeting.  Chair Klein advised he as 
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unable to open and to please address the matter with the committee so it can be placed on the agenda for 
future discussion.  

 
In a nut shell the Parks and Recreation approved the waste stations for the parks about 18 months ago and it 
seemed that the City had funds to support it and then it just expired.   This matter was re-addressed with a 
memo and in affect approved one waste station at the Bocce Court Park which is located at Gene Audrey and 
Vista Chino.  The dog waste systems are about $250.00 for each which totals to around $3,000.00 to 
$4,000.00, plus installation if all parks are covered.  Tim suggested Public Works could install the waste 
receipicals to expedite the process.   Tim wants to set a budget for the biodegradable bags which he guesses 
will be $500.00 to $1,000.00 per year.  The approved locations are Frances Stevens Park, Baristo Park, Ruth 
Hardy, James O’Jesse (north end of town), Wellness Park and three in Demuth Park.   Chair Klein explained 
they have discussed various areas such as health and wellness, bike, dog waste and making our parks more 
useful and the dog waste is an issue.  Chair Klein asked Tim what stumbling blocks are there so the 
commission can be on the same page as the Park & Recreation Department.  Has the sub-committee and/or 
managers with Park & Recreation explained why it has not move forward?  Tim indicated when it was brought 
to the sub-committee it was during a bad fiscal year and it was never addressed after that.   Vikki Oltean was 
away at the time and Councilwoman Ginny Foat mentioned the “City has money for that”.  Tim added a 
resolution was submitted but funding was a major factor and it was never addressed again.   Chair Klein asked 
if the resolution had been adopted by the City Council and had a “Receive and File” been put into place.  Tim 
advised the committee he wasn’t sure but who would object to placing dog waste box in the park.   
 
Mician advised many of the Neighborhood Associations are adopting a dog park and volunteers of the 
association will replace the bags.  This is a pilot program going on right now and eventually others will follow. 
Mician mentioned recycling could probably help with the bags.   Also, it was asked to move this discussion to 
new business for further review.  Commissioner Schafer stated this is a fundamental concern and not a 
sustainability committee material.   Commissioner Schafer wanted to know why funds are not being used under 
the Park & Recreation budget for this. Commission Schafer stated when she conducted research on 
biodegradable bag they were not recommended for dog waste.   She stated she doesn’t see how this classifies 
as a sustainable project but more of a health issue.  Commission Schafer suggested a grant and perhaps 
Michele could assist with that.  Chair Klein asked if there was a sub committee.  Tim stated there is under Park 
Improvement but they do report to the Parks & Recreation.  And Tim suggested this would fall under that but 
they have done all the work and the current issue is just needs run through the cycle.   There is a purview that 
we are not currently active in and that is downtown Village Fest is separate. Public works would just do the work 
per the council.  Mician recommend the broad request regular reporting and that is something to keep in mind 
and getting information has been difficult to obtain.     
 
Chair Klein asked if lighting and improvements under that division for downtown.   Perhaps to change out the 
light to LED lights.  Tim stated he believes the lighting would be done by public works as per council.   Mician 
recommend that the board start requesting reports from their liaison representative. The report will focus on the 
things that affect the Parks & Recreation.  And to ask the committee to supply any lighting and improvements or 
anything of that nature.  Chair Klein brought up Chevron because they are meeting tomorrow and its to lay the 
ground work for the downtown area for lighting and holiday light and other components  and this information can 
be provided by you liaison with vital information to support your request.  Commissioner Schafer asked who the 
liaison is.   Vicky Oltean is the liaison.  Commissioner Schafer asked the director is the staff’s liaison?   Tim 
advised five years ago there were three staff members who attended the meetings.  But do to budget cuts there 
is only one now.   Chair Klein advised the committee to review the information and make sure it is with their 
purview or not.   Further discussion will be held.  Other things presented included the relationship with Parks & 
Recreation and to see if we can support them in anyway.  Commissioner Wilson wanted to know when we could 
address the dog waste issue either now or under new business.   Mician explain under new business it is 
normally an action item such as forming a subcommittee, a study group or a request for funding; but now would 
be a great time since all commissioners are present.  Commissioner Wilson asked how dog waste is disposed 
of.  His past experience suggested it goes into the standard garbage and it can not be composted.  This raises 
the question if the biodegrade bags are needed.  He has seen plastic bags donated from people who will never 
use them and the waste is placed in a canister. Chari Klien advised Time to research other cities like West 
Hollywood to see what type of funding was received and any other research to help with funding and 
implementation guidelines you can incorporate to meet the need in the city. Also, you can provide and direct 
staff for the funding and be successful at it too.   Commissioner Bettinger stated that what Commissioner Wilson 
stated echo’s along the same lines as Commissioner Schafer that compost and/or biodegradable bags only 
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work under certain conditions.  If it is just going in the trash then it may not be the right conditions.   There is a 
cost factor if the bags cost more than the actual effects.  Mician recommended if you want to form a 
subcommittee and their subcommittee could research the latest information.   
 
