c. G. LYKKEN

HARDWARE
DRY GOODS
SHOES

pPALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA

Feb. 27, 1934

Vr. F. V. Shannon:

Executive Secretary
Chamber of Commerce
Palm Springs, C-~1lif.

Dear ¥r. Shannon:

In reply to yours of Feb. 23rd. The Police Dept.
had taken this matter up with Supt. Dady some time ago
and informed him that dumping of rubbish was taking
place on the reservation. Cheif Seaton has made several
trips to the point indicated and will continue to do so.

Yours truly,
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REPORT OF INSPECTION
AT THE
INDIAN SETTLEMENT, PALM SPRINGS RESERVATION
RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CALIF.

By
H. B. Hommon, Sanitary Engineer

U, S. Public Health Service
14th Ave. & Lake St., San Francisco, Calif,

June 1933

At the request of Superintendent Ellis of the Mission Indian
Agency, and Thomas P. B. Jones, Sanitary Engineer of the River-
side County Board of Health, the writer and C. G. Gillespie, Dir=-
ector of the Bureau of Sanitary Engineering of the State Board of
Health, visited Palm Springs on December 13, 1932, Mr. Jones,
acting under authority of a permit given in Cumulative Pamphlet
Supplement No. 3, U. S. Code Annotated Title 25, Indians, Section
231, which grants permission to employees of any state to make
inspection for certain purposes on Indian iribal lands, had
visited the Palm Springs Reservation many times and made inspections
of the Indian settlement. He wanted the writer to confer with
him regarding the general sanitary conditions at the settlement.

Upon arrival at Palm Springs, the writer and Mr. Gillespie
met Mr, Jones and Mr., J. K, Hall, Farmer for the Agency, and at the
request of Mr. Jones, F. V. Shannon, President of the local Chamber
of Comuerce and A. F. Hicks, President of the Palm Springs Water
Company, were asked to accompany our party on the inspection of the
Indian settlement. Both Mr. Hicks and Mr. Shannon were reported
to be very much interested in the local situation with regard to
sanitation on the reservation.

eneral Inspection

It was reported by Mr. Hall that there were 30 heads of
Indian families and 55 Indians on the reservation, which consists
of 30,000 acres of land with the western border immediately
adjacent to the town of Palm Springs. Practically all of the
Indians live on property adjacent to Indian Avenue, which is a
60-foot dirt street which separates the reservation from the town,
There was no map available whowing the allotments to the Indians at t
the time of the survey, but a map was furnished by Superintendent
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ﬁllis at a later date.

The larger houses built by the Indians for their own use ang
r renting, were generally considered satisfactory, but those
gailt by lessees on land rented from the Indians were mostly in the

natur‘e Of ShaCkS.

There are four camps in the settlement. One, owned by a
Mr. Hatchett is operated as an auto camp and was found to be satis=-
facotry and had been approved by the State Bureau of Housing and
Immigration. Neither Mr, Hicks nor Mr. Shannon had any complaints
to offer against the sanitary conditions at this camp.,

On the properties owned by Mr. McGill and Mr. Lee Arenas, there
were approximately 30 cabins with eight flush toilets and a few pit
privies. The Pit privies were not in the best of condition. Some of
them needed cléaning while others needed better houses. There were
a few additional cabins scattered about, mostly with earth pit toilets,
There were a few toilets over irrigation ditches that were in bad
condition and should be entirely removed., Mr. Jones, who, as stated
above, has made frequent inspections at the settlement, stated a few
weeks after the survey was made that the toilets over the irrigation
ditches had been removed and that repairs had been made to the others
which were found to be in bad condition in December.

The cottages occupied by the Indian families had either flush
toilets or pit privies which were found gener@lly in %ogd cogdi iQn.
Sewage from the flush toilets is disposed of in tesspdols, which 1s
the method of disposal in the town of Palm Springs,

The bath house which had been the cause of many complaints
in previous years, had been eeplaced with a building that was
apprboved by the State Board of Health and it was considered satis-
fectory by Mr. Shannon and Mr., Hicks. There are six bath rooms, but
the Indian who has chagge of the bath house reported that rooms
numbered 2 and 3, which are located on the sunny side of the building
were most generally used., Rooms number 4, 5 and 6, located on the north
side of the building were not generally used and number was seldom
used on account of the small flow of water through the pool in this
room, The temperature of the water was reported to be around 100
degrees Fahrenheit,

The hog ranch which was formerly located in the settlement, and
the cause of many complaints, had been moved about a mile away, and
Was considered satisfactory by the State Board of Health and by the
officials of the town.

, There was a small amount of horse manure in a few corrals and
Some trash Scattered about, but no mors than would be expected in a
Settlement of the kind that has grown up on land leased for building
shaxks, regardless of the location.

The buildings at the settlement include the following:
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Indian cottages, 30
Tenement buildings, tents, etc. on land leased from
Indians, 100
Grocery stores, 2
Gas station, 1
Barber shop, 1
Cafe, 1

Laundry, 2

Church, 1

Bath house, 1
Corrals, 3

Hog ranch, 1

During the survey the only unsatisfactory sanitary conditions
, particularly by Mr. Shannon and lr. Hicks, as well as the
writer and others in the party, were some kitchen wastes discharged
into the street. pit toilets located adjacent to irrigation ditches,
pit toilets either with the pits filled up or unsatisfaétory
buildings, and a small amount of manure and some trash. These
conditions were no worse, however, than would ordinarily be found

in similar districts in any city or town in Riverside County or any

other county in the state.

noted

In a report by J. F. Worley, District Medical Director assigned
to the U, S. Indian Service for the States of California, Nevade and
Utah, dated March 1, 1933, the following was stated regarding sanitation

at this Indian settlement:

"Palm Springs was also visited, but we were unable to =e
Dr. Wilson, the contract physician. The Indian settlement,
concerning which there is so much local criticism, was
visited and while it presents a number of undesirable
conditions from the economic and esthetic standpoints, no
seriously unsanitary conditions were observed. However, no
attempt was made to make a detailed sanitary inspection,
as such a survey had recently been made by Sanitary Engineer
Hommon in company with both State and County Sanitary

inspectors."

