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From My Perspective 

Dear Palm Springs Residents, 
 
After nearly 21 years of service, last Thursday I announced my retirement 
as Palm Springs City Manager, which will take effect at the end of the 
year. 
  
Serving you, the residents of Palm Springs over these past two decades 
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has been an honor, a privilege, and an incredible journey! 
 
Suffice it to say, I am extremely proud of how our team at City Hall, in 
partnership with our City Council, residents, businesses, tourism and 
hospitality stakeholders have worked together to help elevate Palm 
Springs into an iconic, inclusive, world-class destination that offers 
superior services and a vibrant quality of life for our residents. 
 
In particular, I am extremely grateful to the staff at City Hall for their 
diligence and dedication to performing the important work we do every 
day to make our city great – and to the many City Council members I 
have served over the years, for their vision, leadership and commitment 
to our city. 
 
The City of Palm Springs and our residents are uniquely like no place 
else -- and I am grateful to have had the opportunity to serve you. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
David  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Don't forget to VOTE! Election Day is 
Tuesday, Nov. 3  

  

Palm Springs residents can access information about the upcoming 
November 3, 2020 election, including details about City Council 
candidates, campaign disclosure reports, information about the City’s 
five-district voting system, and much more by visiting 
votepalmsprings.com. 
  
Voters can also find an online map allowing them to locate their Council 
district along with information about Voter Assistance Centers, how to 
request a vote-by-mail ballot, and a link to register to vote. The deadline 
to register to vote is Monday, October 19, 2020. 
  
Riverside County residents will have two voting options for the November 

http://www.votepalmsprings.com/


3, 2020, election: 
  
VOTE BY MAIL:  

• Beginning today, the Registrar of Voters will mail vote-by-mail 
ballots with prepaid postage return envelopes to every registered 
voter. 

• Voters can verify their registration at https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/ 
or register to vote  https://registertovote.ca.gov/ 

• Also beginning today, voters can drop off their ballot at the following 
locations:  

o Palm Springs City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, 
Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

o Demuth Community Center, 3601 E. Mesquite Ave., 
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

• Voters can track their ballots by registering HERE.  

IN-PERSON VOTING 
If necessary, residents may utilize any in-person Voter Assistance 
Center within Riverside County. The Registrar of Voters recommends 
that voters only go to in-person voting locations if essential due to 
COVID-19 public health and safety concerns. Below are the Voter 
Assistance Centers within the City of Palm Springs:  

• Demuth Community Center, Multi-Purpose Room 
3601 E. Mesquite Avenue 
October 31 - November 2, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
November 3 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

• James O. Jessie Desert Highland Unity Center, Gymnasium 
480 W. Tramview Road 
October 31 - November 2, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
November 3 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/
https://registertovote.ca.gov/
https://california.ballottrax.net/voter/


 

• Palm Springs Public Library, Learning Center 
300 S. Sunrise Way 
October 31 - November 2, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
November 3 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Residents can sign up for same-day voter registration at these voting 
centers, drop off their ballots, or use a voting machine for in-person 
voting. For more information about the upcoming election, visit 
votepalmsprings.com  

  

 

Staff still working at City Hall to assist 
residents and businesses  

  

A reminder, due to COVID-19, City Hall is closed to the public, but staff is 
still working and available to assist residents and businesses, Monday - 
Thursday from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. You can communicate with City staff 
either through telephone or via email and they will be happy to work with 
you. 

http://www.votepalmsprings.com/


 

 
In addition, it should be noted the City Manager's Office is looking to re-
open City Hall with appropriate COVID-related safety protocols of face 
coverings and social distancing within the next two weeks.   

  

 

Stay informed! Next City Council meeting 
Thursday, Oct. 8  

  

The next Palm Springs City Council meeting is Thursday, Oct. 8 at 5:30 
p.m. To view the Council's agenda, click HERE. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting will be held by 
teleconference, via Zoom. Public comment is desired and welcomed. 
Residents may submit their comments to the Office of the City Clerk prior 
to the meeting no later than 5 p.m. if they wish to speak at the Council 
meeting. The phone number is (760) 323-8204. At the appropriate time, a 
staff member will call members of the public wishing to provide testimony. 
  