Bicycle results from the meeting with Green Octopus on bring a Bike Friendly Community.  After the 
presentation by April Economides we know this is doable but the ground work needs to be laid first.   That 
would involve bike racks and we need a lot of them, infrastructure improvements downtown by placing bike 
corrals, and perhaps looking at the new village being constructed.  And offer bike valet at our different events.   
Commissioner Schafer asked, what is a bike corral?  It is a place where you can house a lot of bikes on an A 
frame and you tie up your bike while you shop.   The corral can hold about 100 bikes in a very small area.   By 
doing so this will make our downtown cycle friendly.  We need to identify our first steps and make sure it is done 
right the first time by installing the bike lanes, green lanes, share the road arrow and a green lane on Palm 
Canyon.  The next step would be to get the buy in from the uptown and downtown merchants.  La Plaza 
merchants really do not want to give up their parking spaces.   The parking spaces are mainly used by the store 
owners and their employees.   April teaches the bike friendly district will increase their businesses.   Some ideas 
presented were a Bike Saturday discount and save on bike parking verses car parking.  This issue will be 
discussed at our April 24, 2013 meeting with April.  She is going to help us facility a discussion so we can move 
forward with the Bike Friendly District.  Victor did volunteer to assist with all of the leg work but after June.  We 
will need to create flyers, brochures and make point of contact with each merchant in order to be successful.  It 
is wrong to legislate a green lane down Palm Canyon without notify the merchants on how the merchants 
businesses will benefit from the Bike Friendly District.   Going forward we need to always keep the biking 
community in mind for example a two way highway on Indian Canyon.  

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
      
 February 19, 2013, Regular Meeting- Chair Klein made a motion to approve the minutes with a second 

from Commissioner Shafer.  The minutes were approved by all commissioners in attendance.   
 

C. REPORTS FROM STAFF LIAISONS  
                  

1. Bike Rack Purchase and Artist Bike Rack RFP - Jennifer Henning, Staff- Bike rack purchases. 
Jennifer has been in contact with DERO Bike Rack Company which Long Beach used for their bike 
racks.  The design is based on the feedback received at the Main Street meeting.   The two designed 
provided on the handout should be used first and then we can upgrade at a later date.  The bike rack 
with the city logo in the wheel is $800.00 plus tax & shipping.  The Hitch with city logo is $500.00 plus 
tax & shipping.   To order both the total is $1,603.66 excluding tax and shipping.  Once approved DERO 
could have them ready in six weeks.   The representative has not gotten back with Jennifer regarding a 
price reduction if ordered in bulk.  If we order five at a time a price break is given.  Jennifer advised to 
wait for price breakdown before ordering because we may want to order five or six at one time.  The 
extra bike racks will be place on additional City owned properties. Chair Klein did mention the two 
locations that are city owned and have concrete slabs which the new bike racks would replace.  One 
location is Alicante & Peabody and in from of Crystal Fantasy & NYPD.  Chair Klein suggested once the 
pricing has been provided to submit the proposal over to Michele and she will forward the invoice to the 
commissioners prior to the next meeting.  Chair Klein added funding has been approved and available.  
Chair Klein indicated the Main Street Committee was very specific in having two designs.  And when 
there is an event we could display one of the bike racks.  The color suggestion is burnt orange and 
bright blue.   We want to be dignified and noticeable.  Mician mentioned to Jennifer the yellow and blue 
are in our city seal.  Commissioner Castle and many others agreed. Chair Klein advised they may use 
three different colors on the bike racks.   Commissioner Bettinger asked how many bikes can be 
secured at each bike rack.    Jennifer indicated the hitching post can hold four and the bike rack can 
hold four to six bikes.  Jennifer added they are going to select five designed bike racks from the RFP 
submissions.  Once the submissions received we may find the perfect rack so a specified location 
either uptown or downtown.  If that occurs we can submit the design to the Main Street Committee for 
approval to be installed at XYZ location.   We will not know that until we receive the submissions.  
Commissioner Shafer asked when are the submissions do?  Jennifer advised May 5, 2013 at 5:00PM 
and all submissions will be digital so no paper copies will be needed.   Chair Klein indicated the review 
panel would include the Sustainability Commission, Parks & Recreation, Public Arts and Main Street.   
Jennifer informed the committee that on May 10, 2013 a tentative review panel meeting has been 
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scheduled.  The judging will be done electronically.  Chair Klein stated the idea is to have eight to 
twelve bike racks in place.  The number of bike racks to be installed prior to Bike Month.   And the art 
selected racks will follow soon after.  This does not include any items return to the commission and 
under Measure J which is for traditional bike racks.  Jennifer advised at the meeting the commission 
approved to support project inspirational wasteland art exhibit at the Palm Springs Library in April.  
Jennifer requested support from two commissioners to be involved in the judging process.  The 
submission deadline is March 23, 2013 at 5:00 PM.  The two commissioners who volunteered were 
Commissioner McCreesh and Commissioner Wilson.  The judging is being done electronically and 
Jennifer will send an email with the details the judging.  The judging will begin on March 28, 2013 
through April 2, 2013.  The actual celebration ceremony will be held on Saturday April 6, 2013 at 1:30-
2:30 PM locate at the Palm Springs Library.  

