
   
 

ARCHITECTUAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
October 6, 2025 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS 
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, California 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chair O’Donnell called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present: O’DONNELL, THOMPSON, WALSH, BASTIN, CASTRO 
Absent: THOMAS  
 
Staff Present: Principal Planner Ken Lyon, Associate Planner Noriko Kikuchi, Associate Planner Glenn 

Mlaker, and Administrative Assistant Linda Ponce 
 
REPORT OF POSTING OF AGENDA: The agenda was available for public access at the City Hall 
exterior bulletin board (west side of Council Chamber) and the Planning Services counter by 9:00 pm on 
Wednesday, October 1, 2025. 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA:  
 
Motion by Member Castro, seconded by Member Walsh to accept the agenda. 
 
Ayes: O’DONNELL, THOMPSON, WALSH, BASTIN, CASTRO 
Absent: THOMAS 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE 

 
1. CONSENT CALENDAR:  
 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 
 
Motion by Member Castro, seconded by Member Walsh, to approve Consent Calendar. 
 
Ayes: O’DONNELL, THOMPSON, WALSH, BASTIN, CASTRO 
Absent: THOMAS 

 
EXCLUDED CONSENT CALENDAR: Items removed from the Consent Calendar for separate discussion 
are considered at this time. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
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2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
A. A REQUEST BY THE ALTUM GROUP, ON BEHALF OF SUN COMMUNITY FEDERAL 

CREDIT UNION, FOR A MAJOR ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW APPLICATION TO 
CONSTRUCT A NEW 2,895-SF BANK AND AN AUXILIARY DRIVE-THRU FACILITY 
AT A 1.08-ACRE UNDEVELOPED SITE LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
EAST RAMON ROAD AND SOUTH CALLE SANTA CRUZ, ZONE M-1, SECTION 19 
(CASE AR-2024-0054). (NK) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: ADOPT THE CEQA DETERMINATION AS OUTLINED IN THE    

RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE PROJECT SUBJECT TO 
CONDITIONS. 

 
Associate Planner Noriko Kikuchi presented the staff report and answered questions of the committee. 
 
Jonathan Tiedemann, Joanna Robinson, and Jason Patty (representatives for the applicant) spoke and 
answered questions of the committee. 
 

 Motion by Chair O’Donnell, seconded by Member Walsh to deny the applicant’s application due to the site 
planning being flawed and issues with the location of the front door and parking lot being on the west. 
 
Ayes: WALSH, O’DONNELL 
Noes: CASTRO, THOMPSON, BASKIN 
 
(Motion failed.) 
 
Motion by Member Thompson, seconded by Member Castro to approve based on the findings in the staff 
report subject to the conditions of approval in Exhibit “A” including the conditions listed below: 

 
 

1. Reorient the front entrance towards the south side of building and provide greater architectural 
articulation on the east, west and south sides of the building to reflect similar level of detail 
shown on the north evaluation.  

2. Approving elevation Option 1A, which reflects main entrance sliding door to the front of the 
building, as well as no blue parapet nor blue colored side walls on the taller entry element of the 
building. 

3. Rooftop mechanical equipment to be fully screened. 
 
Ayes: CASTRO, THOMPSON, BASKIN 

 Noes:   WALSH, O’DONNELL 
 
3. NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A. A REQUEST BY SANTA ROSA PS, LLC, FOR A MAJOR ARCHITECTURAL 
APPLICATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 4,280-SQUARE FOOT HOUSE 
ON A HILLSIDE LOT LOCATED AT THE TERMINUS OF WEST SANTA ROSA 
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DRIVE, ZONE R-1-A. (CASE AR-2024-0092). (GM) 
 

RECOMMENDATION: ADOPT THE CEQA DETERMINATION AS OUTLINED IN THE  
RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE PROJECT SUBJECT TO 
CONDITIONS. 

 
 

Vice Chair Thomas joined the meeting online at 6:42 p.m. 
 
Associate Planner Glenn Mlaker summarized the staff report and answered questions of the committee. 
 
Mario Yanez, Amir Fayazrad, Robert Tyler (representatives for the applicant) spoke and answered questions of 
the committee. 
 
Robert Bernheimer (on behalf of a group of neighbors) delivered public comments including reading separate 
public comments from Dan Bridge and Julie Jorgensen. 
 
Motion by Member Walsh, seconded by Chair O’Donnell to move to restudy the matter to a date uncertain with 
direction to the applicant to provide revisions and additional material requested by the Architectural Review 
Committee to include as follow: 
 

1. Accuracy of drawings showing finished floor elevations of the proposed house and adjacent condos. 
2. Reduction of house total square footage possibly by 15%. 
3. Provide new building/site sections going east to west and north to south, showing the relationship 

between the proposed dwelling, the adjacent condos, the street, the wash, and dwellings on the lots 
to the south. 