Written public comments to the City Council may be submitted 
electronically. Materials may be emailed to cityclerk@palmspringsca.gov. 
Transmittal prior to the start of meeting is required. Any correspondence 

https://destinyhosted.com/agenda_publish.cfm?id=72567&mt=CC&get_month=10&get_year=2020&dsp=ag&seq=1262
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received during or after the meeting will be distributed to the City Council 
and retained for the official record. 
  
Residents can watch the Council meeting live online at 
palmspringsca.gov, on the City’s YouTube channel, or on Palm Springs 
Community Television Channel 17.  

  

 

Be Counted! Respond to the 2020 Census 
by Oct. 31  

  

The 2020 Census is here and its important every resident gets counted 
so Palm Springs doesn’t lose important federal funding. 
 
It’s easy and takes just 10 minutes. By responding you can help Palm 
Springs:  

• Rebuild our infrastructure 

http://www.palmspringsca.gov/


 

• Improve our parks and libraries 
• Strengthen our schools 
• Fund public safety, hospitals – and much more! 

Shape the future of Palm Springs! Visit my2020census.gov to take the 
survey now.  

  

 

State approves Riverside County to move 
into red tier thanks declining COVID-19 
cases  

The less restrictive red tier allows for the following:  

• Critical infrastructure, open with modifications. 
• Limited services, such as carwashes and landscapers, open with 

modifications. 
• Hair salons and barbershops, open indoors with modifications 
• NEW: All retail, open indoors with modifications, maximum 50% 

capacity. 
• NEW: Shopping Centers (Malls, Destination Centers, Swap Meets) 

open indoors with modifications, including maximum 50% capacity, 
closed common areas, reduced capacity food courts 

• NEW: Personal Care Services, open indoors with modifications 
• NEW: Museums, Zoos, and Aquariums, open indoors with 

modifications, including indoor activities with maximum 25% 
capacity. 

• NEW: Places of Worship, open indoors with modifications, including 
maximum 25% capacity or 100 people, whichever is fewer. 

• NEW: Movie Theaters, open indoors with modifications, including 
maximum 25% capacity or 100 people, whichever is fewer. 
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• NEW: Hotels and lodging, open with modifications, including + 
fitness centers (+10). 

• NEW: Gyms and Fitness Centers, open indoors with modifications, 
including maximum 10% capacity. 

• NEW: Restaurants, open indoors with modifications, including 
maximum 25% capacity or 100 people, whichever is fewer. 

• Wineries, outdoor only with modifications 
• Bars, Breweries, and Distilleries, (where no meal is provided), 

CLOSED. 
• Family Entertainment Centers, e.g. kart racing, mini golf, batting 

cages, outdoor only with modifications. 
• Cardrooms, Satellite Wagering, outdoor only with modifications 
• Offices, REMOTE. 
• Professional Sports, open without live audiences with modifications. 

Counties must remain at each tier for a minimum of 21 days before 
moving to the next tier. Schools may reopen for in-person instruction on a 
widespread basis (without a waiver) once a county is in the red tier for at 
least two weeks. 
 
For information about industry guidance, click HERE. For more 
information about California's color-coded, four-tier system that allows 
different levels of reopening for businesses, please review the state's 
"Blueprint for a Safer Economy."  

https://covid19.ca.gov/industry-guidance/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID19CountyMonitoringOverview.aspx


  

  

 

Find latest COVID-19 information on City's 
website  

 

Information about COVID-19 testing, City orders, state guidance for 
business re-openings, case updates and resources for renters, 
businesses, residents, unemployed workers and a plethora of other 
helpful information can be found on the City’s Coronavirus landing page 
HERE.  

https://www.palmspringsca.gov/government/covid-19-updates
https://www.palmspringsca.gov/government/covid-19-updates


  

 

Palm Springs Convention Center hosting 
FREE COVID-19 testing, Oct. 12- 14  

  

 

Free COVID testing will be available at the Palm Springs Convention 
Center, Oct. 12 – 14, through the Riverside University Health System. 
Insurance questions are asked in the event insurance can be billed, but 
there is no co-pay. For information about the test please call 800-945-
6171 or visit www.rivcoph.org/coronavirus.Testing is encouraged for 
those that do not have symptoms, not just those with symptoms. 
  