 
2. Mayor's HPHY Event update - Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager – We have over 60 runners 

registered and this is high, lots of vendors and the wellness expo is being advertised separately.  Our 
major headline sponsor is Desert Regional and the Mayor has already raised about a half million dollars 
so far.  They are working closely with Clinton Foundation.   The new rack cards are available.   Each 
runner will receive a Tap It bottle and a Chico bags.  The Chico bags were designed by Mician and 
Commissioner Castle.  The bags are 99% recycle material and a great educational piece, it markets our 
commission, website, Palm Springs and it promotes bring your own bag.  We anticipate 600 plus 
runners and we are thinking of doing a Bike Valet which is being discussed with Brighthaus and J 
Hocker & Associates to help organize and get it together.  Chair Klein advised Mician to have the 
Brighthaus and/or J. Hocker companies contact Palm Springs Cycling because they purchased a few 
bike valets for their Celebration Ceremony.  They have multiplies and they would be the point of contact 
for that.   And perhaps we can borrow or use them during this event.  Commissioner Bettinger stated he 
noticed the first race states at 7:30 AM?  And the Wellness Festival begins at 7:30 am. Mician advised 
yes and pre-registration begins at 6:30 AM.  There will be activities that begin at 6:00 AM.  The festival 
will conclude at 11:30 AM do to last year heat wave. Commissioner Shafer asked will there be more 
signs.  Mician stated yes there will be more signage and we are working with Klein & Clark Sports, Inc. 
to obtain signage and routing duties.  Gary has done a great job with the water stops, we have the 
Kiwanis, Girl Scouts, and a Bank of America.  Gary asked if the misters company has come on board.  
Mician advised they committed but we need to follow up with them.  The misting system could cool off 
the runners.  Commissioner Shafer asked where the misters would be.  Gary stated that is up to the 
project committees.  Commissioner Bettinger asked if the pre-race dinner was open to just runners or to 
anyone.  Mician advised the dinner is available to anyone who would like to have a good health meal.   
It is April 19, 2013 and starting at 4:00PM- 7:00PM and the cost is $12.00.  The Rotary is sponsoring 
that and all proceeds will go towards the Rotary High School Group. Chair Klein asked which locations 
for Nicolonio’s?  Michele stated the Palm Springs location only.  And packet pick up will be available at 
Nicolino’s on that day as well.   We will set up the night before and we hope the transition will go 
smoothly as the Clinton Foundation takes it over for next year.   Next year the race will not be in April 
but in January per Mician. Commissioner Castle stated April 20, 2013 is the City’s 75th Anniversary and 
there will be additional activities following the Mayor’s Race and Wellness Festival.  Commissioner 
Shafer asked do we have enough volunteers.  Mician advise we need more volunteers.  If you know of 
any volunteers please let them know we need them.  

