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INTRODUORION

The r e p o r t f o l l o w i n g was prompted b y t h e cone

d i t i o n s e x i s t i n g w i t h r e s p e a t t o I n d t a n R e s e r v a t i o n l a n d s ,

t h e i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e Depar tment o f t h e I n t e r l o r m i g h t

r e l i n q u i s h c o n t r o l o f I n d i a n a f f a i r s i n C a l i f o r n i a a n d

t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f Senate B i l l Ko. 1685 a t t h e f i r s t|

s e s s i o n o f t h e 8 0 t h Congress o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f

Amer ica b y w h i c h i t 18 proposed " t o remove r e s t r i c t i o n a

on t h e p r o p e r t y and moneys b e l o n g i n g t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l

e n r o l l e d mewbers o f t h e Hoopa, M i s s i o n , and Sacramento

T r i b e s o f G e l i f o r n i a , t o p r o v i d e f o r t h e l i q u i d a t i o n o f

t r i b a l p r o p e r t y and d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e p r o c e e d s t h e r e -

o f , to c o n f e r c o m p l e t e c i t i z e n s h i p upon such I n d i e n s , and

f o r o t h e r p u r p o s e s . "

A g r o u p o f i n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n s o f t h e C i t y o f

Palm S p r i n g s r e q u e s t e d t h e C i t y C o u n c i l t o a p p o i n t an

u n b i a s e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e commit tee t o p r e p a r e an o u t l i n e

f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t h o s e concerned showing t h e c o n d i t i o n s

i n need o f c o r r e c t i o n and t h u s t o emphasize t h e a d v i s a b i l i t y

o f some such l e g i s l a t i o n and , f o r t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f .

t h o s e e v e n t u a l l y t o be c h a r g e d W i t h t h e e x e c u t i o n o f t h e

p r o v i s i o n s o f such a B i l l , t o make r e c o m e n d a t i o n s based on

t h e v i e w s o f t h e r e s i d e n t s o f the a r e a , I n d i a n , n o n - I n d i a n ,

p r o p e r t y owners and. t e n a n t s , i n o r d e r t h a t as nea r as may

be p o s s i b l e , a n y f u t u r e d i s p o s i t i o n o r R e s e r v a t i o n l a n d s

w i l l b e o f b e n e f i t t o a j .

The Ci ty Council aeted on. the request and appointed

& Committee composed of i t e own Indian A f fa i r s Committed

Gplegates from the Ghauber of Commerce, t h e Riverside County

a
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Flood Contre) D is tw ie t , the Ol ty Planning Comission,

the Palm Springs Uni f ied Sehool D i s t r i c t and the Home

Qmers League, The menbors of the Comi t tee obtained

opinions aa time would permit from a eresa-sect ion o f

the members of the Gommarihty « ?These opinier is were oor

sidered, evaluated i n the l i g h t of the object ive sought

to be obtained and have. been set f o r t h in:t h i s r e p o r t .

mn an ef for t . ?to present a concise report, ?wany

concepts have been méntioned but have not been f u l l y

developed and s t a t i s t i c a l information has been inserted

im the appendiz. A moro exhaustive. treatment o f the

subject im being undertaken by the Comi t tes.
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f . AREAAND POPULATION consID

T h e I n d i l a n d c o n s i d e r e d & checkerboard ?

a rea o f 4 7 ) S e c t i o n s , l i e s t n t h e upper p o r t i o n o f

Coachel la V a l l e y , Gounty o f R i v e r s i d e , S t a t e o f c a l i f o r =

n i e , E i g h t and o n e - h a l f S e e t i o n s a r e w i t h i n t h e c i t y

l i m i t s o f Palm S p r i n g s . T h e b a l e n s e e f t h e S e e t i o n s

a r e on t h e m o u n t a i n s i d e t o t h e west o f Palm S p r i n g s ,

t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e C i t y and ac ross  M a i t e w a t e r Wash-

t o t h e o a s t y

The e i g h t end m e - h e l f S e c t i o n s o f I n d i e n

l e n d w i t h i n t h e O i t y o f Palm S p r i n g s a r e numbered 2% .