Palm Springs Convention Center 
277 N. Avenida Caballeros 
Free Parking – Lot is located off of N. Avenida Caballeros 
  
Dates & Times:  
Monday         Oct. 12   8 am – 3 pm 
Tuesday        Oct. 13   11 am – 6 pm 
Wednesday   Oct. 14   8 am – 3 pm 
  
By appointment only: http://bit.ly/PSConventionCtrOct12-14 
Note: Disregard the location noted as Indio when you register  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v28LhB5hxrEcXzF-Wc5yVk62CCUW0nL3rgwp6t1PnkS0EKrN6aHIUSISrUXyJpgb89WAamTVCa0aXVDoiWfByTQwhzDA_Jk1FbLtTQjkRHbxDx5TBaTj3bwXbqnP02d1v8v5jWmdq1sa4MP-InmTss1YJwIf8xqlBSWtQqViQOIxaRALDIPL3LRizx3H0duEcJtAZPHugMLzlS6X9WfAhCodGcXURbVOxC6SsDXlJlh_WG6HMuO3M3LosBpu20XGaF-kHgAFKRBA8p7EtdM4YPKW_mvBS0-QulqtUmStjs_255_0QsaCF_YXWgVBtr9TT7TA_blwUt2ERyJ7DvC-I7B9UIDkQy0iqUqBq-EvggQQCxyuZTBXBiE6Ky58weuCn2JM5CHkze9ygsr2utonE-0sk5AJTDl8gfO1jUQ-wxEgcpH9eyj0d1o3MKTEZuV6l47QtHgUuiAWgPudx6iiz0j9dcNyWLdeG3HAgCvOHogC5xqhmldXTJio-7oLZS_KamPPF4vYYDptYOfgFv5QXKRkjlX4hML70XinvNXz2yLpemrNdk8gA==&c=0ggaAch-1AlNJFfcrSj0dljAr3nTh5ev2bZx6tBlwII4xHnOnO3iAw==&ch=A5N1dx2kA94p77OnpAGeOQRjrdxatNHMKTQ09qLrJy0cVk8kUfjTIA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v28LhB5hxrEcXzF-Wc5yVk62CCUW0nL3rgwp6t1PnkS0EKrN6aHIUSISrUXyJpg061PqjS2bHvKyLy-YM59CSByF-y519ll0rQaIIpoRUulbxek-aGaaaIZU_Dh4GXKZS8YtquhKto012LkoZtoNvejTFAxgpJfX_dr2tDon1UGEsjo5gacy84eBw6kiemuyTB5C4rPcSVZOrT3sJfr6GNqalC-b43mdhfT-5zv6TguwrM7un-6X20CsbSTEt4qlUEe6lAwRPW5MMUpmRRlYCO3adjxSbg6_EfE7MJ0oq13UY416COH9h5_N8Va3KdnBCtBc8cqFwqxvymxZULlkH82re2JVxs9Ewibau8cze2ppPk_yeewsFm7S0Gwwa-Ow5KX4jdtOIlRQPGRDZhMpvqH6z6pOJMA1Ng9C4A4iNHohX06feQ_zCzGQx0igPfT5TbcUvxxai5sU-AmUQjbS31ysbmCH1srkZLzcrpz6o1OE45W328Xa7QoMY1-g76Hww8kmRfRLtD4D6z7P6ZsghnRPEMhbAcRtwbcJQAi7EIAIa31MFbxCf3uCnlRrBRoZHldUjlzEjCJEBQiLDTZXs3HdnIINzAIpqi1oVPWn8N0Mc837SNW4U0Js1SOH-0onVoOrEuVhEsiGeQoPA32-kNawki8ARIiCB1dWsSSwHjZ2rhQDKtPaWaiW0qh03_zTAc8LxNnDZEVhj6eWPv9xNXHBjRV0KROdEobfbgQ5aKvLq-ZCaGtLvTCbrZRVrz0KShpr8gD64y_cad8lxZuGmgC4XZBZMBD&c=0ggaAch-1AlNJFfcrSj0dljAr3nTh5ev2bZx6tBlwII4xHnOnO3iAw==&ch=A5N1dx2kA94p77OnpAGeOQRjrdxatNHMKTQ09qLrJy0cVk8kUfjTIA==


  

 

COVID-19 Business Assistance Grant 
Program expands eligibility  

 

The County of Riverside COVID-19 Business Assistance Grant Program, 
round 3 is now open for applications. 
 
$10,000 grants are awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Applications will be accepted until Oct. 30 at 5 p.m. For more 
information, visit rivcobizhelp.org.  

 
 
 

http://www.rivcobiz.org/


  

 

Rental assistance for residents impacted by 
COVID-19  

 

Do you or someone you know need help paying the rent due to the 
impacts of COVID-19? 
 