 
3. Ribbon Cutting for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations- Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager- 

We received two grants one from Reconnect California and we now have 10 EV stations already 
installed. If you would like to look at them they are J1772 stations and are wonderful.  Mician advised 
she has used several different stations and she indicated the EV stations are now a reality and real.   
Two are at CVAG across the way, two at City Hall, one at Fleet, two at the downtown parking garage, 
one at the I hub escalator campus, one at the Palm Springs Airport, and one at the Palm Springs 
Library.   Six additional public EV stations will be installed in shopping malls and other public places too.  
Paperwork has been issued for matching funds for business that are willing to share in the cost.   We 
would pay for one and they would pay for one.  This was presented to the Historical Preservation Board 
by Craig Ewing and Mician created the package for him.   Chair Klein asked is there a list and when will 
we see a press release. Chair Klein as well as other Commissioner are being asked where the EV 
stations are located.    Mician advise she is working with the City Manager and the PIO on the press 
release right now.   Mician indicated more signage is need before the ribbon cutting can proceed.  The 
work order will take one to two weeks and it would be so much nicer when the ribbon ceremony begins 
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to have all signage up.   The ribbon ceremony should be in a few weeks along she just needs to make 
sure the City Council can attend too.   The next six will go up by the summer.   Commissioner Shafer 
asked is anything on the website about the EV Stations.   Mician advised no not yet.  Mician stated she 
will map them and place them on the website because they will be doing some adoption of resolution to 
ensure the limited parking time as well as electric only parking.   The information provided will appear 
on the signage too.   The blue signs will be up and then Mician will present the resolution to City 
Council in April for approval.  Commissioner Shafer stated she is not sure about the resolution but is the 
coming from general fund and what is the cost for the EV stations and will a credit card machines 
available?   Mician advised due to the grant funding there is no charge at the locations.   To fully charge 
an electric vehicle cost about $2.00 per day. Commissioner Shafer stated so the City is paying for 
current (Free) charges.   Mician advised for now all charging done on the EV Charging stations will go 
on our meter for Municipal Cogent Plan   Commissioner Castle asked is it free for one year or for the 
duration of the station? Mician advised for however long they are there but eventually we can add some 
type of payment plan.  For the additional station they will remain fee but payment option can be added 
just as well.   Mician advised the commission when a fee is implemented it doesn’t encourage people to 
use the stations. For the industry as a whole free charging will increase awareness and boost 
momentum is what they have found.  

 
4. Recycling Update - Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator- Briefly Gary advised he has been in 

contact with the building department to see if anything decision had been made on AB341 and they 
asked him to wait for the new building director.   The new building direct is on staff now and a meeting 
is scheduled for Thursday morning, March 21, 2013.  His name is Jim Zacarro.  Currently we are 
working with two locations downtown which are Zin Restaurant and the All American Restaurant and 
with many locations downtown have old building stock and they will use tooters which will be put out 
and taken it.  Ewaste & Shredding Event on April 27, 2013 from 7:30 AM – 1:00 PM at Lowe’s and the 
Spring Clean Up will be April15-19.  This is when a resident can place two items out by the curb and 
PSDS will discard the items for them free of charge.  On April 20, 2013 Palm Springs Disposal will 
place a recital behind City Hall for items to be disguarded at no charge. Commissioner Bettinger asked 
how does that work for HOA. Gary stated the HOA would contact the PSDS department let them the 
number or residents involved and the company will provide the recepitcal for the items.  Commissioner 
Shafer asked if an electronic notification of such events be provided? Gary mentioned the HOA are 
unable to receive but the information is placed in the monthly newsletter, closed circuit television, and 
make an announcement perhaps at PZNIC.    Commissioner Schafer stated she doesn’t receive 
newsletters now that she has gone paperless.  Mician said the information is on the city’s website, city 
calendar, bookmarked, and perhaps Vick Gainer HOA President Council.  Commission Shafer has 
requested the commissioner received an electronic notice of all events for they are aware of the all 
upcoming events.  We are still building collection for batteries, fluorescent bulb or any other e-waste 
item from business and they make sure it gets recycled.  Used oil & oil filer recycling event is Sunday, 
March 24. 2013 at Auto Zone 1717 East Vista Chino, Palm Springs, CA 92262 from 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 
and it is well attended.   The company HF & H were contracted by CVAG to handle that type of event 
and they do an excellent job.  They bring in radio station and there are a lot of activities.  Chair Klein is 
this to just fur residents? Gary advised it is for anyone throughout the Coachella Valley. Commissioner 
Wilson asked is it just motor oil only or other automotive fluids too?  Its intent is to be motor oil only but 
if you bring antifreeze we will not turn you away.   Mician advised that the drawing was done by children 
who entered a drawing contest and they win prize as well.  Commissioner Shafer state she thinks it is 
for five years?  Mician states she believes the AQMD did not set a limit and it was up to the municipality 
to make the decision.  The reconnect grant was them to be free for a period of time to simulate the 
electric vehicle economy and without the charging stations to kick off the EV’s it will not work.  
Commissioner Bettinger brought of Face Book and requested the EV station locations. Mician advise 
she will send the list over the commissioners so they can address people interested in the charging 
stations. And the JPE list can be posted.  She did direct them to Clean Cities Coachella Valley website 
at http://www.c3vr.org.  Chair Klein asked Michele if there was anything else and she replied now that is 
all I got.  

