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INIRODUCTION

The report follewing was prompted by the con~
ditions existing with respect to Indian Reservation lands,
the indication that the Department of the Intsriorﬂmight
relinquish control of Indlan affairs in Califarniu,nnd‘
the introduction of Senate Bill No. 1585}§$ the first‘n
session of the 80th Congress of the United States of
America by which it is proposed "to pemove restrictions
on the property and moneys belonging to the individual
enrolled members of the Hoopa, Mission, and Sacramento
Tribes of California, to provide for the liquidation of
tribal property and distribution of the proceeds there-
of, to confer complete citizenship upon such Indians, and
for other purposes.”

A group of Interested citizens of the City of
Palm Springs requestedvtha 01ty‘cauncilnto appoint an
unbiased raprasengative committee to prepare an outline
for the benefit or_those’concernad showing the conditions
in need ofxeorraetién and thus to emphasize the advisability
of some such 1egiulation and, for the assistance of ‘
those eventually to be‘chargéd.rithttho execution of the
prcviaions of such a Bill, to mnke'iacomnandationt'bnsc¢ on
the views of the residents of the area, Indian, non-Indian,
property owners and. tsnnnta, in order that as near as may
be ponaibla, nny‘ruturo dispositiun of Ros-rvntion lands
will be of benefit to ajle | |

The city Council notu& on. the reqpcsb and appointod
a Committee composed of its own Indien Affairs Committeé
delegates Firois the Chanmber of Gommerce, the Riverside Céunty ’t:
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Flood Control Distriet, the City Planning Commission,
the Palm Springs Unified Sehool District and the Home
Owners League. The members of the Committee ofb‘ba.md
opinions as time would permit from a mu-uauon of
tho members of the Community. These epinim were ecﬁ-
sidered, evaluated in the light of the objmtiﬂ mght
to be obtained and have been set forth in this :npért.

xn an effort to present a concise rcporu. ‘many
concepts have been méntioned but have not been full)r _'
developed and statlistical information has bm inserted
in the appendix., A more gx‘hl.'u,-_tiv‘ treatment of the
subject is being md'wt‘akm’ﬁ;" the Committee.
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T. AREA AND POPULATION CONSID

The Indim' land oonudorodf a checkerboard
area of 47} Sections, lies in the upper portion of
Coachella Valley, County of Riverside, State of Califor-
nia, Elght and one-half Seections are within the city
limits of Palm Springs., The balance of the vsutidnf
are on the mountainside to the west of Palm Spﬂngs;,_
to the south of the City and across Whitewater Wash
to the east, |

The eight and mw-halr s.otiana of Indi-n
land within the Clty of Paln Bpri.nsl are numbered 2
4, the W} of 10, 12, 14, 18, 22, 24 and 26, Sections
2, 4 and the wi of 10 end 12 are not ocoupiod and are
in & virgin doaom: xtato.‘ soe:tim 22, 24 and 26 are
valuable land, but have not been utilizod to any sr‘at |
extent. Sectlon 14 s immediately adjacent to the
heart of the ity and has been oceuplied in the mamner
hereafter stated. Section 18 and part of Sectlion 12
forms a part of the City u.rporh

Of those Su’siona outuidc tho Oity lmu,
the Sections in which hh.qui‘bs, lurmy, Andreas, Chine
and Palm Canyonas are lautoq! are of considerable ime
portance. Andreas Uanyon pfuonts lovely canyon
Scenery with 1its buiudu-typo eliffs and 1ta_n§ny
- large puin tréess Palm Canyon 1z a roeky, itnding

~ ravine, ltrikingly pieturuquo, orowded with thousands °

of paln truae - Many thousand visit the clnml lnnutlly. ! :
Tho balance of the Indisn. Sections aro for
, t:ho most part desert lands in thoir uat:lvo atato.