As already noted, the automobile camp has been approved by the
proper authorities of the State of California, and the other camps
in the settlement were reported in February, 1932, by a representative
of the State Board of Health, as being in fair condition. Since his
report many improvements have been made.

lir, Jones, County Sanitary Engineer, stated verbally that he
spent more time making inspections at Palm Springs and the Indian
:gttlement there than at any other one place in the county, and that
1€ general sanitary conditions were as good or better than at other
Slmilar places,

Medical Service

Following the general survey referred to above, an open meeting
the office of Dr., A. D. Wilson, contract physican for the

Was held at




Indian service at Palm Springs, to consider further the question of

nitation, and general health conditions on the property of the
?idians living adjacent to Palm Springs, There were present at this
neeting, in addition to those who made the survey, Dr, Wilson and
jir. Hobart Garlick, Superintendent of Schools,

Superintendent Garlick reported that the total enrollment in
the grammar school was as follows:

Children from tne town of Palm Springs - - - . gg
Chizldren from the Indian Settlement:

Indians = - - - 8

Whites - - - = 24

Mexicans = = = 37
Negro = = - - - 1
Total 70 = - - - - - - 7

Total - - 180

This was the enrollment on December 13th and the number of children
from the settlement was 43.8 percent of the total enrollment in the

school,

The medical and public health services available are provided
by, (a) one town nurse paid by the School Board, Chamber of Commerce,
and County. ©She devotes all her time to visiting the school and the
femilies from which the school children come., (b) School nurse em-
ployed by the Indian Service, who visits the settlement every week or ten
days. (c) Contract physician employed by the Indian Service and who ig
gives free service only to Indians., (d) County Sanitary Engineer who
makes frequent visits to the settlement. (e) County Health Officer,
who makes occasional visists to the settlement but is available on
short notice at all times, (f) A county health nurse who is available
upon request to the County Health officer.

There is no health officer in Palm Springs, since the town is not
incorporated,

Dr. Wilson, the contract physicdéan, reported that there had been no
influenza or tuberculosis among the Indians and that there were only a very
few cases of trachoma among them. He further stated that among the
wpites in the settlement, he had only fouhd a few cases of influenza
With no tuberculosis, and that among the Mexicans there was some influenza
but no tuberculosis,

_Dr. Wilson, upon direct questioning, stated that he believed the
nursing service was satisfactory for the present, but may not be for the
fUPure if the population at the séttlement increasés, His concern was
mainly with regard to health proolems of the future, particularly among
the people building houses on land leased from the Indians. His
eneral impression was that the Indians offer no problem with regard to

éeneral sanitary conditions or health, but with regard to Mexicans and



: in the order named, the situation is in hand at the present time
mnites in ous p;oblem in the future if there is any material ’

ay offer a seri
?ggpgaie in the population of these t wo classes of people,

Summary

llowing sumnary, based on inspections made by the writer in
compaz;ewﬁih State, county and town officials, and donferences with the
County Health Officer of Riverside County, Medical Director Worley,
superintendent Ellis, and & state inspector who had made several inspect-
settlement, gives, it 1s believed, the essential and

ions at the Indian i ;
1mpartial data pertaining to sanitation and other matters at the Palm
Springs Indian Reservation.

nspections apparently have been made at the Indian settle-

More 1
(1) Mo town in Riverside County.

ment than at any other

(2) Large numbersof general complaints have been made regarding
unfavorable sanitary conditions, but only a comparatively few have been
submitted in witing with sufficient details to enable the superintendent

to know what improvements were required.

(3) The general sanitary condisions at the settlement in December,
1932, were not entirely satisfactory, but were reported by the County
Sanitary Engineer as being ebove the arerage for similar communities

in other towns and cities in the cdéunty.

(4) The County Health Officer of Riverside County, and Medical
Director Worley were of the opinion that with the medical and nursing
services available and with the inspections made by the County Sanitary
Engineer and State officials, the Indian settlement was no greater pot-
ential health danger to the town of Palm Springs than similar settlements

are to other towns in the county.

05) The social problem involving esthetiic and economic considerations
is probably more serious than sanitation, and this problem is largely
confined to the people who have leased land from the Indians and con-
structed their own dewllings.

- (6) Mr. Jones, the County Sanitary Engineer, working under authority
given by the Fovernment to State, County Health and other officials for
certain work on Indian Reservations, has made many inspections at the
reservation and has established friendly relations with the Indians and
Peopl§ of Palm Springs. He has succeeded in getting many improvements
made in the past, and his continued assistance and cooperation, together
with that of the state inspectors, will give to this small settlement
more 1nspection servicds than are provided for any other Indian reservation
and all that should be required,
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DIVISION OF IMMIGRATION AND HOUSING
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REPORT OF THE SURVEY ON
HOUSING AND CONDITIONS OF SANITATION

Palm Springs Indian Reservation

by
L. T. Mott F. J. Rugg

e —— e

) SIS (S R RESIR S