 
D. NEW BUSINESS 
                                

1. Dog Waste Stations: Sub-committee study group and request for funding discussion-Chair Klein 
advise he could take this on but if someone else would like to work on it to, please let him know.  Chair 
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Klein removed this item from today’s agenda but will discuss it in April.   Chair Klein & Vice-Chair 
Shafer will review and comply additional fact finding information  which will presented at our next 
committee meeting in April 

2. Bag Monster: PSA request for funding; Commissioner Castle thanked the commission for their 
continued support with the transition from plastic bags to reusable bags.  Commissioner Castle and a 
file crew from Seattle, Washington worked a movie to support the Bag Monster. She is requesting 
funding to off-set some of the cost?  Specifically for housing the crew.  Commissioner Bettinger wanted 
to commend Commissioner Castle in her effects all through her networking connections. Chair Klein 
asked if the requested $1,000.00 would cover the expenses she had incurred.  Commissioner Castle 
advised she feels the expenses will not exceed the amount requested.  And she is working diligently to 
ensure it doesn’t exceed the requested amount.  

i. MOTION: To approve funding of up to $1,000.00 for costs associated with the lodging of 
production crew and on-going publicity of bag monster project.  Commission Caste motioned to 
approve funding not to exceed $1,000.00 for the PSA and seconded by Commissioner 
Bettinger.  The motion was approved and pasted by all commissioners in attendance.  Chair 
Klein advised Commissioner Castle to submit her receipts to Michele and staff for 
reimbursement for payment.  

 
E.    OLD BUSINESS                     

1. Leaf Blower Sub-committee, Commissioner McCreesh- The study session was done was 
completed two weeks ago and with Michele Mician efforts we had 30 attendees show up.   The 
participants where very cooperative and provided excellent feedback to the sub-committee in a positive 
way.  Although 22 cities have already have the band in place it has come to our attention that Palm 
Springs has tremendous weather conditions that were overlooked and do not apply to our city.  And it 
would be a disservice to our landscapers because they will not be able to provide the quality of service 
they provided right now.  We explored buy back program to buy back the gas for electric blowers.  What 
we found out was the electric blowers are good for residential but they are not commercial grade.  And 
the electric blower would not have the longevity as the gas blower. Within the next five to ten years the 
battery blowers will be available.  New blowers have a lower grade density and that will help with 
emissions and noisy. Consensus is to not have a band on the gas blowers and in time we will move that 
way.  Commissioner Bettinger commended the sub-committee efforts while utilizing change 
management by taking the stakeholders group and integrated their feedback it into their study to make 
the best decision necessary.   Chair Klein asked what is needed to close or recommend to council at 
this point. Mician stated she has forward the meeting minutes to city manager who has requested and if 
there is no recommendation from the sub-committee then there is no ordinance to bring to Council.  
Originally City Council requested the Commission to form a sub-committee to look at the issue see if it 
was viable and the result was no it wasn’t.   They would expect for an ordinance to bring if it was viable.  
Chair Klein asked Mician to forward the meeting minutes to Council member Al Lumen and Hutchinson.  
Commission Shafer wanted a copy of the minutes sent to Council Woman Foy who brought this to the 
Sustainability Commission.  Also commission Shafer thanked Paul and the sub-committee for their in 
depth report as well.  Mician also thanked Alberto Gradilla for translating the session due to the majority 
being Spanish speaking.  Commissioner Grant asked has the sub-committee essentially closed the 
study session.  Chair Klein stated the purpose of this was to see where it would go and until there are 
more options for the purpose of the commission then part of the sub-committee is closed unless we see 
fit to keep it open.   Commissioner McCreesh stated he agrees it should be closed even though it is not 
where he wanted it to go but we are where we need to be at this time.   Commissioner Grant state he 
appreciated all the efforts gone into this and he has gravel in front of his house and he can rake it. He 
stated he can not use a regular rake but he can use a straw rake and at his place of employment the 
gas blower used cause a toxic fume.  The fume lingers and I feel compassion for the people who use 
the blowers, but they have to inhale that if they are not wearing a mask.  And Commissioner Grant 
thinks it is unfortunate due to the pollution given off by the gas blowers. And he understands the sub-
commissions decision.   Commissioner Bettinger commented this could not be an all or nothing thing 
maybe we can look small businesses and homeowner who want to convert from gas to electric blowers.   
And perhaps the ordinance is closed but there may be some things that contributes to the health and 
wellness that can be supported by a smaller scale incentive program.   Mician stated perhaps the sub-
committee can review that and the study session gave us the opportunity to look at the specific buy in 
from the community and we found out that there wasn’t going to work.  Commissioner McCreesh 
explained the research on the homeowner was most homeowners have an electric blower already and 
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they do not typically buy the gas blowers.  The buy back program was to exchange the gas blower for 
an electric blower.  Commissioner Shafer advised AQMD has an incentive program established for that 
already.   Commissioner McCreesh stated along with Mician that AQMD program offers to go from and 
older model gas blower to a new one.   McCreesh addressed the gravel and some homeowner’s have 
gravel and others have a sidewalk full of gravel that would be hard to maintain with a rake.   
Commissioner Grant asked what did people do before there were gas leaf blowers which can about in 
the early 90’s.  Commissioner Shafer stated the landscapers know how to maintain the grounds.  Chair 
Klein agreed that is upsetting but he would like for the sub-committee to meet one more time to decide 
if they want to proceed or not.  Commissioner Shafer suggested they revisit the study and make a 1-3 
plan and provide their feedback at our next meeting.   Commissioner Jackson stated although the band 
ordinance not pasted the study session did not address the health issues.  The electric blower is still 
going to blow the particulates into the air and other Allegan.  Commissioner Jackson suggested the 
sub-committee look for an overall solution to the health issues this time.    

