




 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION - REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, June 18, 2019 Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room  

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.  
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Chair Clark.  A motion to approve as posted by 
Commissioner Gauthier and seconded by Commissioner Wilson and unanimously carried. 
 
       Present FY 2018/2019  FY 2018/2019 

  This Meeting    to Date Excused Absences Unexcused Absences                     
Roy Clark, Chair X 35 
Robert McCann, Vice Chair X 33  
Grant Wilson X 70  2 
David Freedman X 45 1   
Jennifer Futterman  X 32 1 
Greg Gauthier X 26   
John Goins X 22 2     
T Santora E  12 3 
Carl Baker  E   13 2 
Jim Flanagan X  5  
Lani Miller  E  4 1  
    
X = Present  E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
L = Late U = did not notify of absence 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT: Patrick Tallarico, Manager, Office of Sustainability; Daniel DeGarmo, Program 
Coordinator; Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator. 
    
CITY MANAGER / STAFF COMMENTS – Manager Tallarico reported on the following:  

• Product Development Process:  No update.   

• City e-mail Addresses for Commissioners:  City email addresses are up and ready to use. The email 
address will be their name followed by –ABM@palmspringsca.gov.    

• Report on Past and Upcoming Council Meeting Topics: At the May 22, 2019 meeting the timing of the 
trash can timing ordinance went through for the first reading. Second reading upcoming on a future 
meeting. The open space resolution also was passed as part of the consent calendar. June 5, 2019 
meeting the purchase of new trash/recycling containers for Downtown was delayed and the Standing 
Subcommittee on Waste Reduction will provide additional input before it goes back to Council. The 
Council also approved the 100% green power option for DCE when it becomes operational next year. 
Also, the wind energy and zoning ordinance was passed on the first reading and is on the June 19, 
2019 Council agenda for the second reading. For the June 19, 2019 Council meeting the Salton Sea 
resolution is on the agenda for discussion and approval. Also on the agenda for June 19, 2019 are 
discussions of the single use plastic foodware ban and the results on the RFI for scooters.  

• My Palm Springs App: This app is up and running. Please download. This app will allow residents to file 
a complaint or see what is going on in Palm Springs.  

• Update on Cogen Plant: Maintenance and Facilities Director Staci Schafer was unable to join the 
meeting. She will have a report for the July 16, 2019 Commission meeting.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 

 
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS - Chair Clark recognized Commissioner Wilson and his service to the 

Commission for the last 6½ years. This is the last meeting for Commissioner Wilson as his term has ended. 
Manager Tallarico presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Commissioner Wilson.   

mailto:–ABM@palmspringsca.gov
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B. MEETING MINUTES 

May 21, 2019 Regular Meeting minutes approval: Motion by Commissioner Wilson to approve as 
presented, second by Commissioner Flanagan and unanimously approved on an open vote.  
 

C. RECYCLING REPORT, Recycling Coordinator Gary Calhoun described his duties through the use of a 
Power Point presentation detailing his monthly actions and how he will be submitting his report at 
Commission meetings. His report for this month included his progress on the Annual Report that goes to the 
State and on his progress on visiting the Non-Compliant businesses identified as not following State 
guidelines on trash and recycling. Manager Tallarico also reported on the tonnage volumes of recycling 
materials from Palm Springs Disposal Services (PSDS) and the numbers reported from SA Recycling and 
Desert Recycling that are provided to the City monthly. Gary also reported on his visit to Palm Springs 
Recycling where residents bring CRV materials for recycling. Commissioners discussed specifics with Mr. 
Calhoun and Manager Tallarico.  
  

D. OLD BUSINESS                     
Commissioners discussed the following items. Key points are highlighted.  
1. Status of the Leaf Blower Information Campaign – Manager Tallarico reported that to date about 60 

complaints have been filed with about 10 citations and about 15 false alarms. More outreach will be 
forthcoming to show the difference between a gas blower and an electric blower. We have also been 
receiving a lot of positive feedback from residents and landscapers.       

2. Status of Household Battery Recycling Program. Manager Tallarico reported that the program has 
begun, and all the stations have the collection tubes and three facilities are ready for a pickup. Home 
collection boxes have been provided to all locations.   

