
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION - REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, December 17, 2019 Palm Springs City Hall, Large Conference Room  

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
ROLL CALL: A quorum was present for this Regular Meeting of the City of Palm Springs Sustainability Commission.  
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was presented by Chair Clark.  A motion to approve was made by 
Commissioner Gauthier and seconded by Commissioner Flanagan and unanimously carried by an open vote. 
 
       Present FY 2019/2020  FY 2019/2020 

  This Meeting    to Date Excused Absences Unexcused Absences                     
Roy Clark, Chair X 40 
Robert McCann, Vice Chair X 38  
David Freedman X 50    
Jennifer Futterman  E 35 2  
Greg Gauthier X 30 1  
John Goins E 25 2     
Carl Baker  E   17 1 
Jim Flanagan X  9 1 
Lani Miller  X  9  
Sandra Garratt X  5   
    
X = Present  E = Excused (notified Chair and Staff of absence)  
L = Late U = did not notify of absence 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT: Patrick Tallarico, Manager, Office of Sustainability;  

      Gary Calhoun, Recycling Coordinator 
 
CITY MANAGER / STAFF COMMENTS – Manager Tallarico reported on the following:  

• At the December 4, 2019, Council meeting, the second reading of the solar zoning ordinance went 
through without comment.  

• On December 5, 2019, there was a Special Council meeting on the construction of an arena by the 
Agua Caliente Tribe of Cahuilla Indians. Comments focused primarily on traffic, but some participants 
also mentioned environmental concerns and business impacts associated with the downtown location.  

• At the upcoming December 19, 2019 Council meeting there will be two presentations. Manager 
Tallarico will be presenting on the signage for the new Downtown Trash and Recycling cans and a brief 
presentation on the naming ceremony dedication of the Community Garden in honor of Michele Mician. 
One agenda item of note will be the new building codes going into effect January 1, 2020.   

• Manager Tallarico also reported that the request for proposal (RFP) for the Airport Turf Conversion 
project was issued. Responses are due in January 2020.  

• The Bike Share RFP resulted in one response, and the response was shared with the Business 
Retention subcommittee who requested more information before moving forward.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None. 

 
A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
 
B. PRESENTATIONS 

1. Desert Community Energy (DCE), Katie Barrows  
Ms Barrows provided information on Desert Community Energy (DCE), which will provide carbon-
free electricity for Palm Springs residents. She explained that althought DCE will be providing the 
electricity, Southern California Edison (SCE) will still deliver the electricity and will still bill customers. 
Enrollment for Palm Springs residents will begin in April 2020. An opt-out option will be available for 
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those who wish to stay with SCE. DCE will be sending letters to all Palm Springs residents in 
February.  

2. Resident Mark Rock – Leaf Blowers 
Mr. Rock spoke on the impact that leaf blowers (which he refers to as dirt blowers) have on a person’s 
hearing and health. He stated that the blowers also create particulate clouds that spread unhealthy 
materials through the air which are breathed in by the public. He described how the blowers also 
harm the environment by emitting harmful emissions. He is requesting a comprehensive ban on all 
leaf blowers in the City of Palm Springs. He would also like to see stronger enforcement including 
having police officers issue citations to gardeners when they see an infraction. He also suggested 
that it may be helpful to have a citizen patrol to assist with enforcement efforts.  

 
C. MEETING MINUTES 

November 19, 2019 Regular Meeting minutes approval: Motion by Commissioner Freedman to pass with 
editorial changes provided to Manager Tallarico before the meeting, second by Commissioner Garratt. 
Motion passed unanimously.   
 

D. RECYCLING REPORT, Recycling Coordinator Gary Calhoun reported on the following: 
• Mr. Calhoun met with Chris Cunningham at PSDS and was informed that the City has hired a firm 

HF&H to assist in the development of the City’s response to the changes expected with SB 1383.  
• The next shredding and e-waste event is scheduled for Saturday, January 18, 2020.  
• Mr. Calhoun picked up batteries and used toner cartridges from Police and Fire Departments and sent 

them off for recycling.  
• The recycling number from Desert Recycling this month was 2,253 tons, most of which was construction 

and concrete.  
• In support of AB341, 87 businesses have been visited to discuss their compliance requirements. Mr. 

Calhoun plans to continue these visits and complete the 63 remaining.  
• Commissioner Flanagan asked the status of the City’s recycling markets. Manager Tallarico reported 

that Burrtec that processes the City’s recycling has found outlets for most materials that are collected, 
although some of these markets are in Asia, and it is less certain how the materials are managed when 
they get there. Commissoiner Miller noted that not all of the materials that go into bins are recyclable 
due to contamination or the fact that they are not really recyclable. These materials as well as other 
materials that are too small to process end up going to landfill.  
 