 
2. Plastic Bag Sub-committee, Commissioner Castle- Commissioner Castle turns it over to Tom 

Bettinger to speak on this subject on her behalf.  Commissioner Bettinger the plastic bag sub-
committee meeting is Thursday, March 28, 2013 it is geared to the Grocers but anyone is welcome to 
attend.   There were some large companies but they wanted to discuss the subject with smaller 
independent companies.  They discussed the different visual aids to be used at the study session.  The 
attendance will not be as large as the Leaf Blower session.  They projected there may be 10-15 people 
in attendance. Mician stated they have six people who have R.S.V. P. for the session.   They are 
looking forward to the feedback so they can make a decision.   As you know there is a new bill 
submitted to the Senate which we are kind of bird-dogging to keep track of the verbiage used so the 
proposal remains in parameters of that language.  A Commissioner Castle continues her out reach by 
keeping in touch with San Jose about certain issues not involving the public but geared more with their 
City Council.   This way we keep our eye out for potential speed bumps along the way.    The library 
survey was distributed to all commissioners and there were not questions so Commissioner Castle 
thanked everyone for their support.   Commissioner Castle did advise everyone that “The Bag Monster 
will appear at different times throughout the City”. 

 
3. Wellness Sub-Committee, Commissioner Jackson-   Jackson stated Mician has secured a date and 

time that works with the City Council schedule.  The meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 23, 2013 
from 4:30-5:30 in the Economics Development small conference room.    

4. Chevron update, Chair Klein –Chair Klein tabled this until our next meeting on Tuesday, April 16, 
2013 and Council will discuss it further on Thursday, March 21, 2013. 

5. Non-Motorized Transportation, Chair Klein- Chair Klein tabled this until our next meeting on 
Tuesday, April 16, 2013 

i. Bicycle Friendly Business District (BFBD) planning meeting   
6. 2013 Commission Retreat, Sunday, March 24th, Desert AIDS Project-Chair Klein advise Mician will 

provide direction to all commissioner later today via email.  Mician encourage all commissioners to 
check there in box for the forms submit by the facilitor to complete prior to the Summit Retreat.  

i. Directions and logistics-  
ii. Time: 10:00 a.m.to 4:30 p.m. 

