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The Parks and Recreation 
Strategic Plan provides a detailed 
description of City parks and 
amenities available at each facility. 
The Plan also discusses the role 
of park design standards and 
includes recommendations to 
ensure that established standards 
reflect the actual and intended role 
of each facility.  

 
Table 5-2   

Palm Springs Parkland Needs 

 Population 
Parkland 
Standard 

Current 
Needs 

Current 
Acreage 

Deficit/ 
Surplus 

Present Need 60,000 5.0 ac/1,000 300 316 16 
Future Needs 39,941 5.0 ac/1,000 200 — 200 
Total Need* 99,941 5.0 ac/1,000 500 316 184 
Source:  U.S. Census, 2000; Department of Finance, 2006. 
General Plan Land Use Element, 2007. 
 

* This population figure assumes full buildout. The Land Use Element shows a slightly lower population figure due to 
an assumption of a 5 percent vacancy factor. However, this figure reported here is total population and is intended 
to be consistent wit h the City’s Quimby Ordinance. 

 

While providing adequate park acreage is important, parks must be equipped 
with the desired recreational amenities that meet the needs of Palm Springs’ 
diverse population, including families with children, retirees, single people, 
snowbirds, and tourists. Developed parkland must be carefully tailored with 
an appropriate mix of amenities and recreational facilities that meet the needs 
of users within the park’s intended service area. The City’s park classification 
and design system, based on National Park and Recreation Standards, can be 
found in the Department of Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan.  

Many of the City’s parks vary from the established design standards. For 
instance, Sunrise Park, originally intended to be a community park, has 
limited acreage for unstructured recreation activities (e.g., Frisbee) due to the 
many facilities occupying the site. DeMuth Park accommodates organized 
sports leagues, rather than serving as a community park. Specialty parks, 
envisioned to satisfy the City’s tourist industry, currently serve local needs. 
These issues underscore the need to reconsider the current location and 
amenities of parks to best match the needs of residents and demands placed 
on each park.  

GOAL RC1: 
Provide sufficient park, trail and recreational facilities that meet the 
diverse needs of residents and visitors.  

Policies 

RC1.1 Develop high-quality park, trail, and recreational facilities that 
meet the varied needs of children, adults, seniors, and people with 
disabilities.  