E. OLD BUSINESS                     
Commissioners discussed the following items. 
1. Single-use Plastics Ordinance:  

Manager Tallarico reviewed the changes to the ordinance, including the name of the ordinance 
which now is “The code regarding reusable food service ware and plastic waste reduction”. Some 
definitions were changed also. Additions were made to the prepared food category to include City 
facilities and contractors. 
 
Commissioner Miller asked about the reality of recycling foil given that it needs to be clean and flat. 
Manager Tallarico agreed to remove the reference to the requirement to accommodate foil 
recycling.  
 
Commissioner Freedman asked if catering requirements could be made clearer.  
 
Other content that was added included: eliminating the retail sale and distribution of polystyrene 
foam and rigid forms of polystyrene food ware based on feedback from the last meeting; prohibiting 
use of plastic bags for takeout; a twenty-five cent charge for a disposable cup to promote the use of 
reusable cups; a fazed-in charge for other disposables such as other foodware to encourage people 
to use other types of reusable food ware.  
 
Commissioner Garrett noted concerns about the use of latex gloves in food preparation. Manager 
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Tallarico stated that this will not be addressed in the ordinance at this time.  
 
Althought the ordinance would apply to providers of food at no cost to the recipient, there are 
exceptions that could be considered.  
 
Restrictions on City food ware purchases and plastics purchases was also included in the updated 
version of the ordinance.  
 
The ordinance will be updated and sent to the City Attorney for review. It will then go to City Council 
for review in February.  
 
The Commission agreed that the City should move forward with developing the ordinance as 
presented noting the clarification mentioned.   

 
2. Community Garden Naming Ceremony and Tree Planting: 

Manager Tallarico reported that the preparations for the ceremony are going well. A fig tree that the 
Commission had requested was planted. Plaques were installed with the new garden name. Any 
plots that are not rented will be cleaned before the ceremony. About 30 – 40 people are expected.   

 
3. Climate Action Plan Roadmap: 

Manager Tallarico reported that no changes have been made to the roadmap since it was last 
presented. The roadmap will be presented to the City Council in February 2020. The staff report will 
include a statement on what some other cities are doing as part of their Climate Action plans in 
terms of energy codes.   
 

4. Leaf Blower Ban Enforcement Enhancements: 
Nothing new to report.  

  
F. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Pedestrian and Safe Routes to School Master Plan  
Manager Tallarico stated that SCAG is still in the process of selecting a consultant, so there is 
nothing new to report. Ideas for projects have been submitted and will be given to the consultant.  

2. EV Charging Locations 
Manager Tallarico stated that he met with Maintenance and Facilities to discuss locations, which 
resulted in some changes to planned locaitons. SCE has been given the changes, and the City is 
waiting on their feedback.  

3. Sustainable Film Series. “MOTION: The Sustainability Commission approves sponsorship of the 2020 
Sustainable Film Series at the Palm Springs Cultural Center in the amount of $2,000.” 

After confirming the amount of the sponsorship, Commissioner Miller made the motion as stated 
with a second from Commissioner Garratt. Commissioner Freedman asked what day of the week 
the films will be presented. Manager Tallarico and Chair Clark discussed that the exact day and 
time has not been determined. The motion passed unanimously. 

4. Discussion of next steps with “flushable” wipes 
Manager Tallarico discussed the challenges that the Waste Water Treatment Plant has with 
products referred to as “flushable” wipes. The City Attorney was asked if financial support could be 
given to an organization requesting support for AB1672, which will ban the labeling of products as 
flushable when in fact they are not. The City Attorney stated that because the organization did work 
that was somehow beneficial to the City, the City could provide financial support for their efforts. 
Discussion ensued on whether or not the funding was for joining the organization by paying dues, 
or if the funding could be given in other ways. More information on the organization was requested 
before a recommendation could be made. The issue will be placed on a future agenda for 
discussion. Commissioner Miller will take the responsibility for obtaining the requested information.  
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G. SUBCOMMITTEE AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS  

  
1. Standing Subcommittee on Solar and Green Building –  

a. Building code update: Commissioner Freedman reported that the City Council will consider an 
ordinance and hold a public hearing on the building standards codes in December and January. 

b. Solar Zoning Ordinance: The Solar Zoning Ordinance was adopted by City Council on December 
4th.  

c. Potential GHG Reduction Measures: As part of the Climate Action Plan, a suggestion has been 
made that commercial buildings get all of their energy from renewable sources. This can be 
accomplished by the commercial building staying with DCE. Commissioner Freedman also stated  
that some Northern California cities have gone beyond the Energy Code requirements and are 
limiting natural gas in new construction. Whether or not this will occur in Palm Springs will be up to 
the City Council, but this is not being recommended by the Committee this time. 

d. Street coatings to reduce heat island effects: Commissioner Flanagan stated that the issue has 
been tabled until more definitive research is available.  