4. Provide roof plan showing solar panel locations. 
5. Provide a 3D drawing or birds eye view looking south showing what the neighboring condos will 

see. 
6. Provide a clear, separate drainage plan with on-site water retention as required by Engineering. This 

can be represented by an exhibit with colors for the water retainage (i.e. wall & fence plan). 
7. Re-evaluate the relationship between the house and the adjacent historic ruins on the site and 

evaluate how the proposed house can better integrate into the site. 
 
Ayes: CASTRO, THOMPSON, BASKIN, WALSH, THOMAS, O’DONNELL 
Noes: None. 

 
  Motion passes 6-0 
 

B. A REQUEST BY 1784 HOLDINGS, LLC, APPLICANT, (DBA: PALM SPRINGS 
MINI-STORAGE) ON BEHALF OF GRIT DEVELOPMENT (PROPERTY 
OWNER FOR A MAJOR ARCHITECTURAL APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT A 
90,468-SQUARE FOOT MINI-WAREHOUSE BUILDING AND ADJACENT RV 
PARKING LOT LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF NORTH GENE 
AUTRY TRAIL AND DISTRICT CENTER DRIVE, ZONE M-1-P (CASE AR2025-
0030). (GM) 
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RECOMMENDATION: ADOPT THE CEQA DETERMINATION AS OUTLINED IN THE 
RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE PROJECT SUBJECT TO 
CONDITIONS. 

 
Associate Planner Glenn Mlaker summarized the staff report and answered questions of the committee. 
 
Shane Stuart and Michelle Bach (representatives for the applicant) presented and answered questions of the 
committee. 
 
Motion by Chair O’Donnell, seconded by Member Thomas to continue the application to a date uncertain with 
direction for the applicant to evaluate expressing the exterior elevations of the building in a more artistic 
approach with simple fins or other details to express the architecture in a more authentic manner given its 
location on a busy major thoroughfare rather than trying to break down the massing with false windows and 
changes in wall color and alignment. (Chair O’Donnell offered to make himself available via informal 
discussion if the applicant wished to do so). 
 
Ayes: CASTRO, BASKIN, WALSH, THOMAS, O’DONNELL 
Noes: THOMPSON 
 
 

C. A REQUEST BY FIRST INDUSTRIAL REALTY TRUST INC., OWNER FOR A 
MAJOR ARCHITECTURAL APPLICATIO FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF TWO 
WAREHOUSE BUILDINGS ON A NINETY-SIX (96) ACRE PARCEL LOCATED 
AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF NORTH INDIAN CANYON DRIVE AND 8TH 
AVENUE. (CASE AR-2025-0045). (GM) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: ADOPT THE CEQA DETERMINATION AS OUTLINED IN THE 

RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE PROJECT SUBJECT TO 
CONDITIONS. 

 
Associate Planner Glenn Mlaker summarized the staff report and answered questions of the committee. 
 
Paul Loubet and Chris (RGA Architects) (representatives for the applicant) presented and answered questions 
of the committee. 
 
Motion by Member Thompson, seconded by Member Castro to approve based on the findings in the staff report 
subject to the conditions of approval in Exhibit “A” and including the conditions listed below: 
 

1. Simplify the pilaster elements that extend above the roofline exterior. 
2. Revise the landscape plans to include plant types that will be more resilient to the wind and dust in 

the project vicinity. 
 
Ayes: CASTRO, THOMPSON, BASKIN, WALSH, THOMAS, O’DONNELL  
Noes: None. 
 

Motion passes 6-0 
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ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE REPORTS, REQUESTS AND COMMENTS:  
 
Chair O’Donnell questioned when the new Chair and Vice Chair officer elections will take place.  
 
PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
 
Principal Planner Ken Lyon will conduct Chair and Vice Chair officer elections during next the Architectural Review 
Committee meeting on October 20, 2025. 
  
Associate Planner Glenn Mlaker requested 2 volunteers to form a subcommittee for the Escena 119-lot 
subdivision Toll Brothers project. The subcommittee will include 2 architectural members (Chair O’Donnell 
and Member Elliott) to review and comment on the home design and landscape per the request of the Planning 
Commission. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The Architectural Review Committee adjourned at 8:41 p.m. to, Monday, October 20, 2025, 
at 5:30 p.m. at 3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92262  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Christopher Hadwin 
Christopher Hadwin 

Director of Planning Services 
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