
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  10/22/18 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

COMMITTEE NAME: Standing Committee on Green Building & Solar SUBMITTED DATE: 10/18/18 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATES: 10/03/18 and 10/18/18 NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: TBD 

 
Committee Meeting Goals:  

• Work on training session on 2019 Energy Code 
• Discuss participation in Modernism Week 2019 
• Provide update on Draft Solar Zoning Ordinance and Call with Sierra Club on Reach Codes 

 
Summary:   

The core focus of both meetings was the 2019 Energy Code training session, which will take place from 8 
to 10 am on Monday, October 29, at UCR Palm Desert. Representatives from the California Energy 
Commission, Southern California Edison, Southern California Gas and various energy consulting firms 
will be speaking. Together with CVAG Director of Environmental Resources Katie Barrows and DVBA 
CEO Gretchen Gutierrez participating by phone, Committee members reviewed the presentations and 
discussed outreach and logistics. All of the speakers and MC Nate Otto joined the October 18 meeting by 
conference call. The training session program and the City’s News Release on the event are attached. As 
of October 18, 44 people had registered for the event. 
 
At the October 3 meeting, Commissioner Goins that after the Energy Code conference he would begin 
work on the Modernism and Sustainability workshop during Modernism Week 2019. The workshop will 
take place at 2 pm on Saturday, February 23, at the Modernism Week CAMP facility. 

Commissioner Freedman reported at the October 3 meeting that he had finished his discussions with the 
National League of Cities and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory on an update of the City’s 
Zoning Code provisions related to solar energy facilities and systems. The draft Solar Zoning Ordinance is 
being reviewed by the Planning Services Department staff and the City Attorney’s Office. Following that 
review, it will be submitted to the Commission for consideration. 

Commissioner Freedman also reported at the October 3 meeting on his conversation the day before with 
Rachel Golden of the Sierra Club on a possible Reach Code for Palm Springs that would go beyond the 
2019 Energy Code provisions to require new houses to be all-electric or include additional energy-
efficiency measures, considering the recently adopted state mandate for California to be carbon-neutral 
by 2045. Commissioner Freedman will attend a Codes and Standards team workshop on this topic in the 
LA area on October 22 and has already reached out to the Codes and Standards team about the cost-
effectiveness analysis they will be conducting. Commissioner Goins expressed his view that there were 
additional ways to be carbon neutral, such as with bio-gas for example. He said we can still reach the 
carbon-neutral goal without mandating an all-electric house and that more options will make getting to 
carbon neutrality easier Commissioner Freedman said he would have more information following the 
workshop and will report back to the Committee and full Commission.  
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Recommendation/Request:  

Continuing working with stakeholders on Energy Code issues as it moves towards effectiveness. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION Approve draft Solar Zoning Ordinance when 
presented. 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Work with CVAG and DVBA on Energy Code 
training session. 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: The Energy Code training session is expected 
to have a net cost to the Commission of less 
than $500, as Hot Purple Energy is sponsoring 
the event and covering food costs. The 
Modernism Week workshop is expected to cost 
$500 - $1,000. These funds have been 
approved in the FY 2018-19 budget. 

 

 



UC Riverside, Palm DesertUC Riverside, Palm Desert 
75080 Frank Sinatra Drive, Palm Desert CA 92211 

2019 Energy Code  
Building Energy Efficiency Standards Training 

Agenda  

Monday, October 29, 2018—7:30 AM to 10:00 AM 

7:30 AM  -  Registration / Coffee / Breakfast Treats  
 
8:00 AM  -  Welcome and Introduction  -  MC, Nate Otto, Hot Purple Energy  
 
8:05 AM  -  I.  Keynote Speech: Overview of the 2019 Energy Code -  
  Javier Perez, California Energy Commission Javier Perez, California Energy Commission Javier Perez, California Energy Commission  
  A. The 2019 Code as an exciting step on the path to the ZNE future 
  B. Update to building practices for Climate Zone 15 
  C. Q & A  
 
8:35 AM   -  II. Where to Go For Help -  
  Ruby Rose Yepez, SCE / Ray Mendoza, SoCalGas / Bob Johnson, ConSolRuby Rose Yepez, SCE / Ray Mendoza, SoCalGas / Bob Johnson, ConSolRuby Rose Yepez, SCE / Ray Mendoza, SoCalGas / Bob Johnson, ConSol---CHEERS CHEERS CHEERS  
  A, What Resources Are Available  -  Training Sessions, Written Materials, Prescriptive 
       Building Assembly Plans Appropriate for Climate Zone 15, Whom To Call 
  B. Q & A  
 
9:05 AM  -   III. Building and Planning Departments  
  Russell King, M.E., CalCERTS / Jeanne Fricot, Center for Sustainable EnergyRussell King, M.E., CalCERTS / Jeanne Fricot, Center for Sustainable EnergyRussell King, M.E., CalCERTS / Jeanne Fricot, Center for Sustainable Energy 
  A. How To Present Plans To Desk Staff And Get Them Approved  
  B. What Desk Staff Should Look At And How They Will Check 
  C. What Field Performance Checks Should Look Like 
  D. What Resources Are Available For Building And Planning Departments  
  E. Q & A  
 
9:55 AM  Wrap-up And Thank You  -  MC, Nate Otto, Hot Purple Energy 
 
 



Nate OƩo, President, Hot Purple Energy  

 

 

Javier Perez, Associate Energy Specialist, Outreach and EducaƟon Unit, California Energy Commission 

Javier Perez is an Associate Energy Specialist in the California Energy Commission’s Outreach and EducaƟon Unit.  He has over 9 years of experi‐
ence at the California Energy Commission, working as a Student Assistant on the Energy Standards Hotline, and now as staff. He currently super‐
vises the Energy Standards Hotline, specializes in the mechanical and lighƟng requirements of the Energy Standards, and he helps develop train‐
ing, tools and resources to assist enforcement agencies verify compliance with the Building Energy Efficiency Standards. 

