RECREATION, OPEN SPACE &
CONSERVATION ELEMENT

One notable establishment reminiscent of those days is the Smoketree Ranch,
which covers 400 acres in southern Palm Springs. Horseback riding remains
a popular activity and 38 miles of natural trails and 13 miles of drainage
basins and natural washes serve as equestrian trails. The Desert Riders, an
organization formed in the early 1930s as an equestrian group, continues to
organize rides and maintain trails.

The General Plan proposes a complete system of riding and hiking trails that
will permit hikers and riders to explore Palm Springs and its environs. The
trails should follow natural watercourses and usable mountainous areas, and
utility corridors, offering a variety of surroundings and terrain. In areas of
gentile topography, bicycle paths might be developed in conjunction with
these trails.

Trails are located on county, state, federal, and tribal land. The federal and state
governments manage the use and maintenance of trails in their jurisdiction,
while the Agua Caliente Indians manage their trails in accordance with an
adopted tribal trails management plan. The Coachella Valley Multiple Species
Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP) proposes a trail management plan
that applies to all local governments within the Coachella Valley to protect
sensitive habitats and species. Proper management of these assets requires a
coordinated effort.

Table 5-3

City of Palm Springs Trail Network

Trail Type Linear Miles Percent
Hiking and Equestrian Trails 385 47%
Drainage Basins and Washes 12.7 15%
Off-Road/4WD roads 20.2 24%
All Other Trails 11.2 14%
Total 82.6 100%

GOAL RC4:

Provide a comprehensive trail network that is sensitive to the natural
environment, wildlife and habitat, culture and history, and recreational
and circulation needs of residents.

Policies

RC4.1 Provide a comprehensive and quality system of hiking, biking,
and equestrian trails that are, to the extent feasible, accessible to
people of all ages, and connect the City’s park and recreational
facilities with other commercial centers in Palm Springs.
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