Practically the entire popu:l.ntim or the Ihdhn‘ . “
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Sections reside within the boundaries of the eitj'
of Palm springs. The city has ‘an:estimated naaonll
population of 20,006. During the summer uonths the -
population 1is o.ppwximatmly 8,000, Oon BhQ_Rumat;.aq -
Seection 14 is populitod by appr’dximatoly 5,900 ‘non=
Indlans. On Sections 22 and 26 are 1ocn.tcd appraxi- |
mately 1’009” nonml'ndiana} These nnnbtrs are em-
phasized when compared with tho 50 nom'bora, m,
women and children, of the local Bmd of Indians,
Estimations of population are bucd on th‘ census )
of 1946, which indloated that over ano-fourth of thc
population of the city residu en tho Buarntion,
~ with an allowance belng made fm' ﬂcmt grovth. Pub-
1ie utility abatistios i buildhg pem.tt rooordt anl
”aohoel attandanue reports hawu hlan t-kon into con- )
| slderation in arriving af: the pmcnt ostinto 01‘ tho
‘ porpulation of the sitmr Sl | :
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II, THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

The problems hereafter ocutlined ecan be attributed
to the unbelievable growthl of the Gity of Palm Springs.
There 1s an urgent need for cbnatmﬂvs agtion to safeguard
not only the economie security of all the members of the
community, but to an alarming degree, the sescurity of their
health and well being.

A resume of the factors eontributing to this growth
was stated in 1941 by L. Deming Tilton, Planning Gonaultant;
for the City:

"Location has had much to dowlth the growth and
development of Palm Springs. It holds a favore
able position with respect to both the desert
and the populous Los Angeles plain. It stands
in the shadow of San Jacinto Peak, protected
from the desert winds by projecting spurs of
this mountain. Being but three hours by rail
and highway from the metropolitan center, 1%
serves as a one~day recreation area, as well
as for week=-end and winter residents,

It also lies upon .and is served trans-
continental rail and air routes. alr 1t

is only one hour from Los Angeles and fifyeen
hours from New York,"

"Climate and scenery have contributed mueh to the
popularity of thls spot. The rigors of the desert,
which once made it an area to be feared and avoided,
are now unimportant. The automobile and surfaced
highways have made the manifold resources of this
extraordinary provinece available to all, Within
the last twenty years the people of California,

and the nation as well, have learned the vakue of
these resources. They come in inereasing numbers
every year to nnjo{ the benefits of a warm winter
sunj balmy, restful nights; elear smokeless atmos=
phere, and the peace and suiot found in this vast
seemingly deserted world." ‘ , C

1 Appendix "C" |
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"The City of Palm Springs is merely
& convenlent center from which all
the unique qualities and attractions
of the desert may be enjoyed. For
only a few it is an end in itself,

It serves by providing food, shelter,
water, supplies and social contacts
for those who come to rest and relax,
to bulld up depleted stores of energy
and spirit, to seek normal health in
body and mind. The colors of the
desert, its plant and animal life,
its medieinal waters, the view of

ma jestic mountainsg, and starrg skies,
all contribute to shnae ends.

"Because of the service which it

renders in the fields of health and
recreation, Palm Springs has become
important as a ¢ity not only to ’”g
California but to the nation. (
The gift of the desert, made accesible
by modern transportation, are given
distribution to all classes through
the facilitles and accomodations
provided here. Rlch and poor alike
constitute this community. Iuxurious
houses and hotels deminate the scene,
but along unpaved desert roads are
found many small and inexpensive
cottagess Shop girls and stenographers,
clerks and mechanies, ride horses into
the desert and bicycles on the streets
of this informal carefree city. The
Palm Springs area renders a service to
those who seek health-giving sunlight
or en o{ riding or hiking in the land
of little rain.,* = = ,

"palm Springs, therefere, when a.:n in
perapective, is not just another town.
It has a no%nblb ity, derived from
both 1ts setting and the investments
made to date by its bullders. It
offers exceptional opportunities for



"health and happiness to oitigens of
this and other states. Because of
its appeal to people of all classes,
the corporate area of Palm Springs
has become one of the precious 'f'“
of Californiaes It 1s a small bif
of desert belonging to the world
~__quite as much as to those who claim
‘title to the land. Its importance
nscends any locel Interest and
extends beyond any immediate con=
siderations." '