3. Status of Downtown Trash/Recycling Receptacle Analysis. Manager Tallarico reported that the City 
Council at the June 5th meeting deferred the discussion on Downtown trash receptacles to allow 
additional time for the Sustainability Commission to provide an analysis and recommendation on a 
suitable solution for recycling and trash containers. The Standing Subcommittee on Waste Reduction 
held a meeting with members and Joy Meredith from Main Street Merchants Association and 
Downtown Maintenance Supervisor Heather McPherson. Challenges and preferences from both and 
others will be considered along with other input when developing recommendations for City Council. 
Feedback included challenges associated with theft of metal lids and vandalism. There was also 
interest in exploring the option of keeping the current containers and refurbishing them. 

  

E. COMMITTEE AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS  
 Commissioners discussed the following items. Key points are highlighted. 

1. Standing Subcommittee on Solar and Green Building - Commissioners Freedman, Goins and Flanagan 
 Commissioner Freedman reported on the following:  

• The draft solar ordinance will be on the Planning Commission agenda for June 26, 2019.  

• The City Council voted in favor of launching DCE next fall with the 100% carbon free option. DCE 
also created the Community Advisory Committee consisting of 5 residents from each of the Cities 
of Palm Springs, Palm Desert and Cathedral City. Commissioners Freedman, Miller and Baker 
were chosen to serve on the committee.   

• The Energy Code training is being planned for the week of October 21, 2019, if topics are 
identified.  

• Jocelyn Kane, Vice President of the Coachella Valley Cannabis Alliance Network (CVCAN) met 
with the subcommittee with a long-term goal of developing a sustainability package for the 
Cannabis industry. The package would include energy and water consumption as well as waste 
reduction.  

• A pilot program for Energy Audits is being researched.  

• Manager Tallarico reported on conversations with the Engineering Department on potential 
locations for electric vehicle charging stations and identify power sources. SCE also has a 
program that will supply power to 10 or more charging stations. A plan is in place to take 
advantage of this program for the Downtown parking structure.      
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2. Standing Subcommittee on Waste Reduction – Vice Chair McCann, Chair Clark, Commissioner Miller  

• Manager Tallarico reported on the following:  

• That the plastic foodware and straw ban proposal will be discussed at the June 19th City 
Council meeting.  

• 35 more recycling containers for the parks have been ordered.  

• The visit to the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) which provided information on what they 
do there and how that situation is evolving.  

• That Commissioner Miller put together a survey to get feedback from people on their 
impression of the state of recycling. The surveys were distributed at the World 
Environment Day event as well as the ONE-PS meeting in June. Results showed that 
people are confused as to what is and is not recyclable and where to recycle when out in 
public. Most information is being found online according to their answers.  

• Commissioner McCann reported on the following:  

• His meeting with the Desert Learning Academy and the opportunity to work with them on 
a controlled study on recycling and trash contamination. This will also be an education 
program for the students.  

• There are 10-12 paired trash/recycling containers in City Parks. The contamination rate 
on the paired containers was 40% compared to 67% on non-paired containers. 

3. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Walkability & Pedestrian Planning - Commissioners Wilson, Gauthier, Futterman 

• Commissioner Wilson reported that a scope of work is being developed with the Engineering 
Department and that a more comprehensive plan will be developed as part of the grant that was 
awarded to the City.  

• Manager Tallarico stated that the scope of work is now with the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) where a project manager will issue a request for proposal so that a consultant 
can be assigned to work with us on the grant.   

• The grant RFI and RFP process was discussed with the Commissioners.  

• Scooter RFI responses from the three respondents were briefly discussed by Manager Tallarico. 
4. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Film Festival Programs – Commissioners Futterman and Gauthier –  

Commissioner Futterman reported that the Palm Springs Cultural Center would like to work with the 
Commission on a festival program. Commissioner Futterman will set up a meeting to discuss the 
opportunity further.  

5. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Bicycle Routes and Cycling – Commissioner Flanagan – 

• Commissioner Flanagan reported that there was no meeting since the last Commission meeting 
but that he spoke with Starbucks manager at Palm Canyon and Tahquitz and they are interested 
in getting a bike rack. The bike hitch is their preferred rack.  