2. Standing Subcommittee on Waste Reduction.  
a. Signage update: Manager Tallarico showed the signage that has been developed for the 

downtown trash and recycle containers. He will be presenting the designs to the City Council in 
December. He also mentioned that the containers will begin being installed next week. Concrete 
pads will be added after the containers are placed on sidewalk pavers. It was suggested that the 
trash images be “dirtier”.  

b. Cultural Center project: Manager Tallarico and Chair Clark met with the Center regarding their 
reusable products. The discussion included moving them away from their polystyrene plastic ware. 
They will stay with a disposable plastic for their wine and cocktail drinks, but it will be made from 
PET, which is more readily recycled. In addition, because the Center generally only serves clear 
liquids, it may be easy to develop a process for recycling the empty plastic glasses.  

3. Standing Subcommittee on World Environment Day – Commissioner Garratt reached out to Greta 
Thunberg to see if she would be available for a video chat or message on World Environment Day.  

4. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Earth Day – Commissioner Baker was not present at this meeting. Manager 
Tallarico stated that he met with Commissioner Baker and discussed giving the neighborhood groups 
a menu of challenges to do for Earth Day. DWA is also interested in participating.  

5. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Walkability & Pedestrian Planning – No report. 
6. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Crosswalks and Pedestrian Safety – Chair Clark stated that work is in 

progress on a traffic calming study on the Ramon corridor. Concerns with pedestrian safety 
prompted the study. Commissioner Flanagan also discussed the idea of converting all cross walks 
to “no button required” status. This would mean that any time a light turned green, the walk sign 
would also illuminate.  

7. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Bicycle Routes and Cycling – No report. 
8. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Night Sky – Commissioner Flanagan stated that he and Vice Chair 

McCann met with John McCoy, a landscape and outdoor lighting designer. A proposed list of goals 
was developed with possibly using ordinances from other cities as an example. Manager Tallarico 
requested that the subcommittee discuss how to proceed based on the research they conducted 
and come back to the Commission with a recommendation before developing a draft ordinance.     

9. Big Horn Sheep Habitat Protection – Commissioner Flanagan stated that the volunteer Trail Ranger 
program was the subject of a story in the Desert Sun. The Trail Rangers have been able to educate 
many of the hikers who were unaware of the ordinance. Commissioner Flanagan stated that a set 
of guidelines will be developed for the volunteer Trail Rangers.    

10. Water Conservation – Commissioner Freedman reported that at a signing ceremony in Las Vegas, 
that DWA now has water rights to the Colorado River until 2030. There was a 13.1% water reduction 
in November from the 2013 baseline, with 19.5% cumulative savings for the year and 17.3% since 
June 2016 when targets were established 

11. Wellness – No report.  
12. Desert Community Energy, Community Advisory Committee – Commissioner Freedman stated that 

CAC members will meet on Thursday, December 19th to see a presentation by Lift to Rise related 
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to the CARE/FERA program. Manager Tallarico stated that the program will be moving forward 
quickly now and that he is requesting Mayor Kors come to next month’s ONE-PS meeting to give a 
brief presentation on what to expect and encourage everyone to stay on the 100% green energy 
option.  

 
H. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND UPCOMING AGENDA DEVELOPMENT –  

• Commissioner McCann stated that Oswit Canyon has been saved. The funds necessary to purchase 
the land have been obtained.  

• Commisioner Miller stated that she appreciated all of the work that Vice Chair McCann has done for 
the Oswit Canyon initiative. 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting of the Sustainability Commission adjourned at 7:23 PM by a motion from 

Commissioner Flanagan and seconded by Vice Chair McCann and approved by a unanimous vote. They 
adjourned to the Regular Meeting of the Sustainability Commission to be held at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January  
21, 2020, in the Large Conference Room at the Palm Springs City Hall. The Sustainability Commission’s 
regular meeting schedule is at 5:00 p.m. the third Tuesday each month except August unless otherwise noted 
or amended.  

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Patrick Tallarico, Manager, Office of Sustainability 
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