Eligible residents in Riverside County can now apply for $3,500 in rental 
assistance thanks to a partnership between the County of Riverside, the 
United Way and Lift to Rise. Applications are now open at 
UnitedLift.org. 
 
Rental assistance is open to all residents regardless of immigration 
status.  

  

http://unitedlift.org/


 

City and FIND Food Bank Partner for FREE 
mobile food pantry distribution in Desert 
Highland Gateway Estates  

  

  



 

City rolls out new "PS Keeping You Safe" 
public education campaign  

 

  

 

  

A highly visible new public education campaign entitled “PS Keeping 
You Safe,” comprised of billboards, over-sized poster signs and banners, 
in both English and Spanish, has recently kicked off throughout the City 
thanks to a partnership with tourism and business leaders, including the 
Palm Springs Bureau of Tourism, the Palm Springs Chamber of 
Commerce and P.S. Resorts. 
  
A total of 25 over-sized poster signs have been strategically placed 
throughout downtown along with four billboards installed at key gateway 
entry points on Interstate 10, Gene Autry Trail, Dinah Shore Drive and on 
Highway 111 -- informing residents and visitors that face coverings are a 
must, both indoors and outdoors. 
  
In addition, the City recently installed several hundred zip signs tied 
around poles in the downtown corridor, two large banners overhead along 
Palm Canyon Drive, several electronic message boards noting face 



 

coverings are required – and partnered with NBC Palm Springs and 
“Manny the Movie Guy” to film a public service announcement in both 
English and Spanish, currently airing on NBC and Univision.  

  

 

Residents invited to call Palm Springs 
Police Department's COVID-19 Hotline  

  

 

The City of Palm Springs encourages residents to call the PSPD COVID-
19 Hotline with any questions or concerns related to city orders, 
enforcement and more. The hotline at (760) 323-8159 is available seven 
days a week from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.  

  



 

Weekly Code Compliance Report  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Fallen officers Vega and Zerebny honored 
at Oct. 8 memorial streamed live on 
Facebook  

  

  



 

Palm Springs International Airport 
celebrates the arrival of new air service, 
including Southwest!  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Downtown Park Update  

  

 

Construction of the new Downtown Park is well underway and completion 
is anticipated for mid-2021. 
 
The park is located on Museum Way, directly in front of the Palm Springs 
Art Museum, where the original Desert Inn was once located. 
 
The new park, designed by renowned Los Angeles-based architects 
Rios, Clementi, Hale Studios, will include a palm tree grove inspired by 
the Indian Canyons, a water feature and an amphitheater for all kinds of 
original arts and entertainment specific to Palm Springs. In addition, the 
park will feature a downtown police sub-station. 
 
Stay tuned for more details about the completion of the park as we get 
closer to the grand opening.  

  



 

New affordable housing projects on tap for 
Palm Springs  

 

 

The proposed "Agave Palm Canyon"  

A new affordable housing project for seniors called “Agave at Palm 
Canyon” is proposed for the the southwest corner of Stevens Road and 
North Palm Canyon Drive.  
 
The developer, West Hollywood Community Housing Corporation, 
recently presented their 71- one-bedroom unit project at a community 
meeting with the City Council liaisons to affordable housing and 
homelessness. 
 
The plan features a two-story structure with desert landscaping that 
would be built to LEED standards. Amenities would include a resident 
community room, gym/fitness and laundry room, and private outdoor 
open space. A 3,000 – 4,000 square foot commercial space facing Palm 
Canyon Drive is also proposed. In addition, the complex would feature 



 

comprehensive free of charge on-site support services for all residents, 
provided by Desert AIDS Project. 
 
It is anticipated that plans will be submitted soon with more opportunities 
available for public comment this fall at the Planning Commission. 
 
In addition, the City of Palm Springs is also participating with the County 
of Riverside for a much needed new affordable housing project that 
would convert the 100-unit former Ivy Palms Motel , located at 2000 N. 
Palm Canyon Drive, into 80 permanent affordable housing units. 
Workforce development services would additionally be provided as part of 
the project plan. 
  
The opportunity to develop the motel into affordable housing emerged 
from COVID-19 relief funds. Under California’s Homekey Grant program, 
funding is available through state allocation of federal relief funds. The 
City of Palm Springs has also committed $3 million of a $10 million State 
of California homelessness grant awarded earlier this year. 
  