7. Budget Planning 2013-14, Michele Mician, Sustainability Manager- Mician advised this is round two 
in the budget process and there is some bad new.   Public Art, Recycling and Admistrative support and 
will be referred to as Fixed and Permante.  The 125 fund is stable and we do not have to go through 
that one.  The 125 fund pays Gary and works with the recycling project and programs offered.  Fund 
149 is Air Quality and is a stable account and no further discussion is needed.   The important fund that 
must be address is Fund 138 regarding the Claw back decision.  We will discuss operating expense 
and any fixed and proposed projects.  The cash available now in Fund 138 is 758,000.00 and the 
projected additional revenue for the year which ends in June is $237,000.00 beginning July 1, 2013.  So 
our cash total for the year is $995,000.00 and we have budgeted for $953,000.00.   The fund balance 
like a saving account only has $42, 000.00 for the upcoming year.  Why is there a change in our fund 
balance?  The reason is we had a promissory note from the government related to redevelopment for 
the Jackie Lee Houston Plaza in front of the Convention Center to build this desert landscape and it 
was to be repaid back to the fund based on the promissory note.  Due to the State of California who 
issued this “Claw Back Provision”.  The claw back eliminated all redevelopment in the state and took 
that funding away for that.   As of now we will not get that money back for now.  We have an opportunity 
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to possible re-coop the funds in 2015 and about 1.1 million dollars has been take due to the Claw Back 
Provision.   And it will not be coming back to the Sustainability Fund.  How do we fix that?   Mician re 
did the budget to ensure we stated within our revenue budget for the upcoming year due to the Claw 
Back Provision already put into place by the government.     What do we do for the rest of the year?  
Fiscal responsibility is the key!  This means when we the Commission as well as Mician are looking at 
projects we need to really stay within our revenue budget.   Our annual expected revenue from our 
agreement with our franchise waste hallow which is Palm Spring Disposal Service is normally projected 
around $420,000.00.  Mician advised she has projected $460, 000.00 for this year and she is being 
optimistic and that is our projected revenue.  Now the minimum projected expenditures to run the 
department are $328,000.00 to pay staff, insurance, per-diems, insurance, health care and retirement 
benefits each month. If the expenditure amount is assumed then it will leave a fund balance of 
$132,000.00 for projects and programs. Mician stated she did not include continuous appropriation 
funds which means funds carried over from last year. Instead she got rid of that total and revamped the 
programs to stay with revenue streams. The staff would be paid out of the fund balance $953,000 - 
740,000.00= $213,000.00 which leaves healthier fund balance then previous years.  Mician has 
$432,063.00 budgeted for all programs been utilized this year.  For example for the Bik Lane project 
she has set aside $50,000.00 to match grants and we cut by $50,000.00 from last year’s budget.   But 
she still left funds for contractual and unscheduled capital projects which could be bike lanes 
$20,000.00, facility proposals like bike racks for $5000.00.   And to stay and keep the programs we 
have and are working with that is where we are at.  Mician asked did everyone receive a copy of the 
budget.  No, just Stacey and Brett have only received it and she will forward a copy to all other 
members later.  Commissioner Jackson asked is this the revised budget with expenditure to would 
meet the budget requirements.  Chair Klein advised this budget is for 2013-2014.  Chair Klein advises 
Mician to forward the revised budget to everyone and then we can ask questions as he has a few.  
Chair Klein advises all commissioners to review the budget before the Summit meeting on Sunday, 
March 24, 2013.  Mician will forward the budget over tonight after the meeting.  Chair Klein asked were 
is the money they will eventually pay 100,000.00 annually to Chevron?  Mician interjected the funds will 
come out of the contractual services.  This would begin for budget year of 2015-2016.  Chair Klein 
stated the contract entered into with the Sustainability Commission as of last year that we would fund 
the on-going maintenance cost for the Chevron staff and once the system is up and running.  We will 
need to train our City workers to ensure we are meeting our standard cogent requirements going 
forward.  The cost would be about $130,000.00 which will come out of the Sustainability fund for up to 5 
years.   The energy saving project will take 18-24 months before all systems were in place.  So that 
person would not be hired until all the systems were in place so they have something to monitor.  
Mician pointed out that once that Chevron person has arrived then all of our programs would have to be 
grant driven.  Chair Klein stated that is with our current stance.  And in 2016 we will have the 
opportunity to look our budget and see were we stand at that time.   Chair Klein stated when we meet 
on Sunday, please keep the information provided in make as we discuss our future budgets for 1 year, 
3 years and 5 years down the road.    Mician advised that when the Commission agreed to fund the 
