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Andréa Stanislav - Biography 

Andréa Stanislav (b. 1968, Chicago) is a contemporary American artist based in New York 
City, NY and Bloomington, IN. Her hybrid practice spans public art, sculpture, multimedia 
installations, and collage and constructions. Through spectacle or experiential immersion, her 
work questions how cultural histories re-contextualize in the present, while focusing on 
themes of reflection, migration and space exploration. Stanislav holds a BFA from the School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago and an MFA from Alfred University, NY. Stanislav’s work has 
been exhibited and collected internationally. Select public art projects and solo exhibitions 
include NART, Narva, Estonia; The Mattress Factory Museum of Contemporary Art, Pittsburgh; 
Saint Louis Art Museum; The Museum of Russian Art, Minneapolis; Minneapolis Institute of 
Arts; Museum of Cosmonautics, Moscow, Russia; Weisman Art Museum, Minneapolis; 21c 
Museum, Louisville; Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts, Omaha; Jagillonian University, 
Kraków, Poland; thisisnotashop, Dublin, Ireland; Melissa Morgan Fine Art, Palm Desert, CA; 
Bruno David Gallery, St. Louis; Ca’D’Oro Gallery, NYC; Cynthia Corbett Gallery, London, UK; 
Packer Schopf Gallery, Chicago; and Socrates Sculpture Park, NYC. 

Andrea’s  work has also has been featured in exhibitions at The State Hermitage Museum, 
SPB, Russia; Center for Digital Art, Holon; Israel; International Gymuri Art Week Biennial, 
Yerevan, Armenia; Videoforms Hybrid Digital Festival, France; Kuryokhin Center for Modern 
Art, SPB; CYLAND, NYC/SPB; Museum of Non-Conformist Art, SPB; Smack Mellon, NYC; Art Ii 
Biennial, Finland; Alvar Aalto City Library, Vyborg; Museum of the Defense and Siege of 
Leningrad, SPB; 5th Moscow Biennial; U.S (Ambassador’s) Residence, Stockholm, Sweden; 
Fieldgate Gallery, London; Al Sabah Gallery, Kuwait City; Ormeau Baths Gallery, Belfast, 
Northern Ireland; Delaware Center for Contemporary Art, Wilmington; John Michael Kohler 
Arts Center, Sheboygan, WI; Kentucky Museum of Arts and Craft, Louisville; Dumbo Arts 
Center, NYC; Catalyst Arts, Belfast; Garis and Hahn Gallery, NYC; House of the Nobleman, 
NYC. 

Selected awards include Foundation for Foundation for Contemporary Arts Grant - NYC; 
Bemis Center for Contemporary Art Alumni Artist-in-Residents Award, Freund Fellowship for 
Visual Arts , Washington University; IUPAH Presidential Award, Target Studio Grant, Weisman 
Art Museum; Lower Manhattan Cultural Council Residency; McKnight Artists Fellowship; and 
the Jerome Artist Fellowship. For the past decade, Andréa has worked extensively in St. 
Petersburg, Russia on projects and research focused on the creative production during the 
Siege of Leningrad and Soviet and Russian space exploration. Andréa Stanislav is an 
Associate Professor at the Eskenazi School of Art, Architecture + Design, and affiliate faculty in 
the Russian and Eastern European Institute (REEI) at Indiana University - Bloomington.



Dear Selection Committee,

The fascinating story of Palm Springs is still unfolding. Originally named Sec-he by the Cahuilla Indians,

which means “boiling water”, the area has a fabled but complicated past. Today Palm Springs is an

inspiring cultural and natural oasis with an exciting future for residents and visitors alike.

The dramatic landscapes, unique flora, history of Spanish occupation, the consequences of the Indian

Removal Act, the legendary Purple Gang’s gambling empire during the Great Depression, the stars, the

starlets, Albert Frey’s Desert Modernist structures, Gonzalo Lebrija's wonderful inverted car sculpture,

the festivals, the faultlines, and the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, the current custodians of

more than 34,000 acres of ancestral land, all of these things and more, make Palm Springs the rich

mosaic that 400,000-plus people call home.

It is a magical place. However the lack of shaded space in Palm Springs, as in many communities in the

United States, is very real and has serious health implications for residents, particularly those with lower

income. This effect is only getting worse. Access to shade is a civic right, but has unfortunately become a

public health crisis.

My work responds to a community’s needs through listening, observation and then transforming my new

understanding into physical form. Through empathetic exchange I learn about the complexities of local

identities, landscapes, the deficits, and affinities that characterize folks’ lived experience. This process is

necessarily collaborative and I play the role of student more often than not. My practice supports

interconnectivity through social engagement, story-telling, familiar formal motifs, and individual

curiosity.

The question of "site specificity" is an increasingly critical one. What does it mean to make something

that is truly specific to a site and who gets to decide? Sites are made unique by the people that interact

with them every day. They reflect identities, relationships, and experiences. Recently, my exploration of

the influences folklore and myth have on cultural interdependence have moved my practice in exciting

new directions. I have been investigating geographically unique stories that become fact, an informal

transference of history, old ways, folk technologies, and spirit worlds through oral tradition. This new

emphasis requires a lot of teamwork and listening. It's a process I find very rewarding and also one that,

whether we're aware of it or not, is embedded everywhere in our day to day lives.