4 , t h e Wk o f| 1 0 , 1 2 , 1 4 , 18, 8 8 , 24 and # 6 , S e c t i o n s

2 , 4 and t h e " o f 10 and 1 2 are n o t osoupied and are

i n a v i r g i n d e s e r t s t a t e , S e c t i o n s 3 2 , 24 and 26 a r e

v a l u a b l e l e n d , b u t have n o t been u t i l i z e d t o a n yg r e a t .

e x t e n t , S e c t i o n 24 t s i m m e d i a t e l y a d j a c e n t t o t h e

h e a r t o f t h e C i t y and h a s b e e n cceup ied i n t h e mamer .

h e r e a f t e r s t a t e d . S e c t i o n 18 and p a r t o f S e c t i o n 1 2 .

fo rms a p a r t o f t h e S i t y A i r p o r t .

Of t h e s e Sec t i ons o u t s i d e the O t t y l i m t t s ,

t h e S e c t i o n s . i n wh ieh T e h q u i t s , M u r r a y , And reas , Chine

and Palm Canyons ere l o c a t e d a r e o f c o n s i d e r a b l e ime

p o r t a n c e . Andreas danyon p r e s e n t s l o v e l y canyon |

scene ry w i t h i t s p a l i s a d e s - t y p e c l i f f s and i t s many

. Legge palm t r e e s , Palm Oanyon i s a r o o k y , winding

rav ine , s t r i k i n g l y p le turesque, crowded w i t h thousands -

o f palm t r e e s , . Many thousand v i s i t the canyons annua l ly . |

The balance o f the I n d i e n Seot iens a re f o r

_ . t h e most p a r t d e s e r t l a n d s i n t h e i r n a t i v e s t a t e ,

P r a c t i c a l l y t h e e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e I n d i e n

lL Append ix " n * vo



S e c t i o n s r e s i d e w i t h i n t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e C i t y

o f Palm S p r i n g s . T h e G i b y hes amiss t imated seasonal

p o p u l a t i o n o f £0,000. D u r i n g t h e s u m e r mon ths t h e -

population i s approximately 8,000. On the Reservation

S e c t i o n 14 i s popu la ted b y a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5,000 n o n =

Indians, On Sections 82 and 26 are loented apprexi-
m a t e l y 1 ,000 n o n e I n d t a n s + These numbers are em

phas i zed when compared w i t h t h e 50 n e n b e r s , u m , a

women and o h i l d r e n , o f t h e l o c a l Band o f I n d i a n s . - :

E a t i m a t i o n s o f p o p u l a t i o n a r e b a s e d on t h e sensus ,

o f 1946, which i n d l o a t e d t h a t o v e r o n e - f o u r t h o f t h e

?pepu la t ion o f ?the v i t y r e s i d e s on t h e R e s e r v a t i o n ,

| w i t h an a l l o w a n c e b e i n g made f o r w é c e n t g r o w t h , Pub-

l i e u b t i i t y s t a t i s t i c s , b u l l d i n g p e r m i t . r e c o r d s ?ent

B o h o e l a t t e n d a n c e ? r e p o r t s heve . b e e r ? t a k e n i n t e c o m -

s i d e r a t i o n . i n a r r i v i n g a t t h e p r e s e n t e s t i m a t e e f t h e

.popu la t ion . o f t h e Ottye r e e
x
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I I , THE OTPY OF PALM SPRINGS