Chevron project it was before we knew this was a dying fund.  Mician stated we have approximately 2 
fiscal years to accumulate revenue and build a fund balance to be used to pay for the Chevron project.   
In the last three years there have not been high expenditure but we have given money to the animal 
shelter and to bike lane improvements projects.   Over the next few years we anticipate a few hundred 
thousand dollars or so.   And a couple of hundred thousand of dollars will go a long way for existing 
programs.   Mician advised going forward we need to be keen on what is brought to the Commission 
and not to make in expenditures because they do added up. Chair Klein advised the key factor here is 
the Non-Motorized Transportation & Tahquitz Funding plan is major projects that have come to the 
Commission.   There may be other initiatives brought to us under the Measure J. other funding 
initiatives such as CVEP.   Commissioner Jackson asked was the Measure J project funding application 
closed for this year.  And would it re-open for the next fiscal year.   Mician advised she can not answer 
that right now.  Commissioner Bettinger stated Measure J opened the 1st of December and ended 
around 31st of January. And the next cycle will not begin until around the same time this year.   Mician 
stated to keep the following numbers in mind for Sunday, March 24, 2013.  We have budgeted 
$760,000.00 for this years programs and staff.  Our new 2013-2014 fund balance after expenditures we 
leave $235,000.00 and that is better then what we done last year.  Last year fund balance will leave us 
with $42,000.00 in the fund balance for fiscal year 2012-2013.  Mician suggested we look at the 
programs and look for another ways we can reduce the budget going forward.   Commissioner Castle 
asked Mician to submit the budget from the prior year which will help her look for a trend.  This will help 
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her make a decision on the expenditure being spent and this would help see where some cuts can be 
made. Mician informed the commissioner to keep in mind that the line items really don’t change but a 
few are added.   Commissioner McCreesh agrees with Commissioner Castle on receiving 2011-2012 
fiscal year line item budgets along with 2012-2013 budget.  Note because the department is very young 
a lot of this was done by experimentation.   You will see a lot of money budgeted but it did not get 
spent.   Instead it got pushed to the next year and so on.  Mician advised you will not see what was 
spent only what was budgeted for that year.  And because of the Claw Back that needs to be factored 
in. General what you see on this screen shot is very similar to 2011-2012 expect for the moneys for the 
NNTP.  Mician advise she can show what was budgeted and what was spent. Commissioner Castle 
asked if Mician could provide what was over and under budgeted.  Mician advise she is not sure if she 
will have time to do that before the Summit Event.  Mician advised she will do her best to provide 
something before the meeting on Sunday. Commissioner Jackson stated that because this department 
is so new we are not going to see any trends?  Mician stated when she budgeted for 2011-2012 she 
took all of their input and went from there.  When all of the money was not spent the following year 
Mician scaled down the budget as needed.  And the following up we kicked up the Lawn Buy Back 
program and had we not launched the program it may not have flourished as it did.  You will see trends 
under the 40000 accounts because there was more money spent in advertising as well as printing and 
publications. Chair Klein stated the purpose of Sunday’s meeting to goal set for the upcoming year and 
beyond.   And whatever you can lay your hands on in a simple fashion.  This way it would give them a 
little insight on the budget.   Mician advise all commissioners to look at the $132,000.00 for programs 
not for this year but in the future as will as the Chevron project.  Commissioner Castle state we could 
use the fund for the Chevron project and both Chair Klein and Mician said yes but there would not leave 
any money in the fund.  And there would have to be additional funding from Measure J and/or Grants to 
help generate revenue.   Or staff is paid out of other departments. We must keep in mind that the fund 
is dying and that is the reality. Mician stated she is always looking for grant money which could off-set 
the staff salary or other programs.  Commissioner Grant sated that the approach you are taken seems 
to be prudent and he commended Mician for that.  Mician suggested we look at additional programs 
that are recycling based to help generate money.  And to look at 125 account to see if we can utilize 
some funds from that account of about 1.1 million to fund our existing programs.  

 
F.  COMMISSIONER COMMENTS-No additional comments were given.                

 
G. ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting of the Sustainability Commission will adjourn to a Regular Meeting which will be held at 5:00 

p.m. on Tuesday, April 16, 2013 in the Large Conference Room at City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s 
normal meeting schedule is at 5 p.m. on the third Tuesday of every month except August unless otherwise 
noted.  

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Michele Mician, Manager 
Office of Sustainability  
 
  
 