• A safety brochure is in the works. PS Cares would like to have some input into the new bike map 
and safety brochure.    

6. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on World Environment Day – Commissioners Futterman, Gauthier, Santora 

• Commissioner Futterman reported that about 400 people attended the World Environment Day 
event. People were requested to place jellybeans into containers as to how they heard about the 
event. The billboards were one of the best ways people found out about the event.  

• At the debrief of the event Megan Goehring reported that there is a company that will take the vinyl 
from the billboard and make bags out of it. This may be a way to make money by selling the bags 
made from the vinyl used for the billboard.  

• Commissioner Goins suggested that the Ad Hoc Committee become a Standing Subcommittee as 
this event can become a yearly sponsored event.  

• The target audience of the event is to be discussed as a possible way of increasing the attendance 
and makeup of the event. 

• Possibly add an essay contest to broaden the attraction of additional artist participation.  
7. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Night Sky – Vice Chair McCann and Commissioner Flanagan -    

• Commissioner Flanagan reported on a meeting with Luke Sabala, Chief Scientist from the National 
Park Service, and Eric McLaughlin, Astronomer from the City of Rancho Mirage at the Rancho 
Mirage Observatory. Dark skies and light pollution were the topics of the meeting.  

• CVAG may be an interested party for this issue and the City of Rancho Mirage is interested in 
working with Palm Springs on this issue. 
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• Vice Chair McCann reported that Mr. Sabala stated that Joshua Tree is a dark sky destination and 
that there are more people coming than they can handle. Palm Springs could become the overflow 
spot for a dark sky destination.   

8. Big Horn Sheep Habitat Protection – Commissioner Flanagan stated that according to reports, only 4 
lambs were born in the San Jacinto mountain range this season and that none of them survived. Santa 
Rosa mountains had a successful lambing season. Discussion has been made with Councilmember Lisa 
Middleton to try and bring the issue to the City Council.  

9. Wellness – Commissioner Baker – No report.   
10. Water - Commissioner Freedman reported on:  

• DWA presented rebate programs for the 2019-20 fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019.  

• DWA is continuing to work on funding a demonstration project for turf conversion at the airport. 

• 22.6% reduction in potable water production compared with 2013 and cumulative savings over the 
last 12-month period of 17.8% and cumulative savings in the last three years is 17.7%.  

11. Outreach - Commissioner Futterman – No further report.  
 
F. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND UPCOMING AGENDA DEVELOPMENT -  

Commissioner Flanagan mentioned discussing the street coatings being light gray instead of black.  
Commissioner Wilson expressed his gratitude to the Commissioners for their work on the varied projects 
each has been working on.  
Commissioner Goins discussed the meeting with Lesa Bodnar of CVEP regarding economic sustainability 
and some next steps that were mentioned.  
Commissioner Futterman stated that she has a presentation on Fountain Grass for the next meeting. She 
also asked if recycling containers could be purchased for the Cultural Center. The containers could possibly 
have the Commission logo as well.   

 
G. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 6:50 PM by a motion from 

Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Gauthier and approved by a unanimous vote. They 
adjourned to the Regular Meeting of the Sustainability Commission to be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 
16, 2019, in the Large Conference Room at the Palm Springs City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s 
regular meeting schedule is at 5 p.m. the third Tuesday each month except August unless otherwise noted or 
amended.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Patrick Tallarico, Manager, Office of Sustainability 

 



 

 

 
Subcommittee Report 

 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE: June 18, 2019 SUBMITTED BY:  Patrick Tallarico 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME: Standing SubCommittee on Waste Reduction 
(SSCoWR) 

SUBMITTED DATE: July 9, 2019 

LAST SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE: May 30, 2019 NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE: July , 2019 

Subcommittee Goal:  

Divert 90% of waste generated by the City of Palm Springs from landfill by 2030. 
 

Summary:   

1. C&D Waste Ordinance. 
 

o No developments to report.  
  

