
 

   
 

DARCHITECTUAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
December 1, 2025 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS 
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, California 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chair O’Donnell called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present: O’DONNELL, WALSH, ELLIOTT, CASTRO, DILLON 
Excused: THOMAS, THOMPSON 
Absent: BASTIN  
 
Staff Present: Assistant Director Planning Services Anthony Riederer, Associate Planner Glenn 

Mlaker, Assistant Planner Alex Rubalcava and Administrative Assistant Linda Ponce 
 
REPORT OF POSTING OF AGENDA: The agenda was available for public access at the City Hall 
exterior bulletin board (west side of Council Chamber) and the Planning Services counter by 6:00 pm on 
Wednesday, November 26, 2025. 
 
Item 1B was requested to be removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion. 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA:  
 
Motion by Chair O’Donnell, seconded by Member Castro to accept the agenda. 
 
Ayes: O’DONNELL, WALSH, ELLIOTT, CASTRO, DILLON 
Noes: NONE 
Excused:  THOMAS, THOMPSON 
Absent: BASTIN 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE 

 
1. CONSENT CALENDAR:  
 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: NOVEMBER 3, 2025 
 
 
Motion by Vice Chair Walsh, seconded by Chair O’Donnell, to approve Consent Calendar. 
 
Ayes: O’DONNELL, WALSH, ELLIOTT, CASTRO, DILLON 
Noes: NONE 
Excused: THOMAS, THOMPSON 
Absent: BASTIN 
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EXCLUDED CONSENT CALENDAR: Items removed from the Consent Calendar for separate 
discussion are considered at this time. 
 

B. A REQUEST BY ZACHARY GREEN, HUNDRED MILE HOUSE, ON BEHALF OF 
THE PROPERTY OWNER, SIGNE AND JAMES STERNER, FOR A MAJOR 
ARCHITECTURAL APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT A 2,350-SQUARE FOOT 
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE ON A 0.71-ACRE HILLSIDE LOT, AND AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE MINOR MODIFICATION APPLICATION TO ALLOW FOR A 
HEIGHT INCREASE AND 10-FOOT FRONT YARD SETBACK ON THE PARCEL 
LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF CAHUILLA HILLS DRIVE, ZONE R-1-A, APN # 
513-430-024 (CASE NO. AR-2025-0091 & AMM-2025-0014) (AR). 

 
 RECOMMENDATION: ADOPT THE CEQA DETERMINATION AS OUTLINED IN THE 

RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE PROJECT SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS. 
 
Assistant Planner Alex Rubalcava answered questions from the committee. 
 
Dwayne Smith, Zachary Green (representatives for the applicant) spoke and answered questions of the 
committee. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Lianne Gold (neighbor) spoke about the landscape features.   
 
Motion by Vice Chair Walsh, seconded by Chair O’Donnell, to require the applicant to revise and resubmit 
the project for ARC review with the following: 
 

1. Height -  Provide a massing diagram that would indicate potential of a split-level building. 
2. Solar - Provide a study of the impact of building massing as proposed on the north 

property’s solar panels. Speak to the property owner on the north and explain the impacts 
on their solar and  

 
Ayes: O’DONNELL, WALSH, ELLIOTT, DILLON  
Noes: CASTRO 
Excused: THOMAS, THOMPSON 
Absent: BASTIN 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
 

 
2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 
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3. NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A. A REQUEST BY STAFF FOR DIRECTION FROM THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
COMMITTEE (ARC) REGARDING TWO FREESTANDING LED SIGNS FOR THE 
PLAZA THEATER, LOCATED AT 128 SOUTH PALM CANYON DRIVE, ZONE CBD, 
(CASE SNP-2025-0053) (AR). 

 
RECOMMENDATION: ADDOPT THE CEQA DETERMINATION AS OUTLINED IN 
THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE PROJECT SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS. 
 
 

Assistant Planner Alex Rubalcava answered questions from the committee. 
 
Jim Cross, Don Ellis (representative for the applicant) spoke and answered questions of the committee.  
 
Motion by Vice Chair Walsh, seconded by Member Elliott, to require the applicant to revise and resubmit 
the project for ARC review with the following: 
 

1. Restudy of various forms of sign foundation/base to one or consider a style consistent 
with the historic signs. 

2. Analysis of sign position / location. 
 
 
Ayes: DILLON, WALSH, ELLIOTT 
Noes: CASTRO 
Excused: THOMAS, THOMPSON 
Absent: BASTIN 

 
B. A REQUEST BY TOLL BROTHERS, INC., FOR A MAJOR ARCHITECTURAL 

APPLICATION FOR THE APPROVAL OF ONE HUNDRED NINETEEN (119) NEW 
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL UNITS IN PLANNING AREAS 5A & 7A, WITHIN 
THE ESCENA DEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 1000 NORTH GENE AUTRY TRAIL, 
ZONE PDD 231 (CASE PDD-2025-0002/5.0666-PD 231) (GM). 

 
RECOMMENDATION: ADDOPT THE CEQA DETERMINATION AS OUTLINED IN 
THE RESOLUTION AND APPROVE THE PROJECT SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS. 
 
 

Associate Planner Glenn Mlaker answered questions from the committee. 
 
Tom Doczi, Lea Moguet, William Hezmalhalch, Gregory Deacon (representative for the applicant) spoke 
and answered questions of the committee.  
 
Motion by Vice Chair Walsh, seconded by Member Elliott, to require the applicant to revise and resubmit 
the project for ARC review with the following: 
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Architecture: 
1. Garage doors to be similar in design in height and materials. 
2. Consider elimination of Mid-Century elevation or redesign. 
3. Lower garage opening and make head height as low as possible. 
4. Eliminate top cap on Modernistic elevation 
5. Provide a well-developed corner window (low sills and able to open). 
6. Deeper solar overhangs at least 36”. 
7. Scale of materials so vertical elements not more than 6 inches. 

 
Landscape: 

1. Open space more discipline – less variety of species 
2. Greater plant density. 
3. Unify common space. 
4. Add more rocks and boulders in clusters. 
5. Field study of existing plants along Gene Autry Trail possibly adding shade trees over 

sidewalk. 
 
 
Ayes: O’DONNELL, WALSH, ELLIOTT, CASTRO, DILLON 
Excused: THOMAS, THOMPSON 
Absent: BASTIN 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE REPORTS, REQUESTS AND COMMENTS:  
None. 
 
PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
Assistant Director Anthony Riederer reminded committee members of our Annual Christmas Party. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The Architectural Review Committee adjourned at 9:00 p.m. to Monday, January 5, 2026, 
at 5:30 p.m. at 3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92262.  
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