The problems hereaf ter cu t l ined can be a t t r i bu ted

to the unbel ievable growth! e f the G i t y o f Palm Springs,

There i s an wegent need f a r oona t rus t i ve aet ion te safeguard

net only the sconcmie securi ty o f a l l the meuhers o f the

community, bu} t o an alarming degree, the secur i ty o f t h e i r

health and we l l being. a

A resume o f the f a g t o r s t o n t r i t b u t i n g t e t h i s g row th

L o r t h e Q i t y s

* L o c a t i o n h a g h a d m i c h t o d o w t h t h e g r o w t h a n t
d e v e l o p m e n t o f Pa lm S p r i n g s , I t h o l d s a f a v o r e .
a b l e p o s i t i o n w i t h reapest t e b o t h t h e d e s e r t
a n d t h e p o p u l o u s Los A n g e l e s p l a i n . I t s t a n d s
i n t h e shadow o f San J a c i n t o P e a k , p r o t e c t e d
f r o m t h e d e s e r t w i n d s b y p r o j e c t i n g s p u r s o f
t h i s m o u n t a i n . B e i n g b u t t h r e e h o u r s b y r a i l
a n d h i g h w a y f r o m t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n c e n t e r , 1%
s e r v e s a a &@ o n e - d a y r e c r e a t i o n a r e a , a s w e l l
a s f o r w e e k - e n d a n d w i n t e r r e s i d e n t s ,
I t a l s o l i e s upon ,and i a served trans=-
c o n t i n e n t a l r a i l and a i r r o u t e s . a l r 1 t
i s o n l y one hou r f r om Los Ange les and f i f v e e n
hou rs f r o m New Y o r k . " .

" C l i m a t e a n d s c e n e r y h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d much t o t h e
p o p u l a r i t y o f t h i s s p o t . T h e r i g o r a o f t h e d e s e r t ,
w o i c h o n c e made i t a n a r e a t o be f e a r e d a n d a v o i d e d ,
a r e now u n i m p o r t a n t . The a u t o m o b i l e a n d s u r f a c e d
h i g h w a y s b a v e made t h e m a n i f o l d r e s o u r c e g o f t h i s
e x t r a o r d i n a r y p r o v i n e e a v a i l a b l e t o a l l . W i t h i n
t h e l a s t t w e n t y y e a r s t h e p e o p l e o f C a l i f o r n i a ,
a n d t h e n a t i o n az w e l l , have l e a r n e d t h e vakue o f
t h e s e r e s o u r c e s , They come i n i n e r e a s i n g numbers

e v e r y y e a r t o onJoy t h e b e n e f i t s o f a warm w i n t e r
sung b a l m y , r e s t f u l n i g h t s ; c l e a r amckelesa atmos=
p h e r e , and t h e peace and g u i s t f ound i n t h i s v a s t -

seeming l y d e s e r t e d wor ld . " ;

2 Appendix "oF



" f h e C i t y o f Palm S p r i n g s i s m e r e l y
@ c o n v e n i e n t c e n t e r f r o m w h i e h a l i
?the u n i q u e q u a l i t i e s a n d a t t r a c t i o n s
o f t h e d e s e r t may be e n j o y e d . F o r
o n l y a f e w i t i s a n e n d i n i t s e l f .
I t s e r v e a b y p r o v i d i n g f o o d , s h e l t e r ,
w a t e r , s u p p l i e s a n d s o c i a l c o n t a c t s
f o r t h o s e who come t o r e s t andi r e l a x ,
t o b u i l d u p d e p l e t e d s t o r e s o f e n e r g y
a n d s p i r i t , t o s e e k n o r m a l h e a l t h i n
b o d y a n d m i n d . The c o l o r s o f t h e
d e s e r t , i t a p l a n t a n d a n i m a l l i f e ,
i t a m e d i c i n a l w a t e r s , t h e v i e w o f

m a j e s t i c m o u n t a i n s , a n d s t a r r y a k i e s ,
a l l c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e s e e n d s .

" B e c a u s e o f t h e s e r v i c e w h i c h i t
r e n d e r s i n t h e f i e l d s o f h e a l t h a n d
r e c r e a t i o n , Pa lm S p r i n g s h a s b e c o m e
i m p o r t a n t a s a s i t y n o t o n l y t e - S

C a l i f o r n i a b u t t o t h e n a t i o n . h o m
The g i f t o f t h e d e s e r t , m d e a c c e s i b l e

m o d e r n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , a r e g i v e n
d i s t r i b u t i o n t e a l l c l a s s e s t h r o u g h
t h e f a c i l i t i e s a n d a c c o m o d a t i o n g
p r o v i d e d h e r e . R i o h a n d p o o r a l i k e
c o n s t i t u t e . t h i s c o m m u n i t y . T u m r t o u s
h o u s e s a m i h o t e l s d e m i n a t e t h e seesne,
b u t a l o n g u n p a v e d d e s e r t r o a d s a r e
f o u n d many s m a l l a n d i n e x p e n s i v e
c o t t a g e s . Shop g i r l a a n d s t e n o g r a p h e r s ,
c l e r k s a n d m e c h a n i c s , r i d e h o r s e s i n t o
t h e d e s e r t a n d b i c y c l e s o n t h e s t r e e t s
o f t h i s i n f o r m a l c a r e f r e e c i t y . T h e
Pa lm S p r i n g s a r e a r e n d e r s a s e r v i c e t o
t h o s e who s e e k h e a l t h - g i v i n g s u n l i g h t

o x e n j o y r i d i n g o r h i k i n g i n t h e l a n d
o f l i t t l e r a i n w ® =