2. Reducing Single-use Nonrecyclable Plastic Food Ware and Plastic Straws by Food Service Establishments.  
 

o At the June 19th City Council Meeting, City Council recommended that staff proceed with the 
development of an ordinance to reduce the use of single use plastic food ware. They recommended 
that staff conduct additional outreach to the impacted community in the development of the draft 
ordinance. Staff will be developing an outreach strategy for July and August.  

 
 3. Battery Recycling Project 
 

o Staff continued to fill requests for home collection boxes. About 50 boxes were delivered to True 
Value. Five containers have been filled and collected to date. A new recycling station was added at 
the Farmers Market. Batteries can be dropped off there on Saturdays. 

 
  4. Toward a Public Spaces Recycling Program for the City of Palm Springs. 
 

o Rob McCann continued to refine results of the waste audit of downtown trash containers. He 
targeted Drink Cups (which make up approximately 25% of the items in unpaired trash containers) 
and Miscellaneous Plastic items (which account for 16% of the items). Breaking down Drink Cups into 
three subcategories: Paper cups, plastic cups with a recycling number of 1 (i.e., currently recyclable 
cups), and plastic cups with a recycling number >1 (currently nonrecyclable cups), it was found that 
paper cups accounted for 36% of the total number of drink cups counted, currently recyclable cups 
for 25%, and currently nonrecyclable cups for 36%. These results have implications for public 
education programs and container signage to reduce confusion as to what is and isn’t currently 
recyclable and reduce contamination levels in recycle containers. 

o Breaking down Miscellaneous Plastic Items, it was found that the majority of the items in the category 
were plastic food ware, specifically, plastic utensils such as forks and spoons, plastic drink lids, and 
plastic straws. These findings have implications for the proposed city-wide ban on plastics food ware. 

   



5. Palm Springs Waste and Recycling Materials Management Investigation. 
 

o Lani Miller continued to research and review recycling program websites, web/mobile applications, 
and communications materials to identify potential good examples to inform future communication 
efforts.  

o June 24. The committee met and discussed the results of the recycling survey. These results indicated 
that residents are confused about what they can and can’t recycle and would like to see better and 
more consistent information available, especially on line. The committee agreed that the results 
reinforced the group’s understanding of existing issues and agreed not to conduct additional surveys 
at this time. The committee agreed that this information would be combined with other information 
collected as part of the public spaces recycling efforts and reported on at the next Sustainability 
Commission meeting. Rob McCann agreed to coordinate that report out. 

o June 24. Patrick Tallarico reviewed some of the takeaways from the recent visit to the Burrtec 
Materials Recovery Facility in Fontana. This takeaways will continue to be refined as the City learns 
more about how materials are handled. Patrick Tallarico will follow up with Burrtec on specific 
questions. This information will form the foundation of new communication materials as the City 
determines how to communicate changes in the recycling markets. 

 
6. Waste and Recycling Reporting 
 

o The group discussed the monthly reporting form and agreed that it would be helpful to simplify the 
types of charts presented to focus on how the monthly numbers contribute to our overall goals. It 
was suggested that we may also want to separate the reporting information into types of materials or 
generation streams to better understand how we are doing with green waste, commercial recycling, 
residential recycling, etc. Patrick will work with Gary to refine the reporting format.  

 
7. Downtown Trash and Recycling Containers 
 

o Committee members met with City Facilities and Maintenance staff on June 17th and members of the 
Main Street Merchants Board on June 25th to get input on container functional requirements and 
general recycling needs. On July 8th, the committee met to discuss feedback received to date. Council 
Member Roberts, the City Manager, and representatives from Facilities and Engineering participated. 
In that meeting, the group identified additional functional parameters that pointed to the purchase of 
new containers as the only viable option. Roy Clark will draft a motion for the Sustainability 
Commission to consider at its next meeting that describe these general parameters. Sustainability 
staff will work with Maintenance staff on a staff report that identifies specific containers and 
identifies the strong support for repurposing or reusing as many existing containers as possible. 

 

 

Recommendation/Request  

Subcommittee members will continue to conduct research and refine products to improving recycling rates and 
report on progress at the Commission meeting in September. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION Review and vote on a motion to support the purchase of 
downtown trash containers. 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY N/A 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: Approximately 50% of the cost of the new containers will 
be paid for from the Recycling budget. 
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