My proposal, Star Chamber, would be fabricated from laser-cut stainless steel sheet and tubing with the

outstretched blue sails made from heavy duty Skyclipse 370 fabric that is both waterproof and 99% UV

resistant. The windchimes would be custom fabricated and tuned to replicate sonic tones occurring in

the surrounding desert landscape. The polished stainless steel verticals that support the canopy will

incorporate transcribed text. My hope would be to collaborate with indigenous historians to produce a

native-centered account of the sun and landscape. Alternatively, I would ask to collaborate with

bird-singing vocalists from the Agua Caliente band of the Cahuilla Indians. If appropriate, and permission

is granted, the words from the creation songs would appear as cutouts in the stainless steel, the shiny

surface reflecting the songs and viewer’s image back onto the world.

It would be important that the sculpture be installed such that it provides respite from the heat and

glaring sun to lower income residents who bear the brunt of shade inequity. I have visited a number of

parks in the Palm Springs area over the years, although the city will ultimately select the site, I would be

most interested in Star Chamber becoming part of Demuth Park. It is one such public site that is lacking

in amenities and infrastructure. I know Star Chamber is not going to solve shade inequity, but it will be

one small action toward Palm Springs’ people living healthier, happier lives.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to submit my proposal,

Andrea Stanislav



Windchimes, tuned to produce specific harmonies 

99% UV protective shade sails

Cutouts in verticals transcribe local sounds and songs
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ATTACHMENT B: QUOTE/PRICING SCHEDULE 

1. Quote your best price, including freight, for each item. All blanks in the QuotefPricing Schedule 
MUST be completed. In case of a discrepancy between the Unit Price and the Total, the Unit Price
shall be considered correct. Contractor will be required to meet the City's Insurance 
Requirements prior to executing the work. 

2. In submitting this quote, the vendor certifies that the prices in this quote have been arrived at
independently, without consultation, communication, or agreement with any other vendor or 
competitor, for the purpose of restricting competition with regard to prices. 

3, If shipping is required shipping shall be quoted FOB Destination, Freight Included. 

4. DISBURSEMENT SCHEDULE: 40% of contract amount will be disbursed upon contract execution,
40% of contract amount will be disbursed after all required permits have been issued and the
artwork is fifty percent complete (to be verified with photographs), 20% of contract amount will
be disbursed upon completion, installation, and acceptance by City). 

DESCRIPTION ITEM QTY UNIT PRICE PRICE TOTAL 

Stoolhlbe 12 $300 $1,800 

Materials Stool .i-t 12 $180 S2,160 
Shade sails 6 $601) 53,600 

Fabrication hour> 120 �120 �14.400 

Exterior Fin islies Powdercoat 6 $600 S4.toll 

Transportation F,eoght 1 S4,000 S4.00D 

Installation I-tours 60 $150 $9,000 

Structura I Engineer M.000 

Insurance Sl,200 

Artist Fee 55,040 

Total S-50,000 
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16 S. Keystone Ave.  
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Maintenance plan for palm springs 

 

• Annual Cleaning with water and Orvus soap applied with medium sLff bristle brush  
 

• Touch up raPle cans of paint can be leQ with the owner aQer install if any touch up is required.  
 

• GraffiL can be removed with Extreme simple green cleaner  
 

• Shade Sails should be checked for tautness aQer 6 months from installaLon.  
 

• Anchor nuts and bolts should be checked for Lghtness every 6 months for the first year. AQer 
one year, they should be checked every 2 years. 

 

Warranty 
a. Contractor represents and warrants that all work will be performed in accordance with professional, 
“workmanlike” standards and free from defective or inferior materials and workmanship (including any 
defects consisting of “inherent vice,” or qualities that cause or accelerate deterioration of the Work) for 
at least one year after the date of Final Acceptance. 
b. Contractor represents and warrants that the Work and the materials used are not currently known to 
be harmful to public health and safety. 
c. If, within one year after Final Acceptance, the City of Palm Springs observes any breach of warranty 
described in this Section 8.0 that is curable by Contractor, written notice shall be given to Contractor of 
such breach with reasonable promptness. Contractor shall, at the request of City of Palm Springs, cure 
the breach satisfactorily and consistent with professional conservation standards (in accordance with 
the American Institute of Conservation Code of Ethics and Guidelines for Practice) and/or construction 
standards, including, but not limited to, any standards set forth by the City of Palm Springs, within thirty 
days after receipt of the written notice, at no expense to the City of Palm Springs or Customer. 
d. If, within one year after Final Acceptance, if any observable breach of warranty described in this 
Section 8.0 that is not curable by Contractor, Contractor is responsible for reimbursing the City of Palm 
Springs or Customer for damages, expenses, and losses incurred by as a result of the breach. However, if 
Contractor disclosed the risk of this breach in the proposal and it was accepted by the City of Palm 
Springs it shall not be deemed a breach for purposes of this Section 8.0. 
e. Acceptable Standard of Display. Contractor represents and warrants that: 

i. General routine cleaning and repair of the Work and any associated working parts and/or equipment 
will maintain the Work within an acceptable standard of public display; 
ii. Foreseeable exposure to the elements and general wear and tear will cause the Work to experience 
only minor repairable damages and will not cause the Work to fall below an acceptable standard of 
public display; and 
iii. With general routine cleaning and repair, and within the context of foreseeable exposure to the 
elements and general wear and tear, the Work will not experience irreparable conditions that do not fall 
within an acceptable standard of public display, including, but not limited to, mold, 
rust, fracturing, staining, chipping, tearing, abrading, and/or peeling. 
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