
 
 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE: 10/15/19 SUBMITTED BY:  David Freedman 

COMMITTEE NAME: Standing Committee on Solar and Green Building SUBMITTED DATE: 10/08/19 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: 10/02/19 NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: 11/05/19, 10 am 

 
Committee Meeting Goals:  

• Planning for Energy Code Ace training session 
• Solar zoning ordinance revisions 
• Home energy audit program 
• Solar policy for commercial buildings 
• EV charger update and possible inclusion of EV charger standards in City parking regulations 
• Relationship with HSPB 
• Potential topics for ONE-PS Sustainability Brown Bag 

 
Summary:   

Program Coordinator DeGarmo reported at the beginning of the meeting that Commissioner Goins had 
advised that he was stepping down from the Committee because of his work commitments. The current 
Committee members are Commissioners Flanagan and Freedman.  
 
CVAG Director of Environmental Resources Katie Barrows joined the meeting by phone for a discussion 
with Committee members and staff on the 2019 Energy Code training session, which will be led by 
Energy Code Ace and take place the morning of November 6 at UCR Palm Desert. The flyer has been 
finalized and registrations have started coming in. DVBA has informed its members of the event. 
Manager Tallarico will have the flyer posted in the lobby of the City Hall building / planning wing, and Ms. 
Barrows will send the flyer to the other Coachella Valley cities for them to do the same. The flyer will also 
be posted on the City and CVAG websites. Manager Tallarico will also coordinate with staff to have the 
City issue a press release about the training session. Program Coordinator DeGarmo will follow up with 
Ms. Barrows on coffee service and other logistics for the training session. 
 
Following comments received at the September 17 Commission meeting on the draft Solar Zoning 
Ordinance, Manager Tallarico and Commissioner Freedman met with Planning Services staff to discuss 
the draft. Language based on the draft ordinance approved by the commission at its March meeting was 
added that clearly gives parameters for assessing the effectiveness of solar collectors. Language that 
gives the Planning Services Director discretion to approve solar energy systems not conforming to the 
roof profile was maintained. The revised ordinance will be presented to the Planning Commission for 
approval at its October 10 meeting. Assuming Planning Commission approval, the ordinance will be 
presented to City Council at its November 6 meeting, in conjunction with a comprehensive update 
adopting the 2019 state Building Standards Codes, effective January 1, 2020. The code package includes 
the 2019 Energy Code, which, among other things, will require solar energy systems on all new 
residential development three stories and under. 
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Commissioner Freedman summarized the research he conducted over the summer on a home energy 
label program. There are three main audit or labeling systems, as summarized in the attached chart. 
Certain cities require a label at the time of listing or sale of a house but obtaining a home energy score 
would also be useful to homeowners considering an energy efficiency upgrade. Committee members 
discussed the merits of a voluntary program versus a mandatory one and agreed voluntary made more 
sense. Commissioner Flanagan expressed concerns regarding City staffing required to administer the 
incentives and questioned the efficacy of a program with such a small participant population. Following 
further discussion, Committee members agreed to ask the full Commission at its October 15 meeting to 
authorize a $10,000 pilot program, which would provide up to 100 homeowners a rebate of $100 each 
upon submission of a completed energy report. The pilot program would be coordinated with local realtors 
so that the score of a home up for sale could be included in its MLS listing. 
 
Commissioner Freedman reported that many California cities recently adopted reach code ordinances 
that go beyond the 2019 Energy Code standards effective January 1, 2020. The ordinances generally 
require newly constructed buildings to be all electric or have higher energy efficiency if also including 
gas, require newly constructed buildings to install solar panels sized to offset a certain percentage of the 
building's total estimated electrical usage, and require buildings to install electronic vehicle (EV) charging 
station infrastructure. San Francisco recently adopted an ordinance requiring commercial buildings to 
provide all on-site electricity demands from 100% greenhouse gas-free or renewable sources. The 
renewable sources can be electricity qualifying for the California Renewable Portfolio Standard (e.g., 
solar and wind), hydropower, or 100% greenhouse gas-free or renewable power obtained from PG&E or 
the Community Choice Aggregation provider for San Francisco. Commissioner Freedman noted that all 
electricity users in Palm Springs will automatically be enrolled in the 100% greenhouse gas-free energy 
product from Desert Community Energy (DCE) when it launches in December 2020, and that that the 
objective of having commercial buildings offset their electrical usage with solar panels could be achieved 
without additional upfront cost by requiring them to remain with DCE’s 100% greenhouse gas-free energy 
product. Committee members and Manager Tallarico agreed to pursue this approach instead of a solar 
mandate for commercial buildings. Commissioner Freedman will draft a short briefing paper for Council 
member Kors, who serves as Council liaison to the Commission and had asked the Commission to look 
into a solar requirement for commercial buildings. 
 