"Palau S p r i n g s , t h e r e f e r e , when seen i n
p e r s p e c t i v e , is n o t j us t a n o t h e r town.
I t h a s a n o t a b l e i t y , d e r i v e d f r o n
b o t h i t s s e t t i n g a n d t h e i n v e s t m e n t s
made t o d a t e b y i t s b u i l d e r s . I t .

o f f e r s e x c e p t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r



" h e a l t h a n d h a p p i n e s s t o o i t i z e n s o f
t h i s a n d o t h e r s t a t e s . Beoause o f = .
i t a a p p e a l t o p e o p l e o f a l l c l a s s e s , |

t h e c o r p o r a t e a r e a o f Pa lm S p r i n g s .

Q e . bas become one o f t h e p r e c i o u s s p o t s
ee o f C a l i f o r n i a , I t i s a s m a l l DIG Cl;

o f d e s e r t b e l o n g i n g t o t h e w o r l d - -

~~ q u i t e ag much as t o those who c l a i m .

4 t l e t o t h e l a n d . I t s i m p o r t a n c e
nacends any l o c a l i n t e r e s t and

e x t e m i s beyond any immediate c e n ~.
s i d e r a t i o n s . "



- R e s e r v a t i o n r e s i d e n t a on c i t y f a c i l i t i e s , t h e Pa lms p r i n g s

, G i t y E l e m e n t a r y S c h o o l e n r o l l m e n t r e c o r d s d i s c l e s e t h a t

%@

TIX EXISTING PROBLAUS |

The a l te rna te ownership o f land seot ions w i t h i n

the G i t y o f Palm Springs and the la rge popu la t ion p r e s e n t s

a@ problem of government t h a t i s unique i n American e t t i e s .

This problem almoat e n t i r e l y revolyes around thy Ind ian

Reservation Land. OS

O n E e d i a n L a n d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y S e c t i o n s ?4 and 2 6 , .

l i v e the 50 members o f t h e Agua Cal iente Band of Mission

Tndlans, together w i t h some 6,000 non~Indians, m o s t l y workic

i n g people, Mexicana, colored and wh i te , These people

r e l y on the remainder o f the c i t y Lor t h e i r p o l i e s , h e a l t h

amd f i r e p r o t e c t i o n , t h e i r pub l i c educa t i on f a c i l i t i e s . .

and i n f a c t , f o r t h e i r employment and L ive l ihood.

| AG a n i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e dependency o f t h e

as o f Merch 11, 1948 o f the 1,158 s t u d e n t s , 57% ere f r o m

homes l o c a t e d o n t h e r e s e r v a t i o n , a n d b u t t w e n t y o f t h e s e

are Ind ian c h i l d r e n . Over 50% o f the f i r e c a l l a i n the ?

p a s t y e a r h a v e been f rom Reserya t ion , Sec t i ons 14 and 2 6 . 0 - 7

. | _ Bevause o f the uncer ta in tenure o f non-Indlans

uponthese ?lands, they have fo r t h e most part, placedcheap

houses, shacks, crude husinéss establishments and t r a i l e r.

camps upon the lands, which ino lude , a deplorable ?sluma r e a ? L o

i n l a r g e measure c o n t r a r y to t h e State. and c i t y r e g u l a t i o n s a

governing h e a l t h , s a f e t y andb u i l d i n g s . ?the non=Indians °

eccupying t h e s e Lands deo so by v i r t u e o f ?Leases® from i n e

d i v i d u a l I nd lans , which are nev ?Leanes ?ab a l ? and have né

?Legal.e f f e c t , ?anda l s e u n d e rp e y o e a b l e permi ts g r a n t e d b y .

t h e t r i b e ena approved by theDepartment c d Ta te r ton , t e s