Public agencies are allowed to apply for Homekey grants to transform 
motels, hotels and buildings into affordable, long-term housing. The state 
of California requires that funds be spent by Dec. 30, 2020.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

New sculpture "Love Letters" installed in 
downtown; Get your selfie!  

 

 

Local Drag Queen Bella DaBall poses with the new "Love Letters" sculpture  

The City of Palm Springs in partnership with the Palm Springs 
Chamber of Commerce and P.S. Resorts, recently unveiled a newly 
commissioned and wildly popular interactive art piece called “Love 
Letters” in the plaza adjacent to the Kimpton Rowan Palm Springs in 
downtown. 
  
“Love Letters” consists of two red metal sculptures—each six feet tall 
and weighing 850 pounds—placed side by side. One section spells out 
“PS,” while the other depicts a heart and a “U.” By standing between the 
two, residents and visitors can become the “I” in the phrase “PS I (Love) 
U.” There is a stamp on the ground between the pieces, not only to show 



 

individuals where to stand, but to urge them to share #PSILOVEYOU on 
social media. A perfect selfie or photo opp! 
 
Funded by City of Palm Springs public arts funds and PS Resorts, 
"Love Letters" is officially part of Palm Springs’ public art collection, the 
sculpture will be jointly maintained by the city and the Chamber for the 
benefit of residents, visitors, and businesses. 
 
The piece was designed to be portable so that it can be displayed at 
various prominent spots throughout the city. Additionally, the heart at its 
center can be wrapped to mark any occasion, from the Palm Springs 
International Film Festival and Modernism Week to the Festival of Lights 
Parade and Greater Palm Springs Pride. 
  
Grit Development President Michael Braun has generously offered 
“Love Letters” its first home between Italian restaurant Il Corso and 
Starbucks in downtown.  

  

 

City's Public Arts Commission "Street 
Bench Pilot Program" continues to WOW!  

 

 

 



 

  

 

This third round of the City's hugely popular pilot program, which allows 
local artists to create vibrant colored street benches throughout 
downtown for residents and visitors to enjoy is brought to you by Public 
Arts funding, in cooperation with Main Street Palm Springs. For more 
information, visit pspublicarts.com.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pspublicarts.com/


 

Public restrooms available in downtown  

 

  

 

By the way, did you know public restrooms are now available for 
residents and visitors in the downtown development project? The 
restrooms are adjacent to Il Corso Restaurant directly across from the 
Rowan Hotel near the "Isabelle" sculpture. Hours of operation 
8 am - 10 pm, 7 days a week.          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Public Swimming pool reopens at Palm 
Springs Leisure Center  

  

 

The public pool at the Palm Springs Leisure Center, 401 S. Pavilion 
Way, is open once again for lap swimming. Hours of operation are 
Monday - Friday from 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. Reservations are required by 
calling (760) 323-8272 or reserve online HERE. 
 
Palm Springs residents may book a reservation on the day they want to 
use the pool. Non-residents must make a reservation the day before.  

  

 

 

 

 

https://apm.activecommunities.com/palmspringsrecreation/Reserve_Options


 

Take advantage of "Library-A-Go-Go" 
services  

  

 

The Palm Springs Public Library continues to offer pickup services for 
books, DVDs, and other library items through their Library-A-Go-Go 
service.  They also offer mobile printing, craft kits to-go, parking lot Wi-Fi 
access, and virtual programming. Librarians are available to answer 
questions Monday - Saturday.  Give them a call at 760-322-READ 
(7323).  

  

 

 

 

 



 

City of Palm Springs on 
Facebook! "LIKE" Us! 
Did you know the City of Palm Springs has 
a Facebook page? You can get the latest 
information on upcoming special events, City 
Council agenda items, meetings, community and 
economic development and other important Palm 
Springs news by liking "Palm Springs City 
Government" on Facebook. You can also find us 
on Twitter @CityofPS. 
 
NEW: The City now has a Facebook page in 
Spanish. "Like" us by going to "Gobierno 
Municipal de Palm Springs." 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Find your neighborhood! 

Nextdoor is the private social network for you, 
your neighbors and your community. It's the 
easiest way for you and your neighbors to talk 
online and make all of your lives better in the real 
world. And it's free. 
  

  

 

https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/palmspringsca--palm-springs--ca/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/palmspringsca--palm-springs--ca/