As noted above, certain cities are adopting reach codes requiring buildings to install EV charging station 
infrastructure. Commissioner Freedman mentioned that the California Green Building Standards Code 
(CalGreen) that will also enter effect January 1, 2020 contains requirements for EV infrastructure for new 
commercial and non-commercial buildings. Committee members and Manager Tallarico agreed that the 
City should rely on the CalGreen standards and concentrate resources on the City’s program to install 
additional EV chargers throughout the City. Manager Tallarico recently met with SCE to discuss the 
necessary wiring. The cost to the City will be approximately $200,000, $80,000 of which will be covered 
by grants. A general fund appropriation of $120,000 approved by City Council will be necessary to 
complete the project. 
 
Commissioner Freedman reported that Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB) Chair Dick Burkett had 
asked him about the HSPB working together with the Commission to provide sustainability information 
for historic buildings. Under the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance adopted earlier this year, the City’s 
Historic Preservation Officer (currently Associate Planner Ken Lyon) must review applications to install 
solar and wind energy systems on historic properties. Possible areas of cooperation between HSPB and 
the Commission include a sustainability brochure for historic properties and a presentation at HSPB’s 
annual symposium in the Spring of 2020. Manager Tallarico will follow up with Mr. Lyon on these matters. 
 
Manager Tallarico noted that the Office of Sustainability will be leading the ONE-PS Brown Bag lunch on 
October 17, and each Standing Committee is being asked about topics in its area to be presented. The 
Solar / Green Building Committee topic will be the home energy labeling program discussed above. 
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Recommendation/Request:  

Continuing working with stakeholders on 2019 Energy Code issues as it moves towards effectiveness. 

 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION Approve funds for the home energy label rebate 
pilot program noted above. 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Work with Planning Services Department staff on 
draft Solar Zoning Ordinance. Work with CVAG on 
launch of DCE in 2020. Implement home energy 
efficiency label rebate pilot program if approved by 
the Commission. 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF 
ANY: 

An FY 2019-20 allocation of $10,000 is requested 
for the home energy label rebate pilot program. It 
is currently expected that CVAG will cover the 
costs of the Energy Code training program. 

 



 
 

Home Energy Label Comparison Chart 

Label Name Home Energy Score HERS II Rating Home Energy Report 

Certifying Entity Department of Energy CalCERTS / CHEERS InterNACHI 

Currently available in 
Coachella Valley 

Pending Yes Yes 

Includes rating Yes Yes No 

Rating linked to house 
sale / listing 

Yes No No 

Rating system 1-10 (higher is better) 

 

0-250 (lower is better) 

 

None 

Diagnostic testing Blower door optional; 
cannot enter duct 

blaster measurement 
into Home Energy 

Score 

Blower door, duct 
blaster 

None 

Number of data inputs 50+ 50+ About 40  

Field work + data input 
time 

1.25 hours (less if done 
as part of a general 
home inspection) 

 

4 – 8 hours 

 

10 minutes, if done as 
part of a general home 
inspection; less than 

one hour, if done as a 
stand-alone inspection 

service 

Estimated cost $100 with concurrent 
home inspection; $199 

– $275 without 

$300 – $600 $100 with concurrent 
home inspection, $175 

without 

Estimated Annual 
Energy Use 

Yes Yes Yes 

Energy Efficiency 
Recommendations 

Yes Yes Yes 

Estimated Energy 
Efficiency Cost Savings 

Yes Yes Yes 

 

 


