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Greenbelts and Public Parkways 
Palm Springs has a number of major and secondary thoroughfares in which 
wide landscaped greenbelts or parkways have been developed with meandering 
bike paths, walking paths, and amenities such as benches and rest areas. 
These parkways, while not included in the City’s inventory of developed park 
acreage, provide passive park use areas for the residents of Palm Springs and 
contribute to the open space needs of the city. Greenbelts can be found along 
major portions of Sunrise Parkway and portions of East Palm Canyon Drive. 

 
Table 5-1   

City Parks and Golf Courses (Open to the Public and 
Private) 

Park Type Number Acreage  
Local Parks  2 parks 3.1 acres 
Specialty Parks 3 parks 7.7 acres 
Neighborhood Parks  2 parks 35.7 acres 
Community Parks  3 parks 117.0 acres 
Golf Courses 11 courses 1,353.5 acres 
Total  1,517 acres 

 

State, Federal, and Tribal Parks 
Palm Springs is unique in that it contains state, federal, and tribal lands, 
including those with park and recreational opportunities (Figure 5-1). These 
include the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto National Monument, San Jacinto State 
Park and Wilderness Area, tribal lands owned by the Agua Caliente Tribe, and 
various ecological preserves. Although these resources extend well beyond the 
City’s boundaries, Palm Springs is a gateway to these assets and they play an 
integral role in park and recreational resources and planning efforts.  

Santa Rosa and San Jacinto National Monument 
The Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains provide a dramatic backdrop to 
the southern and western edges of Palm Springs. Designated as a National 
Monument in 2000, the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains cover 
272,000 acres, predominantly in the City’s sphere of influence, and are noted 
for topography, stunning views, diverse wildlife, and cultural value. The 
Monument encompasses five major ecological zones and is home to more than 
500 species of indigenous plants and animals. The Monument provides many 
opportunities for hiking, biking, horseback riding, camping, skiing, rock 
climbing, and sightseeing. The National Monument is also home to the 
14,000-acre San Jacinto State Park and Palm Springs Tramway, which carries 
passengers to San Jacinto Peak, where visitors enjoy skiing, hiking, horseback 
riding, rock climbing, and sightseeing.  