 

Ruby Rose Yepez  ‐  Codes & Standards, Southern California Edison 

Mrs. Yepez has been working in the Building Science industry for over 10 years. Her primary focus has been on low incomemulƟfamily.  

Mrs. Yepez graduated from Cal Poly Pomona with a Bachelor of Architecture. She has gained industry experience through employment at an ar‐
chitecture firm, general contractor and energy consulƟng firms. She has pursued several cerƟficaƟons to expand her knowledge of building sci‐
ence including LEED AP BD+C, CerƟfied Energy Analyst, CerƟfied Green Building Professional and a Green Rater for LEED and Greenpoint Rated.  

Mrs. Yepez has guided teams to successfully secure funding and implemenƟng sustainability requirements through design and construcƟon in‐
cluding LEED, Greenpoint Rated, Energy Star CerƟficaƟons and Energy Efficient measures.  

Mrs. Yepez is on the codes and standards team with SCE managing compliance improvement and assisƟng with zero net energy program develop‐
ment. She currently sits on the Board of Directors for the US Green Building Council Los Angeles Chapter and California AssociaƟon of Building 
Energy Consultants.  

 

Ray Mendoza, Codes and Standards Program Advisor, Southern California Gas Company 

 

Bob Johnson, Business Development Manager, CHEERS 

With over 20 years’ experience in the construcƟon industry, Bob currently leads CHEERS’ business development effort with a keen eye toward the 

needs of HERS Raters, installing contractors and Building Departments. During his Ɵme at CHEERS, Bob also developed and managed various pro‐

jects including Central Valley Energy TuneUp, Builder Energy Code Training (BECT) Southern Nevada Green Builder, and 45L Energy Efficient Tax 

Credits. 

Bob resides in Visalia CA where he enjoys golf and traveling with his family. 

 

Russell King, M.E., Senior Director of Technical Services, CalCERTS, Inc.  
 

Russell King, M.E. oversees the technical aspects of training, cerƟficaƟon and energy code compliance work.  He has been working with Califor‐

nia’s Title 24 Energy Codes since 1988 and with California home energy raƟng systems since 1992.  He is a licensed Mechanical Engineer in three 

states.  He specializes in residenƟal HVAC design and energy systems.  He is the author of “HVAC 1.0 – IntroducƟon to ResidenƟal HVAC Systems” 

which is used as a textbook at several community colleges and trade schools.  He has developed and taught professional level cerƟficaƟon train‐

ing in the areas of energy compliance, HERS tesƟng, HVAC, and building performance.  He sits on the CABEC Board of Directors and on the CALBO 

Advisory CommiƩee to the California Energy Commission. 

 

Jeanne Fricot,  Energy Codes and Standards Senior Specialist, Center fo Sustainable Energy 
 

Jeanne Fricot is the Energy Codes and Standards Senior Specialist with the Distributed Energy Resource team at the Center for Sustainable Energy 
(CSE).  As the Codes and Standards Specialist Jeanne is responsible for teaching public sector building department officials about the energy code 
and modeling required for Title 24 compliance. Prior to joining CSE, Ms. Fricot was the principal at Energy and Green ConsulƟng, where she mod‐
eled and rated buildings to ensure maximum energy efficiency and compliance with state and local energy code and standards. Jeanne has been a 
CerƟfied Energy Analyst (CEA) for 26 years, working on a wide range of project types including residenƟal, mulƟ‐family, high‐rise residenƟal and 
commercial buildings. 



 
 
 

 
                                            
 Amy Blaisdell 

Communications Director 
City of Palm Springs 
(760) 323-8250 

 
    Residents and Business Owners Invited to Energy Code Efficiency  
                  Standards Workshop, Oct. 29 at UCR Palm Desert 
 
Oct. 16, 2018 
 
The Palm Springs Sustainability Commission in partnership with the Coachella 
Valley Association of Governments, (CVAG) and the Desert Valley Building 
Association, (DVBA), invite residents and business owners to attend a special 
workshop highlighting the 2019 Energy Code building efficiency standards on 
Monday, Oct. 29. 
 
The event, which is free to attend, will be held from 8 a.m. – 10 a.m. at UCR Palm 

Desert, 75080 Frank Sinatra Drive. Doors open at 7:30 a.m. with breakfast courtesy 
of Hot Purple Energy. 
 
The workshop will feature panel discussions with energy experts from the California 
Energy Commission, Southern California Edison, Southern California Gas 
Company, the Center for Sustainable Energy, along with building and planning 
officials. Items that will be discussed include where to go for help and how to get 
building plans and specifications approved. 
 
Visit www.YourSustainabableCity.com to register for the event. 
 
For more information, call the City’s Office of Sustainability at (760) 323-8248. 

 

http://www.yoursustainabablecity.com/
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