
Sustainability Commission 
 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 MINUTES 
 

 
Tuesday, September 16, 2014, Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Klein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
FLAG SALUTE: The flag salute was done by Commissioner Lazar. 
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Special Meeting of the City of Palm Springs 
Sustainability Commission.   
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Sustainability Manager Mician.  A 
motion to approve the agenda by Commissioner Jackson and Commissioner Otto seconded the 
motion.  All Approved. 
 
       Present    FY 2014/2015 FY 2014/2015 

  This Meeting     to Date   Excused Absences    Unexcused Absences 
Brett Klein, Chair  X          37                     
Thom Bettinger X          26   
Joe Jackson X          17          
Grant Wilson X          20    
Mark Polischak X          15 
Victor Yepello X          13                 1               
Travis Armstrong X          14 
Michael Birnberg X 3  
Orlando Gotay L 3 
Tara Lazar X 3 
Nate Otto X 3   
 
X = Present 
L = Late 
E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
U = did not notify of absence 
    
CITY STAFF PRESENT:    Michele Mician MS, Manager, Office of Sustainability  
            Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator 
            Arwel Bermudo, Clerical Assistant     
 
CITY MANAGERS REPORT: 
 

• City Manager Ready requested the Commission to support the City’s effort for Watewr 
Conservation and to use Sustainability Funds to support the effort.  There is a potential 
of the Commission to be reimbursed from Desert Water agency. 



• City Manager Ready reported Measure J Bike Programs has been approved by Council.  
The design has begun for the project and estimated the First Year Phase will be 
completed by March 2015. 

   
PUBLIC COMMENTS: This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the 
Sustainability Commission on Agenda items and items of general interest within the subject 
matter within jurisdiction of the City. Although the Sustainability Commission values your 
comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on 
the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for each speaker. 
 

• Resident would like to support the Commission and City with the fast Tracking 
approval process for Solar Permitting. 

• Commissioner Kate Castle is seeking the support of the Commission to prevent the 
reopening of an oil pipe line in North Palm Springs due to potential of devastating 
consequences to the environment should it leak. 

• Mr. Alvarez, resident, request the Commission support of allowing solar panels to be 
installed on his property wall.  He stated at present, the City will only allow residential 
property to have solar panels installed on the roof and setback limitations. 
  

A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS                (5 MINUTES) 
• Commission welcomed the new Planning Director, Flinn Fagg.  Director Flinn 

provided the Commission his previous experience. 
  

B. PRESENTATIONS       (50 MINUTES) 
 
1. Melissa Desmarais, Bicycle Theft Update 
• Sargeant Desmarias reported there has been an increase of bicycle theft in the City of 

Palm Springs.  She seeks the support of the Commission to help educate cyclist to lock 
their bicycle and to register their bicycles with the Palm Springs Police Department. 

2. Jim Zicaro, Solar Permitting and Fast Tracking 
• Director Zicaro advised the Commission solar project are not review in house but send 

to vendor for review prior to City issuing permit.  He does not for see City to be 
reviewing in house in the near future. 

3. Jeff Hocker, Cycledelic and Mayor’s Race Updates 
• Mr. Hocker reported to the Commission the plans for Cycledelic.  He will be promote 

bike safety and proper exercise for cyclist during the festival.  He also provided an 
update with the 2015 Mayor’s Race and Wellness Festival. 

4. Dan Spencer, Architect, Walkability Plan for Palm Springs 
• Mr. Spencer provided a presentation of the City of Palm Springs Walkability Plan 

created back in 2008.  The plan provided a framework for pedestrian movement in the 
city. 

 
C. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION LIAISON REPORT   (5 MINUTES) 

• Commissioner Holton reported she will be the liaison from the Parks and Recreation 
Commission.  She stated the Commission did not meet as they did not have a quorum. 

 
D. RECYCLING REPORT        (5 MINUTES) 

 
• Coordinator Calhoun reported The State of California, in eight month, will make it 

mandatory to recycle organic waste.  The concern will be the limited capacity of waste 



processors. 
 

E. SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER REPORT              (10 MINUTES) 
 

 
1. Grant Updates 

• Manager Mician reported she has been working on obtaining grants for Water 
Conservation, Urban Forestry and Water Grants. 

• Manager Mician reported ArborPro has begun inventorying City owned Trees, 
which is funded through a grant from Southern California Association of 
Governments. 

• Manager Mician advised the Commission September 18, 2014 will be the 
closing date for accepting bids for the Sustainability Master Plan Update. 
 

   2.    Bicycle Parking Update 
• Manager Mician reported the City will be installing additional Bike Racks, 

Bike Corrals and Bike Repair Stations. 
   3.    Water Task Force 

• Manager Mician reported the Commission will be voting to fund additional 
monies for Water Conservation Lawn Buy Back Rebates. 

   4.    Public Outreach Campaigns 
 

I. Water: The Water Matter outreach website has been created to help prmotote 
residents and business to conserve water. 

II. Plastic Bags: The State of California has passed a state ordinance banning single 
use plastic bags. 

 
F. OLD BUSINESS                         (5 MINUTES) 

1. Vote on Bee Keeping Policy 
RECOMMENDATION: Subcommittee recommends that there be no continued review, 
study sessions, or changes in city code regarding bees. 
Chair Klein motioned to vote. 
No second needed. 
All Approved. 

 
G.   NEW BUSINESS                (15 MINUTES) 
 

1. Vote on Resolution for National Parks Program 
RECOMMENDATION: Review and recommend to City Council the approval of 
the National Parks Conservation Resolution endorsing creation of an environmental 
education center in Joshua Tree Park. 
Chair Klein motioned to vote. 
No second needed. 
All approved. 
 

2. Vote on Water Conservation Measures Funding 
RECOMMENDATION: Consider funding a comprehensive water incentive and 
education program by transferring $275,000.00 from Account # 138-1270-42691 
(Unallocated Account) and $50,000.00 from Account # 138-1270-58020 (Electric 
Vehicles) for a total of $325,000.00 for water conservation programs. 



Chair Klein motioned to vote. 
Commissioner Gotay seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: Result 10 Yes and 1 No 

• Manager Mician advised Commission $300,000.00 will be used for Lawn 
Buys Back Rebate and $25,000.00 will be used for Water Conservation 
Education. 

 
H. SUBCOMMITTEE WORKING SESSION AND REPORTING    ( 30 MINUTES)

   
1. Water Conservation Subcommittee, Commissioner Yepello 
• Commissioner Yepello had no report. 

 
2. Non-Motorized Transportation Subcommittee, Chair Klein 
• Chair Klein report he will provide Commission List of Bike Projects for Measure J 

with dates of completion. 
 

3. Wellness Subcommittee, Vice Chair Jackson 
• Vice Chair Jackson reported subcommittee will continue with Urban Chicken Issue and 

will have public Study Session on November 10, 2014. 
 

4. Waste Reduction Subcommittee, Commissioner Polischak 
• Commissioner Polischak request to start evaluation of food waste reduction and using 

compostable containers. 
 

5. Education  Subcommittee, Commissioner Birnberg and Lazar 
• Commissioner Birnberg will be creating what and how the subcommittee will be 

operating. 
 

6. Green Building/Solar Subcommittee, Commissioner Otto 
• Commissioner Otto had no report. 

  
I. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS                                       (10 MINUTES) 

 
• Manager Mician requested who among the Commissioners will be attending the 

Energy Summit. 
 

J. ADJOURMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:32 P.M. The 
first motion was by Chair Klein and a seconded by Vice Chair Jackson. They will adjourn to 
the Regular Meeting which will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 in the Large 
Conference Room at City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s normal meeting schedule is at 
5 P.M. on the third Tuesday of every month except August unless otherwise noted or amended.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Michele Mician, Manager  
Office of Sustainability 
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